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"MEMOIRS
o OF TIIE LATE .

WILLIAM STRAHAN, ESQ*,

WITH A PORTRAILT.

HE advantages and use of Biography have of late been so often
mentioned, and are ncw so nniversally allowed, that it is need-
less for any modern author to set them forth. “That department
of wwriting, however, has been of late years so much cultivated, that
it has fared with bicgraphy as with every other art; it has Jost much
of its dignity in its commonness, and many lives have been presented
to the public, from which little instruction cr amusement could be
drawn. Individuals have been traced in minute and ordinayy actions,
from which no consequences could arise, but to the private circle of
their own families and friends, and in the detail of which we saw no
passion excited, no character developed, nothing that should distin-
guish them from those CONINON OCCUITENCes, :
¢ Which dully took their course, and were forgotten,"’

et there are few-even of those compa‘mtively insignificant lives,.
in which men of a serjous and thinking cast do nct feel a certain
degiee of iuterest. A pensive mind can trace, in seemingly trivial
incidenrs and commen situations, something to feed reflection, and to
foster thought; as the solitary nataralist culls the. trodden weeds,
and discovers in their form aud texture the principles of. vegetative

® * See p. 5. of this Volune,
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nature. The motive, too, of the relater, often helps out the unim-
portance of his relation; and to the ingenuous and susceptible, there
is a feeling not unpleasant in alicwing for the partiality of gratitude,
and the tediousness of him who recounts his cbligations. The vir-
tuous connections of life and of the heart it is always pleasing to trace,
even though the objects are neither new nor stiiking. Like those
familiar paintings that shew the inside of cottages, and the exercise
of village duties, such narratiors come home to the bosoms of the
worthy, who feel the relationship of Virtue, and acknowledge her
family wherever it is found. And perhaps there is a calmer and
more placid delight in viewing her amidst these unimportant of-
fices, than when we look up to her invested in the pomp of great-
ness, and the pride of power. ,

Mr. WiLriam Stranan was born at Edinburgh in the year 1713,
His father, who had a small appointment in the customs, gave his son
the education which everylad of decent rank then recgived in a countiy
where the avenues fo learning were easy, and open tomen of the most
moderate circumstances.  After having passed through the tuition of 2
grammar-schiool, be was put appreuntice to a printer; and whena very
young man, removed to a wider sphere in that ling of business, and
went to follow his trade in London. Sober, diligent, and attentive,
while his emcluments were for some time very scanty, he contrived
to live rather within than Leyond his income; and though he married
early, and without such a provision as prudence might have looked
for in the establishment of a family, he continued to thrive, and to
better his circumstances. This he would often mention as an en-
couragement to early matrimony, and used to say, that he never had
a child born that Providence did not send some increase of income to
provide for the increase of his household. With sufficient vigour of
mind, he had that happy flow of animal spirits, that is net easily
discouraged by unpromising appearances. By him who can lock
with firminess upon difficulties, their conquest is already half atchieved;
but the man on whose heart and spirits they lie heavy, will scarcely
be able to bear up against their pressure. The forecast of timid, or
the disgust of too delicate minds, are very unfortunate attendants for
men of business, who, to be successful, must often push improba-
bilities, and bear with rnortifications, : '

His abilities in his profession, accompanied with perfect integrity
and unabating diligence, enabled him, after the first difficulties were
pvercome, to get on with rapid suecess; and he was one of the most
flourishing men in the trade, when, in the year 1770, he purchased
a share of the patent for King's Printer of Mr. Eyre, with whom he
maintained the most cordial intimacy during all the rest of his life,
Besides the emoluments arising from this appeintment, as well ag
from a very extensive private Gusiness, he now drew largely from a
fielit which required some degree of speculative sagacity to cultivate ;
we mean that ‘great literary property which he acquired by purchasing
the copy-rights of some of thie'most celebrated authors of the time.
In this his liberality kept equal pace with his prudence, and in some
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wases went perliaps rather beyond it. Never had such rewards-been
given to the labours of literary men, as now were réceived from him
and his associates in those purchases of copy-rights from authors #,

Having now attained the first great object of business, wealth,:
Mr. Strahan looked with a very aliowable ambition on the stations
of political rank and eminence.  Politics had long occupied his active:
mind, which he had for many years pursued as his favourite amuse~
ment, by corresponding on that subject with some of the first cha-
racters of the age. Mr. Strahan’s queries to Dr. Franklin in the
year 176g, respecting the discontents of the Americans, published:
in the London Chronicle of 28th July 1778, shew the just conception
he entertained of the important consequences of that dispute, and his
anxiety as a good subject to investigate, at that early period, the proper
means by which their grievances might be removed, and a permanent
harmony restored between the two countries. In the year 1773, he
was elected a member of parliament for the borough of Malmsbury,
in Wiltshire, with a very illustrious colleague, the Hon, C. J. Fox;
and in the succeeding parliament for Wotton-Basset, in the same.
county, In this station, applying himself with that industry which
was natural to him, ke attended the Fouse with a scrupulous punc-
tuality, and was a useful member. His talents for business acquired
the tonsideration to which they were entitled, ad were not unno-~
ticed by the minister. Ses e

In his political connections he was constant to'the fiiends to whom
he had first been attached. Tle was a steady supporter of that party
who went out of administration in the spring of 1784, and lost his
seat in the House of Comimons by the dissolution of parliament
with which that change was followed ; a situation which he did nog
show any desire to resume on the return of the new parliament.

One motive for his not wishing a seat in the subsequent parliament;
was a feeling of some decline in his health, which had rather suffered
from the long sittings and Jate hours with which the political warfare
in the last had been attended. Though without any fixed disease,
his strength was visibly declining ; and though his spirits survived
his strength, yet the vigour and activity of his mind were also con~
siderably impaired. Both continued gradually ‘to decline till his
death, which happened on Baturday the gth July 1735, in the 71st
year of his age. ’

OF riches acquired by industry, the disposal is often ruled by
caprice, as if the owners wished to shew their uncontrolled power
over that wealth which their own exertions had attained, by a whim-

* A well-written account of Mr. Strahan’s connections with Mr. Hume, Dr,
Robertson, Mr. Gibben, and other of our most celebrated writers, would form
a very interesting portion of literary history and anecdote. We contess ourselves
not in possessicit of the materials necessary for such a detail; but are not with-
put hopes t: at the public may at some future time be gratified on this head, To
the friendly assistance of Mr. 8.’s pen, we know David Hume's History of
England, in particular, to have. been in some degree indebted for its wells
deserved reputation, EpiIT, o ' . o :
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sical allotment of it after their death. In this, as in other particulars,
Mr. Btrahan’s discretion and good sense were apparenf. Aftet pro-
viding munificently for his widow and children, his principal study
seems to have been to mitigate the afliction of those (and many there
were) who would more immediately have felt his loss, by bequeath-
ing them liberal annuities for their lives: and (recollecting that all of a
profession are not equally provident) he left 1000l to the Company of
Stationers, the interest to be divided in annuities of gl. each amongst
infirm old printers; of whom one half are to be natives of England
or Wales, and the other half of North Britain,

- Endued with much natural sagacity, and an attentive observation
of life, Mr. Strahan owed his rise to that station of opulence and
respect which he attained, rather to his own talents aud exertion,
than to any accidental occurrence of favourable or fortunate circum-
stances, His mind, though not deeply tinctured with learning, was
riot uninformed by letters.s ‘From a habit of attention to style, he
had acquired 2 considerable” portion of critical acuteness in the dis-
cernment of its beauties and defects.  In one branch of wiiting he
particularly excelled ; this was the epistolary, in which he not only
shewed the precision and clearness of business, but possessed aneatness
as well as fluency of expression which few letter-writers have been
known to surpass¥. Letter-writing was one of his favowrite amuse«

* M. Strahan, who was remarkable for his knowledge of mankind, and for
his nice discrimination of human characters, and who, from habits of intimacy,
was well acquainred with the powers of the late Dr. Johnscn, was so strongly
impressed with the idea of his ability to make a great figure in the House of
Commons, that he addressed the following letter on the subject, to one of the
Secyetaries of the Treasury, with a view, no doubt, of rendering a signal ser-
¥ice to government, and.to his learned friend, had the letter produced the
effect at which the worthy and very sensible writer aimed :

< Sin,

¢ You will easily recoliect, when I had the honpur of waiting on you, some
time ago, I took the liberty of observing to you, that Dr. Johnson would make
an excellent figure In the House of Commons, and heartily wished ke bad a seat
there. My reasons are briefly these: . .

“* I know his perfect good affection ‘to his Majesty, and his government,
which I am certain he wishes to support by every means in his power.

‘¢ Tle possesses a great share of manly, nervous, and ready eloquence; is
quick in discerning the strength and weakness of argument; can express him-
self with clearness and precision ; and fears the face of no man alive.

‘< His known charucter, as a man of cxtraordinary sense, aund unimpeached
virtue, would secure him the attention of the House, and could not fail to give
him a proper weight there. -

¢ Ie is capable of the greatest application, and can undergo any degree of
labour, where he sees it necessary, and where his heart and affections are
strongly engaged. His Majesiy’s ministers might thercforé securely depend on
his doing, on every proper occasion, the utmost that could be expected from
him.  They would find him ready to vindicate such mweasures as tended to pro-
mote the stability of government, and resolute and steady in cartying them intg
execution. Nor is any thing to be apprehended from the supposed impetuosity
of his remper.  To the friends of the King you will find him a lamb ; to his
enemies, a lion. ’
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wents; and amony his correspondents were men of such eminence and
taleuts as well repaid liis endeavours to eutertain them. ©ne of these,
as we have before meniioned, was the justly-celebrated Dr. Franklin,
originally a priuter like Mr. Strahan, aud his fellow-workman in early
lite in a printing-house in London, whose friendship and correspon-
dence he continued to enjoy, notwithstanding the difference of their
sentiments in political matters, which often afforled pleasantry, but
never mixed any thing acrimonious in their letters. One of the latest
he received from his illustrious and venerable {riend, contained a hu-
morous allegory of the state of politics in Britain, drawn from the
profession of Printing, of which, though the Doctor had quitted the
exercise, he had not forgotten the terms.

There are stations of acquired greatness which make men proud
to recal the lowness of that from which they rese. The native emi-
nence of Franklin's mind was above concealing. the humbleness of
his origin.  Those only who possess no ingrinsic elevation are afraid
to sully the honours to which accident has raised them, by the recol-
lection of that obscurity whence they sprung. e

Of this recollection Mr. Strahan was rather proud than ashamed;
and we have heard those who were disposed to censure him, blame
it as a.kind of ostentation in which he was weak enough to indulge.
But surely « "tis to consider too curiously, to cousider it seo.”
There is a kind of reputation which we may landably desire, and
Jjustly enjoy; and he who is sincere enough to forego the pride of
ancestry aud of birth, may, without much imputation of vanity, as-
sume the merit of his own elevation. - .

Tu that elevation, he neither triumphed over the inferiority of those
he had left below him, nor forgot the equality in which they had for-
merly stood. Of their inferiority he did not even remind them, by
the ostentation of graudeur, or the parade of wealth. In his house
there was none of that sauicy train, none of that state or finery, with
which the illiberal deiight to confound and to dazzle those who may
have formerly seen them in less enviable circumstances. No man
was more mindful of, or more solicitous to oblige, the acquaintance .

¢ For these reasons, I humbly apprehend that he would be a very able and
useful member. And I will venture to say, the employment would not be dis~
agreeable to him; and knowing, as I do, his strong affectien to the King, his
ability to setve him in that capacity, and the extreme ardour with which I am
convinced he would engage in that service, I must repeat, that I wish most
heartily 1o sce bim in the House.

¢ If you think this worthy of attention, you will be pleased to take a con-
venient opportunity of mentioning it to Lord North. If his Lordship shou'd
happily approve of it, 1 shall have the satisfuction of having been, in some de-
gree, the lumble instrument of deing my country, in my opinien, a very es=
sential service. I know your good-nature, and your zeal for the public wel-
fare, will plead my escuse for giving you this trouble. Iam, with the greatest
respect, Sir,

“ Your most obedient and humbie servant,

“OWinLzaM Stranan.?
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-or companions of his early days. The advice which his expericrics;
-or the assistance which his purse could aftord, he was ready to com-
municate; and at his table in London every gentleman found an
easy introduction, and every old acquaintance a cordial welcome.
“This was not merely a virtue of hospitality, or a duty of benevolence
‘with him ; he felt it warmly as a sentiment: and a paper in “ Tus
Mizror,” of which Mr. Strahan was the author (the Letter from
London in No. 94.), was, we are persuaded, a genuine picture of his

- feelings on the recollection of those scenes in which his youth had
been spent, and of those companions with which it had been as-
sociated, _

Such of his friends as still survive him will read the above short ac-
count of his life with interest and with pleasure. For others it may not
be altogether devoid of entertainment or of use. Living in times not
the purest in the English annals, he escaped unsullied through the
artifices of trade, and the corruption of politics. In him a strong ina-
tural dagacity, improved by an extensive knowledge of the orld,
served only to render respectable his unaffected simplicity of man=
ners, and to make his Christian philanthropy more discerning and
useful. The uninterrupted health and happiness which accompanied
him for half a century in the capital, proves honesty to be the bést
policy, temperance the greatest luxury, and the essential duties of

life its most agreeable amusement. If among the middling and busy
ranks of mankind these memoirs can afford an encouragement to the-
industry of those who are beginning to climb into life, or furnish a
lesson of moderation to those who have attained its heiglit ; if to the
first it may recommend honest industry and sober diligence ; if to
the latter it may suggest the ties of ancient fellowship and early con-
Jnection, which the pride of wealth or of station loses as much dig-
ity as it foregoes satisfaction by refusing to acknowledge ; if it shall
cheer one hour of despondency or discontent to the young; if it shall
save one frown of disdain or of refusal to the unfortunate; the
higher and more refined class of our readers will forgive the famili-
arity of the example, and consider, that it is not from the biography
of heroes or of statesmen that instances can be drawn to prompt the
conduct of the bulk of mankind, or to excite the useful though less
splendid virtues of private and domestic life *,

* For'the ground-work of these Memoirs, and particularly for the moral .
applications which they contain, our readers are indebted to the elegant ped
of Mr, Mackenzie, author of Tur Mav or FerriNe, &c &c. &é.
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A SERMON

PREACHED BEFORE . -

THE GRAND LODGE
OF THE MOST ANCIENT AND HONOURABLE FRATERNITY

OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS
GF ENGLAND,

ACCORDING TO THE OLD CONSTITUTIONS,

e
Ge

At Camponwrrt Cuuncs, on Tuesday the 24tb Duy of June 1783,
being the Anniversary of the Festival of S1. Jonx the BAPTIST,

BY COLIN MILNE, LL. D.
GRAND CHAPLAIN TO THE FRATERNITY.

TReprinted in this Magazine by the obliging permission of its elegant
o and legrned Author.] .

Roaaxs xiv, ver. 16,
Let not your good be evil spoken qf.

T has ever been the practice of vulgar ignorance to abuse what it

could not compreliend ; to assert that there must be faults where

it had not the sagacity to discover excellence ; and, if united with

bigotry and power, to persecute with virulence, and extirpate with-
out merey. ‘ : '

Proceedings of this kind, however much to be lamented, excite
not our surprize; they are exactly such as our reasonings on the
nature of the human mind give us the justest ground to expect; and
the daily experience of the world confirms the expectation. But
when characters of a superior description, men of elevated under-
standing, extensive information, and liberal sentiments, adopt a si-
milar plan of conduct, cur astonishment is called forth; we are lost
in suppositions and conjectures; nor can easily render consistent a
manly and tolerating spirit in some matters, with a mean, contracted,
intolerant disposition in others.

I am led to this observation, at present, by reflecting on the illiberal
restrictions to which our Ancient and Royal Craft has been lately
sub’ected on several parts of the Continent, from the mistaken policy
and unfounded suspicions of a prince, not more llustrious by his ex-
tent of dominion and weight of influence, than respectable for the
general soundness of his views, and the wise decorums of an enlarged
mind. In the following discourse, therefore, as far as with propriety
it may be done in a mixed assembly, I shall endeavour, both in behalf
of our injured Brethren in the Austrian dominions, and in defence of
the Order itself, which hath often been unjustly attacked, to refute the
»:al‘x_xmnicisX rw‘nich have been bestowed upon it in abundauce, by evin«

Tor, 1V,
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cing, that, from the admirable purity of its principles, the Institution
to which we have the honour to belong is not merely innocent, but
truly laudable; that it tends, in the directest manner, to inspire its
professors with the noblest conceptions of God, to render them obe-
dient subjects to the powers thai be, and observant of every virtue
which endears men to the community ; of fidelity and justice; of
industry and temperance; of fortitude and patience; of hospitality,
brotherly kinduess, and charily; that, in fine, it is a structuve not more
venerable on account of its antiquity, than sacred by the purposes to
which it is applied; a structure founded upon plety, supported by
the humadn, divine, and social virtues, and equally distinguished for
beauty, sublimity, and strength, I am sensible that, in the prose-
cution of such an argument, nothing can be advanced that is not
already well known to my Brethren of the Order. The review,
however, may be so far useful, as, by reminding my hearers of the
excellence of our Constitutions and maxims, 1 afford them an oppor-
tunity of enquiring whether they be Masons, as too many are Chris-
tians, in name and 1 profession only, or in deed and in truth.

1. Isetout with remarking, that much of the abuse which is levelled
at our Order, has originated in that inviolable secresy which its Con-
stitutions enjoin, and we pledge ourseives to observe. But not to
mention the strength which the virtue of secresy habitually practised
confessedly imparts to the mind, and the praise which in other
matters the person possessed of this rare qualification universally ob~
tains; we have to urge in our defence, that, if conceahment be a
fault, it is a fmilt the odium of which Masonry refuses not to incur,
since it has the honour of sharing it with some of the wisest institu~
tions of antiquity. At a time when the world was immersed in the
profoundest ignorance, consequently enslaved by the grossest super~
stition, and so far from being disposed for relishing the sublime doc-~
trines of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, had they been then revealed to
mankind, that it could not even receive the ‘more obvious truths of
natural religion; the few who, in this state of general debasement,
had the advantage of a superior understanding, and were prompted
to the exertion of its powers by a contemplative and enquiring turn
of mind, formed themselves into societies for the improvement and
diffusion of natural, moral, and religious knowledge. The rules for
the government of these societies, and especially for the admission of
‘members, were of the strictest nature, and inviolably observed. No
person of mean talents, low manners, or known profligacy, could
obtain a suffrage, The prohibition was universal,

¢ Hence, far hence, O ye profane!”

The candidate whose manners and natural abilities were approved,
underwent certain preparatory austerities, performed certain initiatory
. 3ites, and, above all, bound himself in the strongest manner to per-
petual secresy. The initiated, amongst other points of doctrine,
were instructed in the unity and perfections of God, the beauty and
moral fitness of virtue, the arguments-which render probable an here-
- after, and the conjectures of human reason respecting the mode of



FOR MARCH 1798 - T

Future punishment and reward.  So much, however, was concealment
affected, that even these truths, sublime and important as they are,
though sometimes more clearly revealed ®, were much oftener covered
with the veil of symbol, hieroglyphic, and allegory. Such of my
Tearers as are conversant in these subjects will readily recoliect, that
all the wisdom and Jearning of the ancient Egyptians, for his pre-
eminence in which, Moses, the Jewish legislator, is commemorated
in Scripture +, were conveyed in this mysterious and emblematical
manner. From Egypt, the crudle of the Arts, symbolical science, of
which Masonry is a distinguished branch, passed first into Greece,
probably by the medium of the founder of Athens{, who was a
native of Egypt, and afterwards into Italy by that of Pythagoras §,

% Irappears f[fom authentic monuments, that several of tlte dncient nations, the
Lgyptians in particuiar, occasionally expressed themselves in the clearest ferms.
on the subject of the unity of God, as well as of other doctrines of natural reli-
gion. Plutarch mentions the following inscription on an Egyptian temple z
¢ I am all that has been, is, and ever shall be; no man has ever raised up the
¢¢ veil with which I am covered.” And this on a statue of Isis still remains ¢
¥¢ To thee, who, being one, art all things.” The following ancient verses of
Orpheus were recited by the Hieropbantes 4t the opening of the Lleusinian My-
steries: ¢ Walk in the path of justice ; worship the sole Master of the Universe;
%< Jie is One; he is singly by himself; to him all beings owe their existence;
“ he acts in them, and by them; he sees all, and néver was. seen by mortal
_¢¢eyes.,” Apuleius, too; has preserved.part of the initiatory prayer used by the
priestesses of Isis: ¢ The celestial powers serve thee, the infernal regions owe
¢¢ thee submission ; the universe revolves in thine hand; thy feet trample upon
¢ Tartarus ; the planets answer thy voice; the seasons returht at thy command ;
#¢ the elements obey thee.” Sentiments of a similar nature frequently occur in
those very ancient works, the Shasta, Vedam, and Ezour-vedam of the Indians,
and the Zend and Sadder of the Persians.
- Acts vil, vers 22,

$ The introduction of the Egyptian Theology into Greece is ascribed by some
sriters to Orpheus the Argonaut; by others, with niore probability, to a native
Egyptian of un earlier period.  Such was Cecrops, who founded Athens, which,
before its dedication to Minerva, was called Cecropia from its founder. His re~
moval from Egypt into Attica SirIsaac Newton has placed in the twelfth century
before Christ,  Other Chronologers place that event much higher, in the year of
the world 2448, and upwards of 1500 years before our vulgar wra. )

§ Pythagoras, the Samian, who was contemporary with Confucius, the Chinese
philosopher, and with the second Zerdhust, or Zoroaster, tle celebrated legis-
Iator of the Persians, after travelling in pursuit of knowledge into Egypt, Pha-
nicia, Chaldwa, and India, and teaching a considerabie time in Greece, settled in
that part of Italy which was called Magna Grecia, from the Greek colonies with
which it abounded, and became founder of a school of philosophy, which is well
known by the name of the Italic School.  Pythagoras taught at Crotona, Meta-
pontum, and Tarcutum, -and flovrished in the sixth century before Christ. It

vas this philosophier who, contemplating the harmony, proportion, and design,
which prévail in the aniverse, first gave it the name of Korpog, that is, Order. The
Goliden Verses of Pythagoras, though they contain the sum of his doctrine, are
supposed to have been written, not by himself, but by Epicharmus or Empedocles,
who were both his discipies. Diogenes Laertius, Iamblichus, and Porphyry,
swio have each writtén the life of Pythagoras, with much useful information have
intermixed a variety of absurdities and falschoods. The two last in particular,
being bitter eunermies to the Christians, invented a thousand legendary tales,
with o view of magnilying wieir hero, aud depreciating the Founder of Christia

X
L )



156 THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE,

whom an enterprising genius, joined to an ardent pursuit of know-
ledge, procured, though a stranger, initiation into the Egvptizn
mysteries, notwithstanding the painful rites of preparation, and the
varicus obstacles which, to damp his ardour, the priests neglected no
opportinity of casting in his way. It was this illustrious characler
who first rejecting the name of Sacr, Soruist, or Wiss, which meu
of science had before his time with sufficient arrogance assumed, wus
satisfied with the more modest and humble appeilation of Puivo-
SOPHER, thatis, LovErR oF Wisponr. The probationary silence of
five years which he imposed upon his disciples before they were
admitted to the full knowledge of his doctrine is well known ; an ',
whilst it amply justifies the less rigorous restrictions of our Order,
must place the abilities of this wonderful man in a most respectable
point of view, who could procure attention to his doctrines, not-
withstanding their extiaordinary severity of aspect, and attract such
multitudes of followers, undeterred either by compliance with the
dificult injunction just mentioned, or by the still harder abservance
of the previous discipline, : ’
But the most august and venerable institution in all antiquity of
the symbolical kind, and which, nevertheless, encountered the most
virulent abuse, was that celebrated every fifth year with the utmeost
solemnity at Eleusis, a city of Atticain Greece. ~ There is 110 question
that these Mysteries, termed Eleusinian from the place of their cele-
bration, and sometimes The Mysteries, by way of eminence, did not-
always retain their primitive purity ; and that they owed their de-
clension to a cause which must ultimately prove destructive to any
society—the introduction of mean and dissoliite members. It is
equally certain, however, that at first they were admirably qualified,
In an age “ wholly given to idolatry” and vice, to check the torrent
of impiety and licentiousness, by impressing the mind with sublime
apprehensions of the Divine Nature, with gratitude for all his provi-
dential kindness, and with an ardent desire and emulation to excel in
virtue, by the hopes which they inspired of a state of felicity as the
reward of the virtuous beyond the grave ¥, Accordingly, from the
time of Solon, the great Atheniau lawgiver, to that of Cicero, a
period of more than five hundred years, scarce a character distine
guished for probity or wisdom, who became not an associate in this
Masowsy, as I may term it, of the heathen world ; and that Socrates

anity, -There is a pleasing account of this matter, and a full confutation of the
writers just mentioned, as well as an excellent contrast betwixt the character,
conduct, and mode of ‘instruction of Christ and Pythagoras, in the first volume
of the Observer, an agreeable collection of moral and literary essays laiely pub-
lished, and which is ascribed to Mr. Cumberiand. .

