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" THE PROPRIETOR TO THE SUBSCRIBERS,

AT the commencement of a new Volume, the Proprietor of this
Magazine has changed its Title ; and that this change may not be un=.
acceptable to his numerous Subscribers, he begs to state the reasons
of it. From the time the Magazine became his property, it must have
been gbserved, that an entire new, and he trusts improved, arrange-
ment of it has taken place. This new arrangement has rendered its
circulation much more extensive ; and it has been suggested, that the.
number of readers would still farther be increased by a change of
title. From its first establishment, the ¢ Freemasons” MAGazInNg’
was not confined to subjects of Masonry only, but intended to coms
prehend every thing that can instruct or adorn human life. Readers,
however, uninitiated in the syblime mysteries of the Craft, have been
induced to think, from that title, that no one but 3 Brother could glean
either kiowledge or pleasure from itscontents. But that no one may
be deterred, on the threshold, from exploring the elegance and symme-
try of the various parts of the building, the Proprietor has altered the
design, but he trusts not impaired the beauty, of the porch; and he
now offers a welcome to readers of every descriptiop. '

Such are the Proprietor’s motives for the change of title, and he
relies with confidence that they will be satisfuctory to every one of
his present Subscribers. It may, however, be necessary to add, that
the present title points to a part of the future contents of the publica«
tion. Insome future Numbers, it is intended to give Essays and En-
gravings illustrative of ¢ the Sciences.” ' At the same time the Fra-
ternity will not find themselves forgotten, Zealous for the Order
{rom ‘principle, the Conductors promote its interests with all their ta-

ents and ability ; and the Freemasons” Rerository will continue' to
form a complete Masonic library.’ LT
On purchasing the Magazine from the late proprietors, a prospec-
tus of its intended arrangement was published ; and it is hoped, that
gvery promise then made, has been realized. S o
The Proprietor has now only to return his sincere thanks for the

- pxengive patronage conferred on the Magazine, and to assure the
Subscribers, that liberality in every department shall continue fo rén-
dler itequal to.any Monthly Publication extant, D



TO READERS, CORRESPONDENTS, &c,

_WE have received aletter signed W. claiming the MS. of-the Essay on-the
Chatalter of King William. “The-essay was sent us’by an old correspondent,
which removes-the-blame, if any, ‘from-us; but we trust that the reasons we
"have given in our note, direfted.as W. requested,will not only convince.him
‘that there was no impropriety in making it public, but insure-us his future
“favours. :

0. S. T. has our thanks for his communications, more -of which will ap-
_pear in our next,

A variety of :poetical and other.favours.are under consideration.

. -

“We beg to inform the Musonic Body in Great Britain and Treland, ‘that
“all Articles relative te Masonry will be particularly attended.to. Accounts
‘of the Institution of MNew Lodges, of the Elections of Officers, of Festivals,
and every article of Masonic Intelligence, will receive, proper attention, At
~he same time we presume the Scientific Magazine will ‘be found a valu=
sable and -entertaining Misceilany to Readers of every description.

This Magazine may.now :be had Complete in SeveEx Voruaes, bound according
-1o the Taste of the Purchaser. ‘A very ‘feiv complete Sets remainonhand ; so

" “that an eatly application is :recommended to such Persons ( Brethren or:others})
-asvdesire-to-possess themselves of the mast elegant and entertaining Miscellapy .
‘hitherto published under the denomination; of Magazine. Lo

Sunscrasins may have their Volumes bound by sending them to the British Libréx;;}»
‘Strand, - o ’

PRICES OF BINDING PER VOLUME,

s d,
Half-bound, Russia back =~ = S i -0
‘Calf,-lettered - - - 3 0
Ditto, gilt - - - - 3.6
.Extra, with Masonic Embellishments - 4 6




THE

- SCIENTIFIC MAGAZINE,

FREEMASONS' REPOSITORY;

BRIEF MEMOIRS
i _ OF HER LATE ‘
IMPERIAL MAJESTY, CATHARINE 1I.

EMPRESS AND AUTOCRATRIX OF ALL THE RUSSIAS, &c,

WITH A PORTRAIT.

()F all the sovereigns who have graced the different thrones of

Europe, for some centuries past, none have challenged miore-

general adsiiration, both for greatness of mind and splendour of at-
'c,hxev.ement, than Catharine the Seconid.  Convinced, therefore; of the
magnitude of the object we hdve to consider, we enter into the en-

quiry of lier cliaracter, and review of lier actions, witl afl that circums

spection which it seems so strongly to require. ) '
.. SoruiA AucusTa (the maiden name of the empress) was born in
the court of Anhalt Zerbst, in the year 1729; andin 1743; whenonly
sixteen years of age, after being re-baptized according to the rites of
the Greek chyrch by the name of CaTrakriNe ALEXIEFYA, was espoused
to Peter I'eodorovitch, great duke of Ruissia. oo _

Even in lier infancy, Catharine is said to have given promise of
those vast talents which have since so much astonished mankind; but
the narrow confines of a petty German court afforded no room for their’
display. Placed, however, by her marriage, in a.more exalted sta-
tion, she soon afforded the most signal proofs of the vigour of heis
mind and comprehension of her intellect. During the first yéars of
her marriage, thé most perfect union subsisted between lier and the

great duke, which was at length succeeded by mutnal aversion afidy

‘disgust.  Peter, whose mind had been warped by a ‘bad educationy
and who had been purpasely kept ignorant of political affairs, was held
by the then empress Elizabeth in astate of complete dependaiice: a
prey to-idleness, and without the power of amusing himself with the
rational Gecupations of literature, he gave himself up to the most
VoL, VIfI, : A :
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trifling pursuits, or to the lowest gratifications. At Petersburgh, he
lived more in the style of astate prisoner, than of a successor to the’
crown. When LElizabeth removed to Peterhof, he was permitted to
reside at his favourite palace of Oranienbaum, where he indulged him-
self in his passionfor military pursuits.  lmpatient of this restraint, he
occasionally broke into open and bittel invectives. * These expressions
either wantonly exaggerated, or maliciously interpreted, were car-
ried to Elizabeth; aud the enemies of Peter had at one-time almost
prevailed on her to declare his son Paul (the present Emperor) lher
heir, and Catharine regent, in case of a minority ; but upon more se-
rious reflection, she persevered in her former appcintment, and Peter’s
enemies were disgraced.

- During the reign of the empress Elizabeth, Catharine employed
her hotrsof leisure In a course of assiduous study; and particularly
applied herself to those authors who were eminent for political know-
ledge: born with superior abilities, she improved thiem by a constant
habit of reflection, and paid an vnremitting attention to the cultivation
of her mind. Iler mild and insinuating manners, her engaging ad<
dress, the graces of her person, her unwearied assiduities, and a per-
petual fund of interesting conversation, had conciliated the favour of
the suspicious Elizabeth, who ever treated her with complacency and
affection, Even her husband, thoughin his general behaviour to her
contemptuous und unmannerly, occasionally testified great respect for
fier superior ubilities, and usually demanded her advice on every
emergency. Whenever any quarrel arose between him and Elizabeth,
Catharing was sure to mediate between them; and Peter often owed
a favourable reception at court to her influence. Such was the situa-
tion of the court, when Elizabeth died, on the 2 gth of December, 1761.

Upon this event, Peter 111 assumed the government of Russia, with
all the joy of'a person enlarged from a long imprisonment into a state
of the most perfect liberty; and immediately proceeded to conduct
himself on principles diametrically opposite to those of his predeces-
sor, Elizabeth, at the time of her decease, was, in conjunction with
the courts of Vienna and Paris, engaged in a war with the great Fre-
derick of Prussia. But Peter had uno sooner ascended the throne,
than, sacrificing every other consideration to his enthusiastic regard
for the character of that monarch, he dispatched an envoy to Berlin to
propose un immediate reconciliation; and in the spuce of only a few
months, Frederick was enabled, by the assistance of Russian troops, to
drive the Austriaiis from Silesia. o

* Peter having gratified his wishes in this treaty, turned his thoughts
to g “revival of his claim to the Duchy of 8Blesvic, and to a refurm of
the interior administration of his ewnpire: and it must be allowed that
Russia dates several usetul and important alterations frem the shott
period of his reign; during the first six weeks of which he proposed
so roany salutary regulations, accompanied by so many judicious re-
fectvns, that many persons conceived themselves inistaken in the
ideas, they had formed of the extent of his capacity; and that, during
the reign of Elizabeth, he had, from motives of policy, affected a
weskness of understanding. Elis subsequent conduct, however, proved
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that he was both a weak and an impradent prince: sugh of his regu-
Jations as were beneficial being accompanied by others that were de-
trimental ; ‘and several of his plans of reform bemg totally repugnant
to the customs and genius of his people.  He Irritated the clergy, by
secularizing the estates of tlie monasteries, and ordering many painted
images of saints to be removed from the churches. He offended the
army, by the preference which he publicly shewed to his Holstein
troops; by introducing the Prussian discipline; and appointing new
uniforms to several regiments.. He affronted the nobility, by appoint-
ing his uncle Prince Geor ge of Holstein, generalissimo of the forces;
‘and by the superior confidence he placed in foreigners. TIe raised
oreat discontents as well by the war with Devmark, as by his afliances
with Prussia; and inflamed the general odium by the public contempt
he e\qnessed for the Russian natlon, for their religion, and for their
manners. This impolitic defiance ot popular prejudices, destroyed
the affection of his subjects; fomented-the intrigues of the opposite
party; and at length terminated in his dethronen went.’

In no light does the inconsistency of this unfortunate emperor’s
character more strongly manifest itself than'in his behaviour to his
consort.  After his accession, though he frequently gave public marks
of deep-rooted aversion; yet he would often behave to her with that
deference, which the superiority of her understanding challenged,
By an unaccountable act of imprudence, he would, ina Cfull court, in-
vest her with the exterior decorations of’ sovereignty; while, in the
character of a colonel, he presented to her the officers of his xegrmcnt
At the blessing of the waters; when the Russian monarch appears in
all the pomp of majesty, the céremonial part was left to the empress,
and he mounted guard as colonel, and saluted her with his pike. Un-
der all these circumstances, the dignity ot her deportment was so
striking, that it was impossible not to contlast her behaviour with the
tur]mu levity of her husband’s conduct; and to give the preference
whe'e it wus so evidently due. Thus this nmxtuute(. })JJ']CL, at the
very time he was fully determined to divorce and imprison his wife,
imprudéntly displaved to his subjects her capacity for empire; sz,
while he proclaimed her forfeiture of his own esteem, adopted every
method to secure to her that of the whole nation. DMeanmwhile the
breach between them was continually widened: he would occasionally
behave to her with the most brutal co’atumnls ; and once, in particular,
at an entertainment he gave in honour of the king of I)anJl(], he pub-
hd} affronted her to sLlch a degree, thatshe l)lllb[ into tears, and re-
tired from table. Thus hlthSUlb no less than his deference, equ. xlly
attracted odium to himself, aud popularity to Catharine.

Itis also a well-known fact, that he more than once '1"owcd an jn-
tention of arresting both her and the great-duke, (now Paull.) whom
h2 preposed to L\Ghl le from the succession, and of marrving Eliza-
beth countess of Voronzof, his favourite mistress. This alar ming
measure was scarcely adm)ted before it was mnnm’nmi’ﬂ' conveyed ta
Catharine, through the nnpmrlcuue ofthe countess. By the sume, or

ather means, as well as by the indiseredon of Peter himself, the emn
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press obtained early intelligence of every resolution formed against
her person. She was thus enabled to seize the decisive moment of
enterprize; and to secure her safety by preventing the designs of her
husband.” ~ o ’ N ’ ' ‘

Indeed her danger became every day more and more imminent,
and the moment of her being arrested seemed at hand. A brick
House, consisting of elevén rooms, had, by the emperor’s order, beet
constructed in the fortiess of Schlusselburgh, for a person of very
considerable consequénce, and with such gxpedition, as to be almost
finished within'six weeks. Peter went himself to Schlusselburgh with
a view to examine it: and no great depth of penetration was requisité
to perceive that it was built for the empress, it this important crisis
a meeting of her party wag held at Petersburgh.’ This party was ex-
tremely small, and, excepting the princess Dashkof, and her particular
adherents, consisted only of a few among the principal nobility. - The
inost conspicuous of these were prince Volkonski, count Panin, go-
vernor of the great-duke, and count Razomofski Hetman of the
Ukraine. In the first consultitions, for dethroning Peter 111 it Was
proposed, according to the plan of chancellor Bestuchef, to declare the
great duke emperor, and Catharine regent ‘during his minority; and
this would have been the measure naturally followed in any country,
wherein the order of succession was more fixed than in Russia. Nor

was it but a few days before the revolution, that “the inconvenience
attending a minority, joined to the popularity and abilities of the em-
press, induced the insurgents to adopt the Tresolution of placing her
upon the throne. At these meetings various plans of an inisurrection
tvere proposed; but it was at length unanimously agreed to delay
their attempt until Peter’s departure for Holstein, when Catharine
might seize ‘the capital during his absence, and ascend the throne.”
The arrest of one of the empress’s adherents, a lieutenant in the
guards, whose name was Passec, greatly alarmed her frieinds, as they
concludud that the emperor had penetrated their design; and although
they soon discoveréd that it had been occasioned by some irregulanty
of which he had been guilty as an offlcer; yet the copisternation it had
spread-among them hustened the execution of their enterprize. Every
moment was big with danger; ‘and a discovery seemed inevitable, it
the insurrecticn was delayed until the emperoy's départure for Hols
stein. B e '
" The empress, however, who continued at Peterhof, shuddered at
the advice to precipitate the hour of action: her resolution’ at this aw-
ful crisis, when immediite decision was necessary, seemed fora mo-
ment to fail, and she hiesitated to assent; but her party at Petersburgh,
convinced that the least delay would prove fatal, dispat¢hed, on the
evening of the 27th of June, an empty carriage to Peterhof; the ap=
“pointed signal for her approach to the capital, Catharine, whose great-
ness of mind soon recurred to support her in this dreadful state of agi-
tation and suspence, instantly escaped from her apartment; and, at
three o'clock in the morning, having traversed the garden alone to the
place where the carriage was viaiting for her, was conveyed with
all speed to Petersburgh, It had been preconcerted, that count Paniry
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should attend to the safety of the great duke’s persons that Gregory
Orlof should remain in the capital to win over some of the guards; and
that count Razomofski should prepare his regiment for the reception
of the empress. In consequence of this determination, Catharine,
‘upon her entrance into Petersburgh, immediately repaired to the quar-
‘ters of the Ismailofski guards. ‘The hour was so early that Razomof-
ski, the lieutenant-colonel, was not yet arrived: an alarming circum-
stance, sufficient to have disconcerted a person of less spirit; but the
empress,, having dispatched a messenger to him, summoned before
her the officers and soldiers. A few who had been apprized by Orlof
‘were ready: while the greatest part, being roused unexpectedly from
their slumber, made their appearance scarcely half dressed.