* ¢ Among many other advantages which we have derived from Athens,”
says Cicero, speaking of these mysteries, ¢ this is ihe greatest—that it has not
‘¢ only taught us to live cheerfully, but to die in the hope of a more happy futu~
STy e Illis mysteriis - = = -~ e oo L4 Lol neque solum cum la-
1itid wivendi rationem accepimys, sed stiom cum spe meliors meriandi,~~Cicino de Legi-
sus, lib. ii, -

v
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fornished an excepticn was considered even by his friends as highly
reproachful to the philosopher, and afforded his enemies abundant
matter of accusation and triumph. Clean bands and a pure beart
were indispensable requisites in all who aspired to the knowledge of
the Sacred Mysteries #.  The rites of initiation are described as
having been splendid and awful in the highest degree. The Scene—
a farge and magnificent temple.—The Time-—to inspire veneration
and religious dread—the hour of midnight.—The Action—a species
‘of dramatic exhibition, in which, amongst other subjects of a sacred
nature, were represented, in the most glowing colours, the happiness
and joys of the good in a future world ; the distractions, horrors, and
" torments of the wicked¢. One of the initiatory ceremonies was .
striking, and for its peculiarity deserves your attention. The can~
didate for adimission, after vows of secresy {, sanctioned by penalties

% Lampridius relates in his dlezander Severus, that, previous to the celebration
of the rites, proclamation was made aloud by the herald, that ¢ none should
«¢ enter the sacred inclosure, but such as knew themselves to be pure and upright~
¢ in heart:* (2) —A prohibition which is said to have had such an effect, by the
solemnity of its delivery, upon tie heart of the cruel and relentless Nero, that,
when in his journey to Greece he wished for admission to the Sacred Mysteries,
and approached the temple for that purpose, he was stopped by a voice of repre-.
hension, which reminded him of all his atrocious crimes, but in particular of the:
murder of his mother, and he voluntarily withdrew, not daring to profane an act
of religion by the presence of a parricide. Suetonius’s words are these: Pere<
grinatione quiden. Gracie, Elewsiniis sacris, quorum initiatione impii et scelerati voce preconis
submovereitur, interesse non ausus est—SUETON. in Neron. cap. Xxxiv.

+ The learned Bishop Warburton in his curious ¢ Dissertations on the
Mysteries of the Ancients,” has endeavoured to prove, that the sixth book of the
ZEneid of Virgil is an exact transcript of the dramas alluded to, and of the doc-
trines which they were intended to convey. This opinion has been ably com-
bated, and, as some think, satisfactorily refuted, by the authorof a treatise en~
titled, ¢ Critical Observations on the sixth Book of the ZAneid,” who, though
anonymoeus, is generally supposed to be the elegant historian of the ‘¢ Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire,”” If in this question we were inclined to adopt
the afirmative, and to believe that, in his beautiful description of the invisible
world, the poet has betrayed the secrets of his order, we must at least allow,
that the reader of taste is highly indebted to him for the treachery; and that
Masonry itself, however hostile to deceit, needs not disdain to acknowledge its
obligations from the conviction thence afforded, that even the best and sublimest
institutions may, by the united effurts of ignorance, prejudice, and malice, be
traduced as the meanest and the worst, )

1 Whosoeve: revealed the mysteries, that is, disclosed them to the uninitiated,
besides being for ever after deemed infamous, was subjected to capital punish-
ment upon conviction, Alcibiades, as we lcarn from Plutarch and Nepos, being
accused in his absence from Athens of having not only revealed but profaned
them by amock celebration at his house, was, upon his not appearing to the in-
formation, capitally condemned, had his goods confiscated, and by the priests of
the ceremoties was solemnly devoted to the infernal gods. Nor was death the
punishment of those only who published the sacred rites; the sentence was
equally severe against all who either with design or through ignovance were
present at their celebration without being previously initiated ; and the historian
Livy informs us, that Philip, King of Macedon, made war upon the Athenians,

(=) Hence Virgil’s

Procul, § procul este profants +
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the strongest that could possibly be devised, was presented witli 2
crown, on which he trampled. Then the Hierornantses, or Grand
Officiating Master, as we would term him, drawing the sacred knife,
held it over the head of the iuitiated, wiwo, feigning to be struck, fell
to the ground as dead ; andscon after reviving, was supposed to have
entered on a new existence, and obliged himself to a thorough renc-
vation both of temper and conduct,

It is not, however, from Paganism alené that we can produce
proofs of our position, that even the best iustitutions, when con-
ducted with secresy, have generally excited calumiy and abuse.
The argument extends to Chilstianity itselfl  1n the first ages of the
church, the clandestite manner in which the Christians, from the
persecuting spirit that prevuiled, were obliged to celebrate their
Agape or Love-feusts, and to commemorate the death of their
Master in the ordinance of his appointment, afforded their enemies
occasion of the vilest slander: aud though Pliny the younger, who,
at the desire of the emperor, had made the strictest inquisition i
his province into the nature and design of their meetings, pronounced
themn in the most unreserved terms to be perfectly iuocent, yet we
are assured by one of the early futhers, that their ealing the flesh, and
drinking the blood of Christ, in a figurative sense, were converted by
the malice of their adversaries into the actual devouring of children:
nay, their charity and fraternal affection, however admirable, and even

on account of two Acarnanian youths, who imprudently venturing into the
temple with the crowd on the day of the celebration of the mysteries, withoug
having been qualified to be present, paid for their rash curlosity with their lives.
Of the infamy which attended those who divulged the mysteries, we may judge
£rom that strong expression of Horace, -
—— etabo, qui Cereris sacrum
Vulgdrit arcane, sub isden
&it trabibus, fragilemgque mecum ) .
Solvat phasclui. Carm. lib, i, ods 24

And Ovid asks with emphasis,
Quis Cereris ritus audet vulgore prafanis £

Suetonius relates in his life of Claudius Casar, that an attempt was made by
that emperor to translate the solemnity in question from Atticia to Rome. This,
however, was not accomplished till the reign of Adrian, when the mysteries
ceased to be Griecian, and soon afier ccased likewise 1o be pure. They were
not totally abolished till the reign of the clder Theodosius. For farther partis
culars respecting these celebruted ancient rites, whieh, as Diodorus Siculus as-
sures us, were an exact representation of those of the Egyptian Isis; the curious
reader is referred to a treatise of Meursius, entitled £lewsirie ; to Clemens Alex~
andrinus’s Cobortatio ad Gent.; Yotter’s dul quities of Greece, Vol. 1. Histoire du
Ciel, par L?AbbE Pluche, tom L; L’ dutiquity desoiled par sex usages, par M.
Boulanger, towm. IL.; Warburton’s Disseriations on the Mysteries of the drcientsy
in his Divine Legation of Moses, book ii. section 4.5 several papers in the Memvires
de I dcademie des Belles Lettres ; and The Religion of the ncient Greels itlusirated —=
a work just {ranslated from the French of M. Le Clerc de Septchenes, and of
which the author of this sermen regrets that he bad not an opportunity of availing
himselif before he preached it, as it contains the fullest anid best account lse has
scen of the Secret Forship of the ancients, 15 origin and object, aud the spirit
of the ceremonies by which it was accompanied, :
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admired by those who traduced them, were, by the same malignity of
disposition, construed into crimes, and occasioned imputations too
gross to mention, - .

11. Having said thus much in defence of the mystery and con-
cealment which Masonry professes, 1 am now briefly, as I proposed,
to appear the apologist of its morals, and evince that, both by its
principles and practice, it is friendly to the best interests of mankind,
and well adapted to meliorate the character, and adorn it with every
natural, social, and religious virtue.

(To be concluded in our next.)

TO THE
EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS MAGAZINE.

Sin, .
AM a man of genius, who, like many others of the same class, am
sometimes in want of a little cash. It is possible, sir, you may
be sometimes in need of a little of my assistance in my techuical ca-
pacity ; and, as I shall at all times be glad of your assistance in sup-
plying my deficiencies, we may, if you please, establish a corre-
spondence that may be advantageous to us both, With- that view I
make offer of my services, whenever you chuse to call for them.

My genius, sir,-is not confined to any particular line: it takes in
the whole bounds of nature. Ihave alveady written, with the highest
applause, on history, palitics, astronomy, and ethics; on geography,
law, physic, agriculture, and the military art: but my forfe is poetry,
and the belles lettres. . What kind of poetry do you like best? Is it
the elegiac? I give you a small specimen in that strain-—

Breathe soft, ye breezes! gently breathe,
And scent with sweets the balmy gale;
Suspend thy nete, sweet Philomel,
And listen to my tender tale

But I must not give you the tale, till I receive you knpw wbat.
Here follows a specimen of the pastoral strain, which perhups may
better suit your taste.

‘When young, I was cheerful and gay,
My spirits were lively and free ;
1 studied not what I should say,
Nor lov’d any but those that fov’d me,
But now I am-pensive and pale,
- My mind is distracted with care;
Nrysa heeds not my piiful tale,
And I die of chagrin and despair,

Do you delight in classical inscriptions ? Here is a specimen

Stranger, approach with reverence due
This hallow’d shrine, which holds the dear remains
Of what was once most lovely ! Dare not to plack that rose
Which blushes sweet; an emblem of the beauteous innocence
That warm'd the cheek of my Maria, Oh! if ever wedded love



160 THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE,

Inspir’d thy bosom with th’ expansive glow thatanswers to a husband’s nante,
‘Retire, and silent drop a tear for him whose only consolation
Is to rear those lovely plants thou seest, which she in life esteem’d,
And twine the branches of that sacred bower which her own hands

" First planted.  Or, if it please thee more to rest a while in this retir'd asylum,
Indulge thy wish : angels will guard thee from all thoughts of ill,
And harmonise thy soul to love and friendship, -

But if you love not these plaintive strains, and rather wish for bold
heroic measure, I am here also ready to answer your call, as you will

find by the following specimen :

O for a Muse, a muse of thunder | ) B
To fill th’ astonish’d world with wonder —

While I recount the actions dire

Of villains breathing blood and fire,

‘Who mighty London threaten’d to consume,

As Catiline of old did mightier Rome,

But lyric measure is my chief delight; that sweetly-varied measure,
in which the poet can display all the unbounded strength of his
genius, unfettered by forms and trammels ; in which he can make.

The clarion shrill
Sound at his will;
Make thunders roll
That shake the pole,
And rend the Welkin wild with loud affray ;
Or, in numbers trim and gay,
Sing the sweets of blooming May !
Or, in.notes solemn and dull, '
To sweet repose the spirits Iuil.
On a bed of roses,
Sce, the nymph reposes !
Stop the flute,
Be nature mute;
¢ Or, in a dying, dying fall,””
Sink all to rest, men, women, children, brutes, and all,
Hark | 1 hear the din of battle ;-
-~ Trumpets sound, and drums do rattle;
Horses neigh,
Asses bray ;
The wide-mouth’d cannon loudly roar;
‘Whole ranks are steep’d in blood and gore.
Heard you that groan ?
? Tis Nature’s self that makes her moan,
" Dismal cries
Rend the skies :
. Piteous sighs
Spontanecus rise
Alas, he dies! he dies! the mighty herc dies!
¢ In broken troops, trembling, the scar’d horses trot,”
In oceans of blood mangled carcases float; )
‘While, pale with fear,
Bellona in the rear,
The infantry in sad disorder fly, ‘
And in whole ranks beneath the victor’s sword inglorious die,

O, sir! I could write for ever in this strain—for ever could I
wiite In praise of modern poetry, and of the immense improvements

x
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that have been lately made in lyric measure. In the above specimen,
1 have insensibly caught some of the greatest beauties of the greatest
poets of modern times. 1 might have quoted the parallel passages at
the bottom of the page; but I suppose they will not escape your
eagle-eyed perception—There, sir, is not that a fine expression ? I
could give you a thousarid such, culled from modern crators—were
my pockets full. My spirits would theh -overflow, and. I could
write—
¢ O heav'ns! how I could write !’

but at present my pocket is empty, and I cannot soar aloft on those
eagle pinions, which would bear me far beyond the reach of common
mortals’ ken. .

If you can supply in abundance the one thing needful, 1 shall supply
you with abundance of beautiful compositions. Nay, I doubt not
but in due time I may equal the old Grecian bard, or even the great
Ossian himself. —Adieu !—1In hopes of hearing from you soon, I
remain with great impatience, and on the tiptoe of expectancy, your

humble servant,
TIMOTHY HAIRBRAIN,

DETACHED SENTIMENTS.
Plué ultra, o

: MASONRY.
HE same Masonic philanthropy which, rising superior to reli-
gious prejudices, has ever united in social benevolence the
members of this distinguished Fraternity, extends its influence even
to the grave.

"T'o have a heart to do good to others, and abilities to gratify that
pleasure, is indisputably one of the greatest blessings in this life, as
it brings us nearer to the divine perfections of the Almighty Ar-
chitect. ’ .

The Freemasons are the only corporation, whether under the name
of a church, a nation, or a society, who have melted the knowledge of
God the Creator, possessed by the antients, into the same fire with
ihe knowledge of a Redeemer, given to the Christians, May they
shine with invigorated glories !

As Masons, we shotild not only live happily ourselves, and spznd
our time in beneficial occupations or agreeable amusement, but be
likewise mutually assistant to each other, and instruments for the
‘good of human society ; which, in the scripture phrase, is_“to be all
 of one mind, having compassion one to another, and fo love as
 Brethren;” as all that have been true and faithful have set an ex-
ample to the Free and Accepted.

Oue of the first cares of a Mason ought to be, to avoid the reproaches
of his.own heart ; his next, to escape the censures of the worlda

Vou 1V, Y
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ORDER OF
THE PROCESSION
ON LAYING
THE FOUNDATION-STONE

OF THE
WEW BUILDINGS FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURCIH,

ON MONDAY NOVEMBER 16, 1789, AND A.L. 5789.

HE streets being lined with the city guard and the military
doing garrison dutv in the castle, about eleven o’cloc k, fore-
noon, the procession began in the following order :

The Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Council in their robes, with the City

Regalia carried before them.
The Principal and Professors of the University, in their gowns, with the

Mace carvied before them,
The Students, with green laurel in their hats.
A hand of singers, conducted by Mr. Schetkey.
The different Lodges of Iree and Accepted Masons, with their proper in=
signia, &c.

A band of instrumental musie,

‘When they had reached the scite of the New College, the Grand
Master standing on the east, with the Substitute on his right hand,
and the Grand Wardens on the west, the square, the plumb, the level,
and the mallet, were successively delivered by an operative to the
Substitute, and by him to the Grand Master, who applied the square
to that part of the stone which was square, the plumb to the several
edges, the level above the stone in several positions, and wzth the
m'ﬂlet he gave three knocks, saying,

“ May the Grand Architect of the Universe grant a blessing on this
¢ foundation-stone, which we have now laid, 'md by his Providence
 enable us to finish this and every other W(uk which may be un-
¢ dertaken for the embellishiment and advantage of this city I On
this the Brethren gave three huzzas.

The cornucopia and two silver vessels were then brought from the

ablc, and delivered—the cornucopia to the Substitute, .mc‘ the two -
vessels to the Wardens, and were succcsswery presented to the Grand
Master, who, according to an ancient ceremony, poured the corn,
the wine, and the oi], which they contained, on the stone, saying,
¢ May the all-bounteous Authar of Nature bless this city with abun-
¢ dance of corn, wine, and oil, and with all the necessaries, conve-
njences, and comforts cf ]ife7 and may the same Almighty Power
preserve this city from ruin and decay to the latest posterity !I”  On
tm the Brethren again gave three huzzas.

~ The Grand Master afterwards addressed himself to t‘lc Lord Pro-
vost and Magistrates as follows ;

o

&¢

(44
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% My Lord Provost and Magistrates of the City of Edinburgh,
« In compliance with your request, 1 have now had the honour,
in the capacity of Grand Master Mason of Scotland, to lend my aid
towards laying that stone on which it is your intention to erect a
new College. 1 must ever consider it as one of the fortunate events’
in my life, that the Craft of Free and Accepted Masons should be
called forth to assist at an undertaking so laudable and so glorious,
during the time that, from their affectlon, 1 have the honour of
sitting in the chair of the Grand Lodge. .
« The attention to the improvement of this city, manifested by the’
Magistrates your predecessors in office, has for many years excited
the admiration of their fellow-citizens.” The particular exertion of
¢ your lordship and your colleagues have merited, and it gives me-
“ infinite satisfaction to say, have obtained, the universal approbation®
of all ranks of men, _ ’
« 'The business of this day, equally to be remémbered in the annals
¢ of this city and of Masonry, will transmit your name with lustre
¢ to posterity. Thousands yet unborn, learning to admire your"
¢ virtues, will thereby be stimulated to follow the great example you’
have set them, of steady patriotism, love of your country, and:
“anxious desire to-advance the welfare, and increase the fame, of-
the city of Edinburgh. - o
“ In the name of the Craft of Free and Accepted Masons, and in
my owi, I sincerely implore the protection of the Supreme Archi-*-
‘ tect of the Universe on your Lordship, and your Brethren in the
® magistracy. May you long continue here tlie ornaments of civil’
“ soclety ; and may you hereafter be received into those mansions,
 those Lodges, prepared in Heaven for the blessed !” '
~ To this address the Lord Provdst, in name of the Magistrates- and
Town Council of the city of Edinburgh, made a suitable reply.
. The Grand Master next addressed the Principal, as representing
the University of Edinburgh, as follows : ’ ‘
“ Rewverend Sir, . , _
“ Permit me to congratulate you as Psincipal, and your Brethren’
as professors of the University of Edinburgh, on the work in whicl*
we have this day been engaged.—A work worthy of your patrens,
who, (ever considering tle public good) will not permit the seat’
« of learning established in this ancient metropolis to bear the ap-~
¢ pearance of decay, at a time when so much aftention is bestowed
¢ on the elegance and convenience both of public and private edi~
fices. : . .
“ Permit me likewise to congratulate my country on the proba-
bility of'seeing tise diiferent chairs of the magnificent structure now
“ to be erected, filled by men so distinguished for their piety, so
« eminent for their learning, and so celebrated for their abilities, as -
those to whom I now have the honour of addressing myself.
“ Any panegyric I can pronounce must fall so farshort of what is
due to you, sir,-and your honourable and learned Brethren, that it
would be presumpton in me to attempt to express my sense of -
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your deserts.  Suffice it to say, that the Grand Lodge of Scotland,
and the Lodges depending on it, are most happy in having this
opportunity of assisting at, and witnessing the laying the founda-
tion from whence, it is their earnest wish, a building may arise, which
in future ages may be as renowned for the excellence of its teachers,
and as much respected for the propriety of conduct in its students,
as the university now is over which you have the peculiar satis-

¢ laction. of presiding. g

“ May the Alnighty Architect, the Sovereign Disposer of ail-
events, grant, that the Principal and Professors of this College may
continue to deliver their instructions, and the students to receive
their admonitions, in such a manner as may redound to the glory
of God, the promoting of science, and the extension of all useful

 learning ! :

To which the Reverend Principal made the following reply :

<. Most Worshipful, ' )
“ From very humble beginnings the University of Edinburgh has
attained to such eminence as entitles it to be ranked among the
most celebrated seminaries of learning. Indebted to the bounty
of several of our sovereigns ; distinguished particularly by the gra-

 cious prince now seated on the British throne, whom with gratitude

we reckon among the most munificent of our Royal benefactors;
and.cherished by the' continued attention and good offices of our
honourable patrons, this university can now boast of the number
and variety of its institutions for the instruction of youth i all the
branches of literature. and science.

. ““ With. what integrity and discernment persons have been chosen

to preside in each of these departments, the character of my learned
colleagues affords the most satisfying evidence. From confidence
in their abilities, and assiduity in discharging the duties of their
respective offices, the University of Edinburgh has become a seat
of education, not ouly to youth in every part of the British domi-
nions, but," to the honour of our country, students have been at-
tracted to it from almost every nation in Europe, and every state

in America.

“ One thing still was wanting. The apartments appropriated for
the accommodation of professors and students were so extremely
unsuitable to the flourishing state of the university, that it has long
been the general wish to have buildings more decent and conve-
nient. erected. What your lordship has now done, gives a near
prospect of having this wish accomplished; and we consider it as
a most auspicious circumstance, that the foundation-stone of this
new mansion of science is Iaid by your lordship, who, among your
ancestors, reckon a man whose original and universal genius
places him high among the illustrious persons who have contributed
most eminently to enlarge the boundaries of human knowledge. -

¢ Permit me to add, what I regard as my own peculiar felicity,
that, by having remained in my present station much longer than

-any of my predecessors, I have lived to witness an event so bene-
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¢ ficial to fhis university, the prosperity of which is near to my heart,
and has ever been the object of my warmest wishes.

« May Almighty God, without the invocation of whom no action
of importance should be begun, bless this undertaking, and enable
us to carry it on with success. May he continue to protect our
university, the object of whose institutions is to instil into the
minds of youth principles of sound knowledge, to inspire them with
the love of religion and virtue, and to. prepare them for filling the
various situations in society with honour to themselves, and with
s henefit to their country -—All this we ask in the mame of Christ;
« and unto the Father; the Son, and the Holy Spirit; we ascribe the
« kingdom, power, and glory. Amen.”

After the Principal had finished his speech, the Brethren again gave
three huzzas, which concluded the ceremony. :

Two crystal bottles, cast on purpose at the glass-house of Leith,
were deposited in the foundation-stone. In one of these were put
different coins of the present reign, each. of which being previously
enveloped in crystal in-such an ingenious manner that the legend on
the coins could be distinctly read without breaking the crystal. In
the other bottle was deposited seven rolls.of vellum, containing a short
aceount of the original foundation and present state of the university,
together with several other papers, and the latest Edinburgh news-
papers containing advertisements relative to the college, &c. and alist
of the names of the present Principal and Professors; alse of the
present Lord. Provost and Magistrates, and Officers of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland. The bottles being ‘carefully sealed up, were
covered with-a plate of copper wrapt in block tin3 and upon the under
side of the copper were engraved the avms of the city of Edinburgh;
and of the University ; likewise the arms of the Right Hon. Lord Na-
pier, Grand Master Mason of Scotland. Upon the upper side-a Latis
inscription, of which the following is a copy =

Co ANNUENTE DEO OPT. MAX.
REGNANTE GEORGIO IiI. PRINCIPE
~ MUNIFICENTISSIMO;
ACADEMIZE EDINBURGENSIS
EDIBUS,
INITIO QUIDEM HUMILLIMIS,
ET JAM, POST DUO SECULA, PENE RUINOSIS;
NOVI BUJUS ZDIFICIL, - 7
UBI COMMODITATI SIMUL BT ELEGANTLE,
TANTO DOCTRINARUM DOMICILIO
DIGNE,
CONSULERETUR,

- PRIMUM LAPIDEM POSUIT.
PLAUDENTE INGENTI OMNIUM ORDINUM
FREQUENTIA
VIR NOBILLISSIMUS
FRANCISCUS DOMINUS NAPIER,
REIPUS, ARCHITECTONICA APUD SCOTO3

. CURIO MAXIMUS:
XVI, KAL. DECEMB,
ANNO SALUTIS BUMANZE MDCCLXXXIX,
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ZERE ARCHITECTONICZ I»oIoCCLXXXIX, .

' CONSULE THOMA ELDER. . :
ACADEMIZE PRAEFECTO
GULIELMO ROBERTSON,

ARCHITECTO ROBERTO ADAM.