The empress instantly laid before them the bad conduct of the em-
peror; his avowed contempt of the Russians; his aversion to their
‘customs; and his attachment to foreigners. She exposed the dangers
hich awaited her own person, her son, and the principal nobility; she
expatiated upon the probable subversion of their religion and govern-
ment; and exhorted all those to follow her, who were desirous of sav-
ing their country, and of rescuing her and the great duke from cer-
‘fain destiuction. ~ Her speech, occasionally interrupted with sighs and
‘tears, was short and pathetic; and, further enforced by the graces of
‘her person, made an instantaneous impression: the greatest part of the
Soldiers answered her with loud acclamations; afew officers, indeed,
at firstseemed to hesitate; but the arrival of Razomofski quieted their
apprehiensions; and the whole regiment offered to sacrifice their lives
in her cause. 'Catharine now proceeded to the church of the Virgin
‘Mary of Casan; being joined in her way by various bodies of guards,
‘aud by many ef the principal nobility. Service being performed by the
archbishop of Novogorod; the empress took the accustomed oath fo
‘preserve Inyiolate the privileges and.religion of the Russians; after
which the nobles and people Hlocked in crowds to swear allegidnce to
the new sovereign. : At the conclusion of this ceremony she repaired
to the senate, the members of which body acknowledged her sorg
ExPRESS, Immediately after this a manifesto was issued by Catharine,

“announcing the dethronement of Peter and her own accession to the
throne of All the Russias. Not the least opposition was made from
any quarterto the proceedings of the empress; and, notwithstanding
the streets of Petersburgh were filled with soldiers, who are generally
tumultuous and ungovernable in such dreadful periods, yet the greatest
order and discipline were preserved, and no Injury was offered to any
individuals, ~ -

At six in the evening, the empress, habited like a man in the uni-
form' of the guards, with a branch of oak in her hat, a drawn sword
in her hand, and mounted upon a grey steed, marched towards Pe-
terhof, accompanied by the princess Dashkof, the Hetman Razomof-
ski, the Orlofs, and her principal adherents, at the head of 10,000
troops. About eight miles from the capital, Catharine entered a pub-
lic house called Krasnoi-Cabak; and employed herself for some time
in tearing and burning a large quantity of papers,. She then flung her-
sclf in her clothes upon an ordinary bed; slept about an Hourand a



§ ° THE SCIENTIFIC MAGAZINE FOR JANUARY 1797.

half; was on horseback by break of day; and proceeded about four miles
further, to the convent of St. Sergius at Strelna; into which she retired
while the troops encamped around.
While the revolution was carrying on at Petersburgh, the emperor
remained in his palace at Oranienbaum, from whence he had made un-
“successful attempts to obtain possession of the strong fortress of Cron-
‘stadt, or to make his escape to Holstein. The great policy, therefore,
on the side of Catharine, was to obtain possession of his person withont
effusion of blood, and to amuse him, without driving litm to desperate
measures: for she was well aware that it was yet in his power with his
Holstein troops to defend himself to the last extremity, or by his escape
to involve the empire in all the horrors of civil war. The judicious
manner in which she conducted this delicate affair, shews her no less
‘able in the arts of negociation, than in the spirit of enterprize..
On the first news of thie revolution, the emperorhad dispatched ge-
neral Ismailof with a message to the empress, offering to resign his
crown, upon condition that he should be permitted to retire into Hol-
stein with his mistress Verontzof and his favourite Godovitch, But
‘the wisdom of Catharine soon saw the impolicy of permitting this.
"She, therefore, calmly represented to Ismailof the madness of any at-
temptto oppose her now in full possession of sovereign authority ; she
poiuted to her troops who were posted in large bodies upon the adja-
cent grounds; adding, that Peter’s resistance would only draw on him-
-self and his party the vengeance of an enraged army; and, therefore,
proposed that the emperor should repair to Peterhof where the terms
of his abdication should be adjusted. Ismailof, now finding the tide
of success turned on the side of the empress, and perceiving the clergy,
the army, and the principal nobles, engaged in her cause, was con-
‘vinced that nothing wus left to Peter but submission, Seduced by the
insinuating eloquence and engaging address of the empress, he under-
took to persuade his unhappy master, by immediate submission, to
save an effusion of blood, which could be productive of no effectual
advantage to his cause. With this view he returned to Oranienbaum
between ten and eleven, and found the emperor in the palace with
Munic, Elizabeth Vorontzof, Godovitch, and others, anxiously expect-
ing hisatrival. Having retired into another apartment, the result of
their conference was, thatin less than an hour the emperor, with Ili-
zabeth Vorontzof, Godovitch, and Ismailof, entered the carriage, .in
which the latter had returned to Oranienbaum. Peter quitted that
palace without asingle guard or attendant; but he had scarcely pro-
ceeded a mile, before a corps of Hussars, of the empress’s party, sur--
rounded the carriage, and accompanied it to Peterhof, where he ar-
rived about half past twelve. e was immediately separated {from his
companions. The empress declined a personzl conference; butsent
count Panin, who was admitted alone.  What passed during this aw-
ful interview between that nobleman and his deposed sovereign, is
not, rior probably ever will be, disclosed to the public; but nothing
“can’ convey a stronger picture of the emperor’s weakness and pusilla-
nimity, than the formal abdication which was the result of their coy-
‘versation, ' '
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Assoonas he had signed this abdication, he was conveyed a prisoner
to Robscha, a small imperial palace twenty miles from Reterhof; and
the empress returned to Petersburgh. About seven ‘o’clock in the
evening she made her triumphant entry on horseback, amidst continued
huzzas; the streets were filled with a prodigious concourse of people,
who were drawn up in lines, and kissed her hands, which she held out
to them; and the clergy who crowded the avenues of the palace, were
treated by lier in a manner expressive of the highest deference.

Thus did the vigour and policy of this extraordinary woman, with-
out any right of blood, seat her on the throne of the Czars; and thus
was a revolution, which transferred the greatest empire on earth, ef-
fected in afew hours, without bloodshed and almost without confusion
or tumult.  Over the conclusion of the story of the unfortunate Peter
we could wish to draw a veil; but the pen of history must record
facts impartially.  Such a prisoner, it is natural to suppose, . could not
remain long in that condition. On the ninth day subsequentto his
seizure it was reported he had a disorder in his bowels, and soon after
his death was publicly announced. We know no more. History, in
some future age, may possibly elucidate his end; but in this -century
it is not likely such a secret will be divulged. _

Though we would not, however indirectly, appear to apologize for
crimes, yet justice requires we'should say, that beside state policy (by
which mankind are too apt to justify fraud and force) the empress
might plead seif-defence, if noteven self-preservation, asa motive for her
conduct. Peter, as has been already stated, had concerted, and would
have carried into execution, the most severe measures against her, if
he had not been prevented by the vigour and celerity with which Ca-
tharine acted in bringing about the revolution, and these reasons wiil,
perhaps, induce us to Jvok with candour on an action, which policy
first seemed to require, and subsequent circumstances rendered uii-
avoidable. ' . . )

We now come to consider the acts of Catharine when seated on the
imperial throne; and foremost among these must be placed her re-
gulations for the internal administration of the empire. Many sove-
reigns subsequent to the time of Alexey Michaelovitch, and particu-
larly Peter I. had framed the project of amending and reforming the
Russian jurisprudence, but had never carried it into execution: the
completion of this great and ardvous undertaking was reserved for Ca-
tharine II. who in 1767, summoned deputies to Moscoiv 'from every
part of her extensive dominions, and having appointed commissioners
for composing a new code of laws, delivered to them Irer Grand In-
structions, which she had previously composed in the true spirit of ge-
nuine legislation. In conformity to these instructions, the first part of
a new code made its appearance in 1775, and a second part in 1780;
both of which have been received in many of the new governments
Into which the empire has been divided. To give an ample detail of
all these regulations would be in our limits impossible; we cannot,
however, forbear enumerating a few of the most stiiking peculiarities,
iri the extensive plan which changed and modified the whole system
of government, . '
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The Russian empire, whiclt had been divided by Peter the Great
into nine extensive governments, is now divided into five times that
number, each upon an average containing not more than from 3 to
400,000 males. One or rore of these governments is supeérintended
by a Namestnick, or lord-lieutenant; and each of them has a vice-go-
vernor, a council, and civil and criminal courts of judicature; some of
whose members are appointed by the sovereign, and others are choseri
by the nobles. By this institution Catharine set, in some ifistances,
bounds to the royal prerogative, by diminishing the power of those tri-
bunals which were dependent only on the crown; by trausferring it to
the nobles; and investing them with many privileges with respect to
the administration of justice.

By establishing or separating the different boards of finarice, police,
&c. from the courts -of law, which before impeded eacli other by
meeting in the same place, she fucilitated the dispatch of business, and
rendered the administration of justice more speedy. And by increas-
ing the salaries of the judges, who before, from the narrowness of their
incomes, were necessarily exposed to the almost iiresistible tempta-
tions of bribery, she has rendered the administration of justice pure
and uncorrupt. '

To these regulations must be added the settling of the proper bounda-
ries between the several governments, which has prevented many dis-
sensions and law-suits; the appointment of regular physicians and sur<
geons, stationed in the various districts, at the expence of the crewn;
the foundation of schools for the education of the nobility, andof others
for the children of inferior persons; the establishment or augmenta-~
tion of new seminaries for those intended for holy orders; the grant
of freedom to numerous vassals of the crown; and the plans made for
facilitating the means of giving liberty to thie peasants. The society
for the promotion of agriculture, at Petersburgh, is an institution too
importantand useful to be overlooked ; the more 5o, asit owesits origin
to the empress.

But of all the regulations made by her majesty, none claims greater
yre-eminence than the establishment of the academy at Petersburgh,
for the instruction of zoo students, designed to be masters of the pro-
vincial schools.  This acadermy is provided with professors of history,
mathematics, rhetoric, and natural histery; with a German master, and
a drawing mastér. The students are selected from the different semi-
naries of the Russian empire; and, as they have received their edu-
cation as priests of the regular clergy, understand Latin. “They are
admitted at twenty years of age, and remuin at Petersburgh three.
years; during which peried they are instructed in history, geography,
the various branches of natural philosophy, and natural history. They
are all boarded, lodged, and instructed at the «upence of the sovereign.
At the conclusion of their term, their places are supplied by others, and
they are distributed in the various parts of Russia. Each provincial mas-
ter thus distributed is to instruct others as preceptors of the schools in
the lesser towns. The regulation of this uscful establishment js en-
trusted to a committee of tive members, who superintend the whole.

[T0 BE CONCLUDED I¥ QUR NENT.]
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ON SUICIDE AND MADNESS. ™

~ [1¥ A LETTER FROM A CELEBRATED DIVINE TO A FRIEND.]

MY DEAR-FRIEND, -

WHEN your sister has so excellent an adviser always near her; §
. should not have ventured to say thing about the state of her
health, butfrom a full conviction, that no evil that aflicts the Human
species cah exceed nervous disorders, when they rise to any conside-
rable height. A man’s virtue has never been tried, till he has felt
something equal to the pungent misery which ‘they produce in their
last stages: and, therefore, when I hear of any person distinguished
for the sweetness of his nature, goodness, orintegrity, itis of no weight
with me, unless these virtues have for their basis the sincere love of
God, to that degree, that a man-can say from the bottom of his soul,
¢ O my God! thou knowest that my whole delight is in thee; that

.my heart is continually adhering to, longing, and thirsting after thees:
where-ever I go, and whatever 1.do, 1 know that thou art intimately
present in and to my soul; and that thou art the sum and center of all
my thoughts, words, and actions.’ ‘

Tilla man’s virtues are built upon this solid rock, let them be ever
80 specious, ever so attracting, yet.in the day of trial he will assuredly
sink under them. oo _

This I have often deeply experienced in myself, and have as fre-
quently observed in others of great pretensions And it effectually
demonstrates thisgreat truth, that there is no inherent goodness in man;
merely as of himself; but that it is the giftof God, and must be com-
municated to the soul by the Deity, and received into it by the
awakened hunger of that divine seed which is implanted in the depth
of the heart of every.son of man, just in the same manner, and from
the same ground, as the sun communicates, and the vegetable world
receives, that prolific virtue, which is the cause of all the beauty and
perfection with which we see the face of nature adorned,

It is a groundless conception, that man, by his natural powers, is
able to sustain himself in the most trying circumstances, and even to
work out his own salvation: this is the cause of vast misery to human
creatures; and, amongst the learned and thinking part of mankind, I
can assign no other reason for the horrid act of suicide,

. Cato and Brutus, two distinguished names in the heathen world, are
universally acknowledged to have possessed as many greatand excellent
virtuesas ever dwelt in the soul of any, whom the great Apostle dencami- -
nates only the mere natural man; and yet history informs us of the tra-
gicalissue of their lives, when the disorders of adverse and contending
interests were brought toa crisis. Now, as we are perfectly acquainted
with the natural innate firmoess of their souls, and the excellency of
their natures, and how strong the love of life is implanted in the na-
ture of all men; to what cause can we ascribe their having recourse to
VOL, VIII. B '
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such desperate remedies for relief, but to their relying upon their own
natural powers, to bear them up under the severest trials? Standing
upon this ground, the properties of their nature were, by many great
and trying advessities, worked up into a state of extreme contrariety,
anxiety; lorror, and despair; till at last these raging, contending quali-
ties grew intolerable; and, as the only relief from the anguish they
felt, both had recourse to suicide. And as human nature is invariably
he saime in all ages, so the very self-same cause must be assigned for
she many deplorable instances of the same act of desperation, even in
these days of more enlightened knowledge.

Man's life becomes a burthen, when, by adversity and distress, the
evil that is in him is violently excited. 'To fly from himself is impos-
sible; and finding all his own endeavours to remove his misery inef-
fectual, he thinks that happiness is for ever flown from lis breast; and,
1o longer able to-bear the pungent reflections of his own mind, he
‘breaks the sacred bonds of life, aud rushes headlong into eternity.

"{'02 mind tenderly affected with the distresses of human nature, how
lamentable is this condition, which drives our fellow-creatures to such
immediate destruction! But, lamentable as it is, yet with respect to
every son of fallen man, till he feels himself in some measure in the
state above described, thatis, till the properties of his natural life find
the want of a higher good, he has no awakened sensibility of himself,
o just conception of the depth of misery and happiness which lies
hid in human nature.  And would but men, upon these trying occa-
sions, as their condition surely demnands, give themselves up totally
to God, they would infallibly find a remedy adequate to the depth
and burthen of their misery: the working, contending properties of
their nature would scon be appeased, by tire entrance-of the heavenly
power inte their afflicted souls; and an inwardjoy and peace wounld
gradually succeed, proportionate to the distresses they have endured.

If Cato and Brutus had had recourse to this sovereign remedy, lam
well assured, from the nature of man, neither of them would have
perished with the ruin of their country; nor vetpnder the tumuituous
struggles of their own nature, far more insupportable than all outward
miseries. For this heavenly remedy is always near at hand to every
son of man; and as soon as he feels the burthen and wretchedness of
his own nature (as feel it he will, sooner or later) and in the earnest
desire of his heart, cries ottt to God, the divine goodness will then
communicate itself to the soul, as freely as the sun does its virtues to
the fruits of the earth, which would perish, bad they not their proper
nowrishment thus imparted to them, and derived into their natures.
‘Ag thisis an undeniable truth, which the face of nature demonstrates,
so it is no less undeniably true, thata supernatural goodness, flowing
from God, mustbe derived into the soul of man, in the same manner
a5 the virtues of the sun must be derived into the fruits of the earth,
before he can possibly arrive to that state of goodness and perfection
‘which his nature wants. And as nothing less than an inward growth
of the divine life can be ounr Saviour and Deliverer, so it'is the mis-
taken consideration, that God is only an outward good, who has no
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other than an outward relation to us, that leaves men uncured of all
their natural disorders and corruptions: for a God mgrely outward,
can do no more good to the soul, than an excellent medicine, which,
though known to exist, is yet never inwardly applied, can do to the
body. ' ‘ . o
Now, what a wretched condition must that intelligent creature be in,
who feels himself'in the state of incessant misery abave described, and
" has no God that stands in a nearer relation to him thaa this outward
good! And yet thisis the only Ged which the systems of modern in-
fidelity, and nominal Christianity, set before us. It is true, they both
represent Him as a being of infinite perfection, and require us to have
magnificent conceptions of him; but when these two truths are esta-
blished, all the essential relations, as ke is our Kedeemer, Puarifier,
and inward Holiness, (which are the most.important to his creatures)
are left out of the question; und then, when these high ideal concep-
tions fail a man, and he feels that his own natural stock of integrity and
goodaess is not of itself sufficient to sustain him in the hour of home-
felt distress, he has recourse to suicide, or else is driven into madness =
and all this is no fault of nature: for it unavoidably follows from its
working in a state of blindness, void of God; in which state, with all
its dreadful consequences, in a greater or less degree, Nature must
always work, tillitis united to the sovereign Good, who can alone sa-
tisty the boundless desires of the heart of man. But this cannot be .
done by any ideal conceptions of God, however great and just, but
by simply turning the working will and desizes of our souls to him:
for these are the strong powers in wan, which can alone unite with
the Deity, and by their. magnetic virtue draw the divine nature in‘o
our souls. Andwhen, according to the beloved Apostle, he dwells in
us, and we in him, then all the restless working properties of our na-
ture, which drive us on to suicide and murder, will be appeased, and
blessed with a fulness of peace and satisfaction: so that a man can tru-
ly say to himself, < I think there breathes not on earth a maii more hap- .
by than myself”  And, as a consequence of this happiness, his-heart
continually rises into higher degrees of love and grititude to God, and
the most diffusive benevolence to every creature in the universe.
- lam, &c.
0.8 T,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE SCIENTIFIC MAGAZINE.