Q. F. F. Q. 8.

TransLATION of the InscripTION, not upon the stone s

) By the Blessing of Almighty Gop, .
In the Reign of the most munificent Prince Geo. III,
The Buildings of the University of Edinburgh,
Being originally very mean,
And now, after two Centuries, almost a Ruin,
The Right Honourable Francis Lord Napier, |
Grand Master of the Fraternity of Freemasons in Scotland,
) Anmidst the Acclamations .
Of a prodigiéus Concourse of all Ranks of People,
: Laid the Foundation-sione
. Of this New Fabric; :
In which a Union of Elegance with Convenience,
Suitable to the Dignity of such a celebrated Seat
Of Learning,
Has been studied 3 :
On the 16th Day of November,
In the Year of our Lord 1780,
And of the Zra of Masoury 5789, :
Thomas Elder being the Lord Provostof the City,
‘William Robertson the Principal of the University,
And Robert Adam the Architect.
- May the Undertaking prosper, and be crowned with Success !

The anthem being sung, the Brethren, &c. returned to the Pare
liament-house, the procession being reversed, o

The Grand Master was supported on the right hand by Sir William
Forbes, Bart. a former Grand Master; and on the left by his Grace
the Duke of Buccleugh. L L . co

The Lord Provost, Magistrates, aund, Council, walked in their
robes; his Lordship being supported on. the right and left by the tivo
eldest Bailies. o . Y

Principal Robertson was supported on the right hand by the Rev,

. Dr. Hunter, professor of divinity, and on the left by Dr. Hardie, pro«
fessor of church history. The other professors; and a great number
of students, followed. ~The professors were in their gowris ; and all
of them, as well as the students, had asprig of laurel in their hats.

A large drawing of the east front of the New College was carried in
the procession before the Grand Lodge, by two operative Masons.”

The music, both vocal and instrumental, was well conducted, and
consisted of some excellent pieces composed for the ocgcasion,

A very elegant and sumptuous entertainment was afterwards given
in George-street assembly-rooms, by the Lord Provost and Magistrates,
to the Grand Master, the members of the Grand Lodge, and others
of the Brethren; and also to the nobility, gentry, and principal
inhabitants of this city; for which purpose cards of invitation to

'
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the number of goo were issued.  Upwards of 300 noblemen and gen-
tlemen were present, and the whole was conducted with the greatest
regularity and order. )

"This was the most numerous and brilliant procession ever exhibited
in this city : it extended from the scite of the New College to the
“Tron Church in a compact body.

"HINTS
." FOR THE (ECONOMY OF
TIME, EXPENCE, LEARNING, AND MORALITY ;

PESIGNED FOR THE EASE AND BENEFIT OF THE FASHIONABLE WOI{LD;

TIME.

1. O time to be expended on thought, as nothing comes of it

N among men of fashion. : )

2. The wear and tear of time by constant use to be avoided, as so
precious an article ought to be employed sparingly.

" 3. Time often to be protracted by long and wearisome lounges, by
way of making the most of it. ,

. 4. When time is heavy with lassitude, and dull with inoccuipation,
De tender of using it in this torpid and vapourish condition, and- en-
deavour to refresh it by the slumbers of inanity. o

5. Make up your mind at once and irrevocably on every question:

by these means you save the time that would otherwise be lost in
choosing, and need never after waste a moment in hearing what another
man has to say. .
" 6. Avoid the acquisition of too many new ideas, which will de-
mand considerable time to arrange themselves in your minds. The
fewer your ideas, the more speedily will your measures be taken, and
your resolutions formed ; it being a much shorter process to determine
with two ideas than with half a score. ;

7. Dispossess vourself as much as possible of all feeling for other
men ; for this is giving to others a claim upon your time; and while
yori are sympathising with their sufferings, they are stealing a march
upon yot. )

"7 8. Rob other men of as much of their time as possible, by way of
saving your own. This is a golden rule, and a most ingenious ceco-
pomy, .. A :

g. Study your own gratifications in every concern of life, and waste
no time in thinking of the sacrifices you make to them, or of their
consequences to other men,
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ro. Letall your time be spent upon yourself, and let your constant
admiration of your own perfections absorb all the praise thatis due
from you to others. )

rr. Fill up your time as much as possible with pleasures that
exclude participation : on this account, the time spent in decorating
vour persons, and in the pleasures of the table, is worthily employced;
for then self is the sole object of it, and not a single moment is ali-
enated from us,

12, The Iast and greatest rule is this:—Allow no time for pray~
ing, or for works of charity; for this is giving up a portion of our
time to eternity, which is a greater absurdity than sending presents to
Creesus, or pouring water into the ocean.

o EXPENCE.

1. All expensive feelings and scusations to be subdued; such as
compassion, generosity, patriotism, and public spirit.

2. The money bestowed on horses to be saved out of the education
of our children; they are therefore to be sent to school where the
cheapest bargain can be wnade for them.

3. To banish hospitality from our bosoms, and to ask the company
of our friends for the sake of pillaging them at play, and in a view to
the douceurs which they in course leave behind them, and which we
divide with our servants.

4. To sacrifice comfort to ostentation in every article of life; to
go without substantial conveniencies for the sake of shining super-
iluities; to be mean and sordid under the rose, that we may look
like prodigals in public: and to live like beggars in secret, to glitter-
like princes abroad,

5. To abandon all' poor relations, and to make presents only to
those who are much richer than ourselves, in the expectation of being
gainers at last. ‘

6. To be loud against the ingratitude of the poor, which we have
never experienced ; and to reserve our charity for deserving objects,
which we are determined never to acknowledge.

7. To be active and forward in speculative schemes of charity,
which we are well assured can never take place ; while we are silently
Taising our rents, to the ruin of distressed families. ‘ :

- 8. To pass by the door of Famine with our money glued to our
pockets ; while, to see @ new dancer at the opera in the evening, we
draw our purse-strings as generously as princes,

9. To repair to the house of distress, not to dissipate our money
in common-place acts of compassion and generosity, but to extort
good bargains from hunger and necessity, and to purchase at cheap
rates the last valuable relics of perishing fortunes.

10. Ta be lavish of kind speeches, which cost nothing ;. and to Ja=
ment, when death has come in relief to misery, that the circumstances
of so melancholy a case were not known to us in time, to afford us
the Juxwry of exercising qur humanity, :
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LEARNING AND MORALITY.

1. To become a member of two or three learned societies; for
thus we maintain the title of philosopher, at the cheap rate of a few
guineas a year.

2. Instead of collecting a library, to belong to a reading-club,
where one book may servé many persons, and where the waiter takes
the responsibility of choice off our hands, and contracts to supply books
as he usually does cards.

3. A cheap system of morality may be collected from the intro-
ductory parts of advertisements, which may do for ourselves and
children.  For instance—some fine sentiments on the passions may
be found in the advertisement of the Cyprian Preventive.—The
Dumb Dolly, or a machine for washing, is recommended by some
lively remarks on the saving of time.-—An elegant preface on parental
duties, ushers in the famous pillsfor conception.—The great fecun-
dity of nature is a natural theme of admiration in the advertisement
of the Persian powder for lice.—The contagion of bad communication
is very forcibly descanted upon by the inventor of the antivariolique
bags against the infection of the small-pox, &c.——A sincere believer
in future rewards and punishments conscientiously recommends his
elastic desiderata.—The advantages of exercise are set forth very
pointedly in recommendation of a plaister for corns.—The inventor
of the agua mirifica for the eye, has not forgotten to expatiate on the
tendency which the contemplation of Nature’s works has to open and
expand the mind, _ :

These valuable passages contain all the morality necessary to a
man of fasbion. The rumbling of his carriage will soon shake them
together, so as to form them into a compacted system ; and so fur--
nished, he will soen acquire the title of a great philosopher—in. hig
qwn circles, :

A CHARACTER.

1@ EMADES is a person of great property, and has an undoubted
J ) share of good-nature ; he looks on nothing with so much abhor-
rence as the character of'a covetous man; and, rather than be thought to
want hospitality, would make his whole neighbourhood swim in an
ocean of Madeira. Nothing can be more costly than his furniture and
his liveries ; all his appointments are magnificent ; and it is not easy to
excel him in the splendour of his entertainments.  But Demades makes
but a sorry figure in the midst of all this profusion with which he is
evidently overstocked and encumbered ; he lets you perceive in a
moment how high he rates the honour he has done you, and takes
especial care that no part of his magnificence shall escape your notice,
which, if it appeur to dazzle you, he cannot help betraying the delighi
Vor. 1V, Z
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your embarrassment affords him, in a smile of exultation. As this
sort of feeling in his guests is considered by him as the most unequi-
vocal praise that cani be offered to him, heis solicitous to produce it
as often as possible, by playiig off his grandeur before men of broken
fortunes and blushing indigence. Thus it is a rule with him to pro-
pose a dozen sorts of wine to a man who he knows has never tasted
but two, and is charmed with his perplexity of choice, and mistakes
of pronunciation.  His table, for the same reasomn, is filled with foreign
dishes, “ of exquisitest name,” and of most ambiguous forms; and
youmight fancy yourselfat supper with Lucullus, on fattened thrushes
and the cranes of Malta. Most of his dishes have such formidable
names, that few care to risk the ridicule of their host, by vemnturing
to ask for them; and if they name them rightly, it is ten to one but
they blunder in eating them, which answers equally well to the fa-
cetious entertainer. If any thing is particularly rare and out of season,
you are told how much it cost before you touch it, so that you eat it
with a sort of grudge, and with that feeling which disappoints the
relish of the richest dainties. This ham was sent him from West-
phalia; this pickle was prepared from the receipt of an Italian count y
this wine was imported for him by the Spanish ambassador; the
venison he killed himself; the pig was fed with chesnuts and apples.
Every thing has its history: his potatoes are not common potatoes,
they are the potatoes of Demades ; they have an anecdote belonging
to them~—touch one and you will hear it.  His apartments are replete
with every imaginable contrivance for elegance and accommodation ;
but his manners render it plain that they are there, not for your con-
venience, but your admiration. Whatever you touch, taste, or use,
you cannot forget for 2 moment who is its owner. ° Egotism, and
a certain stamp of property and possession, accompany all his acts,
and charatterise all his phrases, My is a monosyllable never omitted,
and always emphatic : thus it is my doors, my hinges, my coals, and
my carpet. “Touch his poker, and you will presently feel thatit belongs
to Demades. You may always know in what part of the room Demades
is seated, without the trouble of looking for him; for, besides a ma-
gisterial cough, his voice is the loudest in the company ; and if he
moves you are sure it is Demades, for some ceremony attends upon
every act, that marks it for his own. . He breathes with a certain
emphasis ; he has a motion more than any man present in using
. his handkerchief; there is a supererogatory flourish in his manner

of drinking your health; his glass makes a turn or two extraordinary
in its journey to his lips; and in seating himself in his chair, the toe
of his right foot describes on the floor a semicircle with the other—
that is to say, he does it with a swing, that shews him to be the
master of the house, and the ‘chair to be his own. Thus altogether

his entertainment is the grandest and the meanest, his viands the
best and the worst in the world,
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THE FREEMASON.
No. IIL. -

Operosi nibil agunt.  Sex.

URIOSITY is always busy about nothing.— A modern writer

has allegorically described her to be all ears and eyes, and very

justly, indeed, seeing that she is always listening to and prying into
the secrets of others. i

This evil, it is said, is more prevalent among the ladies, and there-
fore it is that so many of the sex are averse to their husbands being
Freemasons, as their curiosity, which fain would know all the arcana
of this Society, cannot be satisfled. Several stories have been related
about women endeavouring to discover those mysteries.

I supped lately with a Brother whose lady was exceedingly inqui-
sitive to know all.—The husband, in order to keep her in good hu-
mour, amused her with the assurance (after she had previonsly
declared that she never would betray him) that all the secret of Free-
masoury was, to be silent the first five minutes of every hour, which
was the reason that no woman could be admitted, as it was impossible
that she could be silent so often and for so long a time. The lady
believed this, but was sure there was more, and therefore besought her
dear to communicate the rest. After much coaxing the husband then’
told her, that this long silence was to be succeeded with five minutes
whistling, which done they were at liberty to employ the remaining
fifty minutes according to their pleasure. ~ ’

Some short time before supper a disagreement took place between
this Joving pair. As far as 1 could understand, our company were
inconvenient to the lady, who wished to have had, this day entirely’
devoted to domestic business; but our Brother, who was always happy
10 entertain his friends, was thus disposed to-night, and determined
that the washing, or any thing else, should be deferred, rather than
his company be sent supperless away. However, the lady’s dis-
pleasure was evident—particularly as her husband not only insisted
that a supper should be provided, but that she should also preside as
usual at table. This added to her chagrin, and she assured her husband.
that he should heartily repent it.

When the supper was brought on the table, she endeavoured, but
in vain, to disguise her anger—the hypocriticat smile always betrays
itself :—our fitend, Bowever, was one of those prudent husbands who
always leave their wives when angered to come to themselves :—
thus it was to-night, and we, in compliment to. our Brother, took
1o notice of her discontent. . When' the cloth was removed, and the
wine placed on the table, the lady began to talk, this being what she
- was very fond .of; however, upon the clock’s striking she was sud~
denly struck dumb—we drank her health~-no reply.  Her husband

Zz : :
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spoke to her—invain. We.enquired if any thing was the matter—
but to no purpose—her taciturnity continued to our great astonish-
ment. Her husband, I believe, began to suspect her design, as he
pretended uneasiness, and was ~very now and then crying to her—
¢ Molly, you had better speak, don’t make a fool of yourself.”—No
“ menace, however, could prevail on her to open her mouth til, looking
at her watch, she all of a sudden broke out into a loud whistle, crack-
ing her fingers, and grinning at her husband with no little exultation.
This uncouth behaviour created no little astonishment among the
guests, who were unacquainted with its origin. At last madam ex-
claimed, ¢ There’s the secret for you.—A woman may be a Free-
mason you see, and you shall make me one in spite of your teeth.”—
“ A woman may not,” rejoined the husband, “ seeing upon every
trivial occasion she is inclined to blab.” An explanation followed,
attended with a loud laugh, which when madam found was at her
own expence, she withdrew from the table under the greatest mor-
tification. -

Women, it is said, derive their curiosity from the first-begotten of
their sex.—It was Eve’s curiosity which no doubt was the fall of man.
She was desirous to know the taste of the forbidden apple, and though
sin and death were the consequence, yet fatal curiosity prevailed.

The Scripture gives us ancther example of fermnale curiosity with a
most extraordinary punishment; so that, in order to avoid the divers
evils of curiosity, we are exhorted in holy writ, to ¢ remember Lot’s
wife!” Alas! if every curlous lady were now in danger of being
turned into a pillar of salt, instead of selling this commodity we
should then be very glad to give it away~—nor do 1 believe that this
would have any effect ; the cacoethes videndi et audiendi is so predo=
minant that it can never be cured.

To female curiosity the trash of modern novels is solely indebted
for a short-lived existence. It is remarked that, when a lady takes
a volume in her hand, no matter how ill told the tale, how harsh the
language, how unnatural the plot, yet she must know the fate of
the hero—she must come to the denouement, though five more vo-
lumes are to be read for this. Did not curiosity thus urge our female
readers to explore those dull insipid volumes of farrago, the circulating
libraries would have no occasion for them.

‘To want curiosity is said to Le as bad as to possess too much,
Had the Trojans been more curious and less credulous, they would
have examined the wooden horse in time, and, having justly destroyed
the bowels, sent it back again to their enemy.—Curiosity, as I said
in a former number, is on some occasions praise-worthy and absolutely
necessary. It is laudable in all charitable cases, and fitting in the
time of war or danger. :

Letit not be thought that I attribute curiosity entirely to the fair—
T am conscious that there are many of our own sex who neglect
their own business to pry into that of others, How many busy-
bodies are there whose curiosity renders them botl officious and
troublesome, But that curiosity which prevails most with mankind

v
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is their political anxiety to know what the news is. 'This induces
the hair-dresser to let his curling-tongs cool while a casuaf visitor is
reporting the gazette,.—This makes the taylor lay down the sleeve of
a coat which is making in a great hurry for a newspaper *. In short,
this curiosity about state affairs has tempted many a man to neglect:
his immediafe business, and listen to matters totally out of his sphere,
and which do not in the least concern him.

TO THE
EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS’ MAGAZINE,

Sir, . .

PRESUMING that all kinds of secrets and mysteries are agreeable
to the plan of the FrREEMASONS MpGAZINE, Some few observations
on A BROTHERS' predictions, whose signs and tokens bave created no
little altercation, will, I trust, be acceptable to your readers, Ac-
cordingly I bave made an impartial summary of all the most pointed
arguments by Hualbed, Horne, &c. for and against this-self-declared
propbet, that every one, by a comparative view, may be enabled to
Judge for bimself. I am, Sir, yours, 4, L.

SUMMARY OF ALL THE ARGUMENTS
FOR AND AGAINST

RICHARD BROTHERS.

ICHARD BROTHERS, late an officer in the navy, informs us

_ that, by divine inspiration, he is authorised and commanded to
publish, for the benefit of all nations, his Warnings, &c. having a re- .
vealed knowledge of the present time, the present war, &c. being (as
he stiles himself) the man that will be revealed to the Hebrews as their
prince and prophet. In his prophecies relative to himself, ‘of which
there are no small number, and ou which account he is accused of
egotism by George Horue, he declares, that he had always a pre-
sentiment of being some time or other very great; and that in 1790
he was first favoured with a heavenly vision. e says, that he is
that prophet whom Moses said would be raised up unto the Israelites
from the midst of their brethren like unto bim ( Deuteronomy, ch. xviii.
v. 15.); and he further informs us, that the 5th chapter of Acts
(though hitherto misunderstood by expounders of the Scripture) is a
corroboration that he is the prophet,

;" Shakspeare has beautifully treated this subject. King John, Act 4. Sc. 2,
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Halhed, in his Testimony, after a long. prefatory address, by whicli
are expressed an ardent desire for an iminediate peace, and a curiosity
to peep into futurity, acknowledges the justness of Brothers’s asse~
veration, and confirms his similitude to Moses in the following
manner, according to the prophet’s own declaration.

“ As Moses ascended from the ark of bulrushes, so did Mr. Brothers
rise from a ship, having been bred to the navy.—Moses, born in
Egypt, led the Israelites from Fgypt through the Red Sea into Pa-
Iestine. The birth-place, therefore, of the second Moses, and the
country from whence he is to summon the modern Hebrews, rust, spi-
ritually atleast, have at one time or other been also denominated Egypt,
to make the parallel between the two events move on all fours.””—
In the spirit of this parallel Brothers remarks, ¢ Pharaoh is appointed
to die, and his government to be destroyed : the priests, and all the
abominable idolatries of Lgypt shall perish, never to be found any
more.” In addition to this, Brothers (after remarking his separation
from his ancestors during his voyages abroad) observes, * That
Moses was taken away in his infancy, and remained separate from
his brethren for eighty years, the first forty of which he was reared
in the palace of the king of Egypt, and educated in the language and
customs of the country like one of its native princes: yet he was
revealed to the Israelites as the prophet of God, to order their hasty
departure from Pharaoh’s bondage, and afterwards to conduct them
to the promised land,”

George Horne (whom I understood to be at first the celebrated
Doctor of that name, but am since informed is a near relative of
his in Oxford) endeavours to shew the absurdity as well as pro-
faneness of these arguments ; and, after ludicrously requesting him
to display his serpent-rod and léprous hand—to turn our rocks into
water, and provide bread for these hard times, he declares, that that
prophet which Brothers pretends to be is the Messiah, whose simi-
litude to Moses Horne thus delineates :— Moses in his infancy was
preserved when the rest of the children were destroyed ; so was our
Saviour when Herod commanded all the innocents to be put to
death. Moses fled from his country to escape the wrath of Pharach
—Joseph likewise took Christ to Egypt to preserve him from the rage
of Herod. Moses refused to be called the son of Pharach’s daughter
—and Christ, though the Son of God, would not accept of the tem-
poral kingdom of the Jews. Moses was learned in all the accom-

- plishments of the Egyptian schools—and Christ, when only twelve,
years of age, was capable of disputing with the most experienced of
the Jewish doctors.” Here My, Horne, among other occasional
. remarks, to over-rule the prophet’s pretended similitude, quotes from
Halhed’s testimony, as a proof that Brothers is not a learned man
like Moses, that his prophecies are “ replete with grammatical faults,
destitute of harmony of arrangement or elegance of diction.” He
then proceeds to show stronger instances of similarity between the
Messiah and Moses, viz. the latter contended with LEgyptians, and
the former cast out devils,—Moses foretold the calamities vhich
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would come upon the children of Israel, so did Christ. Moses inter-
ceded for sinners—Chuist laid down his life as a ransom for them.
Moses instituted the passover-—Christ instituted the eucharist. Moses
set up the brazen serpent in the wilderness—Christ was lifted up on
the cross that he might draw all men unto him. Moses was a law-
giver—so was Clirist, &c. Horne then quotes the following text
from Scripture to show that our Saviour alluded to this prophiecy of
Moses as appertaining to him (Fobn, ch. v. ver. 45, 46.), Do not
think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth
you, even Moses, in whom ye trust; for bad you believed Moses ye
would have believed me, For HE WROTE oF ME.— This writer further
_informs us, that the prediction against those who would not hearken
to this prophet’s words was remarkably fulfilled in the severe judg-
ment executed upon the Jewish nation for their cruel treatment of
the prophets in general, and of the Messiah in particular——he says,
the horrors, discord, and distress, which preceded the taking of Jeru-
salem by Titus, are not to be parallelled in history, ancient or modern.
Horne then ridicules the pretended likeness of Brothers to Moses,
declaring that several besides him may make the same pretensions ;
alluding also to the partwhere Halhed says Mr. Brothers cut a wandin
1792, which is to perform precisely the same miracle with the former
wand of Moses; he observes that the prophet has herein acted very
unlike unto Moses, for the latter, instead of promising, performed
the miracle at once.

Bryan informs us, that he first doubted the veracity of Brothers,
but that since, by divine inspiration, he is convinced that he is the
prophet that was promised. This writer does not enter into any
arguments, only givesa story of his own unbelief and conversion, .

The admonitory letter to Mr. Pitt, by an anonymous hand, treats;
the whole business as an imposition ; and instead of likening Brothers
to Moses, draws a parallel between him and Mahomet.

The declaration that Brothers was born in London is absolutely
contradicted by Horne, who declares, that Brothers himself, when in
Newgate, asserted, that be was not born in London ; however, Mr. H.,
does not say where be was born. This writer also proceeds to explain
the 2zd verse of Acts iii. (as Brothers said it was an allusion to him-
self only) in the following mariner: For Moses truly said unto the
Sfautbers, apropbet shall the Lord God raise up unto you of your brethren
like wnto me' s him shall you bear in all things whatsoever be shall say
unto you. The word TrULY, in the firstline of this verse, implies
the {hen accomplishment. of the prediction in the coming of our Sa-.
viour; otherwise St. Peter could not have declared that Moses had
TruLY said it. IHorne observes, that Brothers, though commanded
to insert and explain the viith chapter of the same book (as a further
corroboration of his mission), has skipped several verses, particularly
the following, which confutes him at once :—Which of the propbets
bave not your futhers perseculed 2 And they have slain them which
shewed before of the coming of the Fust One, of whom ye bave been
now the betrayers and murderers. ‘The Just One, whiclis apparently
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the Messiah, is also the prophet alluded to before. ¥le also says,
that the reason why the synagogues arose disputing with Stephen
was, because he endeavoured to prove that the Messiah was the
prophet Moses promised, and therefore he was charged with having
spoken blasphemous words against Moses.

Halhed vindicates Brothers for calling himself Christ’s nepbew by
the following argument :-—¢ If Christ had brothers and sisters, as is
expressly proved from the Gospel, the son of any one of those must
necessarily have been his . nephew. Extend the line of filiation-
- through g0, 100, or roco descents, the last is still a nephew,” &c.

Horne denies that it is expressly mentioned in the Gospel that
Mary, the mother of Jesus, had sons and daughters: e says that
brotber among the ancients was used with greater latitude than at
present, and applied indifferently to almost all who stood related in
the collateral line, as uncles, nephews, first-cousins, &c. He says,
that if James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas (Matthew, ch. xiii.
v. 55.) were not born till after Christ, they would be too young to
have any business with our Saviour*. (ch. xii, v. 46.) Horne is
therefore of opinion, that brothers and sisters are no more than first-
cousins 1 in the Gospel.