SIR, : .
HE following singularrelation of an imposture, practised in the last
century, is extracted from Piot’s History of Oxfordshire. And as
it may prove entertaining to many of your readers, I beg your inser-

tion of it in your valuable Miscellany.

“Soon after the murder of king Charles I. a commission was ap-
pointed to survey the king’s house at Woodstock, wich the manor, park,
wouds, and other demesnes to that manor belonging; and one Collins,
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under a feigned name, hired himself as secretary to the commissioners,
who, upon the 13th of October, 1649, met, and took up their residence
in the king’s own rooms: his majesty’s bed-chamber they made their
kitchen, the council-hall their pantry, and the presence-chamber was
the place where they sat for the dispatch of business. His majesty’s
dining room they made their wood-yard, and stored it with the wood
of the famous royal-oak from the High Park, which, that nothing might
be left with the name of king about it, they had dug up by the roots,
and split and bundled up into faggots for their firing.
¢ Things being thus prepared, they saton the 16th of the same month
for the dispatch of business, and in the midst of their first debate, there
entered a large black dog (as they thought) which made a dreadful
howling, overturned two or three of their chairs, and then crept un-
der a bed and vanished: this gave them the greater surprise, as the
doors were keep constantly locked, so that no real dug could getin or,
out. The next day their surprise was increased, when sitting at dinnes;
in a lower room, they heard plainly the noise of persons walkingover
their heads, though they wellknew the doors were all locked, and there
could be nobody there; presently after they heard also all the wood
of the king’s oak brought by parcelsfrom the dining-room, and thrown
with great violence into the presence chamber; as also all the chairs,
stools, tables, and other furniture, forcibly hurled about the room;
their own papers of the minutes of their transactions torn, and the ink-
glass broken.  When all this noise bad some time ceased, Giles Sharp,
their secretary, proposed to enter first into these rooms, and in pre-
sence of the commissioners, of whom he received the key, he opened
the doors, and found the wood spread about the room, the chairs tossed
about and broken, the papers torn, the ink-glass broken, (as has been
said) but not the least tract of any human creature, nor the least rea-
son to suspect one, as the doors were all fast, and the keys in the cus-
tody of the coinmissioners. It was therefore unanimously agreed, that
the power who did this mischief, must have entered the room at the
key-hole.
¢ The night following, Sharp, the sccretary, with two of the commis-’

sioners servants, as they were in bed in the same room, which roowm
was contiguous to that where the commissioners lay, had their bed’s -
feet lifted so much higher than their heads, that they expected to have
their necks broken, and then they were let fall at once with so much
violence as shook the whole house, and more than ever terrified the
commissioners. On the nightof the 1gth, asall were in bed intne same
room for greater safety, and lights burning by them, the candles in
an instant went out with a sulphurous smell, and that moment many
grenchers of weod were hurled about the room, which next morning
were found to be the same tireir honours had eaten op the day before,
which were all removed from the pantry, though not a lock was found
opened in the whole house. The next night they still fared worse,
the candles went outas before, the curtains of their honours bedswere
vattled to and fro with great violence, their honours received muny
cruel blows and bruises by eight great pewter dishes, and 4 number
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-of wooden trenchers being thrown on their beds, which being heaved
off, were heard rolling about the room, though in the morning none of
these were to be seen. This night likewise they were alarmed with
the tumbling down of oaken billets about their beds, and other fright-
ful noises, but all was clear in the morning, a5 if no such things had
happened. The next’ night the keeper of the king’s house and his
dog: lay in the commissioners’ room, and then theyhad no disturbance.
But on the night of the 22d, though the dog lay in the room as be-
fore, yet the candles went out, a number of brick-bats fell from the .
chimney into the room, the dog howled piteously, their bed-cloaths
were all stripped off; and their terror increased, On the 24th they
thought all the wood of the king’s oak was violently thrown down by
their bed-sides, they counted 64 billets that fell, aud some hit and
shook the beds in which they lay; but in the morning none were
found there, nor had the door been opened where the billet-wood was
Jept. - The next night the candles were put out, the curtains rattled,
" and & dreadful crack like thunder was heard, and one of the servants
funning to’seeif his master were notkilled, found three dozen trenchers
laid smoothly under the quilt by him. L _
.. But all this was nothing.to what succeeded afterwards; the 29th,
about midnight, the candles went out, something walked majestically:
through the room, and opened and shut the windows; great stones
were thrown violently into the room, some of which fell on the beds,
others on the floor; and at about a quarter after one, a noise was heard
as of. forty cannon discharged together, and again repeated at about
eight minutes distance. T'his alarmed and raised all the neighbour-
hood, who coming into their honours room gathered up the great
stones, fourscore in number, and laid them by in the corner of a field,
where, in Dr, Plot’s time, who reports this story, they were to be
scen, This noise, like the discharge of cannon, was heard through all
the country for sixteen milesround.” During these noises, which were
heard in both rooms together, the commissioners and their servants.
gave one another over for lost, and cried out for help; and Giles
Sharp, snatching up a sword, had well nigh kiiled-one of their honours;
mistaking him for the spirit, as he came in his shirt from his own
room to theirs. ‘While they were together, the noise was continued,
and part of the tiling of the house was stript off, and all the windows
of an upper room were taken away with it. On the. joth at mid-
nightsomething walked into the chumbertreading like a bear; it walked
many times about, then threw the warming-pan violently on the floor;
_ at the same time a large quantity of broken glass, accompanied with
great stones and horses bones, came pouring into the room with uncom-
mon force; these were all found in the morning, to the astonishmeunt
and terror of the comnissioners, who were yet determined to £0 on
with their business,
‘Buton the first of November, the mostdreadful scene of al] ensued;
. candles in every part of the room were lighted up, and a great fire
made; at midnight, the candles all vet burning, a noise like the burst
ofa canuon was heard inthe room, and the burning billets were tessed
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about by it even into their honours beds, who called Giles and his com=
panions to their relief, otherwise the house had been burnt to the
ground ; about an hour after, the candles went outas usual, the crack
as of many cannon was heard, and many pailfuls of green stinking wa-
ter were thrown upon their honours beds; great stones were also
thrown in as before, the bed curtains and bedsteads torn and broken,
the windows shattered, and the whole neighbourhood alarmed with
the most dreadful noises; nay, the very rabbit-stealers that were
abroad that night in the warren, were so terrified, that they fled for
fear, and left their ferrets behind them. One of their honours this
night speke, and, ¢ in the name of God, asked what it was, and why
it disturbed them so?’ No answer was given to this, but the noise
ceased fora while, when the spirit came again, and, as they all agreed,
s brought with it seven devils worse than itself.” One of the servants
now lighted a large candle, and set it in the door-way, between the
two chambers, to see what passed, and as he watched it, he plainly
saw a hoof striking the candle and candlestick into the middle of the
room, and afterwards making three scrapes over the snuff, scraped it
out. Upon this the same person was so beld as to draw a sword, bt
he had scarce got it outwhen ke felt another invisible hand had held
of it too, and pulled with him for it, and at length prevailing, struck him
so violently on the head with the pummel, that he fell down for dead
with the blow. Atthis instant was heard another burst like the dis-
charge of the broadside of a ship of war, and at about a minute or two’s
distance each, no less than nineteen more such : these shook the house
so violently, that they expected every moment it would fall upon their
heads. The neighbours on this, as has been suid, being all alarmed,
flocked to the house in great numbers, and all joined in prayer and
psalm-singing, during which the noise still continued in the other rooms,
and the discharge of cannons was heard as from without, though no
visible agent was seen to discharge them. But what was the most
alarming of all, and put an end to their proceedings effectually, hap-
pened the next day as they were all at dinner, when, a paper in which
they had signed a mutual agreement to reserve a part of the premises
out of the gencral survey, and afterwards to share it equally amongst
them, (which paper they had hid fur the present, under the earth in
a pot in one corner of the room, aud in which an orange-tree grew)
was consumed in a wonderful manner, by the earth’s taking fire with
which the potwas filled, and burning violently with a blue fume, and
an intolerable stench, so that they were all driven out of the house, to
which they could never be again prevailed upon to return.’ :
This wonderful contrivance was all the invention of the memorable
Joseph Collins, of Gxford, otherwise called Funny Joe, who having
hired himself for secratary, under the name of Giles Sharp, by know--
ing the private traps belonging to the house, and the help of pulnis ful-
minans, and other chemical preparations, and letting his fellow servants
suto the scheme, carried on the deceit, without discovery, to the very
Jast, insomuch that Dr. Plot, in his patural history, relates the whole
for fact, and conclades in this grave manuer: ¢ That though tricks have
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been often played in affuirs of this kind, many of the things above re-
lated are not reconcileable with juggling; such as, the loud noises
beyond the power of man to make, without such instiuments as were
not there; the tearing and breaking the beds; the throwing about the
fire; the hoof treading outthe candle; and the striving for the sword,

and the blow the man received from the pummel of it.’

THE GHOST OF STERNE IN LONDON.

Pracue of long stages! I'd rather be shampoo’d by all the bar-
bers of Hindostan, than venture myself among such a set a second
time :—cooped up in a crazy coach, with a brandy merchant’s wife, as
fat asa porpoise, on one side ;—a raw-boned Caledonian, whase sharp
shoulder bones could hardly be prevailed upon to stay within his skin,
on the other;—and a Welchman opposite, . whose reddening face
seemed to threaten me with a .box on the ear every time my knee
‘touched his ' —Worse still { a fellow has spit a quid of his cursed to-
bacco on my stocking !—Well,—never mind;—'tis all over now, We
are safely landed; but my foot sleeps confoundedly. :
¢ Stamp it on the ground, My, Thersites, (which was the name
T had assumed, to prevent the fear which ghosts commonly create) '
said the lady, with the pimple on her nose.—

¢ I will, ma’am,” said L—1t cured my foot, but the stone on which
I stamped, was loose, and splashed the white breeches of an Irish gen-
tleman; whom, if I am not mistaken, I had scen wearing a turban at
Constantinople.

¢ Upon my soul, sir,” said he, ‘you do not act like a gentleman, in
splashing me so,’—

‘1 am sorry for it, indeed sir,” said I, ¢ for if I were only killing a
louse, I would try to do itin a gentleman-like way.” ,

He swore, and talked of fighting; but I knew him too well to mind
him.—1It was a mere flash !

My getting so handsomely rid of this duel in embryo, has put me in
such a good humour, that I will tell you a secret of very great impors
tance. Butif | should happen to be taken by the watchmen in one of
my nocturnal rambles, and carried by them before the city magistrates,”
I may fare the worse for divulging it:—so I may as well hold my
tongue—yet, as it is rather ill-bred to excite your curiosity and not
gratify it, Iwill tell youin afew words, Kent sireet isa very filthy en-
trance into London. However, out of regard for the respectable bod
of men just mentioned, I would advise you not to speak of this again;
—-and, if this should not be sufficlent to silence you, I cangive you
another reason for this precaution, which is—that all the world knows
1t, as well as yourself~ .

‘Now forcoffee, my fellow-travellers.—Whata number of emigrants !
~Why, Paris must be quite gutted by this time I'—

‘ Almost, sir,” said one of them.~—< It was a charming place once,’
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said I.—¢ It isso still, sir,’ said he. ¢There are too many tumults
there, sir.”  N'importe,’ said he. It is the capital of France:” ¢ Mox
Dieu, monsieur, said 1; ¢ no onecan live there now with safety.” ¢ Ba-
gatelle! Les batimens sont magnifiques.”  © Cest pour les batimens que
vous aimez Paris done, monsienr 2° ¢ dssurement.” 'This man had been a
Parisian marquis de boutique, I suppose—° Adieu monsieur.’

Say what you please, 1 cannot see any great difference between an
Englishman and Frenchmar.—One of each nation are going to play
at backgammon.~—Let me observe them, and by contrast, seein what
respects they differ.— Oh! certainly; said a sarcastic voice, behind
me; ¢ the pleasure must be very great indeed !’ :

O England, thou art the native soil of humourists, hypochondriacs,
and the devil knows what! I hate common-place remarks. This fel-
low, see, is endeavouring to palm himself on his hearers for a sensible
man.—Fe has quite broken the chain of my ideas, I protest!—And,
if 1should go to another box out of hearing, Ishall lose sight of my
backgammon players. But the Frenchman willlet all the company
know how the game goes. © Mon Dieu! Quelle betise! Vous gagnerex
‘la partic, monsiewr,’ exclaims he—The Englishman contracts his eye-
brows, leans his cheek on his hand, and discovers no emotion either of
hope or fear.—He is successful. :

¢ AD I—Voila un coup de maitre,” says the Frenchman—Veus perdrez.
assurement, monsienr !’ ¢ Damn the dice!” says the other. ¢ Butfor that
throw, the game was my own!" Fe now swears, and offers to double
the stakes—Fe is unlucky.—Strange, that lie should bear good fortune
with such a grace, while the least reverse makes him mad.—The
Trenchman, on the contrary, can, by his manners, give an air of gen-
tleman-like consequence even to poverty itself.—

Were it not for this gentleman-like air, that poor fellow opposite to
me would make buta pitiful figure. ¥e seems, from his dress, to have
feft France in avery great hurry, It consists of a brown-silk coat with
white lining ;—a biack satin walstcoat, stockings of the same colour, and
green breeches. The pinch of his hat s too smart to have been
moulded by the clumsy haads of an English hatter; and his hair—you

~ hud better not touch it, my friend—irappears as if it would prick your
fingers.—Though he appears a little depressed, those lines still remain
in his countenance, by which you may trace French gaiety ;—his fea-
tures seem to struggle, as it were, to preserve their natural cast, in spite
of the gloom diffused over them by misfortune.~7Y et he is notin so
deplorable a situation as 1thought. He lasa friend to whom he can
relate liis sorrow,

_< Ab f mon ami,” says he, ¢ j'ai perdu ma femme 3 mes enfans, jai
perdu tout mon bien ¥ —THis friend, by tukinga pinch of snuff, reminded
him of aunother mislortune—* Kt ma tabaticre aussi, mon cher ami, j'ai
perdu ma tabatiere!” ¢ Ce n'est pas grande chose,” said his friend. -

1 was exactly of the same opinion. How, said I to myself, can he
put the loss of a snuff-box in the same inventory that contains that of
his wife and his children ?

b1 mensierr, ¢ est une tabatiere que j'ai garde—il y a vignt ans,
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One— two—three—four —five’—six —seven—eight—nine—ten—
eleven.—ZEleven o'clock, 1 declare! At this hour Ishould Lave been
at my lawyer’s. ¢ ButI'll come Buck and hear your story;” said 1 to
myself—

. Tdke me up for an emiigrant, because I have an outlandish name, .
as you call itf—1It is not right, my gracious sovereign, that a man
should be laid fast by the heels, because the letters of his naine nap-
pen to be combined differently from those of other names. It is an
alarming circumstance, and I cannot be at rest till 1 communicate it to
-you. o i o . ' ‘ C o
A certain bookseller, who bears a high rank in the city militia, hav-
ing. seen my name at the beginning of this work, said, he could not
nnderstand the meaning of Thersites Pretexvtaius. 1t hasa suspicious
sound with it.—This man may be a very daugerous enemy; for He is
suid to be a greatadept botli in military and literary tactics; {thatis to
say, the art of scientifically ranging volumes, according to their dimen-
sions, on shelves made for that purpose) and can always have at liis
‘heels notonly a unumber.of critics, but, what is much more dangerous,
anumbet of well disciplined soldiers.  For, you muist know, our city
militia can maich to any tune:—nay, I have seeri some of them, wlen
marching, beat time" with their heads, as justly as the leader of their
band (if' they have one) possibly could;—to shew the world, I sup-
pose, that the stiff' neck and eréct posture of a Prusstan soldier are
by no means compatible withi English liberty.—Now, as I am unwil-
ling t3 appear in a suspicious light to this illustrious tactician; and, as
[ fear my uncommon name miay excite dlarms in the breast of many
loyal subjects; andwhat is worse than all, lest I.should have a lodg-
ing found for mc in the Tower;—all these reasons; 1 say, have deter-
mined me to give an account of myselfin form. Indeed I have ne-
glected the most imiportant duty of an author; i not having prefised
the history of miy life to this work: for you may have obsetved that
it has been a prevailing custom among great men to do so, éver since
the days of David H-—=, of famous memory.