Halhed says, that times of calamity are peculiarly fertile in visions
and prognostications, predictions and prophecies.  He then ani-
madverts to the greatness of a man who has been in the habit of
writing letters to the king and queen and ministers of state ever
since the beginning of 1792, foretelling many events which would af-
" terwards come to pass, and some of which actually did.

Horne sees no merit in these predictions, it being easy enough, he.
. says, tohave anticipated many things at that time without being pos«

sessed of either the gift of prophecy, or the art of conjuration.

Mr. Halhed declares, that uprightness of intention, and candour of
soul, breathe through every line of his (Mr. Brothers) composition.
He thinks, if there be any deception in his prophecies, himself will
be the first dupe ; and, seeing that he gives us a reference to the
Scriptures, his, veracity must be good.

Mr. Horne declares himself willing to meet the prophet and his
advocate on their own ground, giving his opinion first of all of the
former-character as follows :—He has been weak enough to listen to
the persuasions of some designing men, who have stimulated him .
‘without doubt to publish his book for the purpose of promoting ap«
prehension and sedition ; while in so"doing he has worked himself up
to a state of frenzy and enthusiasm, This author tells us, he had the

* The text here alluded to does not specify business ; besides, the ageof our
Saviour at this time would admit of his having grown-up brothers. However, we
read of his having brethren at a very early period. . (Jokn, ch. 2. v. 12.)

F It is expressly mentioned in the Gospel, that James, Joses, &c. weré the
children of Mary the wife of Clegpbas, and sister of the Virgin Mary, (See Matthew,
ch. xxvii. v. 56.) There were thres Marys (Jobn, ch. 19, v, 25.), of course they,
were only first-cousins, according to Horne’s assertion,
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curiosity to visit this siipposed prophet, whom he thus describes :«—
Ile is a middle-aged man, of mild' aspect, rather tall and slender, his
hair cut remarkably short, and his attire plain : he asked Mr, Horne
if he had read his book, and being answered in the affirmative, talked -
(as the author writes) in a wild unconnécted manner, referring Mr.
Horne (according to Mr. Halhed’s remark) to the Scriptures. In-
short, his whole behaviour testified a disordered mind ; and the author -
thinks those medical gentlemen * who declared him insane had very
just foundation for their opinion. -

To judge from Mr. Halhed’s testimony we must suppose a confrary
description of this prophet ; for this writer, by an avowed approbation
of his predictions, is evidently of opinion that his whole manner is
connected, and himself an inspired rafional being. In alluding toa
late debate in a sixpenny Spouting-club (as Mr. Halhed expresses -

-it) respecting Richard Brothers, where the question was, whether he
was an impostor or madman, the author observes, that a third possi-
bility in the subject was entirely overlooked by those eager dispu~
tants, namely, that he was neither the one nor the other.

Horne, who ounly slightly adverts to this, recommends in an hu-
morous vein to the same debating society, as their next question,
Which is more mad f or enthusiastic, the offender or defender 2

We shall now lay before our readers one of the most remarkable of
Brothers’ prophecies, with the illustrations of Halhed, and the confu~
tations of Horne, leaving it to the judicious “to weigh the scale.”

’ (Lo be concluded in our next.)

TO THE
EDITOR OF THE FREEMA‘SONS' 'MAGAZINE, .

Six, : :

TN your last Number, p. 77, is an anecdote which some corre-
spondent of yours has said tends to illustrate the poem of Gyges’

Ring, in Vol. I p. 166, I believe that any reader already unac-
quainted with the story, will be left as much in the dark as ever by :
the anecdote just-alluded to. ' ‘

It must be observed, that the pdem turns wholly on the property
“}p.id’ Gyges’ Ring possessed of conferring invisibility on the wearer
of it : ’

\ Foym’.d by 2 Lydian sage, with potent spell,
¢ This ring its wearer made invisible ;”’

* We understand there was a mecting of those gentlemen who entered inte -
the above-mentioned opinion, : :

t Madness and enthusiasm being almost the same, the author cannot possibly
mean that the question should lie jefween these words-—it is sertainly between the
OsseNpER and DEFENDEE. '

Ver LV, Aa
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and the poetic applicition of this ring to the admission within a
Mason’s Lodge, though ingenious enough, seems to have been lost
sight of by your correspondent at Terth Haugh, who relates a part,
indeed, of the history of the same Gyges, but as distant as can be
conceived. from ‘that which is necessary to illustrate the poem. In
short, 1he ring is not once mentioned. 1 trust that the following short
relation will go something nearer to that purpose.
. According to Plato, Gyges descended into a chasm of the earth,
where he found abrazen horse whose sides he opened, and saw within
the body the carcase of a man of uncommon size, from whose finger
he took a brazen ring. .This ring, when put on his own finger, and
turned towards the palm of his hand, rendered him invisible; and
by means. of its virtue he introduced himself to the queen, murdered
her husband, married her, and usurped the crown of Lydia #,
I am, Sir,. your constant reader, :
and occasional correspondent, S. J.

MR. TASKER'S LETTERS

CONTINUED.

LETTER THE TENTH.

ON ANCIENT NEUROLOGY.

Sin, :
N the 1oth book of the ZEneid, now before me, the plous Aneas
exhibits a-striking proof of the truth of my cbservations ; for, on
his first appearance in the war, he makes his military debit, and hand-
sells his Vulcanian sword, by killing, indiscriminately, almost every
man that has the ill fate to come in his way. T am likewise stopped
in. my career; for what have we here unexpectedly ! —Read with
me. -
" Dexteraque ex bumero NERVIS moribunda pependit—< the dying
"hand hangs from the shoulder by the nerves or tendons;” this is the
-first express mention of nerves in the Aneid, and naturally leads me
to the dark subject of the Ancient Neurology : as what I mean to say
may be almost concluded in a nut-shell, if I am erroneous I will be
concisely so ; for I really believe, however novel the notion may be,
that the word nerve obtained its appellation from its resemblance to
a bow-string ; for though the nerves must necessarily have been prios

"+ Before Christ 718,



TOR MARCH r17¢3. 179

to bow-strings, yet the use of the bow was prior to the discovery of

the nerve. = ywen® was the appropriated Greek word for-the string

of the bow, and from thence was. formed the word I vevgov, which in

all old medical writers signifies nerve, tendon, or any round ligament

promiscuocusly. For want of- this knowledge I have heard some

modern anatoimnists affect to ridicule the Stagyrite, with respect to

his mention of the nerves'of the heart; whereas, though but an in-

different anatomist, he was correcily and scientifically right in his -
observation ; since he clearly means, the strong tendinous fibres of

the heart. : '

Avistotle did not even know that any nerves at all originated from
the brain, and therefore could not ‘possibly allude to the par vagum,
or any other nerves that might supply the heart; and therefore could
allude to nothing but those well-known strong ‘tendons, that make a
constituent part of that noble muscle, and assist'in its dilatation and -
contraction, * In fact, the Greek philosophers, physiologists, and phy-
sicians, had little or no idea of the difference between what we now
call nerve, tendon, or ligament ; for which ever of the three had the
appearance of a string, was known by the -common appellation of
nerve. But some modern critics have extended this idea too far
when they suppose that Galen and some other writers meant to com-
prehend the flat and capsular ligaments under the general term of
nerves. 1f this were the case, the complicated wound of Aineas
might be explained in a few words ; butyourknowledge of the Greek
language will teach you, that nothing wis called nerve by the an«
cients, but what was round, and like a twisted cord.

: ’ Your’s,

FOR THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE,

SHORT ESSAYS
- ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS,

ON PREDICTION AND FOREKNOWLEDGE.

HE most important actions of our life are marked in Heaven be-
T fore the thoughts come into our mind of producing them ; as
those of our birth and death, the two extremities of our career; as also
many others which mark the summit of our greatest happpiness or
our misery, All the misfortunes which come into the world, or shall

* ywen ; whatever some Lexicographers may say o the contrary, neither veven
nor vevgov are themes, but both are derivéd from sew, to twist, spin, or weave ; or
from yzvw, to nod or imove, ) ] :

Aaz
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appear hereafter, arise from the same principle of foreknowledge
-from the first moment of time; some happen sooner, others later,
according to the order prescribed them by the Almighty Power. 1
would not wish any man to fasten an absolute necessity to the event
of their effects, because a clear foresight may, in some measure, avoid
the danger of the wound, though not the stroke. Many, to prove
the necessity of all things, say, that what has happened was unavoid-
ably to happen; but this necessity ought only to refer to the conse-
‘quence, and not to a following conclusion ; that is to say, supposing
the thing has happened, it necessarily follows it must happen. This-
necessity is then no other than the infallibility of an event in its
nature free and indifferent, whether for the past or the future. For
as it is a common saying, that it was necessary what has happened
should happen; so, by the same rule, one may say, that what is
decreed to happen will happen.

As to predictions, sometimes from the most ignorant among men,
it is an error to add an implicit belief to them on all occasions; but
it is certainly no fault to screén ourselves when we are threatened
"with an approaching rain.—Had Percillas hearkened to the advice of
his friend, he would have escaped shipwreck.— Torcleya despised the
accounts given him of -his death three days before he died; and the
little care he took of hislife in an imminent danger, rendered him too
secure in the moment of his misfortune. )

Tarcinus said‘to Locrias, in the midst of a feast, that he would die
in the desart if he did not drink to the gods; that is to say, if he did
not implore their protection in the misfortune he had engaged him-
self in. This advice he neglected, and he did not fail of meeting his
death in the poisoned cup that was presented to him.— Lelianus, king
of the Lucques, caused Servianus to be punished for having predicted
to him that he would die in an hour if he quitted his apartment, and
the prediction was so true, that before the unfortunate Servianus liad
received the full number of stripes to which he had been so unjustly
condemned, ‘the king touched the last moment of his life.— Philip,
king of the Macedonians, was warned by the oracle of Apollo, to
beware of receiving his death by a chariot. To avoid the misfortune,
the king ordered out of his dominions all the wheeled vehicles that
could be found: yet, for all his precaution, he could not shun the
fate ordained for him— Pausanins; who gave this monarch the stroke
of deatli, had a chariot engraven on the hilt of his sword,

ESSAY ON 4 KING.

-~ A KING is a mortal god, unto whom the living God hath leut
his own name for greater honour; but withal he has told him- he
shall die like a man, lest he should grow proud, and flatter himself
that God has with his name imparted to him his nature:—Of all men
God has done most for them, and therefore they should not do least
for him,—A king that does not feel bis crewn tco heavy should
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wear it every day; but he that thinks it too light knows not of what
metal it is made.

A king must make religion the rule of govermment, dnd not the
balance of state; for the monarch that shall cast religion into the scale
to make it even, shall himself be judged and weighed in these cha-.
racters, Tekel Peres; he-is found too light, his kingdom shall be di-
vided and given to another : and that King who holds not religion the
best reason of state, is void of piety and justice, the only sure sup-
porters of a crown.—A king, in matters of consequence, should be
- able to give his advice, but not'to rely intirely thereupon; for though
happy events always justify their counsellors, yet it is much better
that the ill success of good advice be imputed to a subject than a
sovereign.—A king is the chief fountain of honour, which should not
run to waste by too large a pipe, lest courtiers sell the water, and
then, as the Popish priests say of their holy fluid, it loses the virtue.

A king is also the life of the law, not only as heis Lex Loguens him-
self, butbecause he animates that dead L — making it active towards
all his subjects ; and as a wise king must do less in altering the laws,
for new governments are dangerous, it being in the body politic as
in the natural, that emuis subite mutatis est periculosa, and though it
be for the better, yet it is not without fearful apprehensions; for the
king that changeth the fundamental laws of his kingdom, openly de-
clares, that there is no good title to a crown but by conquest.

A king that sets to sale seats of judicature oppresseth the people,
for he teaches the judges to sell justice.—DBounty and magnificence
are great virtues, but a prodigal king is nearer to a tyrant than a par-
simonious one; for plénty at home draws his contemplations abroad,
and want supplies itself of what is next; and herein a good king
ought to be wise and prudent, that he do not exceed what he has a
right to do.—A king that is not feared consequently is not loved,
his study, therefore, ought to be, how to be feared as well as loved ;
not loved from fear, but feared from love; therefore, as he must
always endeavour to resemble him whose great name- he bears, and
that in manifesting the sweet influence of his mercy over the severe .
strokes of his justice, but not to suffer a man of death to live; for,
besides that the fand will mourn the restraint of justice, some doth
more retard the affection of love, than the extent of mercy to others
doth inflame it; and surely where love is so lessened, their fears are
quite lost.— A king’s greatest enemies are his flatterers, who, though
they always speak on-his side, yet their words make against him.
The love that a king owes to the public should not be confined to any
particular, yet, that his more special favour reflect upon some worthy
oue is certainly necessary, because he knows but few deserving that
character; but also he must know, that by concealing that man’s
faults (for where is the person free from faults) he injureth the
commonwealth more than he could in paying his debts at the expence
of the public.-——A good king ought to love his queen above all women, .
and to keep her from jealousy he must persnade her to love his
mistress the commonwealth, which the more they both do, the better
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they will love one another.~—Their faults are of greater latitude than
other men's, and their falls more Irrecoverable; for. which. reason
there is no medium to be found betwixt Nebuchaduezzar as a king,
and afterwards as a beast.—T'o conclude, as a king i$ a person of the
greatest power, he is likewise subject to the greatest cares; the man
therefore that honours him not is next thing to an atheist, wanting the
fear of God in his heart,

THE IRON MASK

TO THE

EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS MAGAZINE,

Srx, N
FTER all the conjectures that have been promulgated respecting
A the Man in the Iron Mask, I think the account inserted in your
last Number bears the strongest marks of veracity. That the prisoner
was of the blood-royal of France (as there asserted) seems con-
firmed by a learned and eloquent advocate of the last Parliament of
Paris. It is but justice to say, that what follows is taken from the
European Magazine, Vol. XXI. p. 424. o
-In the MS. Memoirs of M. De La Reinterie, at present in the
possession of the Marquis of Mesmon Romance at Paris, the Marquis
says, That when he commanded in the fortress of Pignerol, a prisoner
who was confined in the citadel of that place one day shut the door
of his room with great violence upon the officer who waited upon
him, and ran immediately down stairs, in order to escape ‘from his
coufinement ; he was, however, stopped by the centinel at the bottony
of the stairs. The officer in the mean time cried out from the window,
that the prisoner was making his escape, and requested the assistance
of the garrison. The officer upon guard immediately came up and
* laid hold of the prisoner, who was scuflling with the centinel. ~The
officer drew his sword, and the prisoner cried out, in a very command-
ing tone of voice, Songez & ce que vous fuites Monsieur : Respectez le
sang de vos Souverains—-** Take care what you do, sir: respect the
blood of your sovereigns.”—In the mean time the officer who had
been locked in came down stairs, and, on hearing what tlie prisoner
had said, put his hand upon his mouth, and desired ll the persons
present never to mention what they had heard the prisoner say ; who
was iinmediately reconducted to his old apartment, and guarded with
more care than before, ' A .
“ M. De La Reinterie says, that he told the story to a few confi-
dential persons about the court of Versailies, whose names he men-
tions in his Memoirs, and that, except to thiem, he always preserved
the most perfect secresy of this very extraordinary circiunstance,”
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It may not be displeasing, however, to somé of your readers to
have laid before them the various opinions that have been entertained:
by different authors on this obscure subject. e

The author of Memoires Secrets pour servir a I Histoire de Perse
asserts, that the Count de Vermandois, a natural son of Lewis X1V,
and Mademoiselle de la Valliere, and highly beloved by them, who.
was nearly of the same age with the Daupbin, but of a character dia-
metrically opposite to his, one day so far forgot. himself as to bit him
a box on the ear; that this action having got wind, Lewis, to send:
him-out of the way, ordered him into the army, and gave instructions.
to a confidential agent to spread-a report, soon after his arrival among:.
his corps, that he was infected with the plague ; which having had the;
natural effect of making him shunned by every body, he might with:
probability give out that he.had died of the disease; and while he.
deceived the army with-the preparations for his obsequies, he was: to-
conduct him secretly to the citadel of ZIsle de Sainte Marguerite.
These instructions were punctually obeyed. The next order was,.
that he should remain in that citadel till he could be conveniently re-
moved to the Bastille, which was done'in 1700, when Lewis:gave the:
government of the Bastille to the commandant of that isle, as a reward
for his fidelity. The same author adds, that the Comie. de Vermandois:
oné day conceived the idea of graving his name with the point of a.
knife at the bottom of his plate; that a servant having. discovered:
this, thought the opportunity favourable for making his-court, by
carrying the plate to the commandant, and hoped to meet with an.
ample recompence ; but the poor wretch was egregiously deceived,
for he was put to death on the spot to prevent the possibility of the
secret being divulged. Though these Secret Memoirs were pub-
lished nine years previous fo the earliest edition of I'Histoire du
© Siecle de Lewis XIV. as M. Clement observes in Les cing Année Lite-
raires (Lettre xcix. du 1 Mui, 1752, Tom. 2.} Foltaire boldly asserts,
that all the historians who had written before him were ignorant of
this extraordinary fact. - He relates the story with but little vari-
ation, except that he omits the name of the Cownt de Vermandois. He
adds, that the Marguis de Louvois, when he went to visit this unknown:
prisoner in the Isle Sainte Marguerife, always conversed with him in
a’ standing posture, and with the most profound respect; that the.
prisoner died in the Buastille in 1704, and was interred by night in the
parish of 8¢, Paul, g

The author of the Philippics (M. de la Grange-Chancel), in his."
letter to M. Frezon, pretends that this prisoner was the Duc de Beau-.
JSort, who was reported to have fallen in the siege of Candy, and.
whose body was never to be found by the most diligent search.
"He gives, as'a reason for the confinement of the duke, his turbulent

spirit, the part he took in the disturbances of Paris in the time of Le.
Fronde, and his opposition (in character of admiral) to the designs of
Colbert, minister in the marine department. ,

M. Poullain de Saintfoy combats all these opinions concerning the

Man in the Iron Mask; he likewise contradicts the date of this pri-
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soner's.confinement in the Isle St. Marguerite, fixed by M. de Vollaire
in 1661, by M. de la Grange-Chancel in 1669, and by the author of
Memoires Secrets towards the end of 1683. M. de Saintfoy asserts,
that this unknown personage was no other than the Duke of Mon-
mouth, son of King Charles 11. by Lucy Walters ; that he had headed
a party in the county of Dorset, where he was proclaimed king ; and
that having encountered the royal army, he was defeated, taken pri-
soner, and conducted to London, where he was shut up in the Tower,
and condemned to lose his head on the rgth July 1635, M. de
Sainifoy adds, that a report was spread about this time, that there was
an officer in the army of the Duke of Monmouth, whose features and
person bore a singular resemblance to the Duke’s; that this man had
been made prisoner at the same time with his royal commander, and
had the heroism to suffer death in his stead. He quotes Mr. Hume,
and a book entitled « Amours de Charles 11. and Fames I, Kings of
" England;” and observes, to confirm his opinion, that Fames IL. ap-
prehensive that some unforeseen revolution miglit set Monmouth at
tiberty, thought proper, for the peace of his own mind, to grant him
his life on condition of his immediately passing over to France. :

The jesuit Henry Griffet, who had long been confessor to the
prisoners in the Bustille, having gained access to the secret papers
and archives of the castle, and without doubt seen the register of
deaths which was placed in the Depst, composed a very master}y
dissertation on this historical problem. The jesuit does not positively
assert, that the Man in the Iron Mask was the Duke de Vermandois,
but he adduces many probable reasons to favour that opinion.

VICES AND VIRTUES.

FROM THE FRENCH.

- TATLERS.

NE day dpelles said to Megabyses, a Persian lord, who had made
@ him a visit in hi$ work-room, and pretended to be a connoisseur
~in painting, “ While you were silent you appeared a person of con-
% sequence, on account of your order, your chaius of gold, and your"
“ purple robe ; but since you have opened your mouth you become -
“ the ridicule of all who hear you, even to the very boys who grind
¥ my colours ; pretending to know what you do not understand.”
Prurancs, in bis Treatise of the Flatterer and bis Friend,
Leosthenes endeavouring by a pompous and audacious harangue to
persuade the Athenians to war, was answered by Phocion in this
manner : “ Thy words, young man, resemble the cypress-tree ; they.
#¢ are mighty, and carry their heads high, but bear no fruit.”
- Prurarcd in bis Life.-



¥OR MARCH 1795, 43¢

CANT PHRASES

-~

IN THE
UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
" EXPLAINED:
" TO THE

EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS MAGAZINE.

Siz, . .
MONG other valuable communications inserted in your last Numis
£\ ber, 1 was agreeably surprised to find one relative to the academi-
calarchzeology of Grunta.  Being myself a member of that university,
my curiosity was excited by the superscription, ¢ To the learned, the
Graduates and Undergraduutes of the University of Cambridge :” and
I was highly gratified by the perusal of the letter subjoined. Although
a vein of good-natured jocularity evidently pervades the whole com=
position, yet the academical honours, and the colloquial phrases,
therein alluded to, do all certainly exist; and are all, as certainly,
very unintelligible, both to the students and feliows of the several
colleges individually, and also to the public at large. But popery
afd monkish impositions beiug now, it is to be hoped, entirely abu~
lished in-England, the correiative mummery should no longer reuain;
the age of superstition and of Abracadabra is past! With a finm per-
snasion of this truth, I shall ventare to offer some slight conjectures
upon the intricate subject ;. well aware, however, that to the inde-
fatigable industry, to the scrupulous accuracy, aund to the immense
reading, of a Wall of Christ’s, a Tyrwhitt of Jesus, ot a Whiter of
Clare, we must zlone eventuaily look for full and satisfactory infor-
mation. Mine will be but an inferior ministerial office in the temple
.of literature ; 1 shall bind the ambiguouns victims, and drag them to
the altar. Let these high-priests come forward, and strike the blow.
Before 1 proceed to notice the queries: of your ingenious corre=
spondent, it may not perhaps be improper to mention one very re-
markzble personage, whic1, either through inadvertency or design,
he has passed over in total silence.” I mean “ The Wooden Spoon.”
This luckless wight (for what cause 1 know not) is annually the uni-
versal butt and laughing-stock of the whole senate-house, He is the
last of those young men who take bonours, in his year, and is called a
Jjunior optimé; yet, notwithstanding his being.in fact superior to
them all, the very lowest of the of wonras, or gregarious undistin-
guished batchelors, think themselves entitled to shoot the pointless
arrows of their clumsy wit against the wooden spoon ; and to reiterate
the stzle and perennial remark, that < wranglers are born with gold
spooits in their mouths ¢ senior oplimés with silver ; junior oplimes with
wooden ; and the ol woana with leaden ones.” .
Lesides this mirth-devoted character, and in a degree still lower
than the o woina, are alwuays “ a few, a chosen few, a baid of brothers,”
Vor. 1V, Bbh
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whose names are constantly written down alphabetically, and whe
serve to exonerate the wooden spoon, in par?, from the ignominy of
the day; and these undergoe various appropriated epithets according

- to their accidental number. I have known them thus severally cha~
racterised. If there was only one.of these, he Was a Bion, #9bo carried
all bis learning about him, without the slightest inconvenience ; it there
were hwo, they were inevitably dubbed the Scipios, Damon and Py-
thias, Hercules and Atlas, Caslor and Pollux ; it three, they were, ad
Libitum, ibe lbree Graces, or the three Furies, or the ihree Magi, or
Noab, Daniel, and Fob ; if seven, what epithets moré obvious thar
the seven wise men, or the seven wonders of the world 2 if nine, they
were the nine unfortunate suitors of the Muses; if twelve, they became
the twelve apostles ; if thirteen, either they deserved a round dozen, or, -
like Amerisans, should bear thirleen siripes on their coatl and arms, &ce
&c. lastly, all titese worthies are styled, in addition to such and si-
imilar notable distinctions, constant quantitics, and martyss,

} have happily preserved the copy of au irregular ode, written in
congratulation- of those scape-goats of literature who had at.length
scrambled through the pales and discipline of the Senate-heuse with-
out being pl#cked, and miraculously obtained the title of A. B.
This ode was circulated rourd the umversity at degree-time ; and, as
it possesses the merit of humorous originality, ¥ shall here, with yous
permissiony Sir, lay it before your readers.