ACCOUNT OF MYSELF,

AS to my family, colonel, the name I have the honour to derive
from my ancestors is a sifficient voucher for its antiquity.—The name
of Thersites, from whom 1 can prove myself lineally descended, is
well known to all the literary world, It is true, the posterity of that
great man have mostly degenerated into jackpuddings, mountebanks,
&&c; but my father, by marrying: the daughter of a Spanish tragedian,
acquired a right to have her arms quartered on his own; he likewise
assumed her family name (Prastextatus);-and all the bad qualities be-
longing to the Thersitical breed are carrected in me, by the portion
of tragical blood I derived from my said mother. I must own, how-
ever, that the Thersitical air and manner still predominates in. me;
and though [ endeavourto conceal it as much as possible by my prao-

¥oL, viII, : C
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fexta; yetl have always some sudden unaccountable start ﬂnt betrays
me: so that if vou can conceive, what sort of figure a jack puddmO‘
“would nake irithe character of Cato or Richard the Third, that is ex~
actly the idea which my nanie ought to convey to you.

¢ A very pretty girvl indeed,” said | to myself'—Goingintoa cirenlafing
library too —She is a bmrdu!g -school Miss, I suppose, who reads no-
vels till she has not one idea that bears the stamp of common-sense—
I'lt follow her, however, let her be what she will. -

What obsequious puppies '—Lord Monboddo says that—-mcn were
originally monkies:—it is said too that all things returnto their first
principles :—therefore menwill, intime, again become monkies. Now,
as shopmen and men-milliners ave totally different from any other be-
ings we are acquainted with, I look upon them to have degenerated
towards the monkey kind much more than any other men, and they
tiay be said to form the link which connects the man and ourang-ou~
tang. As for belly-piece makers and petticoat warehousemen, as I.
never make usc of their commodities, 1 have never had an opporfu-
nity of observing them sufficiently to form a decided opinion of them;
but I am informed by seme female naturalists of my dcquaintance, that
they are a species cof the saine genus. :

“ You shall have a catzlogue immediately, sir,” said the shopman.

Whoever thou art; fair damsel, when thou takest up Laury Sterne,
‘consider that helaboursin everyline to raise indelicate ideas: so, if thou
‘hast any regard for chastity of thought, read not his works j—they will
certainly corrupt thee.—And yet, thou son of humour and of feeling,
who can help admiring thee P—When the fastidious critic is in the’
very act of opening his mouth to condemn thee, let him butrecollect
that thou hast wept like a brother over the sorrows of Le Fevre—
that thou pluckedst the nettle from off the monk’s grave,—that thou
hast told thc stury of Mariy, and delineated the amiable character of an
if he does not change his intended censure into
praise, all I sm - f3—Nature has been vukind to him !’

Johnson'’s works too, with the doctor’s portrait at the beginning,
like a por fGI placed at the door of an auction-room to invite passengers
to come in! What a phy siognomy —The head leaning to one side,
and the mouth opeun, are certainly symptoms of d deep reflection ~yet
it wants the coup de grace :—draw a tongue lolling out of his mouth
and the figure will be complete. Would you take *him for such an ex-
cellent writer as he 1e'111\ was P——Jlam sure you would not—* No, in-
deed one would not, sir, said the Jady.— But1 was at the moiment
youspokebusily readinga page en politeness from the works of Lord C.’
¢ His lovdship 1s avery “excellent writer, madam,” said I.  Now I made
this answer mueJy from an instinetive wish to agree with the lady:
for T assure you, I did not kiiow what book she meant, But I'll peep
at it by and by ———J ho!this is the book in questxon :—¢ Instructions
for gaining the Art “of gracefully bIendmg the Eorals of a Whore and
the Manners ofa D wicing-master, in‘a Series of Letters from a Noble-
man to his Son,'—Five l.z fzﬂme//e mais au diable [a libertinage I'—

L“’ LZ CONTINUED.]
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ON THE CHARACTER OF KING WILLIAM THE THIRD.

[CONCLUDED FROM OUR LAST.]

"TVHE motives of William’s conduct may, in SDIT]\/ measure, be in-

. ferred from the end he had in view; w 1& he end he had in view
be sometimes deduced from the motives by which he was actuated.
Nor is this reasoning in that logical cucle, in which the sophxst will
frequentiy entangle lumsch‘, but reasoning founded upon a strict ob-
servation of lifz and nature : for the motives we shall infer, are from
ends that are confessed and allowed; and the ends we shall deduce
from motive:., are from such as are previously acknowledged. And,
first, I think that that, which both his friends aud enemies agree to
have been the grand object of his life, carrfes witi it a strong pre-
sumption of the-motives by which he was actuated. Human nature
isincapabie ¢f the energies which William displaved against the rest-
less ambition of Louis, if' not prompted to exertion by stxonowr motives
than those cf pique or prejudice. Even infuenced by ths pures
principles of patiiotism, and tie most thorough detestation of fw.m«
‘ny, few men could have born with the embarrassinents and insults
to which William submitted, or supported the labours and the dan-
gers which he surmounted. A virtvous patriotism, aided by g
powerful sense of the approbation of heaven, could alone have eua-
Lled a man of the greatést fortitude to submit to the distresses to
which he subjected himself by resistance.  We infer, therefore, from
this fuct, and we inferit boldly, that William’s opposition to the arms

of Louis arose chiefly from the purest principles of pa um,dsm——-no.n
the most fervent attachment to Iiberty. Iis speech to the congress
at the Hague, is truly characteristic of his genius, and duhnto&y of
the ge nelOSltV of his mind. ¢ Remember,” said he, ¢ that itis not now a
time to dehbcm*e, but to act; you mustsnatch the liberties Gf LEurope
from the grasp of the monarch of Fraunce, or submit for ever to his
voke. And this principle being once discovered, we hsw‘, a righ
to conclude, that it was at least oue of the chief motives for his infar
ference in the affuirs of England.  Without z junction with I‘ug and,
the league of Augsburgh ‘\'ould have bf‘en L'mb!c to defen ‘the efe
forts of France; ‘.nd hﬂx
James claimed the power nf mdalwmfr 'm own politiea
sions.®* . This, and no other, isa con‘)let solution of somc seaming
improprieties of conduct, and some appeardngces of 1mcnouuty in the
subsequent parts of his.reign. LT'he generosity of his religious prin-

* No prospect of a league with Lnghnd agamst anm_e. Sec Buswer, Vol L.
P- 479. .
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ciples not disputed by any detractor of his fame. The whole tenox
of his life would refute so gross a calumny.® The act of toleration,
his lenity to the papists themselves, liis remarkable caution in taking
the oath of soverelgnty to Scotland, confirm beyond a doubt his li-
berality on the subject. He refused to concur with James in his at-
tempts to abolish the test act, not because he was hostile to toleration,
(for he was upon principle and good sense, ever as warm a friend to
religious as to civil liberty) but because he was well aware, that by
these means the morarch intended, silently and insidiously, to intro-
duce his beloved popery. = ¥et surely the offefs that were tendered
in return for such a concession, were the most tempting that could
be made toa man of an entexprizing spirit, and engaged In the views
of William. May we not hence infer, that William would not gra-
tify even his favourite policy at the expence of the duty which he
owed to religion ? And if he entertained this regard for religion, how
cogenta motive, how powerful an inducement, must it have been for
his engaging in the Revolution ! : ot o

William was too wise to be much influenced by the attractions of
power. He whois engaged in the pursuit of greatness may, indeed,
<like the miser in his golden views,” esteem himself for a time su-
premely blest; but his pleasure consists not in the rational fruition,
Dbut in distant hope and delusive prospects, in fancies which are never
realised, and in glories which fade away in the evening of life, like
the changéful tinges of'a western sky. Ambition might be the predo-
minating principle of his heart; but still, under the controul of his
better judgment, poiver, arrayed in all her gaudy allurements, had
few charms for him, but as she ‘enabled him to contribute more
largely to the welfate of mankind.’ I o

Should a concise enquiry into the blessings attendant on the Re-
volittion be deemed a digression from the subject, let the pleasure
we feel in contemplating them, form some excuse for indulging in the
pleasing theme. “We state them, however, because they seem to us
to have something more than a mere relevancy to our drgrment. The
tharacter of our hero is exalted in proportion to the intended bene-
fits which either have Ueen, "or must huve been, derived from that
auspicious event. < We have ‘ever since enjoyed, if not the best sys-
tem of government, the mest éntire system of liberty, that ever was
known amongst mankind.’ + ‘And what is it but this, that enables us
thus to boast of our superiority? What but this, that every action of
government is'subservient to” the laws; and that those laws ensure
the continuance of our blessings, or the nieans of recovering them 2
Despotism, in the hands of a good and able man, is inferior to a free
and enlightened government, only in the want of secuvity ‘which the
subject has for its continuing to be $o conducted. " ‘And - yet of such
real importance is this security, that no man, with the feelings of hu-

* See the natural, simple, and beautiful description given by Burnet of the
princess’s resolution with respect to the dignity William should hold in England,
ot 4+ Hume, : s o
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manity, can disapprove of the struggles, both in ancient and modern
days, that have been made to obtain it. S» little is the confidence
we can place in man in such situations, so great the danger that a
Tiberius or a Nero should succeed an Augustus, that no expence, na
difficulty, should deter us from guarding against it. ¢ If a king be
vested with adiscretionary power of dispensing with the laws, what re-
mains deserving the name of afree constitution or settied government ?
The security of every thing valuable is at an end; and the inhabitants of
Britain would enjoy no pre-eminence over the wretched slaves, who
bow with terror and submission to the edicts of a tyrannical despot.’*
Yet nearlysuch was our condition at the Revolution. The substantial
principles of liberty originated with our constitution, and were inse-
parable from its very existence—They were still contained in great
power and abundance in the trunk of the tree, though the arm of the
tyrant might have lopped off some of the branches. Nothing was
wanting but a’safeguard to its undisturbed vegetation. Nor was it
long wanting. Our ancestors struggled, and prevailed. Those
powers which were hostile to our liberties, were for ever abolished,
The doctrine of resistance was asserted in theory, and confirmed by
precedent, " A spirit of free enquiry. was infused into our politi-
cal body, which gives a timely check to the abuse of power, or
rouses our fellow countrymen to vengeunce on their oppressors. By
the preservation of the protestant religion, we probably prevented the
horrors of cathalic bigotry and superstition :—horrors which the fu-
rious zeal of Queen Mary had so recently exhibited, In the right of
. Managing and directing the supplies, our ancestors have conferred a
privilege, which, if exércised with. resolution and integrity, would
overthrow a corrupt administration, or prevent the possibility of its
existence. At the Revolution, the terms of the original contract were
expressly declared, and the reciprocal duties of prince- and people
stated and defined. Before that time, the executive power had en-
dangered the legislative, by claims of independence and pre-emi-
nence. Then it was, that, by denying the pretended right of dispens-
ing with the laws, the legislature regained its natural authority, and
.became the supreme power in the state. But the Revolution, perhaps,
deserves ds much the attention of the philosopher, for its direct in=
fluence on the progress of human opinion, as for its immediate effects
on the government of England, A revolution ‘productive of conse-
quences like these, will be depreciated by none but overweening theo-
rists, or wild enthusiasts, They must either not uuderstand its me-
¥its, or be pursuing some visionary scheme of thieir own. The ima-
gination of ‘man can always paint more pleasing pictures than any
which can be found in the curious exhibitions of att, or in the beauti-
ful scenes both of rude and cultivated nature. But till mankind shalt
be more free from their passions and infirmities, the government es-
fablished at the Revolution, restored to its original purity by such ad-
ditions and alterations as time and circumstances require, and such

# ¢ State trials.~--Sir E, Herbert’s Defence.”
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provisions as may be necessary to retrench the luxuriance of prero-
gative and the influence of venality, will be found best calculated to
promote the happiness and secure the libarties of England. We owe
it to our forcfathers, to preserve entire those rights which they pur-
chased with their blood; we owe it to posterity, not to suffer their in-
heritance to be wasted or destroyed: and may we never be insensible
to these sacred duties '—Nor let us call this glorious design of ouran-
‘cestors incomplete in the execution. They oniy feel the gratitude,
and pay the homage due to the authors of the Revolution, who re-
flect not abstractedly on what they then did, but, considering times and
circumstances, how little more they could have done with certainty
and safety. :

Butas we state the blessings attendant on the Revelution, as sources
of glory to its leading agent, we must likewise allow, that the evils
which resulted from it, will detract from the unbounded praises that
would otherwise be due to his merits.  Let us cbserve, however, that
mankind cannot foresee all the consequences of their actions, and that
(from the very constitution of the human mind, whichever viewsits own
designs with a fond partiality) unespected evil will oftener arise than
unexpectzd good. Amongst the first of these evils is the war with
France, the inevitable consequence of the Revolution, perhaps even
the tacit condition upon which William ascended the throne of Eng-
land.  Yet supposing that war, in its elfects, to have had an unta-
vourable influence on the general intcrests of mankind, (of whicl, .
however, there is the greatest reason to doubt) that which has proved
its most fatal consequence, the system of funding, can never be ad-
mitted as a fair ground of crimination against its conductor. The na-
tional debt, that growing burthen which will one day crush a too pa-
tient people, has been increased to its now formidable magnitude by
the perversion ofa precedent, which was not in itself pernicious. 1f;
indeed, the balance of power (the preservation of which was the mo-
~ tive, and, as we contend, at that time the justifiable motive of this ex~
pensive war) tvere always brought to its natural level, rather by its
own tendency to restore itself, than by any efforts of a state not im-
mediately connected with it, the war and its material consequences
imight then perhaps be justly laid to the charge of William, And as
far as this war can be deemed to have been unnecessary, William
stands couvicted of adopting, without necessity, and therefore, with-
out justification, a plan which hath since been perverted to the ruin of
our finances, and the diminution of our national prosperity. But if
cver there was reason to fear, that the equipoise would be destroyed,
it was surely in the career of a monarch, whose power and whose ad-
dress were exceeded only by the insatiable appetite of his ambitiox.
If then a revolution were necessary either for the support of religion
or the rescue of freedom, the expences, with which it was attended,
were amply compensated by the independence of England and of
Furcpe. But even conceding this point, (which seems to us so
completely defensible) it was not by the intrizues of William that this
country was plunged mto tie contest. Our ancestors entered with
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full approbation, and almost unsolicited, into his policy and designs.
That want of liberality to foreign nations, that antipgthy to France,
‘which unfortunately had been too long prevalent, too long cherished
and supported, then flourished in full vigour; and impelled them to
engage the enemy, more from their native animosity, than the jéa-
lousy with which the projects of Louis deserved to be watched.

Let us now examine with attention; and a rigid impartiality, such
objections to his character as seem to have any weight, or to need jus-
tification. The massacre of Glencoe—the. treaty of partition—liis
conduct to the Scotch trading company—his opposition 16 the mea-
sures of parliament, and his infringement of domestic obligations.
These are formidable objections ; and in one of them, we fearwe cari-
not, consistently with truth, pretend to acquit him of some share of cri-
minality. The horrid massacre of Glencoe will leave a spot upon the
character of William, which all the waters of the ocean will be un-
able to wash out.—The signing the warrant of execution may not
oniy be accounted for, but escused and justified.  But his allowing:
the perpetrators and accomplices of that wanton and deliberate but-
chery to escape with impunity ;—his want of justice, his want offeal-
ing, in not euquiring into the transaction,—is inconsistent with every
other of the actions of his life. Motives of policy might, indeed,

“cool or stifie his vengeance ; but phlegmatic and little irritable in
temper as he was, the suspicions of his subjects demanded somé

- proof of his disapprobation. Every honest mau, every feeling pa-
triot, is shocked at the enormity; and while we erect a monument o -
‘those mauy virtues, in which he has been excelled perhaps by noue,
and equalled but by few, let us drop-a tear over the one solitary criine,
which but too clearly evinces, that he was subject to the weakness
and the failings of humanity.

His grant t5 the trading company of Scotland, being calculated for'
the encouragement of industry and commerce, cannot be considered
as improper. The construction of his enemies, however, was but too
greedily and generally received—that it proceeded from an over-fond
attachment and regard to his native land :—a construction which the
common feelings of" nature would inform us redounded less to the
disgrace of the patriot, than to the honour of the man. But thit
amor palrie, that local partiality we have before mentioned, that
envy of their neighbours, and jealousy of successful induatry, which
then disgraced our countrymen, will account for the illiberal disposi-
tion of the nation towards the company, which Willlam had been ‘so
eager to patronize, and the consequent impossibility of his redressing
their grievances. T'he only objection to his churacter, on this charge,
arises from his not suppotting the privileges he had bestowed, and
not preventing those dreadiul evils which ensued from the repeal of
his grant.  Violently opposed by the cormmons, unaided by ministe-
rial corruption, or the influence of places and pensions, and depen=
dent on a refractory parliament for supplies, a limited monarch could
not, without danger, have vielded to the impulses of benevolence, or
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the dictates of his own judgment, in opposition to the clamours of Iié

pedple. N i L
The treaty of partition vas thie consequence of necessity ; for sure-

Iy, it is better to submit to a certain evil, than to endanger many im-
‘portant interests by a doubtful opposition, Without the complete
approbation of parliament, all resistance to the successful arins of
Trance would have beenin vain. ~ On the one hand, no firm reliance
_could be placed on the measures of parliament; on the other, expe~
rience might have shewn the inefficacy of his former efforts, though
.invigorated by the influence of his own personal energies. They
only will condemn the measure, whose notions of political integrity
“exceed the bounds placed by the laws of nature to practical viitue.

. The resistance, though of a doubtfuland ambiguous nature, whiclf
‘he made to the measures of parliaméent, may be safely attributed to
‘the unavoidable circumstances of the times, and their adverse ten+
dency to defeat his favourite plans—plans ever formed for the defence
of general independence. Many of these measures, undoubtedly, seem
to have been well calcuiated to fortify and perfect the excellence of
“our constitution; and were such as he afterwards ratified and con-
firmed.  Yet they then might not only appear to be, but probably
ivere, hostile to the success of William’s foreign undertakings. Had
the love of power been his prevailing passion—had the other parts
of his conduct given colour to suspect him of such a propensity—we
‘ight then have been authorized to assign it as the dishonourable
inotive of his resistance. But vague; circumstantial evidence will
weigh but little against the positive proof that has been already ad~
duced in favour of his general character, and of the motives by which -
he was actuated. And the unkind contradiction of parliament, the cruel’
ingratitiide of the people, the peevish jealousy whicli they entertained
of the Dutch, and the opposition which republican principles (then
highly favouréd) rsised even to the legal exercise of prerogative,
inight have soured tle finest temper; and would, in some, have ex-
cited a perverseness to which the dignity of William's understanding
and the genexosity of his nature did not allow him to descend. = As
fo His favouring, by a secret treaty with Louis; the pretensions of
James’s son to succeed him in the government, it is'supported only
by solitary testimony; and must necessarily have been attended. with
thiose circumstances, the concealment of which is almost impossible,
and cohtary to the universal experience of mankind.

Letus, forotie moment, conéeive a powerful monarch of bigotted prin-
ciples and insatiable ztmbition, long accustomed to tlie conduct of war;
and regardless of the interests of his subjects or the liberties of man-
kind, invading his feeble neighbours, and like a deluge sweeping them
before him =—let us suppose a people, whose power and whose valour

- could entitle them alone to stand forth the champions of freedom
_against this formidable tyrant, willing to engage in defence of the in-
jured, but prevented by the sovereign who sat upon the throne:—
let us suppose themselves too in danger of losing their religion, their
liberty and the dearest privileges of man t~—let us suppose a person,

f
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eminent for his military and political talents, possessed of their confi-
dence, and solicited to lead them to the recovery of thefr own rights,
the salvation of their country, and the defence of their neighbours :—

et us suppose it necessary to forfeit the ties of blood and the claims

of friendship, and apparently to infringe some of the rigid rules of
morality in order to' secure success :—what would be the conduct he

~.should pursue vnder circumstances so critical and difficult? If any

one can point out « line different from that which William pursued,
under circumstances exactly or nearly the same, we will repress the
feelings of gratitude and the vojce of admiration. But the moralist
must acquit him with honour, the patrist regard him with rap-

-tures of admiration; and in whatever point of view we behold our

great deliverer, he merits, and will extort, our applause. William
the Third was “a pattern to imitate, not an example to deter.”* With
a sound and penetrating understanding, and a natural equanimity of
temper, which even the discipline of philosophy might despair of
being able to produce, he possessed those gentler feelings and finer
sympathies, which not only form the basis of domestic felicity, but,
in every relation of life, constitute the first and loveliest ornaments of
human nature. Remember his pious 4 sorrow for his faithful and af-
fectionate consort. And well ‘did her memory deserve the tear of
silent regret, the heaving sigh of anguish.} ~ Her name confers a
dignity on the sex; and her complacent obedience, § her fervent at-
tachiment, and unwearied attentions to her busdand, bear the strongest
and most ample testimony of the character of the man.  As a warrior,
he was superior to every other of his age, inferior to few that pre=

ceded him. At the battle of the Boyne, he displayed the vigour of
3 play g0

-youth, the intrepidity of manhood, and the skill and expetience of

age. ‘Though seldom successful, he frequentiy reaped all the advan-
tages of victory from defeat. His niilitary skill was exceeded ouly
by his patriotism, his gratitude, and magnanimity. e was resolved
to stand or full with. his country, to support her honour, to maintain
her independence, or (as himself nobly and heroically said) “ to die
in the last dike.”  As a king, his constant attention to the welfare of
his people, the plans of reconciliation whicl he formed between con-
tending parties-and jarving factions, the liberality he encouraged in
matters of religion, and the union he projected between two coun~
tries, which, though united by nature, ignorance and animosity had
too long kept divided, entitled him to the gratitude of his subjects,
and will secure him the gratitude of their posterity. As-a polincian,
his sagacity is unvivalled; his success, unexampled in history., He

i * Junjus. .
"+ See Burnet’s pathetic relation of William's grief for the loss of his queen.
© I ¢There'is not in the whole history of his Jife a single action which seems to
savour of bigotry.’ Of his being a staunch and real friend to toleration, sce
proofs, Somerville, Ch. 11, Ap. 2. ’ ’ : 3

§ I have said nothing upon the il success of that war---for Macpherson acknow -
ledges that ¢ William ought not to be blamed for the il suceess and misfortunes
of it.’

VoL, VIII, ~ R
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was the centre of all the political negociations of Europe. His judg-
ment, his prudence, his address, his delicacy, are equally conspicuous
in every scene of the Revolution. An event, which commenced
without confusion, was conducted withotit bloodshed, and accom-
plished without violence. Though he displayed not the power or
splendour of 2 meridian sun, he shone as the polar star, to which, in
preference to every other star in the firmament, the bewildered ma-
riner looks up for protection, and on which he relies, for security.
And if the testimony of an offended subject can extort our belief,
“he was renowned in the world for his steadiness to truth, Jjustice,the
laws and liberty, his country, and the protestant religion. - The
- world was filled with his fame, his friends adored him, and his ene-
mies melted before him.’* ¢ There was a simplicity, an elevation,
and an utility in all the actions of his life.’t ¢I counsider him as a

person raised up by God to resist the power of France, and the pro-.

gress of tyranny and persecution.’” § -

LETTERS FROM LORD ESSEX TO QUEEN ELIZABETH.-

TO THE EDITOR OF THE SCIENTIFIC MAGAZINE.

SIR, -
OF the authenticity of the following letters, I can sayno mote, than:
that the gentleman, among-whose papers they were found after
his death, had written on the backs of them—that he, as well as many
antiquarians and learned men of his acquaintance, believed them to be
original, ' 0.8.T.”
FIBST LETTER, '
‘ * September 6, 16c0.

¢ Haste, paper, to that happy presence, whence only unhappy I am.

banished. Kiss that fair correcting hand, which lays new plasters to
my lighter hurtes; but to my greatest wound applyeth nothing. Say
thou comest from : ' i

Pining, languishing, despairing -

SECOND LETTER, ,
o o September g, 1600 -
" Wornes, if you can, expresse my lowly thankfullnesse; but presse
10t sue nott, moane nott, least passion prompt you, and I by you both
be betrayed. Report my silence, my solitariness, my sighs, but not
my hopes, my feares, my desires, for myne uttermost ambicion is to
be a mutte person in that presence, where joy aud words would barr
speech, from~ o
The greatest Ladyes, in power and goodnesse,
‘ Humblest mutte vassall,

* Lord Howard’s letter lo King William. 1 Dalrymple,. % Burnet.




A FRAGMENT. ' 29

THIRD LETTER,
- July 26.
¢Ix your long trance, most dear and most admired Love, 1 must
gometimes moane, look up, and speak, that your majesty may know!
your servant lives. .I live, though sad inspirit unto death; yet moane
nott for impatience, as commonly sick men do. 1look up to your ma~
jesty, on earth, as my only physitian, yet look forno physic, till your
majesty, in your deepest wisdom and gracious favour, shall think the
crisis past, and the time fitt for cure.. I speak nott the wordes of my
lipps, but the wordes of mysoul; yet cannott utter that which most
concerns me, and should give my full heart greatest ease. Therefore,
1 say to myself, ly still, look down, and be silent. Your majesty ne-.
ver buryedalive any creature of your favour, and hath past your princely
word, that your correction is not intended for the ruine of your ma«
Jesty’s humblest vassall, :
' Pining, languishing, despairing,

THE DYING MIRA,
A FRAGMENT,’

L ] OES that rose look so gay, to mock my faded form?

# —1 will turn me from its beauties, while it remains
the symbal of what I once was—and wait the hour of evening, when,
it will become the emblem of what ] now am, .

The venerable oak, which stretches forth its bare limbs, whereon
no verdure sprouts, and in whose rugged trunk vegetation has lost its
powers, sooths my wounded heart, But that tree was long the glory
of the plain;—awhole age and more conducted it to a slow maturity,
and a long course of years has glided over its decay :—while I have
scarce attained the hour of vernal bloom, when I feel my approaching.
end, and a moment beholds me perish. , B .

But wherefore should I complain?-=My life has been without of-
fence; and that 1 die for love, cannot be imputed to me by the just
Being who gave me such atender heart—and clothed celestial virtue-
in the form 'of Horatio. : _ ‘

1 love heaven in him—and am going to an eternal participation of
it with him.—His form is mouldering away.—But what of that?—Our
souls are-still united—and my dust will soon mingle with his.—The
cypress that rises beside his grave, will soon cast its shadow over
mine I— ’

If his shade is suffered to haunt this lonely spot,—if his immortal
spirit quits its immortal abode to hover over. me—he will see the vic-
tim of his loss—nor will it disgrace even his celestial nature to feel the
glory of the sacrifice. : . ; :
" Ye ever-honoured authors of my being—ye tender guardians of my
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infuncy—ye faithful filends of my youth—regret me noty—ye will
soon see me no moye~—bue I shafl be happy.—

It seems as if Horatio's spirit waited impatiently for mine; that his
heaven cannot be perfect without me.—Does a disordered fancy de~
ceive me—or is he not en yonder cloud ?~—He seems to chide my de-
lay.—1 come, Horatio—De not impatient—Nature will soon resign me;
~—the bands ave loosening that tie me to the world;—one sigh more
—aund I am thine for ever '—

ANECDOTES.

OF FREDERICK THE GREAT OF PRUSSIA.

FTHERE was, during the late war hetween the Queen of Hungary
and the King of Prussia, an officer of considerable rank in the ser-
vice of the latter, whom his majesty detected in a correspondence witl
one of the Austrian generals: his majesty made no noise about the
affair, or the least alteration in his conduct towards the officer, with
whom, upon certain occasions, he conversed very familiarly. When
his majesty had got two or three of his letters into his possession, he
called him one day into his closet, and charged him with his offence,
laying at the same time the intercepted letters before him, Thede~
linquent trembled, fell upon his knees, and begged his majesty to
spare his life. The kiug commanded him to rise, and assured him he
would not put him to death, or even to disgrace. ¢ 1 believe,” said the.
king, ¢I can tell what instigated vou to this criminal action. Atsuch’
a time, I putsuchan officer over your head; was notthat the reason ?’
The officer owned it was. ¢ At thattime,” continued the king, ¢ I could
1ot inform you of the reason; atpresent I can, and will.”. The officer,
when he had heard him, acknowledged the king wasin the right, and
that, all eircumstances considered, he could not act otherwise than he
did. *Then,” said the king, ¢ we are even: you could not have a
greater pleasure in gratifying your resentment, than 1 have in forgiving
you. Say nothing of wirat has passed; but beware of doing any thing
of the like again.’ ‘ '
Some small time after, the king included this officer in a promotion,
and thereby restored him to his rank, for which he wentto return him
thanks, and vowed eternil fidelity. His majesty recgived him very
graciously, told &iim, . he knew he was a good engineer, and that he
would- confide to his care the fortifying a post of great importance.
The officar underteok the charge, and he executed it entirely to the
“king’s satisfaction, who expressed itin the most obliging manner, and
promised that he would very soon take an opportunity to reward him,
In the beginning of the next campaign, this officer, dining at the
table of marshal , observed that his excellency, after dinner, was
making up apacquet, which was to be sent to Berlin by his running
footman. The officer laid hold of this opportunity to entreat the mar-
shalto puta letter of hisin his pacquet, which he pulled out of his
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pocket ready sealed, and the marshal made not the least difficulty of
inclosing it with his own, and then delivered the packet to his ser-
vant. This man proceeded with the utmost expedition on his jour-
ney : but before he got half way to Berlin, he was stopt by an officer
of the king’s guards, who demanded his pacquet, ‘broke it open, and
took out the officer’s Tetter; and then .ordered the man to go onwith
the other letters, As he went from the marshal’s tent, the officer
was arrested, and brought the next day to the king, who shewed him
his own letter, in which wasa plan of the fortification; with instruc-
tions how it might be attacked and taken in a very short space. He
stood some time stupid and silent; atlast burst into tears, and again
begged his life. < Your life, said the king, is safe; and I might per-
haps have pardoned this treason, too, but your treachery to your friend,
and making him unwittingly a partner in your crime, I cannot forgive.
You must pass the remainder of your days at. Spandau;’ whither he
was conducted soon after, and set to work at the tail of a wheelbar-
row upon the fortifications. '
: LORD THURLOW. : o