ODE TO THE UNAMBITIOUS AND UNDISTINSUISHED BATCHELORSE,

Post tot naufragia tutis.
Thrice happy ye, through toils and dangers pasg,
Who rest upoti that peaceful shorey
-Where all your fagging is no mere,
And gain the long-expected port at lasty
Yours are the sweet, the ravishing delights,
To doze and sniore upon your noon-tide beds 2-
No chapel bell your peaceful sleep aftrights,
No problems frouble now your empty heads,
Yet, if the heavenly Muse is not mistaken,
And poets say the Muse can rightly guess,
1 fear, full many of you must confess,
That ye have barely sav'd your bacon.
Ainidst the problematic war;
‘Where dire equations frown in dread array,
Ye never strove to find the arduous way
‘To where proud Granta’s honours shine afar,
Within that dreadful mansion have ye stood,
Where moderators glare, with looks uncivil,
How often have ve d-mn’d their souls, their blood,
And wish’d all mathematies at the devil!
But, ah! what terrors, on that fatal day,
Your sou!s appall’d, when to your stupid gaze
Appear’d the biquadratic’s darken’d maze,
- . And problems rang’d in Worrible array !
Hard was the tack; 1 ween, the labour great,
To the wish’d port to find your uncouth wayz
How did ye toil, and fagg, and fume, and fret,
And=—what the bashiul Muse would blush to say,
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But, now your painful tremors all are o’er,
Cloth’d in the glories of a full-sieev’d gown, .
Ye strut majestically up and down, .

And now ye fagg, and now ye fear, no more!

T shall now advert fo your correspondent’s epistle ; and must en-
treat indulgence if I trespass a little on your patience, and that of
your readers, for the sake of greater perspicuity.  And, 1st: a Harry,
or errant Soph, 1 understand to be, either a person four-and-twenty
years of age, and of aninfirm state of heulth, who is permit-ed to dine
with the fellows, and to wear a plain, black, full-sleeved gown; or
else he is one who, having kept all the terms by statute required
previous to his law-act, is hoc ipso fucto entitled to wear the same
garment, and, thenceforth, ranks as batchelor by courtesy.

A Cambridge Fellow-Commoner is equivalent to a Gentleman-
Commoner at Oxford; and is any young man of liberal parentage,
or in affluent circumstances, who desires to elude part of the college
dizcipline, to dine with the fellows, to drink wine in the combination-
room, and in all respects to be what in private schocls and seminaries
is called, a parlour caf, ov parlour boarder. The fellow-commoners
of Trinity College wear blue gowns, with sdver tassels in their
trencher-caps, and sitver lace on their gowns; those of all the other
colleges wear gold tassels in their caps, and gold lace on black gownis.
1t may not, perhaps, be unentertaining or irrelevant to quote the autho-
rity of a severe but just satyrist upon this head. The elegant writer
of PoMrey 1hE LirTLE {chap. xii, book 2.7 speaking of kis hero’s
young master, says,

¢ He was admitted in the wank of a Fellow-commener, which, according to the
definition given by a member of the university in a court of justice, is one who
sits at the same table with, and enjoys the conversation of the fellows, It differs
from what is called a Genileman-commoner at Oxford, not only in the name, but
2150 in the greater privileges and licences indulged o the members of this order;
who 40 not only enjgy the conversation of the fellows, but likewise a full liberty of
enjoying their own rmaginations in-every thing. For, as tutors and governors
of colleges have usually pretly sagacious noses after preferment, they think it
jmpolitic to cross ¢he inglinations of young gentleipen who are heirs to great
estates, and from whom they expect benefices and dignities hereafter, as re-
wards for their want of care of them while they were under their protection.
Thence it comes to pass, that pupils of this rank are excused from ali public
exercises, and allowed to absent thenselves at pleasure from the private lectures
ix their tutor's rooms as often as they have made a party for hunting, or an
engagement 2t the tennis court, or are not well recovered from their evening’s
debauch. And whilst a poor unhappy sopb, of no fortune, is often expelled for
the most ftrivial offences,.or merely to humour the capricious resentment of his
tutor, who bhappens to dislike his face; young noblemen, and he.rs of great
estates, may comunit any illegalities, and, if they please, overturn a college with

impunity.”’

T have transcribed this animated quotation from a note in p. 38 of
Porys, written by the Rev. Dr. Dodd, and printed by Dryden
Leach; 1767. The Doctor subjoins, ,

¢ N. B. Let it be acknowledged, our anthor is rather too severe.”

Bba
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Gentlemen-commoners of Oxford, what say ye ? Is this description
inapplicable to you 2 Is the resemblance only perceivable at Granta ?

A pensioner is equivalent to an Oxford commoner ; and is, generally,
a person of genteel fortune and good expectancy, who wistes to pass
through the vsual routine of collegiate exercises, without any indul-
gence, without any pecuniary emolument, without enviable distinc-
tions, or singilar obsequicusness. THe, in every respect, resembles
the oppidani of Lton school. A sizar, sisar, or sizer, equivalent to
the Oxonian servilor, is commonly of mean znd peor extraction, and
one who comes to college to better bis circumstances, and to gain a
comfortable livelihood, by means of his literary acquirements. He
is very much like the scholars at Westminster, Lton, Merchant-
Taylors, Charter House, St. Paul’s, &c. &c. who are on the Joun=
dation ; and is, in a manner, the ba/f-doarder in private academies.
The name was derived fiom thie menial services inwhich he was oc~
casionally engaged; being, in former days, compelled [as the Win-
chester studenis still shamefully continue to be] to transport the
plates, dishes, sizes, and platlers, to and from the tables of his supe*
riors.  Dr. Dedd, iu the wurk abéve-mentioned, p. 29, says, a size
of bread is balf a bal-peuny “ voil”  In general, a size 35 a small
plateful of any eatable; and, at dinner, to size is to order for yourself
any little luxury that may chance to tempt sou in addition to the
general fate, for which you are expected to pzy the cook at the end
ofthe term.  'This word was plaiuly in vogue in Shakspeare’s time,
in his Lear, Act . Scene 4, p. 569, Malone’s edition, we have,

B €6 e "Tiis not in thee ’
€ ant my sizes.”

- —— to

A sizar, in short, was the feliows” trencherman,
"Kit Smart, the peet, luldicrously alludes to this disgraceful practice,
dn his admirable ripos upon « % awning.” He concludes thus,
' Haud aliter Socium esuriens Sizator edacem '
Dum videt, apposilusgne cibus frustratur hiantem ) v
Lentibus infrendens, neqhicquam brachia tendit
Sedulus officiosa, dapes removere paratus.
- Olii nungram exempta fames,; quin frustra suprema
Drevoret, et peritura immani ingurgitet ore :
Tum demum jubef euferri; nudata capact
Ossa sonant, jugubre sonant, allisa catino.
The Rev. Mr, Fawkes elegantly translates this passage in the fol-
fowing lines: AR
' Thas a tean Sizar views, with gaze aghast,’
The hungry tutor at his noon’s repast; -
In vain he grinds his teeth ~his grudging eye,
And visage sharp, keen appetite imply ; -+
Oft he attempts, officious, o convey
The lessening relics of the meal grcy—
In vain—uo morsel scapes the greedy jaw,
All, all is gorg’d in magisterial maw; ’
‘Tili, at the last, observant of bis word,
The lamentable waiter clears the board :
And inly-murniring miserably groans,
T see the empty dish, and hear the sounding bones,
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When the Cambridge Tripos originated, the three learned gen-
slemen of Christ’s, Clare, and Jesus, cau best inform us. Perhaps
it arose cotemporary with the Oxonian celebrated Terre Filius, which
was abolished on account of its abusive and licentious tendency.
"The last writer of Terre-Filius gives this description of it, in the first
number of a work peiiodically published under that title :

¢ Tt has, till of late (says he), been a cusfom, from time immemorial, for one -
of our family to mount the rostrum at Oxford, at certain seasons, and divert an
innumerable crond of spectators, who flocked thither to hear him from all parts,

with a merry eration in the fescennine manuer, interspersed with secret history, rail-
Jery, and sarcasm, as the occasions of the times supplied him with matter.”

Now the Cambridge Tripos was, probably, in old time, delivered
like the Terre-Fifius, fromi a triped, a three-legged-siool, or rostrum,
in humble imitation of the Delphic oracle. "t'hatitis of great anti-
‘quity cannot be doubted; and that, in the year 1626, it very much
resembled the Terre-Filins, as above described, will appear manifest
from the Cambridge statute, “ De tollendis ineptiis in publicis dispu-
tationibus ;3 enacted, at that time, in order to repress the encreasing
asperity and Impertinence of those annual productions. The statute
runs thuss' ' :

£ Cum statutis Academix cautum sit, ut modestiam ordini suo convenientem omnes
omnibus in locis coluni:’ eamque majores nostri precipud in publicis comitiis ita
observirunt, ut philosophi quamstiones suas tractavent serld, pravaricatores veri-
tatem philosophicam qua poterant contradicendi subtilitate eluderent, Tripades sua
quasita ingenios? et appositd defenderent, gestibus autam bistrionicis, flagitiosis fa-
celiis et inspliis pueriles risus caplare nuperrimi feculi malitiosun sit irventum : ad antiquam
Academize modestiam & gravitatem restatrandam & in postevwm retinendam,
dominus Procancellarius & Praepositi Collegiorum sic praedictum stafutum in-
terpretantur, & ‘interpretande decernunt; ut privvaricatores, T'dpodes, allique
omnes disputantes veterem Academiz formam & consuetudinen in publicis dis-
putationivus observént, & ab hec ridiculo moricnum usu & unpudentiz prorsus abstineant :
neque leges, siatuta vel ordinationes Academic 5 nequz facultatum, linguarum, aut artivm
professiones ; meque magistratus, professores, aul graduatos cujuscungue ttuli aut nominis,
selutationibus mimicis, gesticulationibus ridiculls, jocis scurrilibus, dicteriis malitiosis perstrin=
gere aut illidere praesumant, Ge. T2 T

The Fesuils, ave the inhabitants of Fesus College; the Chrisfians,
those of Christ’s ; the Fobnian bogs were originally remarkable, ou
account of the squalid figres and low habits of the students, and
especially of the sizars, of Saint Fobu's College ; Cutharine-Puritans,
inhabitants of Catbarine Hall; so punningly calied from xoboigw.
They are also yclept Cutbarine-doves, for the same reason; doves
being emblems of purity. Hence perhaps we derive the epithet of
“q plucked puritan.”. Trinily bull-dogs, from their ferocicus deport-
mient, in consequence of peculiar immpunities attached to their coliege,
and of their remarkable dress. 1 am vet to learu the etymology of

Sidney-otdls, and of Clare-ball greybounds @ although I have frequently
heard the young men of Siduey College, and of Clure-ball, thus comi-
‘} o, i o i . ' ?
cally and invartably characterised. .
Smart, who was himself’ of Pembroke College, Cambridge, and
consequently well versed in the appellations incidental to each society,
adverts purtly to these distinctions in a ballad, written at college m
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the year 1741, intituled, The pretly Bar-focper of the Mitre. T beg
leave to transcribe the seventh and eighth stanuzas; ‘

Her snuff-box if the nymph pult’d out,
Each Jobnian in responsive airs
Fed with the t.ckling dust bis snout,
Wb all the politesse of bears.
Dropt she her fan beneath her hoop,
Ev'n stake stuck Clarians sirove to stogp,

T

The sons of culinary Kays,
Smoking from the etzynal ireat,
Lost in extatic transport gaze,
As though the fair was good to rass
, Ev’n gloomiest Kings-men, pleas’d awhile,
Grin borribly a ghasily smile.
Having engrossed so much of your valuable Miscellany, 1 shall
conclude for the present; proposing, should these lucubrations prove

acceptable, to notice the other passages in your correspoudent’s letter
at the next opportunity.
A CANTABR.

FPHILOSOPHICAL EXPERIMENTS.

KN the volume of Philosophical transactions just published, is a
relation of a spontaneous fire which took place in the arsenul at
Madrid, and occasioned considerable alarm, from an idea that some
Incendiary had attempted the destruction of that important building.
—A piece of coarse cotton cloth, which was shut up in a box, was
found partly reduced to tinder; it appeared to have been moistened
with linseed ail, was much heated, and the wood of the box was dis-
coloured, as from burning. On examination it was discovered, that
a bottle of linseed oil which liad stood on the box had been Lroken
during the night; and it occurred to a gentleman who accidentally
visited the arsenal that he had read, that cotton souked in linseed ail
would take five without the aid of any inflamed matter : and it was
presumed the present combustion had been produced by the oil passing
ito the box, and uniting with the cotton. -To determine this paint,
some of the same kiud of cloth was wetted with linseed oil, and shut
up closely in a box, which in about three hours began to smoke.:
On opening it the cloth was fobnd in a state similar to that discovered: .
in ti:e arsenal, and, on its being exposed to the air, broke out into a

flame, o ' '

ON.THE EFFECTS OF ICE BY EXPANSION.

WHEN a tract of ice in strong masses is'spread over the ground,
and otherwise continues to be formed underneath, where there s
not room for its expansion, as in the Glaciers of Switzerland, the ice
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underneath sometimes expands with such force as to rend the supe-
rior strata with violent explosions. In the frosty climates of the
polar regions these explosions are sometimes as loud as_cannon.—
Blocks of slate-stone, which is formed ia thin plates or strata, not
separable by a tocl, are taken out of the quarry and exposed to 1ain,
which soaking into the pores of the stone, is there frozen into ice,
which by its expansion breaks the stone into thin plates. In the
iron-works they sometimes, in order to break an old bomb-shell, fill
it with water, then fasten up the vent and expose it to the fros,
which bursts it into pieces without farther trouble. It is necessary,
therefore, in order to preserve a vessel which has liquor in that is ex-
pected to freeze, to leave sufficient room for this expansion. The
effects of it are ohservable in a thousand phanomena: trees are burst,
rocks are rent, walaut, ash, and oak-trees, are sometimes cleft asunder,
with a noise like the explosion of firc-arms.

" EFFECTS OF EXTREME COLD.

WHEN some French mathematicians wintered at Tornea, in Lap-
land, the external air, when suddenly admitted into their rooms, con-
verted the moisture of the air into whirls of snow; their breasts
seemed to be rent when they breathed it, and the contact was into-
lerable to their bodies; and the aqueous parts of the spivits of wine,
which had not been highly vectified, burst some of- their thermo-
meters. ’

Extreme cold often proves fatal to animal life : 7000 Swedes pe-
vished at once in attempting to pass the mountalns which divide
Norway from Sweden. In cases of extreme cold, the persen attacked
first feels himself extremely chilly and uneasy, he begins to turn
istless, is unwilling to walk, or use the exercise necessary to keep him
warm, and at last turns drowsy, sits down to refresh himself with
sleep—Dbut wakes no more. Dr. Solander, with some others, when
at Terra del Fuego, having taken an excursion up the country, the
cold was so intense as to kill one of the company: the doctor,
though he had warned his companions of the danger of sleeping in
that situation, could not be prevented from making that dangerous
experiment himself; and though he was awaked with all possible ex-
pedition, he was so much shrunk in bulk that his shoes fell off his
feet, and it was with the utmost difficulty he recovered,

In very severe frosts and very cold climates, rivers have been known
to be frozen over with great rapidity. Dr. Goldsmith mentions
having seen the Rhine frozen at one of its most precipitate cataracts,
and the ice standing in glassy columns like a forest of large trees, the
branches of which had been lopt away. 8o hard does the ice become
in cold couritries, that in 1740 a palace of ice was built at Peters-
burgh, after a very elegant model, and in just proportions of Augustan
architecture. It was gz feet Jong, and 20 feet high. The materials
were quarried from the surface of the river Neva; and the whole
stood glistening against the sun with a brilliancy almost equal to his
swn, Toincrease the wonder, six cannons and two bombs, all of
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the same materials, were planted before this extraordinary edifice
the cannon were three-pounders, they were charged with gun-
powder, and fired off; the ball of one pierced an oak plank two inches
thick, at 6o paces distance, nor did the piece burst with the explosion,

DUTY OF CONSIDERING
THL FPOOR.

INCE there is, and, to answer the purposes of society, there muet

be inequalities among met, it is but natural to ask the man who
finds himself in a situation preferable to that of his neighbour, and
yet refuses to have compassion upen him in his distress—How came
your lot to be cast in so fair a ground ? It is not your merit or his,
demerit witich occasions the difference between you. 1t has been
permitted, that the work of God may be manifested in you both ;
that he from his poverty may learn patience and resignation, and you
be taught charity, and the right employment of the good things
vouchsafed you. He was not suffered to fall into this condition that
you should overlook and despise, but that you should consider and:
comfort him. You have an advantage over him without doubt—
and your Saviour has informed you whetein it consists—¢ It is more
blessed to give than to receive.” Secure this biessing, and the end
of your being made to differ is answered.

It might have pleased God that you should have been poor—
but this is not all—it may please him that you shall be so ;- and hard
would you esteem it in such a case not then to experience the bene-
volence you are now invited to display. It is God’s high prerogative
to exalt and to abase : he putteth down one and setteth up another.

But whether riches leave you or not, yet a little while—and it’
can be but a little while—before you must leave them. However
gay and prosperous you go through life, death will certainly strip
you of all, and leave you more truly destitute than the neediest wretch
that was ever laid at-your gate. ~Neither Jand nor money can ac+
company you to the grave. ‘The hour must come—and while we
speak it is hastening forward—when strength will droop, beauty will
fade, and spirits will fail; when physicians will despair, friends will
lament, and all will retire ; when from the palaces of the city, and-
the paradises of the country, you must go down to the place where .
all these things are forgotten, and take up vour residence in the'so-
litude of the tomb. What then will riches avail ? Much every way
if they have been bestowed in charity ; if the thought of death—
that most profitatile aund salutary of all thoughts, that epitome of true
philosophy —shall have excited you through life to * consider the
poor.”
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POETRY. -

AN IRREGULAR ODE"

ON THE .
MORAL PRINCIPLES OF MASONRY,

DESIGNED FOR THE CONSECRATION OF THE

KING GEORGE’S LODGE, IN SUNDERLAND;'

oN THE FOURTH PAY OF JUNE 17783
o BEING THE BIRTI-DAY OF
HIS - MAJESTY GEORGE THE THIRD.

" BY J. CAWDELL, COMEDIAN,

- CHORUS PRIMO:
OUND ! soupd aloyd ! your instruntenis of joy !
Lettherrful strains abound?! -
} From pole to pole resound ! .
And may no hestile cares our social mirth annoy §
Raise, raisé the voice of harmony; ali raise !
To hail this festive day
) Your votal strength display ! )
And charm the list’ning wotld with jocund songs of phdises
May this new Copsecration thro’ ages shine secure; =
2 monument of Social Love; till time shizll be no move.
Ye powers persuasive now inspire
My tongue with bold resistless fire!
) Let sacred zeal combine ! .
May magic sweetness crown my lays;
To sing dloud Misbric praise,
) - And ufge 2 thenie divine ! :
May swelling nunibers flow Withoiit ontroul;
And all be music, extasy of souls -
Confess’d unequal to the trémbling task,
~ To touch tlie lyre s0 oft superior string;
Y our candour, pati€tice, justicé bids e ask;
And for a lab'ring heart excuse a fault'ring torigités
Behold a social traiiy il friendship’s barids '
_ Assembled, cheerful; eager to display -
Their pauting joy, to raise their willing hands,
And hail triumphant this anspicious day!
A day which Britons e’er must bold divine:
_ To sound its glories Fame expands her wirigs §
This day selected for your fair design,
Has lent our favour’d isle the best of Kixes.
May Heaven; propitious; your endeavours £row,
Which, like the present; Virtue’s basis clajim}
May perfect Goodness here erect her throne,
And coward Vice be only known by name!

Yo IV. Ce
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May moral Virtue meet 1o savz age foes

Within these walls made sacred to your cause }
Scorn each veviler who would truth oppose ;

And learn, the Good are still Masonic laws.

- BROTHERLY LOVE.

Haill first grand principle of Masonry, for ever hail !
Thou gracious attribute deséending from above—
O'er each corroding passion of the soul prevail,
And shew the social cherms of Brotherly Love.

May thy bright virtues e’er resplendent shine
Through ages yet unborn-—worlds unexplor'd ;
Till even Rancour falls before thy shrine,
And Malice, blushing, owns thee for her lord.

This happy union of cachsgen’rous. mind
Would nobly give to peace-eternal birth

Tmplicit confidence would bless mankind,
And pertect happiness be found on earth.

From this celestial source behold a train
Of blooming virtues, emulous fo gain
A genial warmth from each expanded breast.
Among the pleasing numbers crouding round
{Whose looks with well-meant services are crown'd},
Relief and Truth superior stand confest.

RELIETF.

Relief, of Charity the soul,
Whose lib’ral hands from pole-to pole extend,
Scorns mean restraint, disdains controul,

.And gives alike to enemy and friend.

Emnty distinctions here contemned fail,
For true Heligf is bounteous to all,

TRUTH.

Nor is with paler glory Truth array'd,
In bright simplicity she shines, carest—

She conquers Fraud, dlspels its gloom3 shade, -
And brings conviction to the doubtful breast.

Should e’er Duplicity our ears assail,
And, fluent, forge an artful specious tale,
It may our easy faith awhile deceive;
But when this radiant goddess silence breaks
Decision follows, *tis fair "['ruth who speaks, .
And banish’d Falsehood can no longer live,

FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITY.,

YWhen first kind Heav'n to th* astonish’d view
Of mortal sight its realms of joy display’d,

- Mankind enrapiur'd with the prospect grew
) prosp g p)

And o attain this bliss devoutly pray’d,
Agreeing all, this sacred truth-allow :

(And we its force with zealous warmth increaze }
That Fuith, Hope, Charily, ppssess’d, bestow

“Tiie faivest claini to everlasting peace,
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} FAITH.
By Faith what miracles in distant times were done'!
The leper cleans'd—to sight restor’d the blind—  ~
By that the widow sav’d her darling son—
And Death his fruitless dart to faith resign’d,

HOPE.

O fairest, sweetest, harbinger of joy !

Whose aid supreme with gratitude we ownj
Cheer’d with thy smiles we human ills defy,

And drive Despair in shackles from thy throne;

AIR I

Tho’ throbbing griefs the soul oppress, -
And il the heart with deep distress, .
Whilst each fond joy’s withheld;
“Yetwhen fair Hope her visage shows,
The mind inspir'd with raptore glosws,
& And ev'ry pang’s expell’d !
‘When conscious sin the dying wretch reproves,
‘Whilst from his quiv’ring lip the doubtful pray’r is sent;
He asks for Hope, she comes, his fear removes, -
His mind enlightens, and he dies content!

CHARITY.

Fair Charity next, Masonic patroness ! co
Merits that praise which only hearts can give; -
No words can her unrivall’d worth express ;
Her glowing virtues in the soul must live.
The wretched widow, plung’d in streaming woes,.
Bereft of husband, competence, and friengds,
TFinds no allay, no balmy quiet knows, oo
Till Heav'n-born Charity eviry comfort sendss

The heipless orphan wand’ring quite forlorn,
Sends forth his little soul in piteous moan;
In lisping murmurs rues he e’er was born,
And thinks, in infant-griefs, he stands alone
Thus plaintive wailing he relief despairs,.
No tender parent to assuage his pain ;
No friend but Charity *—she dispeis his cares—
Father and mother both in her rémain.

AIR IL
AN ALLEGORY ON CHARITY,

As Poverty late, in a fit of despair,

Was beating her bosom and tearing her hair, -

Smiling Hope came to ask—what her countenatice toldws
That she there lay expiring with Lunger and cold,

Come, rise.! said the sweet rosy herald of joy, . - -
And the torments you suffer I'll quickly destroy ;

Take me by the haid, all your griefs 'l digpel, -

And I'll lead you for succour to Charitys cell. *

* For thelasting honour of Masonry that noble Asylura in St. George’s Fields
for the Female Ofispring of indigent Masons, originally set on foot by the Che-
valier Ruspini, is now nearly completed. "We lave 1ot forgotten our promise
20 engrave the Plan and Tlevation of the Building,

. Cca
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_Appeas’d by her, the guilty victim spares.

THE FREEMASONS MAGAZINE,

On Poverty hobbled, Hope soften’d her pain,

But long did they search for the goddess in vain
Tawns, cities, and countries, they travers’d around,
For Charity’s lately grown hard to be found.

Atlength at the door of a Lonee they arriv’d,

Where their spirits exhausted the Tyler reviv'd,

Who, when ask d (as "twas late) if the dame was gone home;
Said, no; Charity always was last in the room.

The door being open’d, in Poverty came,,

Was cherish’d, reliev’d, and caress’d by the dame;
Tach votary, likewise, the object to save,

CGbey’d his own feelings, and cheerfully gave. -

Then shame on the man who the Science derides, .
Where this sof -beaming virtue for ever presides.

In this seriptural maxim let’s ever accord —

¢ What we give to the poor, we bui lend to the Lord.™

THE FOUR CARDINAL VIRTUES,
' JUSTICE.

Inferior virtues rise from these, .
Aftording pleasure, comfort, peace,

And less'ning all our cares;
“Here Justice see, at Mercy’s word, ;
Conceals her scales, and drops her swordy

FORTITUDE.

Here Fortitude; of Hope the child,

With conscious resignation fill'd,
Displays her dauntless brow ;

Sees, fearless, human ills surround,

She views them all with peace profound, '
And smiles at threaten’d woe !

TEMPERANCE.

Wow ruddy Temperance shetws her blooming face,
Replete with health, with ease, and fair contents

Whilst pamiper’d Lux’ry mourns her sickly case,
And finds too late a glutton’s life mispent, ’

PRUDENCE,

‘With cautious step and serious grace,
A form behold with hidden face,
Veil’d o’er with modest fears ;

THl Confidepce, unus'd to doubt,

Resolves io find the goddess out,
‘Withdraws the veil, and Prudence, see, appears ¥
‘Without thy gifts mankind would savage turn R

‘Would human nature wantonly disgrace; '
Would atall bounds of due restriction spurn ;

And all the noblest works of Heav'n deface,
These Moral Virtues are by us ordain’d

Th* unerring pilots to the heavenly shore:
By these directed ¢ndless joy’s obtain’d;

Agnd, Laving their kind gid, we waut o more.
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Of all the mental blessings giv’n to man,

These are the choice of each Masonic breast;
By us envoli’d, they form the moral plen

Of this fair science —are snpreme confess’d.

DUET AND CHORUS, FINALE,

~Then let us all in friendship live,
Endearing and endear’d;

Let Vice her punishment receive,
And virtue be reverd.

(CHORUS.) -
May love, pmce, and harmony, cver abound
And the good man and Mason united be found. -

Now let the panting heart rejoice !
The glowing mind expand!

Let echo raise her double voice,
And swell the chioral band.

: (CHORUS.)
Way love, peace, and harmony, ever abound,
And the good man and Mason united be found.-

MARSONIC INTELLIGENC_E.

LODGES Ol‘ INSTRUCTION

TUNDAY.—Globe T(.vern Fleet-street, at 7 o'clock i in the evenmg, Jamaica
House, Bermondbe.v, at 7 in the eveuning; White Swan, Mansell-street,
#t 7 in the evening ; Three Iolly Butchers, }'oxton, at 3 in the aiternoon,
Three Jolly Hatters, Bermondsey-street, at 7 in the evening; Sun,- Clement's
Iun fore gate, ai 7 in the evening; King’'s Head, Walworth, at 3 in the after-
ncon ; Bricklayer's Arms, Duke-street, Gxosvcnox-bqudre, at 1 in the evening;
,black Horse, Tower-hill, at 7 in the evening.

Monpay.—Crown. Tavern, Clerken‘\'ell-"xeen, at 7 inthe evemng, Edm~‘
‘burgh Castle, near the New Chmch, Strand, at 7 in the evenmg, Corner of
Leman-street, Goodman’stfelds, at 7 in the ey ening.

Tugspav.—Peacock, Whitecross-stréet, at 7 in the evening; Phaemx,
Princes-street, Cavendish-square, at 7 in the evenmg, Black Horse, Leman- .
street, Goodman's- ﬁelda, at 7 o'clock in the evening, '

W EDNESDAY ~— York Arms, Curzon-sireet, May fan‘, at 7 in the eve*nng H
Star and Punch-bowl, East Smithfield, at 7 in the evening.

Fripay.—Joiners® Arms, Joiners-street, Too]ey-street at 7 in the evening ;
Bell, Mount-street, Grosvenor-square, at 7 in the evenmg.

From Vienna, we are.told, that all books of which Freemasonry is the.
subject, are prohibited lnoughout the Austrian dominions! Such a prohibition,
at the close of the 18th century, appears rather extraordinary., Perhaps this
Society, the aim of which is to cemert more firmly the best affections of human
nature, would be treated with greater lenity in. de.vponc nations, if they were to
“drop the obnoxious epithet [Frer] prefized to Masonry. All the books that we
have seen of this celebrated body, tend only to enforce and strengthen the ties of
universal love, the bonds of fraternal union ; and it reflects honour on the libe-
rality and good sense of this country, that the Society flourishes here, and can
name among its raembers persons the most distinguished for rank and talents,
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STRICTURES
ON -
PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS.
. FEERUARY 21,
T -Covent-Garden Theatre ¢ ExcLaND Presgrvep,’’ an Historical Play,
was produced for the first time, )
DRAMATIS PERSCN/E.

Earl of Pembroke (Lord Protector), - Mr. Porz.
Earl of Surrey, = - - - Mr, BoLmax.
Earl of Chester, ' - - = - Mr. Parnew,
Bishop of Winchester, - -~ = - Mr HuL.
French Prince, - - - - - Mr. HagLey.
Farl William, .~ - . - - - - My. MibpLETONG
Lincoln, - = . - - . = .- Mr.Davies.. .
Robert Fitzwalter, - - ~ ~ Mr. R1CHARDSON.

e Nevers,. . = . .- - .. = Mr. Haymes.. .. -
Beaumont, - = = - - Mr. CLAREMONT.
English Squire, - - - - - Mr. MACREADY.
French Guard, .. - - .. = .= .= Nr. PowgLL. . |
Heralds, - = Messrs. Trodrson and RicnarpsoN.
Lady Swirey, = - - - - Miss WaLLiS.

o THE STORY . '

- Is taken from {lie history of this country at that melancholy pericd, the termi-
hation of King Johni’s, 'and the inauspicicus commencement of his son’s, young
Henry the Third’s; reign. It opens at the time when the greater part of England
was i1 possession ¢f «the Prince of France, whom the rebel Burons had called
over to protect them against the vengeance of Jshn, but from whom they éxpe-
riendcé the -same.tyranny which they had thrown themselves into his power to
prevents . P . - e .
The Earl of Pembroke, a wise, prudent, and resolute nobleman, as Mareschal
of England, had charge of young Henry, and wiih a few steady friends made a
stand for their native and lawful sovereign in the west, and maintained the
island’s independérice against the superior force of the barons and France united.
Many of the league finding their cause of war terminated by thie death of their
enemy Joln, aild the oppression of-a foreign yoke more severe than the one they
had struggled to throw off, went over to Pembroke’s party, and among the rest
his eldest son, the Earl William Mareschal, ‘and his son-in-law, the Earl of
Warsenne and Surrey. Gaining strength by the addition of these barons’ troops,
the Protector ventured to appear in the North, whither the French had marched
from Dover Castle, the siege of which they had relinquished, in hopes of.its falling
shen the rest of the islund was subdued. The parties met at Lincoln, where the
foreigners received a complete overthrow ; but the: joy of the conquerors was
soan checked, by their hearing accounts of immense reinforcements having ar-
rived from France. [Presséd by their critical situation, the Protector, Pembroke,
resolved to follow up his victory, and try to strike a- decisive blow, before the
Juniction of these succours with the French Prince. S
‘While he was approaching London, with a close siege by land and water, the
éneiny received the unexpected intelligence of their flect having been entirely
destioyed by the English vessels. Llated at which event, the Protector and his
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friends poured down upon the French Prince, who, dispirited at his situation,
submitted to the generous terms given him by Pembroke, and retired from the
island, leaving it delivered from a foreign yoke, restored to its rights, and its
people again nnited, free, ana independent. .- .
A domestic story of the distresses of Lady Surrey, Pembroke’s daughter, in
consequence of her husband Surrey’s being intercepted in his flight from the ty-
ranny of France, and thrown into confinement, is interwoven with the great
public business, and exemplifies the horrors and miseries incident to a country
in a state of civil 'war. ’ . )
The Play comes, we understand, from the pen of a Mr. Warson, of the
Temple, a gentleman hitherto urkknown to the public as a dramatic author. The
state of the times in which we live, and the laudable object of inspiring English=
men with confidence, and a love of their country, has evidently been the aim of
the author, and so far he is entitled to every praise that can be given. We are
not to view this production but as a drama. :
The period of our history which is chosen, certainly is the fittest that could
have been selected to answer the anthor’s purpose; but he hus not made so much
of it'as the story would admit of. To heighten the effect, and to admit of the
incidents flowing with more ease, great [atitude has ever been allowed to dramatie
-writers on historical subjects; but of this Mr. Watson has not sufficiently
availed himself; his piece is therefore deficient in interest, and our feelings remain
untouched by the recital of woes and sufferings, which make Lady Surrey whine
through the piece. The character of Pembroke is certainly drawn with move
‘boldness than' the rest; but, though the dialogue is not altogether wanting in
richness or elegance, it is, certainly, on the whole, defective in that dignity neces-
.-sary to tragedy. . B
There are some very handsome compliments to British valour, and the attach-
ment of Englishmen to that constitution by which their liberties are secured;
and the Address to the audience, with which the piece concluded, was deservedly
-well received,; and contributed considerably to its success.

28. At.Drury-Lane Theaﬁe, -anew .Comedy, called, ¢ THE, W_HEEL-OFJEQﬁ-
TUNE,” was performed for the first time. oo
CHARACTERS. v .
Sir David Daw, - ot e MR PALMER.,
- Mr. Tempest, - Mr. Kine.

—~

Penrnddock - - - - - = 'Mr. KeMBrLE.
Woodville, - - - - ~ Mr., WnITFIELD,
R Sydenham, - - - - - .~ Mr. PALMER.

"Henry Waodville, - - - ~ Mr. C. KeMBLE.
Weazle, - - - - - .= Mr. Sverr.

. Servant to Woodville, R -~ Mr, WaLpron,
Officer, - - - - - - Mr. PHILLIMORE,
Jenkins, = - - -~ - - Mr. Brawp.
Coachman, - - - -~ -~ Mr.MipsoCKS,
Cook, - - - - - - - Mr. Baxks..
TFootman, - - - - - - Mr. TruEMAYN.

+ - Mrs. Woodyille,
Emily Tempest,
Dame Dunckle
Maid,

- Mrs. PowELL.

~ Miss FARREN. - -

- Mrs. MapDOCKS,
"~ Miss TipswELL.

. N
he Story is briefly this: v
- Penruddock, after a retirement from the world of twenty years, becomes sud-
denty acquainted with the decease of a relation, whiclr leaves him master of an
immense fortune—and the creditor ofa man who, like Alonzo, in Young’s Revenge,
from the deputed advocate of his friend’s attachment, became himself the suitor,
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and at length the husband, of Penruddock’s mistress. Twenty vears had neitlier
effaced the mémory of the wrong, nor destroyzd his original affection from the -
breast of Penruddock. To gratify his revenge, thuefcrc he returns into society;
and after many intermediate circumstances of uncommon interest, which we wil
not relate, he consents to forget his injuries, resumes his natural benevelence;
and corvp.etes the bappmc:.r of a party he had at first designed to ruin.

There is an under plot interwoven with great ingenuity, which consists of the
family of the Tempests ; it connects very well with the main subject, and takes

" little or nothing away fromthe simpiicity or perfection of the drama;

Mr. CumreRLAND is the author of this Cothedy; and it does infinite credit ta
his geN1us, his JupeMENT, and his TasTE,

The stile of the composition comes nearest the Jew, but, in our opinion, th#
comparison between that comedy and the present is infinitely to-the disadvantage
of the former. Penruddock, like Sheva, is the hero of th2 picce, to which every
thing else is made exactiy subservient, and which embraces the whole subject,
directs all the business, puts in motion ali the agents, and excites ali the interest;
it is, in short, the central point, which attracts or impels, as suits best, the puy=
poses it'designs to fulfil. “We know notwhether the author has bo)razued the plan
{for this character, or laid it out himnself; if an 1airaTION, there has been exqui~
site skill in the conveyance; if an ericINAL, no commeandation can be too greai:
Let either be the case, it is a fine bold character, full ofsnength and energy, de-
signed with amazing ingenuity, pursued with unabating vigour, and c.omp[eted
with masterly effect.

If CumpeRrLAND should wnte no-more, he will bave ended his labours with'the
same spirit he began them; let there be no moreidle nonsense about the infirmity
of his genius, or the imbecimy of his faculties; the character of Penruddock will
caompletely refute all general objections - that may be made against him on thxs.
score,

It were impossible to give the reader any just notion of the part'-—-bene\ olent,
misanthropic, sententious, contemplative; now, thirsting for immediate re-
venge; then, dpostrophwmg the Jong- -lost’ ob;ect of his affection. Subidued by
the soFr, and agomized by the riErcER passions; at one tunc tender, at anoiher
unreleniing, just as the presiding disposition dirccts. :

The whole is, however, so ﬁnely implicated, and the interest so forc:b!y apphcd,
that we do not ecitate to say, it Geserves to be ranked with thu most adinired ins
‘stances.~f fAinished and impiieetvg cloraeiar

There is nothing very striking in any of the othcr personages; Governor Tem-
pest has the impatient good ,humour of erAnthonyAbsoluw I‘imothy Weazle
is a pert attomey; with more than the usual quantum of pxofc“bional sincerity.
Bydenham is 2 blunt sentlmental man, who does not confine his good intentions
merely to thesry. Sir David Daw is a Moumouthshire bardhet, who has more
money thar wit, and more impudence than good mahners. We should imagine
the author meant bere some character in life, We do not, however, feel the force
of the satire. If a draughtfrom fancy, the humour does not tell 3 if modelled from
nature, the irony is incomplete.

The ladies are purely sentimental, without a taint of frailty —angels upon
earth. In life we have none cf these perfect beings; of cdurse there should be
noné upon the stage. The custom of dmrmnzmg novels introdirced firis absur~
dity. It may be an eP1c becuty, but it is certainly a praMaTic defecl. '

The language is beautiful throughout; the sentiments are not trite; there is
much solid remark, and some useful information ; the progress of the scene is
simple and mterestmg, and the moral unexceptxcmable,
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PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS.

=
OUSE or LORDS; Fer. 3.

TVHE order of the day being moved for summoning the House on the third

A reading of the Bill fur the suspension of the Hubeas Corpus Act, the Farl
.¢f Lawderdule vase to propose that some more definite time thon that mentloncd
in the Biil should be fixed for the termination of the aet: It would not be dis-
puted, he presuined, that every act of the Logislature should be independent of
the Crown, and therefore he moved, that instead of the last day of the present
Session of Parliament, the ° first of July next’ be inserted. This amendment
was adopted without any debate.

Lovd Grenville, on moving that the Bill do pass; took an cpportunity of enter-
ing at considerable length into the motives which had induced his Majesty’s mi-
nisters to bring forward a Bil for renewing the former Act, which he declared
the origin; notwithstanding ihe late acquittals, in his opinicn, the same causes
in a great degree still existed, for though guilt had not been proved against any
individual, it was evident from thé trials that a conspiracy had been on foot.
Tt had no doubt been checked, butit had not been subdued. He therefore had no
difficulty in giving his opinion, that nothing had occurred which ought to induce
the House (o oppose the renewal of the Act, and therefore he moved that the
Bill do now pass,

The Earl of Guildford waimly condemricd the repeated uttempts of Mibisters
1o deprive the people of the most valuable privilege which they enjoyed. . He had
opposed the Bill from the beginning, backed as it was by the weight dnd autho»
rity of the reports of Committees of both Houses 'of Parliament, which had
stated that treasonable plots did exist. He for one never believed that any plot
or vonspiracy whatever existed, which the common faw of the land was not fu((y
adeq\mte to punish, without resorting to the extmoxdnmr) measure of a $us-
pension of the Habeas Corpus Act. If he then was of that opinion, the result
of the trials in consequence had, hie believed, convineed evéry unprejudiced
and disinterested man in the kingdom, that no conspiracy had' in fact existed,
for all the conspirators, as they were called, had been dcquitted by the verdict of
their country.  For these reasons he certainly should give his most ‘deeided ne-~
gative to the Bill.

After the Farl of Guildford had concluded, the ‘debate became general, Tlx‘é
Duke of Leeds, Earl of Warwick, Earl of Carlisle, Lord Hawkesbury, Barl
Spencer, Viscount Sidney, Lord Kinneul, Lord Chancellor, and Lord Auck-
land, speaking in favour of the Biil, and the Earl of Lauderdale, Duke of Bed-
ford, and the Marquis of Lansdown against it the last-mentioned Noble Peer

said, he intended to have left the House without making 2 single observation,
but for the arrogant language of those noble Lords who }n.d supported this ex-
traordinary measure. The Noble \Lxrqms always understood this fo be an Act
fo protect the buthLt from arbitrary unpuwnm:.m, aid any attempt to abridge
his iiberties was a palpable violation of the Constitution. 1t had been urged lhnt
this measure had been repeatediy resovted to in cases of great emergency ; but
J1e weuld contend that the emergency ought to be made out to the satisfaction of
the country. Not a single additional fact had been stated since the introduction
uf the original Bill, and the House was called upon to renéw the Act, on the re-
port of a Committee, which had been completely negatived by a jury of the
country. He sheuid not so far degrade the jurisprudence of the country, as to
put the report of a Secret Committee in competition with the verdict of a Jury,
The former was the produce of men who were born and bred in politics ¢ the
latter was the opinion of twelve plain honest men; delivered under the solemn
obligation of an oath.  The contenipt shewn o these proceedings put the Noble
Marquis in mind of ap expressiofh used by a Noble Lord (Lord Grantley) on
anather occision, that ¢¢ he regarded theiviopinions uo meore than the resolu-
tion of & set of drunken poriers.”

: : D4
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On the question being put, it was carried without a division.

N. B. A Protest against the passing of this Bill was entered on the Journais,
and signed by the Earl of Guildford, Earl of Lauderdale, Duke of Norfoliz, and
the Duke of Bedford. . . -

4. Lord Grenville delivered a message from his Majesty, similar to that brought
dawn to the House of Commons by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, respecting
the Imperial Loan; to be taken into consideration on the roth,

5. The Royal assent was given by commission to the Habeas Corpus Suspen~
sion Bill,
9. The Order of the Day being read for taking his Majesty’s message on the
Austrian Load intd consideration; Lord Greaville rose, and in a short but perti-.
nent speech, expatiated on the very great advantages which might accrue to the
nation in its present circumstances from addépting the measure proposed in his
Majesty’s message. By it, he observed, we should secure the alliance and ef-
- fectual co-operation of the greatest power on the Continent, who by it would be
enabled to bring into the field an army of 200,006 men, and whose attacks on
the commion enemy must prove, in the way of a diversion, the most essential
service to the cause in which both countries were engaged. He then took are-
view of the securities offered by Austria for the repayment of the proposed
Loan, which being an addition to his Imperial Majesty's hereditary revenues,
the property of the Bank of Vienna was such: a security as might be locked to
by this country with the utiiost confidence. Viewing the subject in its principal
in this light, in which he was certain it would . also be considered by their Lord-
ships, after a little reflection on the subject, he concluded with moving an ad-
dress to his Majesty, setting forth the concurrence of that House with the pro-
pesed measure, and coiitaiing the warmest assurances of support, &e. ’

. The Marquis of Lanrsdown rose to state his disapyprobation of the proposed
measure. He considered it as objectionable. in all points of view, whether it
yelated to the security offered for the repayment of the money, the ability or in~
¢lination of the Emperor to perform the proposed stipulations of the eontracts,
and lastly, he considered it as a measure of impoliey and profusion of the re~
sotrces of this country. With respecet to the sesurily, the state of the Imperial
revenues were such as not to offer the least solid ground of reimbursement. He
Wwould be much better pleased if the Austrian receipts at the Custom-houses
were put inte our hands; as a precedent for this the Duich Loan to Prussia
was offered,. A Commissioner from the former eountry was put in possession
of the Customs of Riga. Suppose the Customs of Trieste were ceded to us, it
would be much better than as now proposed. He also doubted much of the abi~
lity of the Emperor to bring the proffered force of 200,000 men into the field,
or his inclination, after what he had seen and suffered, to co-opérate with us
tordially in acting against the French. Lastly, he disapproved of the measure
as profuse and extravagant; as it was much better that so much money shounld
. be applied 1o the increase of our naval force, or the augmentation of the wages
 and boéunty to seamen ; or if it appeared that the rich of this country had muclh
superfludis wealth, much better would it be to apportion a part of it to relieve
the very great distresses of our poor. Considering the measure in this light, he
‘mist therefore oppose it; and Lis Lordship concluded with moving ain amend-
‘ment to the address, temding to do away its tendency and effect,

The Earl of Mansfield at some length supported the Address. He contended
principally in favour of the policy of the measure, whieh secured to us the last-
ing alilance of the greatest Continentai power, the gqod effect of which in the
prosecution of the war must.be obvious at the first glimpse. He could not agree
with the Naoble Marquis, that the propesead security was inadequate ; the Aus-
trian revenues were great and flourishing, the credit of the Bank of Vienna equal
to that of any other, and besides, the Emperor was influenced to the full per-
formance of his engugements, as well by his interest as his honour. He there~
fore deemed it incumbent on him to Support the address.

The Xarl of Guildferd, in opposing the Address, dwelt on some of the points
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urged by the Noble Mover oFthc amendment. He said he would mu-h prerer
the mode of subsidy to that of loan, by which we could retain an efficient check

in our hands : the details of the I.‘.mperor s offers, he thought, should be laid
before the House.

Lord Hawkesbury observed, that the Address now proposed only pledged their
Lordships to the app\ohmon of the Loan on proper conditions ; the subject,
therefore, could not properly be considered until the negociation was ﬁmahed,
and the full terms before their Lordships; he thought the policy of the measure,
under the present circumstances, too obvious to need being pointed out.

The Earl of Lauderdele stated his disapprobation of the measure at some
length, which went as well to the principal as to the component parts of it._

Lord Auckland considered the measure as well worthy their Lordskips appro-
bation in every point of view. He principally dwelt on the necessity of attain-
ing a powerful land force to oppose the French on the Continent, which, more
tlmn any thing else, would aid our naval exertions. OQur sitnation he admltted
to be dangemua, but that should stimulate us to increased exertion.

Lord Grenville in explanation, supported the arguments urged in behalf of the
mcasure. He vindicated the conduct of Ministers, und insisted, that no part of
the misfortunes which had recently fallen out could be imputable to them.

Lerd Daraley spoke in approbation of the Address,

The Marquis of Lansdewn explained. He contended for the justice of his for-
mer observations, and insisted, that to increase our naval force, to meliorate
the condition of our seamen, and to enact more equal distribution of prize-mo~
ney, weuld be of infinitely more service in securing a happy issue to the war.
The wretched condition of the poor was also necessary even in a political view
to be now looked to. One measure only he gave administration credu for, the
establishiment of the Board of Agriculture.

An explanatory conversation here took place between Lords Gre)m]le and
Abercorn, as to the effect of agreeing to the proposed Address, the result of
which was, that in their opinions it would only go to pledge their Lordships as
to the general principle of the nieasure, and not to its subsequent details,

The amendment was then negatived without a division, and the original Ad-
dress put and carried.  Adjourned.

12. The Duke of Bedford rose to make his promised motion on the negociation
with France; which he prefaced with a speech of some length. He observed it
Wwas necessary, while at war with any nation, that the clear and distinct grounds
of going to war, and the objects for which it was intended, ought clearly and
exphcxt[y to be avowed; this proposition he imagined to be so clear, that no
‘noble Lord would contestit, and such precisely was the object of his motion.
Iie observed, that upon a mmute and dcliberate examination of the different
declarations of the Government of this country at homie, and the manifestoes of
its officers abroad, it tould not be clearly ascertained what were the objects we
had in view, but wlmt most appeared to him to be the intention was, a desxgn
at least to overtnrn the present form of Goverment of France,
troduce the old despotisii of that country. Whether this was Ihe. real intent of
-Ministers or not he would not say, but it certainly was considered so by the
people of Frange..