Tuts great man, it is well known, was educated in the university
of Cambridge; and while there, was frequently engaged in alterca-
tions with the heads of the college to which he belonged. . In a fra~
cas with the dean of the college, being too free with his tongue, he
was asked—¢ whether he knew he was talking to the Dean#’ ¢ Yes,
- Mr. Dean,” said Thurlow; and never afterwards, while he remained
at college, saw him without reiterating ¢ Mr. Dean! Mr. Dean!”
which set them at variance ever after. When Mr. Thurlow was at-
torney-general, they met by accident; and the latter addressed his
old friend, unthinkingly, with < how do you do, Mr. Dean 2’ which so
hurt him, that he left the room without giving him any answer. Soon
after his lordship was made lord chancellor, he took an opportunity,
of meeting his quondam friend, and again addressed him with ‘< How
do you do, Mzr. Deax?’ ¢ Sir, replied he angrily, ¢ I am not now a
Dray, and therefore do not deserve the title.” ¢ But you are @ Dean,”
said his lordship, € and fo satisfy you that you are, read this paper, by
which yor will find you are Dean of . ; and I am_so convinced
you will do honour to the appointinent, that Tam very sorry any part,
of my conduct should have given offence to so good a man.” This
1s one among the many proofs, that no man kuew how, to do a noble
action better than Lord Thurlow. . '

‘OF ‘DR. THOMAS,
. "LATE DISHOP OF ROCHESTER. .-

TuE rector ofa parish in the bishop’s diocese being dead, and ano-
ther clergyman having the promise of the living, the curate waited
on his lovdship-to beg him to use his influence with the new incum-
bent, to have him continued in the curacy. Struck with the curate’s
appearance, he asked him how long he had been in his diocese ? and

finding, upon further enquiry, he had been a curate of the parish of
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27 years, and that he had a wife and five children, desired him

- 40 wait on him the following day. The curate was punctual; and as
soon as he was seated, ¢ you have,” said the bishap, ¢ applied to me for
the curacy; butfrom the good character I hear of you, you shall have
the rectory itself.” Shall I, by God #’ said the curate, (overcome with
joy and wonder ;) “Yes, &y the living God you shall,’ said the bishop ;
*and I am only sorry your worth bas beei so long unprovided fory

BEA]IRKAZZLE RESEMBLANCE IN THO T#WIN BROTHERS.

PASQUIER, in his Hisloire des Seigneurs de Scissome, gives an ac-
& count of two brothers who wonderfully resembled each other. It
is the most singular and curious we ever met with; for which reason
we have been induced to give it a place here:

« Nicolas and Claude Roussi, twin brothers, were born on the 7th
of April, 1548; they resembled each other so exactly, that their nurses ,
were obliged to put them on different coloured bracelets for a distin-
guishing mark. In proportion as they grew up, their resemblance
continued in the same perfection; their countenances, sizes, and even
the attitude of their bodies, were of such strict conformity, that the
most trifling difference was not discernible.. Their gestures, tone of
voice, method of acting, dispositions, and inclinations, tallied with each
othier in the most wonderful equability; insomuch, that when they -
were dressed alike, noteven their father could discern any difference
between them. : o

¢ They were educated at college, and afterwards introduced at
court; the eldest was page of the chamber to Anthony de Bourbon,
king of Navarre, and the youngest to Henry de Bourbon his son, af-
terwardsking of France. Charles 1X. was particularly partial to them ;

-he took greatdelight in looking at them, when they were both together -
among a number of other persons, to discover some mark of difference
between them; but neither he, nor any of his courtiers, could evep
distinguish the one from the other. ; :

¢ They wereboth excellent players at tennis, but the youngest was
the best. Sometimes when the eldest was playing, and appeared
likely to lose the game, he would feign some cause for quitting the

“party, go to his brother, change dresses, and send him to finish the
game, which he generally won by his superior play, without the dif-
ference being perceived by either the players or the persons about
them. -

< The eldest asked for the Viscountess d'Esclavole in marriage, and
obtained her promise. The youngest felt the same inclination; with-
out knowing of his brother’s'engagement, and on being informed of
it, he gave up the idea. Thus, says Pasquier, the same accidents
which happened to one in the course of his life, happened to the other;
the same diseases, the same wounds at the same instant, and even in
the same parts of the bodies; and when the youngest fell sick with the

5
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complaint of which lie died, at the age of 3o, his brother was affected
with the same complaint, but recovered by the greater abilities of his
physician. When he heard of his brother’s death he fainted away,
and remained for some time without any signs of life; he, however,
revived, and lived for many years after.” ‘

—

SINGULAR JNSTANCE
OF A CAPACITY TO ENDURE ABSTINENCE AND HUNGER IN
A SPIDER.

RELATED BY M. VAILLANT.

THE time I-spent at the Cape was not lost to my studies and pur-
suits. T had not only been able, with a part of what I had brought
with me from my journeys, to form an interesting collection; but
scarcely a day elapsed without my rambling into the country to pro-
-cure other articles by which to enlarge it. Nothing came amiss. to
me : beetles, flies, butterflies, chrysalides, nests, eggs, quadrupeds,
and birds of all kinds, had their value; and all served. either to fill up
a place in my cabinet, or as objects of study. At the house of Boers,
too, there was a kind of menagerie, to which I {requently resorted, in
order to make observations, dud sometimnes experiments. :
It was by means of this menagerie, added to what my own Jjour-
nies had enabled me to observe, that I succeeded in obtaining a
knowledge of the food, propensities, habits, and duration of life, more -
or less protracted, of certain animals, Some of these observations,
which are highly worthy the attention of naturalists, I shall publish
hereafter. At present I mean to ‘confine myself to a single experi-
ment, which, not falling in with the thread of my narration, would be
considered as foreign to i, and consequently can here only be in-
serted with propriety. , : P
I had often femarked that spiders spread their webs in certain soli-
tary and close places, to which it is very difficult for flies, and even
for gnats, to penetrate; and 1 concluded that, as these animals must
long remain without food, they were capable of enduring consider-
able abstinence and hunger, S o
To be assured of this circumstance, I took a large garden spider,
which I enclosed under a glass bell, well fastened round the bottom
_witl cement; and in this situation I left it for ten months together,
Notwithstanding this .deprivation of food, it appeared, during the
“whole period, equally vigerous and alert; and I remarkéd no other
alteration than that its belly, which at the time of its imprisonment ’
was the size of a nut, decreased inscnsibly, till at last it was scarcely
iarger than the head of a pin. ’ ‘
Lthen put under the bell another spider of the same kind. At
first they kept at a distance from each other, and remained motion-
less; but presently the meagre one, pressed by hunger, approached -
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and attacked the stranger. Itreturned several times to the charge;
and in these different conflicts its enemy, being deprived of almost ail
its claws, it carried them away, and retired to its former sitnation to
devour them. The meagre one itself had also lost three of its claws,
on which it equally fed; and I perceived thatits_plumpness was in
some measure restored by this repast. At length, the new comer,
deprived of all'its means of defence, fell the next day a sacrifice. It
was speedily devoured ; and in less than twenty-four hours the old in-
hahitant of the bell became as round as it had been at the first mo-
ment of its confinement.
.Other animsls can by no means endure the same degree of hunger.
An abstinence of a féw days is sufficient to destroy them ; and the
~term will be shorter or longer, according to the nature of their food.
Among birds, for example, the granivorous generally die in the space
of from forty-eight to sixty hours, while the entomophagi, those who
feed on insects, will hold out for a short time longer..
Butthose which can least bear abstinence are such as live on fruit;
a property that is owing, probably, to their stomach, which, digest-
ing more speedily, has more frequent need of aliment. This quick
digestion, however, is attended with one advantage,which is, that re-
duced to an equal degree of inanition by abstinence, the animal, if
assisted, will recover and resume its strength sooner than others.
With the granivorous species this is not the case. Debilitated to a
certain point, if nothing but the seeds on which they usually feed be
given them, they can never be restored ; their stomach having lost, in
_part, its power of digestion. The carniverous, ou the contrary, re-
‘tain their digestion to the last moment; and hence it happensthat, re-
ceiving the kind of food which is suited to them, an instant only is
Mecessary to their recovery. ' : '

_ABSENCE OF MIND._

THOSE who are subject to an absence of mind, are guilty of such
ridiculous actions, - and misapplication of their observations, .as
frequently occasion much embarrassment to the company which
they are in. Their blunders, however, are often productive of much
Jaughter. ) B

~ Moliere was frequently subject to-be absent. One day being in a
hurry to getto the theatre, he hired a coach to convey him there; and
as it did not go as fast as he wished, he got out, placed himselfbehind
the carriage, and endeavoured to push it forward. He did not per-
ceive his folly, notwithstanding the loud and general laughter of every
one that passed. When he got to the theatre, he was covered with
mud, and abused the coachm:n for having such a dirty carriage; nor
.did he know of what he had been guilty, until the coachman, after
‘Taughing till he was tired, toid him, -
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FREEMASONS REPOS;_TORY’,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS’ REPOSITORY.

iR, .

T wave the pleasurc of sending you what must certainly prove highly acceptable
to your Masonic readers. I have read many Sérmons on the subjéct of Free=
maseary, but this has afforded me more satisfaction»than all of ﬂlem. )

I am your’s, &c.
J. WATKINS:

MASONRY FOUNDED ON SCRIPTURE.

A SERMON,;

PREACHED BEFORE THE LODGES OF GRAVESEND,
ON NEW YEAR'S DAY, 17§z,

~5Y W. WILLIAMS; . a, )

3 . . 1} . - y - . .,
And what doth the Lord rYequire of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God? "Micam vi, 8, )

FTER the Grand Architectof the universe had with the greatest
X wisdom, and in the hicest proportion, formeéd this globe and all
other beings. that it inhabit, he last of all created Man, after bis own
Image, * a rational being, capable of happiness both here and here-~
after.  And in order to render him happy on ealth, placed him in
Paradise, wherg the whole universe seemed to be ransacked for his
pleasure; “and eveiy delight that could engage’ his attention or con-
tribute to his satisfaction was collected together:—where the whole.
creation was at his service, . and every individual being was placed
under his dominion:—where guilt had never yet entered to embitter
any human pleasures—Dbut where he was Jreeto exercise those rational -
faculties so graciously and freely bestowed upon him by his Creator.

Yet God, who kusw what was in man, foreseeing that these no-
bie faculties he had endowed him with, would naturally incline him
to society ; and that even all the pleasures of Paradise itself, without
@ companion, would fall short of procuring his present happiness ; did;
of his infinite goodness and m ercy, create a Help meet for bim; 1 and so
Man became not only a rational but also a social being, )

From whence we may observe, that all the pleasures of. Paradise
itself were insufficient to compleat the happiness of man without the
sweets of society :—and therefore, in the succeeding ages of the
world, when men began lo mulliply, § they occasionally formed thems

* Gen i, 21. t Johm i, 23, 1 Gen. il i8, § Gen. v, 1.

VOL, VI, 7
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selves into different companies or societies, each regulated by various
and particular customzs, and by peculiar sigus, lokens, and words ; by
which each member of that community was to be governed and dis-
tinguished, and separately known to each other from the restof the
world in general.

Thus, we find by the express command of God himself, that the
offspring of Abrabam was to be distinguished by every man-child *
among them being circwmcised: who by that means bove in their

- bodies the token of their covenant with God.—And thus when in pro-
cess of time, this token was become common to many nations as to
the Edomites, Ishmaelites, &c. the Fews, or Children of Israel, by the
immediate command of God himself were separated and set apart, as
a distinct sect, or peculiar people, and were distinguished from
the rest of the world, by the observation of singular rifes and particular
ceremonies—And thus again when the Gileadites demanded of the
Epbraimites, + who were desirous of repassing Fordan, to pronounce

- the word Shibboleth, they, by the peculiarity of their pronouncing
this word, and calling it Sibbolzeth, easily and readily, though it were

in the night, distinguished them from their own brethren, and im- -
mediately slew them. . : . ’

From which examples of antiquity we may learn, that even from
the earliest ages of the world, and that by the appointment of God
himself, mankind divided themselves into several societies, each re-
gulated by particalar laws, as well as they were distinguished by pe-
culiar customs. ' '

It must also be admitted, that the original end and design of such
separation from the rest of mankind, was principally to promote virtue
amd to suppress vice; and that those particular customs, rites, and cere-
monies, observed in each as characteristics, were constituted to keep
out the unknown, wicked, and profane; though in themselves thinps
indifferent, having, in their nature, neither real good nor evil; but
served only as a hond to cement and tie them together, and as afoken
to put them in mind of the obligation they lay under as social beings,
to perform-those weightier matters of justice and mercy, of brotherly
* {ove and relief to each other, as well as that natural and rational duty

of walking bumbly or truly with their God.

If then society be so essential to the happiness of man; if of Divine
Appointment, which the text itself confirms; the two first duties there
recommended being social ones, and they, with that rational duty of
walking humbly with God, comprehending the whole duty of man,
that society must certainly be good and desirable, whose grand and
fundamental principles are fo do justly, to love mercy, and to walk bum-
bly with God. : .