His Grace then adverted to the views of policy which this country could have
-in the continuance of the war, and the prospects of bringing it to a successful
issue; and of this last point.he was sorry to express his.serious doubts of its

accomplishment; what were dwelt on as the grounds of hope were, frst, the idea
that Royalisti was prevalent in that counity; and, secondly, the supposed ilt
-state of the French resources., With respect to Royalism, it would be needless
* for him to say any thing, after what happened at Lyons, Toulon, and La Ven-
. dee, and the very litile effect pmduccd by the defection of that popular General,
Dumourier, * It was said by a noble Lord, that a pamphlet had been written by
2 French citizen in fayour of monarchy, and what was ihe consequence ¥ The

dz
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panick and alarm was so great as fo cause the writer 10 be consigned to the
Revolutionary Tribunal. As to the idea of the declension of the French ve-
sources, he would only observe, that this argument had been held out day after
‘day by Ministers, since the commencement of the war, and vet at this hour we
see the war prosecuted with encreased energy and success by France,-which
shews no symptom whatever of its resources being diminished “After some other
observations, his Grace moyed 2 Resolution, stating the opinion of their Lord-
'ships to be, that the present actual Government of ¥rance should be no bar to
2 negociation for Peace. ' )

Lord Hawhesbury opposed the motion, as being contrary to the uniform decla-
rations of their Lordships on the subject, as well as the sentiments delivered
from the throne, from none of which, he contended, could it be inferred, that
Great Britain was averse to treating with France, the moment she has esta-
blished a regular and scttled government, as it was not the form of their go-
vernment that we could object to, but the character of it; and on these grounds
he would admit the injustice of the government of one country interfering with
that of another, further than what was warranted by the priuciple of self-pre=
.servation. His Lordship moved the previous question. . )

A leng debate then took place, which ended in a division, when the num.-
bers were, for the previous question 75, against it r2. -

25. This being the day appointed for the General Fast, at half past eleven
o'clock, the House met, when the Lord Chancellor, attended by the Archbishop
of Canterbury, several of the Bishops, and a few of the Lay Lords, went in ihe
-usual procession to Westminster Abbey, where a sermon was preached by the
‘Right Reverend Dr. Courteney, Bishop of Bristol, After returning from the
Abbey, adjourned. :

26. An order for taking the Report of the Committee of Precedents into comn-
_sideration, respecting the trial of Mr. Hastings, being read,

Lord Thurlow rose, and at some length took a general view of the subject,
particularly of what appeared in evidence; the result of which was, that the
Noble Lord was of opinion, that their Lordships shouid give a verdict on the
whole of the charges collectively ; but as he deemed this to be a question of the
_greatest importance, he thought it should be referred to a Committee of the
whole House; he therefore, moved, that the further consideration of the Re-
port of the Committee of Precedents, be referred to a Commiitee of the whole
House on Monday next, and that their Lordships be summoned for that day ;
both which motions were ordered accordingly, ‘

. 27. The House received several private Bills from the Commons, and ad-
journed till Monday, when the Lords were to bé summoned on the Report of the
Committee to search for Precedents in cases of Impeachments, 1

HOUSE or COMMONS,

Feb. 2. Mr. Pitt moved the order of the day, for the House to resolve itself into
a Committee of the whole House, on the consideration of the most speedy and
etfectual means of manning the Nayy, and Lord Arden took the chair.

Mr. Pitt proposed his pian in four resolutions to the Comniittee, All vessels
under 35 tons, he proposed should be exempted : but from that'burthen to 75
tons, each vessel should find one landman to the Navy ; from 75 to 105, one
seaman or two landmen ; and so in proportion, t{il the tonnage was very high,
when a variation would be proper, as the number of hands employed did not
increase in the proportion-to burden beyond a certain degree.  The produce of
this regulation he estimated between eighteen or twenty-thousand.  With re-
spect to the general call on counties, he proposed that it should produce about
ten thousand, thatis, on an average, one man for each parish. On the subject
of Canal Navigation, he had not yet obtained the necessary accounts of their
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pumber, so as to enable him to caleulate the produce; but he was well per-
suaded, that the numbers from that source would be considerable, and the class
of men very useful. Hebhad to add another regulation, which had since oc-
curred to him; mamely, that the Magistrates should be directed (6 take up all
loose and disorderly persons : and if, on examination, they should appear te
have no settled habization or honest mode of livelihgod, that they should be
cmpowered to deliver them up io the service of his Majesty’s fleet. He declined
entering into any further detail at present, as a fitter opportunity for so doing
would present itself in the course of the bills which would be brought in, if the
resolutions were agreed to. He then moved four resolutions agreeable to the
heads of his plan, which were agreed to, and the Chairman ordered to move
for leave to bring in a Bill on each resolution.

4. The Chancellor of the E;rt‘bc’qzu’i" brought down o message from his Majesty,
the substance of which was as follows :

«« GEORGE R.

¢ Fis Majesty thinks it proper to inform this House, that he has received
assurances {rom the Emperor, of his disposition to make the strongest efforts
against the common enemy in the ensuing campaign ; but his Imperial Majes-
ty, sensible of his inability to carry this resolution into effect, is desirous of
raising a loan on the credit of his hereditary dominions, gu;u'm,\teed by this
_country, to the exteunt of four millions, which would enable him to. bring
200,000 effective men into the ficld, to co-vperate iis the common cause. His
Majesty thinks, that a similar loan to a larger extent would ‘enable his Imperial
Majesty to employ a greater force, and that if his resources were more exten-
sive, his efforts would be proportionably more beneficial. Whatever temporary
advances may have been made by this country to the Emperor in the cowse of
the last campaign, will be included in this estimate.’

¢ If any unforseen circumstances shall oceur, which may render additional ar-
rangements necesspry, his Majesty will not fail to communicate them to Par-
fiament; and his Majesty relies with the ntmost confidenge on the zeal of his
faithful Commions, in this conjunctire, that they will tuke such measures as may
be most conducive to the interests of the country, and as may establish ona
secure and selid ground the peace and tranquillity of Europe.”

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that this message be taken into con-
sideration To-morrow.. '

Mr. Husey conceived, from the nature of his Majesty’s message, the con.
tents of which seemed alarming in the extreme, thata previous motion which
he would preface with 2 few words, was necessary, The sums which had been
expended in paying the Continenfal armies, in hiring foreign troops, in sub-
sidizing foreign pringes, and in paying the captures’ of neutral vessels, had
drainied this country of an immense guantity of specie. The loan which was
proposed to be given to the Emperor, he was afraid, would increase that sum
1o snch an extent as to shake the credit of the country ; he therefore moved,
¢ That the Governor and Deputy-Governor of the Bank of England be ordered
to attend at the House To-morrow, as thie Most proper persons to give such in-
formation as might be necessary upon the discussion of such an’'important sub-

Ject.? ]

The Chancelloy of the FErchequer apposed the motion : and in conclusion begged
leave to guard Gentlemen from adopting certain principles which had been
proved, by long cxperience, to be manifestly erroncous, and which were en~
tirely exploded by the eniighted policy of modern times. It was once falsely,
imagined, that the exportation of specic always impoverished a country, but we
‘have Jearnt, from experience and observation, that itis the surest criterion of
its prosperity, and that a contrary system of ‘hoarding up specie has beggared
nations, svhich, frem their iinmense resources, might have vied with their
most flourishing neighbours. He ulso cbserved, that if, by the proposed loan,
2 quantity of specie would be exported from this country, from the present state
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of Europe, there is an jmmense influx of specie produced by the system of
policy which bad been adopted, of granting an asylum to expatriated foreign-
ers. Last year, notwithstanding all the drains which this country experienced,
the balance of exchange was always in.our favour, and even mgre favourable
than it'ever had been in times of peace. But supposing his theory to have been
Jjust, the fact upon which it is grounded is not true. Great part of the money
will'be subscribed by foreigners, who will be glad to find such a market, and
even what is raised In this,country, will be mostly paid in bills of Exchange,
Upon these grounds he objected to the motion. :

The Question being put upon. the motion, it was negatived. .

M. Courtenay said, he wished to be informed of the exact sums which had been
already paid to the Emperor. »

The Changellor of the Exchequer said, it was difficult for him to state with accus
racy the precise sum, but as nearly as he could tell, at the end of Degember it
amounted to 400,000l °

The House resolved itself into a Committee to consider the proposition for the
best and most expeditious mode of manning the navy.

Mr. Harrison moved, that every person holding an office, place, or pension
of 300l. should furnish one seaman or two landmen for the naval service ; that
every person holding an office, place, or pension of 5ool. should furnish two sea-
men or four landmen; and for every zo0l, above 500l one seamaii or two landmen.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, if the motion was not meant as a joke, it
would be brought forward with greater propriety upon the other part of the pro- -
position. . o - ) :

- The report was ordered to be brought up on the morrow, and the House ad-
Journed.

S« Mr. Steridan moved, ‘¢ That it appears to this House, that the king of
Prussia has received twelve hundred thousand pounds, and upwards, from this
country, agreeable to treaty signed at the Hague, on January 1, 1794, and that
it does not appear to the House, that the king of Prussia has-performed thag

part of the treaty for which he has stipulated.”
Mr. Jekyll seconded the motion.

. Mr. Piu moved the previous question, upon which, after a debate, a divisiorni
took place, Aves 128, Noes 36.
After the Speaker had read his Majesty’s message on the Emperor’s loan,

Mr. Piit rose to move that it be now taken into consideration, and in a speech
of considerable length proceeded to shew the propriety and necessity of the-
measure which it recommended. :

He dwéltvery forcibly on the necessity of securing some powerful continental

connections, and shewed, that we could look to none of equal power and means,
or with the same degree of hope and security; as to his Imperial Majesty.
. After running over many other grounds, Mr. Pitt concluded by moving an
Address tohis Majesty, grounded on the principal topics advanced in the course
of his speech, and assuring his Majesty of the cordial concurrence of the House,
&ec. . ' .

Mr. Foz, in a speech of considerable length, delivered his sentiments, which
were decidedly against the measure ; and concluded by moving an amendment,
theeffect of which tended to do away the spirit and tenor of the Address.

After some noise and altercation,” 2 division took place, wlien there appeared
in favor of the original Address 173, for the amendment 58.

6. Mr. Grey made his promised motion for peace, and concluded a speech of
considerable length, by movifig a long resolution, finishing with these words : —
¢ That the present government of France is competent to entertain and con-
‘¢ clude a negotiation for peace.”

Mr, Dundas opposed it, and moved the previous guestion, in which he was
seconded by Sir Edward Knatchbull,
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Lord Hood took occasion to say, that what he did at Toulori was from his own
judgment, and not by the direction of Ministers. ’ o

Mr. FWbithread, Jun. supported Mr. Grey’s motion in an able speech.

Several other Members spoke, particularly Mr, Lambton, and Mr. Sheridan,
oh the same side with Mr, Whitbread, and Mr. Pitt percontra.’

At length; ona division, the numbers were, for the previous' question, a$
moved by Mr. Dundas 1go; against it 6o; majority against Mr. Grey 130, =
Adjouined. : : S : : S

9. Sir Witliam Young, after a short preface, in which he stated the great in»
conveniencies arising from the circumstance of its not being competent to Ma-=
gistrates under the Act of George the Tirst, to grant relief to poor persons at
their own housgs, moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend so much.of the
said Act as contained that provision. Leave given, s -

M. Alderman Anderson observed, that the punishment for the crime of bigamy
was extremely inadequate ; he therefore moved for leave to bring in a Bill to
extend the punishment to transportation for seven years, atthe discretion of the
judge, Leave given. . . :

16. The House being in a Committee of Supply, resolved; ¢ That the sum
.of §80,6831. 35. od. be granted for the ordinary of the Navy for the year 1795;
and that 525,840l. be grantedfor the building, rebuilding, and repairs of ships
in the merchants yards.”! . :

17. Mr. Pitt moved, that the bill for Manning the Navy be Withdrawn. Or-
dered, V . )
He also moved for leave to bring in a fresh bill,. the dbjeet of Which was the
same, butiwith amendments in the provisions. :

“ 18. The House, ina Committee of Supply, voted,

Tor the Civil List Establishment of Nova Scotia, - 4115 o &
Ditto New Brunswick, - - - - =~ 7i75 o ©
Ditto Isiand of St, John, - - ’ -7 1906 © ©
Ditto Cape Breton, -~ - - = 1800 o0 O
Ditto Newfoundland, - . - - i232 10 ©
Ditto Bahatna Islands, i - - - 580 o o
Ditto Dominica, -, - - - 606 0o ©
Ditto New South Wales, ) ~ PR - 5241 o ©
For defraying the extraordinary expences of his Majesty’'s Mint

. from January 1, to July 27, 1794, - - . - 5682 2 4
Tor ditto ditto, from July 28, to Decémber 31, 1794, - 1386 2 6

All to be reported on the morrow. . .

In a Committee of Supply, Mr. Rose stated, that there was an arrear of
43,000}, due toa Mr, Oswald from Government, which had remained unseftled
since the seven yedrs war ; he therefore proposed to vote that sum to the repre--
sentative-of Mr. Oswald. R

My, Hussey said, he bad no doubt but that the ioney was due froth Govern=
inent, but he thought it impropér-to vote it in so thina Committee.

The Speaker suggested the propriety of laying the accounts”of this transanctiofi
pefore the House betore they voted that sum,

19. Mr, Thoiras Stanley reported from the Committee appointed to try and
determine the merits of the Seaford Right of Election, ¢ That the said Select
Committee bave determined, that the Right of Election for the Town and Port
of Seaford, according as the same was decided by the last determination in the
#ouse of Commons, oh the 10th of February, #670-1, is in the populacy,”
or according to the interpretation of the word populacy, by the resolution of the
saiil House, on the 15th of December, 1761, *¢ In the Inhabitants Iousekeep-
ers of the said Town and Port, paying scot and lot, and in'such Inhabitants
Vonsckeepers only.” ; ) . . )
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20. The Secretary at War brought up an account of the distribution of the twve
millions, five hundred thousand pounds, voted to be paid to the king of Prussias
Ordered to be laid on the table,

Mr. Rose having moved for, produced a copy of accounts of sums of money, one

-on balance from this country to the representatives of the late Mr. Oswald, Com=
missary of a late war in Germany, and also due to the Landgrave of Hesse
Cassel. On the question being put, for laying the accounts on the t able,

General Smith observed, that previous notice should have been given of a
business of this kind. These were accounts of a transaction thirty vears ago,
One ofthem involved a sum of 41,000l. and the other a very large sum of meney.
He hoped, that if any thing was to be voted on ‘.hese accounts, all the particulars
should be laid before the Honse

Mr. Rose said a few words in reply, and the accounts were-ordered to be laid

" en the table.

23. The House resolved itself into a Committee of Ways and Means, to con-
sider of a Supply to his Majesty, Mr. Hobart in the Chair, when

The Chancellor of the Exchequer observed, that he should not, in the present in-
stance, branch out into particulars, but would confine mmselt to a general

" statement of thie several heads he should prapose, without entering inte any col-
lateral matters, during which he would claiin the indulgence of the Committee,
The first head was the amount and particulars of the “various sums voted on

the estimate of the year. Secondly, he would propose the amount of the un-
fonded debt, and such other charges-as are likely to arise out of the situation
of public affairs.  Thirdly, he would notice the Ways and Means, of which the
foan would form a considerable part, and the nature and condition of which he
would fully state in a subsequent part of his speech, together with the takes
necessary to defray the annual charges arising from the loan; and orher ex~
traordinary cxpences. This outline, he said, svould comprise the object which
stood for consideration this day. It would be then necessary for him to lay
before the Committee the. credit, the revenue, the resources of. the country,
and the state of its. commerce,. “Iuch enables it to bear the severe burthens
occasioned by this just and necessary war. He would recapitulaté the votes and
additional sums, grr'mted as 4 Supply to his Majesty,

The first service he noticed was that of the Navy ; the House had .ﬂread} voted
100,000 seamen, the charge amounted this year to 5,200, oool.  There would be
a probable. incrcdse of 589,000l. which, with one million in consequence of
high bounties, and other matters, the estimate of the navy he reckoned at
6,315,000l..

The ne\tgener’d head of service was the Army, the mlountqf which he stated
on the day the Army Estimates were voted. He then tock natice of the ex-
pence of Staff’ Officers, the Recruiting, Half-Pay, Chelsea, and auginenta-
tion of the last year, which amouuted to 5,341,000l The Militia and Fenci-
bles, including contingencies, amoanted to' 1,687,000l.  Under the head of
foreign troops he noticed our subsidies and cxpences, 977,000l. The expence
of the French corps, g27,000l. The extraordinaries of the army, 3,063,000l;
The total of the whole. including Militia, Half-pay, and Extraordimrtea of lust
year, amounted to 11,241,000l ‘

He next adverted to the Ordnance.  The Land Service, he observed, amount-
ed to 1,176,000, the total of the Ordnance to 2,331,000l. He then ‘mentioned
‘4wo sums not vet voted, money due to the Landgrave of Hesse Cassel, 68,000l.
and to the representatives of Richard Oswald, Esq. as Contractor for Foreign
Aroops, 41,000l. This money, he mentioned, remained due since the American
war; but when the debt is fair, Gentlemen could have no objection to the pay-
ment of it from the length of'time.  He next recapitulated the various particu-
Iars of the miscellaneouns services, amounting in the whole to the sum of
257,000l Under the present pressure of war, he would not desist from apply-
ing the zoo,cool. per annum, at the rate of one per cent. for liquidating
the national debt, agrecably to the former Act, of Purliament. The deficiency
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of Grants he took at 745,000l. and agreeably to the nsual statement, he took the
Land and Mnalt at 350,000l. Exchequer Bilis to be provided for, 6,000,000l. To
be provided for in the Ways and Means, 3,400,000i. For the Navy, 6,000,0001.
For various expenditures for the Army, making 11,000,000, ~ Ordnance,
2,000,000l, Total to be provided, 27,540,000, exclusive of Exchequer Biils
for the service of. the year. On the sth of April he shonld be more expiicit, as
then the Ways and Means will be wound up. Buthe had the satisfaction to
say, that the Revente answered the calculation which he had stated on the for=-
mer occasion. The 3500,000l. expected to be paid by the Ilast India Company,
amounted nearly to the whole of the failure of the last year. The total there-
fore to be provided was 28,180,000l
He next adverted to the Ways and Means. The Land and Malt he estimated
at 2,750,000l. He then, on an average of the last four years, estimated the
produce of the permanent Revenue at the gross amount of 13,09r1,000l. He
said, that in the last year there was a difference of about 126,005!. occasioned
by the delay of the Oporto fleet, which prevented its coming into the Exchequer,
or being made up in the accounts. There was one important article, of an
happy event, which he declined at present making any charge for, but would
reserve for a separate discussion. Ifany thing were to be paid by the East In~
dia Company, it was to be carried to the consolidated fund. He next adverted
to 3,500,c00]l. Exchequer Bills, aloan of eighteen millions, amounting in the
whole to 27,145,000l. If the East India Company did not make good the de~
ficiency this year, it did not follow but that deficiency should be supplied by them -
the next. He, however, was persuaded, that the 18,000,000l. loan would be
amply sufficient. It was his intention to provide for the unfunded debt that oc~
curred in the year 1794, when the debt of the Navy was iiicreased to 3,594,000l.
. He thought it his duty to adhere to the same line of conduct this year that he
did the last, in providing for the probable excess likely to take place now. The
terms and conditions which led him to think what the people would agree to,
yespecting the present loan of 6,000,000, to the Emperor, was the necessity of
active co-operation against the common enemy. On the general grounds, he
thought that the Emperor’s loan might prevent gentlemen from coming forward
with the loan for the service of this country, but the terms held out by the
Court of Vienna were such, as to facilitate the raising of the 18,000,000l, which
would be furnished on such grounds as would be deemed satisfactory to gentlee
men, and such as could not be expected, if the Imperial loan had not taken place,
The terms of agreeing to the loan for rool. were one-half in the Three per
Cents. and 8s. 6d. in the Long Annuities: in this loan the subsctiibers were
1o get a bonus of 4s. 6d. Long Annuities in the Emperor’s; if the measure were
agreed to by Parliament, as the proposition would, at a future day, be laid
before thein. The loan of last year of 11,000,000l was raised at a premium of .
4L 11, 2d, per cent, but now, he was. happy fo observe, and the House must
feel considerable pleasure, it being 2 matter of great satisfaction, that in the
third vear of a great'and expensive war, the resources of the country were such,
as thata loan of 18,000,000l. could be raised on such advantageoks conditions as
those he mentioned, which was not morethan an advance of 4s. per cent. In:
dependent of the event of a loan taking place with the Emperor, we could nog
expect the Joan on tlie same terms for this country, the price of Three per Cents, .
at 64 and 3-4ths, the Long Annuities ac 8L. 1s. 6d. being the price of the day ;
so that 'the actual stock so given was near 100l There was zlso a bonus
amounting to two and a half per cent, on the discount: the value of the stock
given for 1ocl. exceeded a half per cent. which would make together a bonus of
near 7 per cent. so that gentlemen would see that this was no unreasonable
bargain on the part of the subscribers. FHe next noticed the stock as .it stood
now, that the bonus of the Emperor would be reduced near two per cent. This
arosefrom the pressing views of general policy. It was impossible to make bet-.
ter terms on the part of the public. He said, that it was his iatention, by ad-
. ditional taxes of one per cent. to reduce the capital of the national debt, created
since the war. This should be used as a wmatter of precaution, in which the

Ee
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Committee would only interfere, as they had done in the rapid discharge of the
antecedent debt,

After giving this general statement, he should be wanting in duty, if he did
not regret, that the necessities and pressure of the mowment obliged him to have
recourse to such severe taxation ; but still there was a great consolation to be
derived, inasmuch as that the great resources of the country were sufficient to
the ceniingent taxes which the times make necessary 3 which he hadno doubt
would be chearfully susteined, when set against the value of the interests for
which the people were contending.

He then proceeded to state the several new taxes, and was happy in observ-
ing, that the weight fell on articles of juxury, and not of necessity. Some ar-
ticles, though in some degree necessary for general subsistence, yet they were,
he was inclined to {hiuk, the least so of any. The taxes oh such articles arose
immediately out of the war, and were susceptible of gteat revenue. Every gen-
tleman will grant, that the duty on wines was lowered some time ago, and
chiefly French wines, owing te the commercial treaty. But there would bé no
deficiency in the Revenue now, nor violation of treaty, when gentiemen con-
sidered the situation of both countries. Since the last tax was laid on, neither
fraud nor aduiteration had, taken place ; there was no diminution in demand,
neither would there be diminution in consumption, in consequence of the tax
which he would propose. He had consulted with some of the trade, who said,
that 31, 7s. per ton would ‘cause a rise of one penny per bottle ; that zol. per
ton would lead to an increase of 6s. per dozen. The consumption of last year
he estimated at 27 or 28,000 tons. He proposed, therefore, a tax of zal. per ton,
which would produce 560,0c0l. per annum.

The next tax proposed was on Foreign.and Home-made Spirits. It was an
experiment prudent to be made. He would state the amount of the consump-
tion the same as last year, 7. e. 8d. 2 gallon on Rum, and the same on Brandy ;
-on British Spirits 1d. per gallon, making on the whole 259,000l.  On the Scotch
Distilleries he would lay a proportionate tax, which he estimated at 15,000l per
annum, .,

The next article of taxation he adverted to was Tea, of which, to prevent
frand, an hazardous experiment had been made, viz.the Commutation Tax; as
also the same on Windows, on which gentlemen might advance that a Commu-
‘1ation had been made, and that, as a matter of compact, no future tax could be
Yaid. on this commedity. This argument he anticipated, and to this he would
reply, that. the consumer had received the benefit of the contract, and reaped
the advantage of the bargain., But at all events, it was the duty of Parliament
1o lay a tax if required. He would lay 2 duty of 7 to 8§ per cent. on the old
-duty, which with 6d. half-penny per pound on Coffee and Cocoa, would amount
together to 220,000l. .

In the Insurace on Ships there was a natural inconvenience, not being able to
estimate the amount of the ships and cargoes of property insured. It was of
great magnitude and consequence ; and from the authority of the most respte-
1able traders and underwriters, to whom he was indebted for his information,
he could assert, that the sums insured amounted annually to 520,000,000l ster~

. -ling. - He proposed a tax of zs. 6. en every 1ocl, insured, which wonld amouint
1o the sumof 130,00cc). annually. '

On Insurance of Lives, he proposed laying a duty of ten per cent. in propor=

1ion to the premium, which would aniount to 3c,000l.
" The next sort of articles he adverted to were, the different articles of Cus-
toms, amounting to 77,00cl, On Raisins, Lemons, Oranges, Satad Oil,
and waste Silk, a duty of four and five per cent. which would amount to
186,000l )

He then proposed a duty on the exportation of Coals te any ports, except Ire<
1and or our Colonies, affording 4s. 7d. per chaldron, in addition tofive per cent.

- alveady taxed, which would amount to 25,000l.

On Rock Salt he proposed an additional duty, amounting to 77,000l in the

£ross, C )



FOR MARCH 1998, 20 %

©On Dedl and Fir Timber an’ additional duty, in the groés, amounting to
r1o,cocl. . o .

He proposed Stamp Duties on Writs, Affidavits, Inidentures, and Wills; on -
the latter four per cent. on every oneof rocol. willed ; zol. on g,aeol.; 25l on -
18,00cl.; andso onin proportion; which would yield 2 s of 10,000l

To the Receipt Tax he proposed 6d. advancé on every rocl. and so on in gras
dation to so0l. which would produce a tax of 68,00cl.

The two next subjects of taxation were totally different from each other; the
first related to the Membérs of the House, viz. Franking, It had been agreed,
that they should not, at a former period, frank letters, except from the place
from whence theéy were dated; but this regulation was of no effect. He now
wished to restrain them from franking letters, exeept when on the spot from
whence they are sent; next, to prevent them from sending and inclosing par-
cels - This regulation would produce per annum, a siim of 42,c00l. .

-To atax upen Hait-powder, he said, thefe could be but few exceptions, as
it would not apply to the bulk of the people, He hoped that the subject. wounid
be considered seriously, though he was aware that it weuld discompose the gra-
vity of gentlemen. Ie would have a register kept of the names of persons lia=
ble to this tax; which would operate as a tax on luxury, as long as vanity was
considered a luxury. It would also operate on servants, or rather those who
kept carriages ; and this was 2 tax of One Guinea per annwm, pet head, on
every person who used Hair-powder, The produce of this tax he estimated at
210,000}, .

. The gross amount of all these Taxes, at a rough guess, he coneeived would'
be 1,645,000l : ) )

He then argued, from the resources of the country, that we have every ¢ause
to exult at the general credit and confidence of it, which exables his Majesty
15 maintain the present contest with unabated vigour, with unexhausted means.
e repeated, that our being enabled on such terms to raise so great sums, isa
proof of the flourishing tonditioh of the country. He had the satisfaction to
say, that the modes adopted in raising loans are more advantageous tosards:
disciarging our debts than in any former wars, If we go beyond the example
of farmer times; he contended, with & view’ to our prosperity, and the reduc-
ticn of our hational debt, we were 110t to be $tartled at these great charges and
loans, while public credit and confidence enable us to vaise those abundant te-
sources which our people furnish to us, to maintain a just and necessary war,
proiracted to an unexpected length,

Now, ifafier maintaining the present unprecedented struggie for three yearg,
we stand on the sblid basis of hational wealth ; if we rest our hopes on the ex-
tent of purcommerce, which was never so great in the brightesr days and sun-
shine of peace ; if the exports of cur trade exceed what they were in 1792, have
we not reason to rejoice ? The total aniount of our exports, are, he observed,
about tg,3or,000l now ; they were then about 16,30r,000l. The excess fur=
nished him with-an happy argument for the contimitance of the present vigorous
measures, and an abhorrence to the idea of a nominal and insecure peace. The
steady, the growing resources of this country, he contended; are such, as to
give the greatest hopes that we shall, at last, be able to secure {0 ouvselves na«
tional security and tranquillity to Burope. This, he stated, is our situation 3
our circumstances, however sufficiently alarming to rouse our attention and ex-
ertion, are by no means desperate.  From the prudent use of the treasures of
peace and prosperity, we have been able; lie obsetved, to support the greatest
struggle ever known, with undiminished strength,” with unexhausted resources ;
resources which; now the sinews of war, will procure to us the blessings of
peace ; resources which must, at last, ciown our exertions with the usual suc«
cess and glory. : .

Having thanked the indulgence of the House for hearing him with such ge-
nerous attention, and he hoped satisfaction, he moved the first Resolution, which,
was put by the Chairman, . .

Mr. Foxr made several observations on the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s |
gpeech; complained that the Loan haél been negotiated some t@mc before thq

ez : :
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meeting of Parliament: but did not object to the proposition, though he
thought that every exertion should be used to obtain a speedy, safe, and honour-
able peace.

Mr. Pitt teplied to Mr. Fox: Two or three other Members said a few words,
when the Question was put, the Resolution carried, and the House adjourned.

24. The House proceeded further in the consideration of the Report of the
Commitike, on the Bill for raising men for the Navy in the several Counties.
Several alterations and amendments were proposed, and agreed to.

25, (Fast-day). The Speaker, accompanied by Mr. Pitt, Mr. Dundas, the
Master of the Rolls, Mr. Windham, Mr. Ryder, and about twenty othér Mem-
ters, wentto St. Margaret’s Church, where a setmon was preached by the Rev,
Dr. Kingham. After they returned from church, adjourned. *

26. The County Quota Bill, for the better manning of the Navy, was read 2
third time and passed. :

M. I¥ilberforce said, he had troubled the House so often on the subject of ilie
Slave Trade, tha! he should not entér at present into any details on it. That
House, in 1792, had resolved that this infamous traffic should be abolished : he
should, therefore, make that resolution the ground of his metien. Mr. Wil-
berforce then urged the expediency of abolishing this Trade, on the grounds of
humanity, justice, and sound policy ; after which, he moved for leave to bring
in a Bill for the Abolition of the Slave Trade.

A debate took place, in which Mr. Barbem moved, by way of amendment,
that the debate be adjourned to that day six months.

* Mr, Dundas and Sir W. Young spoke in favour of the amendnient,
. Mr. Fox, Mr. Pitt, Mr, Grey, Mr. Whitbread, and others, spoke in favour
of the origiral motion.

Mr. Wilberforce replied, and the House divided, for the amendment 78, against
it, 61; majority 17.

2. The Attorney-General moved for leave to bring in a Bill to empower his
Majesty’s Postmaster-General to open and return letters made up the 13th,
16th, and zoth of Januvary for Holland, now remaining at the Post-Office, —
Leave given. i

MONTHLY CHRONICLE.

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.

N the Sessions of the French National Convention of thé joth of January,
R Boissy d’Anglas, in a very warm speech, took a cursory view of the exterior
situation of France, explained the system of the poivers leagued against her, and
fixed the limits of the empire of France to the Ocean and the Rbine, as the means.
of guarding her for ages from all invasion. D’Anglas expatiated on the idea
thrown out to mislead people, that the government of France was only provi-
sionary, and therefore-could not be negociated with, ¢ Our government,” said
he, ¢ is the plenipotentiary named by all the people of France to put an eud, in
¢ their name, to the revolution and the war; and I doubt whether ever an am-~
¢ bassador was invested with a higher character, Our governmentis the will of
¢ the nation ; our armies the force of the nation. Our forms are justice; prin-
¢ ciples, humanity. Our Government may be appreciated by what it offers te
¢¢ the world : it has opened the prisons, broke down the scaffolds, and restored
€¢ activity to commerce and the arts. Justice is the order of the day in the in-
s¢ terior, and victory on the frontiers; and yet an absurd system of policy doubts

. ¢¢ whether a nation which knows how to conquer knows how to negociate.’””

- ‘This speech (which contains more important developements-than appear at first
Feading) was frequently interrupted by applauses, and a member proposed itg;

PAIRN
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belng printed in all Tangridges, and looked upon as the declaration of the French
people. Another proposed its being printed, and sent to all the members, then
tead in the assembly a second time, and deliberated upon before any thing be
decreed upon it. . L e

Bourdon de I’Oise applauded thé courage of the speaker, which placed bounds
to the French Hercules. We shall see, says he, that the people will not pass the
bounds set them by nature. It is by this wisdom that we shall give peace to
Tuarope. It will be noble to see the Convention establish a new policy, by de~
creeing ¢ These are the limits which nature has marked out for us ; we wiil be |
¢ just, but woe to whoever attacks us.”

On the 215t a decree was passed for assuring the freedom of religious opinion
and worship,

Paris, Feb. 16. A. treaty of peace and amity has been signed and regularly ex-
changed between the Grand Duke of Tuscany and the government of France.

A decree has passed the National Convention, abolishing the pains of death and
confiscation against those who carry on an epxstolary correspondence with out-
lawed persons.

A letter from Amsterdam says, that several of -their mercantile and banking-
houses have sent circular letters to their correspondents in foreign mercantile
towns, wherein they give an account of the Revolution, and state among other
things as follows: ¢ The represnntatives of the French people at present in this
pldce have solemnly declared us a free and independent nation, with promise of
perfect security of persons and property, together with perfect liberty of the exer
cise of religion. The French troops who entered this place, and those of all other
places, are obsewmg the strictest discipline, without giving the least disturbance
or trouble.”’

The Jews in Holland are emancipated from all restrictions, and are to enjoy
perfect freedom.

A droll requisition was made in Holland lately for 2000 cais, to be put into the

" ¢orn stores, to prevent the havock made by rats and mice,

The King of Poland, it is said, retires altogether from public life; and it is
also.said, that a final division has been made of his whole remaining territory
‘between Russia, Austria, and Pruossia, as follows: Austiria has the palatmmes
of Sendomir, Cracovia, Chelm, and Lublin; Masovia, and all the districts
touching the confines of Prussia, become attached to that kingdom; while Russia
takes Lithuania, Courhmc’, zmd S'tmogitia.

~The following affecting Letter from the amiable Ktxe or POLAND, on leaving TVarsa.u,
was sent to the Brilish Envoy at Warsaw, 3. GARDINER, Esq.

N Grodno, Jun. 26,
%€ The part you have acled near my person, which is verging towards the grave,
and no hope being left me of ever secing you again, there remains for me at least
one important concern: from the very bottom of my soul to bid you eternal fare-
wel,  To the last moment of my life I shall bear yon in my heart; and, I hope,
we shall meet again in a place where honest minds and righteous souls will be
united for ever.— All that befongs to the efiquette of courts has'been so much de-
ranged by my unfortunate fate, that probably neither I nor you will be able to
observe its usual forms. But my heart shall everremaintrue. I love and revere
your king and your nation, You will be so good as to inform them of it. Ever
shall it remain a certain trath that I wish you to preserve your affection for your

friend. Unable to converse with vou my elf, my picture must supply its place.
(Signed) - STANISLAUS AUGUSTUS, King

Reply of Mr. GARDINER.

v

¢ SInE,

¢ The letter which your Majesty did me the honour to write to me on the 18tk
instant from Grodno, and which I received yesterday, has moved me even to
tears, and I still feel the inward sensations it has caused, and which it is impos~
sible for me to utter. I return your Majesty infinite thanks for the present you
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have sent nte: Sire, I seta double value upon it, because, ot the one hand, it
comes from your Majesty’s own hand ; and, on the other, because it so nuch
resembles you. Fowever, Sire, I did not need any thing to recal you to my
memory. .
‘¢ The image of your Majesty; the excellence of your character, vour parti~
cular kindness to me, and your misfortunes, Sire, are so deeply engraved in my
heart, that they will never be effaced from it. -1 wish that just Heaven may in,
future give your Majesty a destiny worthy of yeur virtues, and that it may re<
establish in your mind the tranquillity which is necessary aiter so many storms {
My prayers, Sire, are always for the welfare of your Majesty ; and [ humbly
entreat you to think now and then o a parson who will always preserve the sen-
timents of the most profound reverence and the most perfect esteem towards youe:
‘¢ May it moreover please you, Sire, to accept of the assurance of the real at-
tachment with which I have the honoir to be,
. <€ Sire, your Majesty’s, GARDINER.

HOME NEWS.

Earl Fitzwilliam has resigned the Lord Lieutenancy of Irelarid; and iz pres
paring to return in disgust to England. TJt is asserted, that dispatches had been
sentfrom England sxgmfymm his Ma'esty s command to Earl Fitzwilliam to stop
the progress of a2 Bill in favour of the Roman Cathoiics, and a Bill for the repeal
‘of the Convention Act, and to reinstate some persons he had turned cut of ofmc
In short, his Lordship to do this or resign the viceroyship. On receipt of this
order from the British cabinet, Earl Fitzwilliam is said to have dispatched a mes+
senger to England with his resignation, meaning to wait only unn[ his successor
'n'nved.

4. Between eight and nine o clocl\ Messrs. Ross and Higgins, Tf(‘ﬁbul‘f
Messengers, by virtue of a warrant, signed by his Grace the Duke of Portland;
tock into custody at his lodgings, No, g7, Paddington-street, Richard Bro-
thers, the celebrated prophet. When the Messengers iriformed him of their
business, he insisted upon seeing the warrant ; which being complied with, he
desired them ¢ to make his compliments to the Duke of Portland, and tell him
¢ he should not come.”” On his papers being demanded, a similar answer was
made ; nor could they make him comply without using force. On their leaving.
the house, he said, *‘ he would not go into the coach without they compel-
€ led him, as then the prophecy would be fulfilled:>’ and when seated in the
coach, he said, ¢ now the prophecy is fulfilled;’” after which he spoke very
little, Ie was conducted to the Sccretary of State's Office, where an ovder.was
given for hi$ remaining in custody; and a message sent to the Loxd Chancellor
wlhose presence was necessary at the examination. He was afterwards committed
to the custody of a messenger. The warrant on which he was apprehended,
was grounded on the rsth ot Elizabeth : and in which be stood charged witl
¢¢ Unlawfully, maliciously, and wickedly writing, publishing, and printing,
¢ various fantastical prophecies, with intent to cause dissentions and other dla-
¢ turbances within this realm, and other of the King’s (‘ommlono, contrary
¢ to the statute.”” e is about forty years of age, and near sixfeet high: and;

by some papers found in his possession, appears to haveserved in the navy. On
leaving the house, he gave the mistress of ita guinca to kecp the lodgings for
‘him, as he said he should soon be back.

10. A seaman belonging to the Jupiter, lying at the Nor e, fell from the mast
head into the sea. Lieutenant Warren, though dressed in his full uniforms
Jumped from the quarter-deck into the water, had a rope thrown him to fasten
round the sailer’s body, and thereby saved the poor fellow’s life.

11. Earl Camden kissed his Majesiy’s hand o being appointed Viceroy of
Treland, as did also the Hon. T. Pelham, on being ‘ppomtcd the Earl’s Se-

" gretary.

Mr. Pitt is said to have effected an arrangement with the Amer, can Minister,
by which large supplies of grain may be expected to arrive in this country fro:,
the United States during the ensuing spring.

-

a
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A subscription is opened at Lloyd’s Cofiee-house for the sole purpose of re-
deeming working tools, cloaths, and other necessaries, pledged by the necessi-
tous poor during the Iate inclement season.

The different encampments about to take place on our coasts, wall, it is said,
consist of 150,000 men.

Mr. Sheriff Eamter is elected Alderman of Langbourn Ward, in the room of
the late Alderman Sawbridge.

At Winchester, the two Judges, Buller and Lawrence, were so afflicted with
the gout, as to be unable to move from their carriages, and remained in them,
while the commission was opened in the porch of the hall.

Froows, &c.—The accounts from different parts of the country since cur last
relate the most dreadful effects from the late thaw; bridges, houses, banks,
trees, felled timber, &c. &c., are all involved in thé common-wreck, in every
divection: and to thesc we may add, the loss of several lives, and of a great
number of cattle. In Lincolnshire, Cambridgeshire, and the Isle of Ely, near
300,0c0 acres have been drowned, according to the provincial phrase, by the
successive floods; and the damage, by the destruction of grain of various kinds
in barns, &c. is estimated at more than 500,0c0l.—Corn and hay stacks float-
ed through the couniry.—Thie towns of Bedford, Peterborough, Gainsborough,
Wisheach, &c, have suffered dreadiully. : .

OF LOSSES IN THE MERCANTILE LINE. At Gainsborough, dismal to re-
late, sugar, salt, hops, checse, and various sorts of merchandize, to the amount
of thousands, are all destroyed.—Three houses by the violence of the water were
thrown down in the above town; and people, ¢ld and young, floating on its
surface; large boats plying about the streets, taking the suffering creatures out
of their chamber windows, and saving a remnant of their broken furniture;
tome hogs and horned cattle got up into chambers, and others.were drowned.
~The farmers in Derbyshirc have lost an immense quantity of cattle.

A most melanchely accident happened at Wellinborough ; the waters were so
much out, that Mr. Woolston, who kept the wharf-house on the river, was un-
der the necessity of removing his fumily, nearly naked, in'a boat, at four o’clock
on Tuesday morning. He had landed his wife and two children on the bridge,
and was helping out his other child, a little boy of about five or six years of age,
when part of one’of the arches fell in, and sunk the boat with the man and his
child ; ncither of whom have since been heard of. The poor woman and her
two children remained on the bridge till about six o’clock, when they were for-
tunately discovered and rescued from their perilous situation. C

. Good and cheap Beer, with any tubs or pails, on the smallest scale for every poor fomily.
—Half'a bushel of malt, five cunces of hops, twelve gallons of water, boiled
down to ten at least. Let the fire go out, and when the first heat of the water
is off, putin the malt, and let it steep thus for three hours, stirring it rather
frequently ; then light the fire again, and put in the hops, tied up in some thin
eloth, and let the whole boil half an hour; stirring it as before ; then take it out,
and strain it through an hair cloth or sicve, setting it to work when barely
Iukewarm with a pint of yeast. Valuing the grains and the increase of yeast,
‘this good béer will be about four-pence per gallon. . '

Porartor Brean.—To these who: prefer making potatoes into bread, to the
common modes of using them, the following receipt is recommended :

¢ Choose the mést mealy sort of potatoe, boil and skin them. Take 12lbs.
break and strain well through a very coavse sieve of hair, or avery fine one of
wire, in such a manner as to reduce the roots, as nearly as possible, to a state of
flour. Mix it well with zolbs. of wheaten flour. Of this mixture make and set
the dough exactly in the same manner as if the whole were wheaten flour, This
quantity will make nine foaves of about slbs. each in the dough, and when baked
about two hours will produce 421b. of excellent bread.”’

The raw potatoe also, skinned and grated down, and mixed with flour in the
gbeve proportion, makes very good bread,
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DEATHS.

- IN Osxford-strest, Mr. Hickey, the sculptor. - In Lime-street-square, in the 76th
year of his age, Wm. Innes, Esq. a West-India merchant. In the 74th year of his
age, Mr. Edmund Lush, late of Salisbury, builder, and Clerk of the Works of the
Cathedral Church there, At Richmond, in Yorkshire, the Rev. Thomas Leighton,
A. M. vicar-of.Ludham, in Norfolk. . Charles Bowles, Esq. of East Sheen, late She-
riff for the County of Surrey. The Hon. Thomas Broderick, Under Secretary of State,
and brother to Lord Viscount Middleton, of the kingdom of Ireland. Mr. John Eger-
ton, bookseller at Whitehall. At his house in Paternoster-row, Mr. Stanley Crow-
der, bookseller. Mr, Ridgeway, Tipstaff to Mr. Justice Grose, At Twickenham,
Christopher Doyly, Esq. of Curzon-street, May-fair. -At -his house in Berkeley-
street, Commissioner Wallis, of the navy. At his house in Lime-street, Rob. Cat-.
tey, Esq. merchant. At Steeple Aston, Dxfordshire, in the 85th year of his age, the
Rev. Lionel Lampatt, vicar of Great Barford, in that county, ahd rector of Pusey,
Berks. Aged 8o, the Rev. Henry Quarterly, A. M. rector of Wicken, Northamp-
tonshire, and of Preston Bisset, Bucks. In the Close, Winton; at a very advanced
age, the Rew. Dr. Balguy, Archdeacon of the Diocese, and one-of the Prebendaries of
that Cathedral. At his seat, Harewood-house, Yorkshire, aged Sz, the Right Hon.
Edwin Lord Harewood. His Lordship dying without issue, . the titleis extinct. At
his seat at Maddingley, near Cambridge, Sir John Hinde Cotton, Bart. in.the 78th
year of his age. In Ireland, Sir Lucius O’Brien, Bart. one of his. Majesty’s Most
Hon. Privy Council, &c. At Gosport, Capt. John Bligh, of the navy, brother of
Rear-Admiral Bligh. At her seat, near Darlington, Lady Vane, relict of the late
Rev. Sir Henry Vane, Bart. and mother of the present Sir Henry Vane:Tempest,
Bart. M. P. for the city of Durham. At his house in Grosvenor.street, Paul Me-
thuen, Esq. of Corshani-house, Wilts. At Bath, the Countess Dowager of Carhsle.

" BANKRUPTS.

‘William Jones, of Brighthelmstone, Sussex, music-seller. JToseph Tombs; of
Abingdon, Berkshire, banker. Thomas Robinson, of Littlehampton, Sussex, wine-
smerchant. James Andrews, of Alton, Southampton, tallow-chandler. Mary Wilkes,
of Blockley,: Worcestershire; milliner. Robert Ware, -of York, flax-dressér, Jolin
Malins, of Vauxhall, plumber. Thomas Paty, _]oseph Birchall, and Joseph Tombs,
of Union-street, Bishopsgate-street, Middlesex, cotton-manufacturers, Rob..Thorn -
ton, of Airton,: Yorkshire; cotton manufacturer. * John Carpenter, of Oxford-street,
Westminster, dealer in porter. Peter Nicol, of Long Acre, whitesmith.” James, Tom-
linson, of Stamford, Lincolnshire, innkeeper. Isaac Farrar, of Bediord, Lancashire,

fustian-manufacturer. Dennis Connor, of Wine-office Court, City of London, bran~ .

dy-merchant. John Seaman, of Mendlesham, Suffolk, apothecary. Thomas Davis,
of Priors _Leigh,, SaIOp, shopkeeper. - Charles Baker, of ‘West-street, parish of St
Philip and Jacob, 'in the County of Gloucester, grocer and scedsmen.  William Sy-
monds, of Davis-street, Berkley-square, Middlesex, butcher. Jevemiah Miller, of
Catherine-court, "Tower-hill, merchant. Thomas Jones, of King David Fort, St.

George, Middleséx, master mariner. Richard Yeoward, of Ironmonger-lane, Lone
don, linen. draper, Francis Mills Thomas, of Oxford-street, Middlesex, glass-ma-
‘nufacturer, ” Tristrath ‘Banifylde Freeman, of“the "Strand, Westminster, printseller.
~—James Pollard, of Northowrdm, Yorkshire, woolsmpler Christoplier Crowther,

of Spen; Yorkshire, merchiant and maltster. N. Cartwright, of Oakharmpton, De-
von, innholder. - John Goupdrey, of Orange-strect, Bloomsbury-square, Middlesex,
tea-dealer. - Thomas Moulcen, of*Colchester, Esscx, shopkeeper. John Tate, of.
Highgate,” Middlefex;” carpenter.  William Ellis, of Sudbury, Suffolk, wool:factor.
Thomas Bucknall, of Daventry,- Northamptonshire, draper. John Lavender, of
Stourbridge, Worcestershire, shoe-maker. James: Betts, of Puiney, Surrey, inn-
keeper, Wallwyn Shepheard,. of -Boswell-court, -Carey-street, Middlefex, momy«
scriveners George:Nash, of Cleveland-street, Middlesex, livery stabie-keeper.

* SUPERSEDED.

" John Thompsou, of Osmondthorpe, in Yorkshire, fustian-manufacturer. ]ohn
Bowyer, of 1 relkck, Monmouthshire, hop-merchant,
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TO OUR READERS, CORRESPCNDENTS, &ec,

The Plan of a brief but impartial Review of New Publications in this Work is under
consideration. It will be calculated to include a greater number of Articles than
any other Monthly Publication, yet without deducting too much from the ac-
customed variety of subjects for which this Magazine has hitherto had credit.

Brother Stanfield will percéive marks of our attention in the present Number,
The remainder of his Communications shall have place as early. as possible.

Brother Ives’s Favours shall also be attended to.

We beg leave to remind the Fraternity, that the Masonic Divectory will be pub-
lished with No. XXV, of the Freemasons’ Magazine for June next. Orders
for the insertion of Names, &c. will be received at the British Letter Foundry,
Breams Buildings, Chancery Lane, London. ’

Any of the PorTrairrs contained iri this Work may be had in Frames, handsonzely
gilt and glazed, at 3s. 6d. each, by applying at the Britisn LeiTen-Founpry,
Bream’s Bl}ILDINcs, Cuancery-Lane, where Communications for the Pro-

. PRIETOR Will be thankfully received.

Sunscrisenrs may have their Volumes bound by sending them as above,
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