What I propose in farther discoursing on these words is,

First, to shew what is here meant by doing justly. Secondly, what
by loving mercy. Thirdly, what by walking bumbly with God.
Fourthly, 1 shall endeavour to shew that all persons, who really act

* Gen, xvii. 10, 1 Judges xii. 6.
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as Masoxs ought to do, are bound to perform these several duties.
And, lastly, shall make a briefapplication of the whole; und so con-
clude.
First, then, T am to shew what is here meant by deing justly.
- Doing justly implies that we render to every one their dut, custemto
swhom custom; tribute to whom tribute; bonour to whom benour, &c.*
That we do strict justice o all mankind, in every station and inall our
dealings; that we defraud 1o one,+ no not even of his good name,
but always keep a fongue of good report, | that speaks as well of our
brother behind his back as before his face; and that we should never
be enticed to deceive him;§ but constdntly endeavour both in deed
and word to live as an upright man; acting so much upon the square,
and living so much within the compass of our abilities, as never by our
necessities to be tempted to defraud him of his right: in short, the
whole duty of doing justly is suimmed up in the text of scripture:
Whatsoever yewould that men shouid do unto you, even so do unto them,
Jor thisis the lavw and the propbets. ||
I come now, in the second place, to enquire what is here meant by
loving mercy. o
1. Loving mercy consists in forgiving the injuries we receive {rom
others; § insubduing dur passions; inabhoring the dictates of malice and
vevenge; in notdoing our own will; in returning blessings for curses, *
and the like; having always in our view that bright pattern ¢f mercy,
Jesus Churist; who, when be was reviled, yeviled sot again; wben be
siffered, be threatened not; "but commilted bimself to him that judgeth
righteously .}
2. Loving mercy consists in pitying the miseries of others:{ for as
St. Paul advises, we must weep with them that weep.§ And the
Prophet Amos pronounces a Wo to them who do not thuspity the af-
flicted.  #, says he, fo them that are at easé in Sion,—and that drink
wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the chief ointments; but are
net grieved for the affliction of Joseph. ||
3. Loving mercy consists in relieving the necessities of our bre-
thren: Thus to bretberly-love we must add Christian charity or re-
Fef,q and that according to ourabilities, and to the necessities of those
who stand in need of our relief: for thus we are commanded to be
kindly qffctioned one lo another with brotherly-love, in boicur prefer-
ring one another® And in so doing we not only follow the direction of
the Apostle, butalso the example of the first Christians; who, we are
~informed, delermined every man accordéng to bis abilities to send relie f
to the bretbren which dwelt in Judew, and accordingly sent it to the
Elders, by the bands of Barvabas and Saul. ¢ -
[ come now, in the Third place, to enquire what is here meant by
walking bumbly with God. :

* Rom. xiil. 7.+ Mark x. 59, - I Jamesiii. 5, &c.~--Rom. xii. 18,
§ Prov. xxiv. 28, | Math, vl 12, 5 Ephesians iv. 32, * Muatthiv, gy,
Ty Pet dic 23, I Petiil. 8. § Rom. xii. 55, I Amos vi, 1, 6.
q 2 Pet, & 7. * Rony, xii. 10, 1 Acts xi. 29. 30,
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And first it implies, that we walk with God; and secondly, that we
awalk bumbly with God. : ’ N

Walking with God implies, that we in all our actions erideavour to
please him and strive to obey him; and this in the language of holy
scripture is frequently called walking with God : thus we are com-
manded to walk worthy of the Lord, unfo all pleasing, being Jaithful
in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God.* And
according to this phrase we read that Enoch walkedwith God: + And
so again, we are told of Neab, that he was a just man, “and perfect in
bis generations, and that be walked with God.§ By which expressions
it is plainly meant that they believed in and feared God, and that they
endeavoured to serve and please him with all their hearts: for thus
these texts are explained by the author to the Hebrews:§ where
vou will find that by this precept we are bound to believe in God, to
Tear him, to love him, and fo serve him; and that with freedom; for
his service is and must be perfect freedom: || with fervency, for he is
a Spirit,q and they that serve him must be fervent in spirit® when

thus serving the Lord : and with zeal, for Isaiah tells us, that we must
be cloatbed wilh zeal, as wilh'a clogh:+ and this especially in tife
most degenerate ages, according ‘to the example of Elijab, who, at
the time all Israel was gone @ whoring after theii otwn inventions, § was
still, in the midst of thatadulterous and wicked generation; very zealous
Jor the Lord of Hosts. § :

We must walk bum"ly with God, which, 1. consists in a due sense
and acknowledgment of our iniquities; || and ina hearty desire that
God will be merciful to us sinners: 9 and that with a consciousness of
the number of our sins, as well as the heinousness of their nature,
and 4 sincere repentance of them, ina thorough sense of our own cor-"
ruption, knowii:g with St. Paul, that i us, that is,in our flesh, dwel- .
Lzth nogood thing ;¥ and in confessing our frailty, that verily everyman
living is aliogelber vanily:t in acknowledging our dependance on
}iim for what we have, are, or do: forin bim we live, move, and have
our being : | and inadmiring and adoring the goodness of God, who has
broughtus out of the darkness of heathenish superstition and idolatry
into the true light of the gospel of his Son, and hath called us to this
state of salvation, § according to the Apostle, But ye brethren are nol
in darkness; ye are all the children of light, and of 1he day—Walk
therefore as children of light. | o i

2. Walking bumbly with God implies that we must venerate and
adore his infinite perfections, the depth of the viches both of 1be wis-
dom and knowledge of God, bis judgments thet are unsearchable, and
bis ways that are past finding out:q In despising all things in respect
of God: knowing that when we approach liim we should abdor our-
selves, and repent in dust and ashes : ¥—in renouncing our best works,

#* Col. i. 10 1 Gen. v. 22. 1 Gen.vi g, § Heb. xi. 5,6,7.

|| Liturgy of the Church of England. _ § Johniv. 24, * Rom. xii. 11,
+ Isaiah lix. 17. T Psalmcvi. 39. § 1 Kings xix. 1.4 I Jer. dii. 1302
1 Johni. 8, 9. & Luke xviil. 13. * Rom. vii. 18. + Psal. xxxix. 11,
¥ Acts xvil. z8.  § Heb. il 3. Il 1 Thess.v. 4, 5.---Eph. v. 8§ 9 Rom,xi, 33,
LR © T * Job, xlil 6,
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and attributing them not unto ourselves, but to the Inspirations of his
Divine Spirit and the assistance of his especial grace, saving, Nofunte
us ,0 Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give the praise, for thy lo-
ving-mercy and for thy truth’s sake : ¥—in thinking no duty below us
for the spiritual welfare of our Christian brethren, but in becoming all
things to allmen, that we mnight by any means save some; + in lowliness
' of mind, each esteeming another better than bimself; t in bearing the
reproaches and injuries of bad men with patience, the just reproofs .of
our friends with thaukfulness, and the corrections and-judgments of
God with an entire resignation and submission ; as knowing ourselves
to be offenders under the hands of justice.—In short, walking humbly
with God implies such a poverty of spirit,§ as will make us form our
actions and wills entirely according to the ‘directions of God revealed
to mankind in his lioly word. . _ o

We should reflect that as the operative.-Masox erects his building
according to the designs laid down by the architect for him on the
tressel-board, which is to direct his work; so ought we to raise our
spiritual building according to the designs laid down to us by the
Grand Architect of the universe in the bno/’:nfl{fe, the boly bible, our
spiritual tressel-board, which should always guide and rule our faith,
and obligate our lives and actions.

"That as the Mason in performing his work frequentiy tries cvery
minute part of it by the compass, square, level and plumb-rule, in order.
to give to each member its true and exact proportion, so should we
constantly try every minute action of our lives, whether it will square
with- God’s word, whether it is level with his commands, and upright
according to the plumb-rule of conscience, and within the compass of
innocency.—Wherever we find our actions in a direct and parallel
line with the precepts of the gospel of Christ, we mayassure ourselves
we are raising such a spiritual building, || as will be acceptable to God,
and will prove to us the noblest of: mansions, a bouse nvt made with
bands, cternalin the beavens: 9 But wherever we find them notin a
straight and upright line with the gospel, but stariing aside like a broken
bow,® we must there corréct and amend them; and must take great
care not to permit the like errors for the future to spoil the harmony’
and proportion of the whole. We must let no untempered mortar
destroy its firmness, + but must build it with duly tempered ‘mortar;
so that it may prove a building, which may be serviceable to us to all
eternity; and shew us to have been true and good Masons, such as
will at the Jast day be free and accepted of God; firee to the company
of him our Grand Master, and the good fellowship of his holy angels;
and free from the burden of sin and the dominion of Satun.

Lam now, inthe Fourth place, to shew that all persorts, who really act
as Musons ought to do, are bound, to perform these several duties.—
And here Tam not unacquainted with the invidious as well as arduous
task I have undertaken: for on the one hand I am sensible this new

* Psalm cxv. 1. 1 Cor. ix. zz. I Phil. il 3. § Mat. v. 3.
II'z Pet. ii. s, 4 z2Cor.v.1.  * Psalm.lxxviii. 57. 1 Ezek.'xiil. ro,
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sect,® as it has been ignorantly called, is almost every wbere spoken
against; * and on the other hand, it must he difficalt thoroughly to vin-
dicate it in the opinion of ignorant and over-curious meq, without di-
vulging those secrcfs, which must be ever kept sacred in a Mason's
heart, and can never be revealed to any person but to a true and law-
ful brother, and that upon a proper occasion. ,

¢ But, however licentious the present age may be; however apt to
sidicule every thing that is sericus and praise-worthy, or that they
themselves are unucquainted with; yet when I consider the sacredness
of this place, where weare met betore God, a place more immediately
set apart for Divine Worship, and for the instriction of God's people .
in knowledge and in truth; 1, as God’s mixnister, whose tongue should
never e, much less in the Instruction of his people, despair not to
meet with some credit, even fromn those, who, not knewing that we
have a good conscience, now speak cuif of us, as of evil dezrs, and to
make them ashbamed, who bave falsely accused vir good conversation in
Christ. + ‘

And first I would observe that Christianity itsel no sooner made
its appearance in the world, than,it was immediately attacked; and its
great minister 8t. Paul was, ou preaching Fesus and the resurrection,
accursed as a pestilent fellow, and a mover ¢f sedition among all the
Jews: 1 and yet when its doctrines came to be fully known, and the in-
wocency and simplicity of its-professors to shine before wise and dis~
creetmen, it daily gained ground, and Chiistivns increased so greatly,
that ina few ages the name of Christ was gone out info all lands, and
ihe sound of Christianity was beard even at the ends of the world. §

[TO BE CONTINUED.]

ROYAL CUMBERLAND SCHOOL.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' REPOSITORY.

SIR, :
][N periodical publications like your’s, it isa very common thing for
a writer to begin a short essay, with stating the great advantage

- the world derives from the ecasy method he has, by such means, to

communicate his se timents respecting any public benefit; as well as

* - the propriety of such a channel to convey cither pleasure, information,

or to be useful to mankind. Trite as this remark is, I confess I feel
its truth with irvesistable force; and also the expediency of soliciding
your aid in a peculiar manner, to call upon our Mdsopic Brdthers to
support their own excellent institution—the Bchoo!l in Bt George's
Fields for the female children of our indigent and distressed fraternity.

wan is naturally a benevolent creature; and I am inclined to think,
that if there exists a description of persons who endeavour to inculeate
this principle in an higher degree, and to a greater extent than others,

#% Acts xxviil 22, + 3 Per dil 16, 1 Acts xxiv. 5, - § Peaalmoxix. 4.
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it is our SocikEry. The advantages of Charity Schools have been .
often espatiated upon from our most sacred places; and+o a generous
mind arguments are unnecessary to establish the fact.—That this, like
the almost incredible number of other charities with which our happy
sountry abounds, is a laudable institution, all must allow; if it were
for no other purpose than that of producing a race of good and - useful
servants, who will have more than a liberal—a religions education.
But I trust even greater benefits are derived to society frem this cha-
rity; and in order to make these advantages more diffused, I am

- anxious, through your useful publication, to excite some abler pen to
suggest a plan to our Order, by which a permanent and certain revenue
will be secured to the institution.  Odious and unpopular as the term
taxation is, I nevertheless think, that a small sum collected on initiation
would be highly productive. On referring to the Masonic Calendar,
I perceive there are upwards of Five Hundred Lodges under the con-
stitution ; but of that number, I believe, on examination it will be fouad,
that not onz fourth part subscribe to this charity ! Surely, Mr. Editor,
this can only proceed from its great utility not being duly weighed,.
and properly recommended, by the R. W, Masters of the respective
Lodges. )

I'was present at the last Quarterly Communication, when an appli-

cation to the Grand Lodge was preposed, far permission to weara dis-
tinguishing badge being granted to a particular class of gentlemen,
who had, in the general opinion, been highly instrumental in serving
the soclety by superintending, &c. the Country Feast.* I hope those
gentlemen will be gratified in their wishes, and it will give me addi-
tional pleasure to hear, when some characteristic mark of distinction
is recommended to be worn by the Masters of all Lodges, who are
perpetual Governors of the Freemasons School. This may, perhaps,
act as stimulus to the whole body to follow the landable example “of
the thirteen, who alone appear, at present, to have liberally adopted
the three grand principles, by subscribing to that extent; and permit
me to add, if such aproposition is carried, and I ever have the honour
of filling the chair of our Lodge, I shall consider such ajewel equally
flattering, as the one I shall from my office be entitled to wear; and it
will always be esteemed by me as a type of the protection afforded to
a large ‘number of helpless females of ourindigent brethren. But
waving all honours, and recommending the higher gratification—the
pleasure arising from the consciousness of doing good—I shall con-
clude this letter, in the earnest expectation of seeing this subject better
treated in some of your future publications, by some other friend to
the institution, though not a more zealous one, than,

’ MRr. EpIToR,

Your constant reader, subscriber, and brother,
A JUNIOR WARDEN.

* Ttunust be remarked that many of the members of the Country Stewards
rd

Lodge have contributed liberally to the support of the School; and that several of
them and alsp their Lewises are life gOvernors. EDIT,
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“TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS’-BEPOSXTORY.

MR. EDITOR, _
}[ AVING had the honour of visiting the Shakespear Lodge on the
22d ult. I was highly gratified with the great spirit of universal
benevolence which pervaded every breast there. Thecase of the poor
helpless widow of a deceased brother with ten children, was men-
tioned, and instantly a subscription from the funds of the Lodge, .as
well as a private one, took place to relieve the distresses of ‘this un-
happy family. .
The Freemasons School (which I learntis a standing theme at their
elegant, hospitable, and festive board) then came under consideration;
and upwards of eighty pounds were subscribed in half-an-hour. Talso
learnt, that at the former meeting of this Lodge, which Wwas the first
for this season, fifty guineas were subscribed for the same laudabie
purpose. The R. W. in a short persuasive speech, afterwards ac-
quainted the lodge that a Concert will be performed on Thursday,
the gth February next, for the benefit of that charity, when imme-
diately one bundred and twenty tickets were taken and paid for by the
members present. :
Injustice, and as a small tribute of praise to this respectable lodge,
Trequest you will have the goodness toinsert thisin your excellent Free-
masons’ Repository; and above all, what induces me to ask this favout
of you, is, that other lodges may also be influenced to give their sup-
port to an institution, which so effectually relieves the distresses of our
indigent brethren, by completely providing for their helpless offspring.
: . . I remain, &c. '
A YOUNG BUT ZEALOUS MASON.
Dec, 24, 1796. .

MASONIC INTELLIGENCE.

LODGE OF FORTITUDE.

- MarpstoNE, Dec. 28, 1796.
"Y’ESTERDAY being the festival of St. John the Evangelist, the
same was celebrated by a very numerous meeting of the .
Fraternity {from the lodges in this county, and honoured with the
presence of our worthy and much respected Provincial. Grand
Master, Wirtiam Prrrect, Esq. from whom our exgellent Order

received, as usual, every useful and ornamental embellishment, Per- :

haps no’speech could be more expressive of the festival we weére met
to’ celebrate, than that which was delivered by him on this occasion;
and the churge was impressive, as the tribute he paid to the memory
of three Brethren deceased since our last meeting, was tender, re-
spectful, and pathetic, : '
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Essays, by 4 Socicty of Gentlemen at Exeter.  §vo, ages.  0s. boards.
2y ty o er. 8 573 pag
: ) Cadell gnd Davies.

PROVINCIAL literary societies are, we believe, of very modern date, at
i least in this country, and few of them have risen into any respefable no-
tice. That at-Manchester appears to have been the first to attraét the public
attention by the respeétability of its transations ; and the success which the
volumes published by that society have obtained seems to have excited a
spirit of emulation in other parts of the kingdom. The literary society of
Exeter has certainly the next place ; and this first volume of its produétion«
will give it great c.edit, and no doubt will szimulate its members to further
exertions. )

We are sorry, however, to find that jealousy and ill-will have attended the
publication of this volume, and that something like a literary warfare has taken
place in consequence of it. Such bickerings are often fatal to promising and
well-composed bodies, and must be peculiarly injurious to a society formed
of men of letters. But we shall turn fromthis unpleasing theme to the more
agreeable and. profitable employ, of reviewing the varicus contents of this
interesting publication. In a very modest, short, but well written adver.
tisement we are informed that ¢ These essays were read at the stated meet-
ings of a society, originally united by private friendship. When a number
of papers had accumulated, it was supposed, that a sele€tion from them, would
not be uninteresting; and, as in a miscellangous publication, no .advantage
could be attained by arrangeiment, the order, in which each member read dn
essay has been adopted.” “T'o the justness of this remark we readily accede,
but we think that the addition of the names of the authors would have been
no disadvantage to the work, and certainly would have been more agreeable
to the reader. S

‘The volume opens with an address to the society, which might have done
very well as an extemporanecus effusion, but possesses neither sufficient
ingenuity or excellence of language to give it credit where it now stapds.
This is followed by ¢ lines read at the second weeting ;> which are, indeed, a
very curious composition. ‘The poet begins by giviag auricylar organs to a
1iver:

" A theme invites---a rugged wqrd the théme,
That ne’er was heard by thé castalian steam.
_Some merit is then taken by the author from the simgularity and difficulty
of his undertaking, which is ;
¢ To trace the birth, the piogress of a cLus.”
. We are nesit presented with a long ¢ vindication of the chara@er of Pindar,
and a translation of two of his odes.” The poet has been charged with vena-
lity by some scholiasts, and translators have given strength to the accusation
by the turn which their versions have taken of the eleventh Pythian Ode, and
thesecond Tsthmian. ~ The essayist enters at large into the defence of the old
ard; and it must be confessed, that his arguments are decisive, and his
transiations de hiw credit both as 2 scholar and a poet, a
VOL, VIIT, %3 '
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The fourth essay contains ¢ remarks on the early popuiation of Italy ang
Europe,” in whiclt there is much curious disquisition and considerable inge-
nuity. 'The author seems to favour the notion of an oriental emigration.

Essay the fifth is ¢ on some of the niore remarkable British monuments in
Devon.” The monuments which dre here described are the Cromlech and
the Logan-stone, in the parish of Drewsteignton—the rock-bason on & com-
mon near Dartmoor, and the barrow on Haldown with an wrn-found in it.
Of these antient and curions remains. very neat representations are given.
The inost considerable’is ¢ the ChoaLEcH which is situate on 2 farm called
Shelstone in the parish of Drewsteignton (so named I should conceive, not
from the Norman Diago, as Risdon hath asserted) but fron: this and other
relics therein remaining, appropriated to the Denids, simply deriving its ap-
pellation from the residence of the Druids on the river Teign. The Crom-
lech here, is perhaps, the most perfet in the kingdom. The covering-stone
or quoil hath three supporters; it rests on the pointed tops of the southern
and western ones; but that on the north side upholds it on its inner inclining
surface somewhat below the tp, its exterior sides rising scveral inches higher
than the part on which the super-incumbent stone is Iaid. This latter sup-
porter is seven feet high—indeed they are all of such an altitude, that I had
not the least difficulty in passing under the impost ere€t, and with my hat
on; the height, therefore, of the inclosed area, is at least six feet. Of the
quoil I made a mezsurement, and found the dimensions to be froni the north
to the sonthern edge, fourteen feet and a half; and from the east and west, it
was of similar fength. These edges or angles seeming to Jpresent themselves
(as far as I could muake an observation from the sun) exadlly to the cardinal
points. The widtl across was ten feet. The formt of this stone was oblate,
not gibbous, but rounding from the under face, rising from the north about
thirteen inches higher than in the other parts ; yet so plane oh its saperficies
that T could stand on it, or traverse it without apprehension of danger. That
the Cromlech “vas @ monument of the Britons, there can be no doubt; bus
that it was a Draidical altar, and of old, applied to sacrificial uses, cannot
now be ascertzined.  Borlase and others who have treated this subjed, judge
the species of monament te have been sepulchral y and there is reason for the
suppusition, siuce they are oftén found erected on barows, which are
avowedly sepulchral. Tndeed, in Ireland, the matter hath been sufficiently
elucidated ; for bows have been absolutely found in the area which some of
themyinclosed. ‘Though Borlase, therefore, failed in Cernwall, it rests on
more than probability, that, to whatever other purposes it might have been
applied, the use and intent of the Cromlech, that is, the crooked (or as some
interpret the word, consecrated stones) was primarily to distinguish and do
honour to the dead; and at the same tune to inclose the veneruted relique by
placing the supporters and covering stone in such a manner as to be a security
for them on every side.”~————¢¢ Tl ignorance of succeeding ages not being
able to comprehend how such stupendous edifices conldl be constru&ted by the
common race of mertals, have attributed them to giunts and demons; but
although we derive from the mechanical powers a varicty of succours in the
transporting and raising large and ponderous bodics, of which we -well know
the founders of these monuments could not have the assistance, yet it hath
been well observed, that great things might be accomplished by mén of such
‘mighty force, as we are certain’ many of these antient tribés possessed in
strength and remarkable stature, co-operating rogether. The lances, helmets,
swords, and other arms which Lave been preserved in the museums of the
‘cwrious, the accoutrements of the heroes of other times, are a full convi@ion
«of tiwir vust size, and are objetts of curiosity and astonishinent to those whose

.
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ancestors are repufed to have wiel'ded them. This_\ circmpstnnce, however, 18
ot solely applicable to Europe; for by our later discoverieswe learn, that the
Americans (particularly those of Pern) unaided by engines we apply to these
purposes, have raised 1ip such vast stones in building their temples and for-
fresses, as the archite® of the present tiines would, perhaps, not hazard the
attempt to remove. Onuc may, however, conceive that perseverance, united
with strength, might be enabled to convey snch immensestones from one place
to another, by means of the lever and artificial banks. Down the slopes of these
they might cause them to slide, and afterwards set them upright by letting
them down into perpendicular pits ; having, by the sams means, placed their
transoms on them, they might clear away the mound which they had raiseds
1 shall quit the discussion of the Cromlech with the conclusion, that most
probably they were ¢ tumuli honorabiliores’—that they were the appropriated
ynonuments of chief Druids, or of princes; and this Is confirmed by the appel-
lation of the famous Cromlech in Kent, knowi by the name of Ket’s Coily~-
house, -being the sepulchral monument, or quoil, over the body of Catigeon,
a British Prince, who was slain in a battle, fought with the Saxons near
Aylesford, in the year 455.” ' o _

Tn our next we shall give a review of the remaining contents of this very
yespeftable collettion. !

The Procecdings of the Gavernor and Assembly of Jemaica in regard to the Marson Negroes «
publisbed by Qrder of the Assembly.  Ta which is prefized, An Introductory Account, con-
taining Observations on the Disposition, Character, Manners, end Habits of Life, of the
Maroons, and a Detail of the Origin, Progress, and Termination of the late War between
thase People and the ¥ hite Inbabitants, 8vo. Pages 200. Frice 55.  Stockdale.
THIS work is the prodaftion of Mr. Bryan Edwards, the well-known

author of the History of the West Indies. An advertisement prefixed in-

forms us, that it was originally compiled to gratify public curiosity, but that
it is now given to the world from another motive, viz. to enable it to judge
correétly of the proceedings of the government of Jamaica with respeét to the

{ate Maroon war,

The Maroons were a part of the Spanish slaves, who, in 1655, when
Jamaica was conquered by the English, remained in the mountains and fast-
nesses of the island, and from their retreats continually disturbed and harassed
the British settlers. Their numbers were, at various times, increased by fu-
gitive slaves; and in 1730 they were grown so formidable as to threaten the
destruétion of the whole colony. An almost constant war was carried on
between the planters and them till 1738, when Mr. Trelawney, the then
governor, made overtures of peace, which they accepted ; by which = 500 acres
of land were assigned to them and their posterity for ever.  This treaty hap-
pily put an end to the tedious and ruinous contest.

‘Thas far Mr, Bdward’s account s extrafted from Long’s History of Ja-
maica; but he continuss the narrative from where that writer left off; and,
“after some pertinent reraarks on the charadter and manners of the Maroons,
traces all their subssquent revolts to their proper origin,

¢ The clause in the treaty, by which these people were compelled to reside
within certain bounduries i the interior country, -apart from all other ne-
groes, was founded, probably, on the appreliension that, by suffering them
to interinix with thé negroes in slavery, the example which they would
thereby continually present of successtul hostility, might prove contagious,
and create in the minds of the slaves an imputience of subordination, and a
disposition for revolt: but time has abundantly proved that it was an ill-
judged and a fawal regulation. The Maroons, instead of being establishad

-
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into separate hordes or communities, in the strongest parts of the interior
country, should have been encouraged by all possible means to frequent the
towns, and to intermix with the negroes at large. All distinétion between
the Maroons and the other free blacks would soon have been lost ; the greater
number would have prevailed over the less: whereas the policy of keeping
them a distinét people, continually inured to arms, introduced among them
what the French call an esprit de corps, or a community of sentiments and
interests: and concealipg from them the powers and resources of the whites,
taught them to feel, and at the wume time highly to overvalue, their own re-
lative strength and importance.’

Mr. £, suspets that the Maroons, with all their seeming fury and qffefled
bravery, are far below the Whites in persofal valour; and this he chiefly
infers from their mode of fighting in real war, which is a system of stratagens,
bush-fighting, and ambuscade: yet he seems to allow that the Whites once
thought otherwise : .

¢ Possibly, he observes, their personal appearance contributed, in some
degree, to preserve the delusion: for, savage as they were in manners and
disposition, their modé of living and duily pursuits undoubtedly strength-
ened the frame, and served to exalt them to great bodily perfection. ~Such
“fine persons are seldom beheld among any otber class of African o, native
blacks. Their demeanour.is lofty, theif walk firm, and their persons erect,
Bvery motion displays a combination of strength and agility. The musclés
(neither hidden nor depressed by clothing) are very prominent, and strongly
marked. Their sight withal is wonderfully acute, and their hearing remark-
ably quick.’ : ’ .

After this Mr, Edwards entets into a regular historical account of the
Maroon war of 1795 and 1756 ; and we are sorry our limits will not allow us

to enter into a detail of the falts he relates. The deaths of colonels Sandford

and Fitch were circumstances which so emboldéned the revolters, that they
carried theiy cruelties into every part of the island ; and miore vigorous mea-
sures were thought necessary, ‘The military were increased, and it was
determined to imake use of dogs; and for this “purpose forty Spanish hunters
and about a hundered of those animals were imported from the Spanish main,
Such extraordinary accounts were iminediately spresd of the savage natare
and appearance of these animals, as made a surprising impression on the minds
of the negroes.  Though, generally, not larger than tiie Biitish shepherd's
dog, these dogs of Caba were represented as equal to the mastiff in bulk,
to thebull-dog in courage, to the blocd-hound in scent, and to the grey-hound
in agility, These reports had.a powerfu] and salutary effeft on the fears of
the Marcons, and soon brought about a negotiation, followed by & treaty.
‘This treaty, together with the correspondence between Lord Balcarres and
General Walpole, and many other interesting papeérs, the reader will find
among the Proceedings of the Governor and Assembly of Famaica ; which make
wmore than one half of the present volume.: The final steps taken, in confor-
mity with rhe treaty, are thus related by Mr. Edwards ; '

¢ Soon after the subsequent minutes were printed by order of the assembly,

his Majesty’s ship the Dover, with two transports in company, havihg on
bourd the Trelawney Maroons, (in number about siz hundred) provided with
ull manner of necessaries, as well for their accommodation at sea, as for the
change of climate, sailed trom Blue-fields in Jamaica, for Halifax in North
America, the beginning of last June. They were accompanied by William
Drwes Quarrel and Alexander Ouchterlony, Esquires, comnissioners ap-
pointed by the Asscnbly, with guthority and instrultions (subjeft to his

;
!
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Majesty’s approbation and further orders) to purchase lands in Lower Canada,
.or where else his Mujesty should please to appoint, for thefuture establish--
ment and subsistence of those Maroons, as afree people. The commissioners
_had orders withal, to provide them the means of a comfortable maintenance,
until they were habituated to the country and climate. The sum of 235,000l.

‘was allowed for those purposes,’ «

_ Mr. Edwards writes with the energy of a man who 1s well acquainted with
his subjeft, and who is convinced of the truth of what he advances; and
“he.expresses himself in a perspicuions and dignified style. A few of Ins re-
fle&tions we might feel oursélves inclined to controvert ; and we might observe
that, in some places, his great though just abhorrence of feenrousness appears
“to make hiin rather trench upon Zberty :—but his work has the important
merit of clear arrangement, pefsonal knowledge, local aceuracy, and official
authority. .

An authentic' dccount of the Shaksperian Manuscripts, &c. By W. H. Ireland, 8vo.
! ’ Pages 43.  Price 15, Debrett.

THIS. pamphilet professes to be a complete elucidation of the mystery of
the Shaksperian papers, laid before the world by the elder Ireland.

¢ Ti justice to the world, (says the author) and to remove the odium under
which my father labours, by publishing the manuscripts brought forward by
ime as Shaktspear’s, T think 1t necessary to give a true account of the business,
hoping that whatever may ‘occur in the following pages will meet with favour
and forgiveness, when considered as the aét of a boy.” -

Mr. W. H. Ireland proceeds to state every circumstance that accompanied
the fabrication and produltion of the MSS. His father has long been known
as an enthusiastic admirer of the genius of our immortal bard ; and this ad-
.miration first suggested to.the son (as he states) the idea of imposing on his
credulity. A visit to Clopton-house, in Warwickshire, forwarded Lis inten-
tions ;- and he shortly after produced the lease between Shakspear, Heminges,
and Frazer. The other MSS. followed in succession.  But suspicions being-
entertained of their authenticity, and reports, Injurious to his father’s credit,
being industriously spread, he was induced to disclose the secret to Mr.. Al-
bany Wallis, and at length to lay the present statement before the public.
The pamphlet concludes with & solemn declaration as to the falts stated.

¢ Before I conclude, I shall sum up this account, and am willing to make
affidavit to the following declarations, as well as to the whole of this narra-
tion. '

¢ First, I solemnly declare that my father was perfetly unacquainted with
the whele affair, believing the papers most firmly the produftions of Shak-
spear. , L

¢ Secondly, ¢ That I am myself both the anthor and writer, and have had no
aid or assistance from any soul living, and that I should never have gone so
far, but that the world praised the papers so much, and thereby flattered
my vanity. :

¢ Thirdly, < That any publicztion which may appear, tending to prove the
manuscripts genuine, or contradict what is here stared, is fulse; this being the
true account. s WL H, Ireland,

_¢ Here then I conclude, most sincerely regretting any offenceI may have

giwven the world, or any particnlar individual, trusting at the same time, they
will deem the whole the a& of a boy, without any evil or bad intention, but
harried on thoughtless of any danger that awaited to ensnare him.

¢ Should I attempt another play, or any other stage performance, I shall
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hope the public will lay aside all prejudice my condu® may have deserved,
and grant me that kind indulgence which is the certain inmate of every Lng-
lishan’s bosom.”

With respect to the first of these declarations, we think it cannot be doubted,
- that the elder Ireland was altogether ignorant of the origin of the papers.
‘With respect to the second, we think the world as much in the dark as ever:
forit is hardly credible that a young man, 18 years of age, who was engaged
in the drudgery of an attorney’s office, could find leisure to compose and.
write what, pgriwd facie, must have been the labour of years, This young
man’s folly must equal his venity, if he supposes the world will credit so gross
an inconsistency, Besldes that the present pamphlet is so contemptible a
composition, so inaccurate in style and grammar, that it canuot be from the-
aathor of the MSS.which, with many defzéts, certainly possess much genius and
erudition.  This judgment we gave in our critique on Vertigern in a former
number.*  Upon the whole, therefore, we give it as our decided opinien,
that if there be forgery, it is the forgery of men of very superior talents fo
Mr. W. H. Ireland. As to the third declaration, it is merely standing for-
ward boldly, and saying, ¢ Whoever contradiéts me, is a lyar,™ .
We have bestowed rather more notice on this extraordinary pamphlet, than
we ordinaily do on productions of its size ; but the many and various opin-
ons on the subje&, have induced s to treat of it at some length. And we
cannot conclude without adding, that this ¢ authentic account™ appears to
¥s to envelope the matter in still greater mystery. . ‘ .
A specimen of an attempt to imitate Shakspear is inserted in the pamphlet;
which our readers wiil find among our poetry for this month, ’

Mr. Ireland’s Vindication of bis Conduct respecting the Publication of the supposed Shakspear
MSS. being a Preface or Introduction to @ Rep'y to the Critical Labours of My. Malone, in
his ¢ Enquiry info the Authenticity of cerlain Papers,” &c. &c, 8vo. pages 48. Price 25,
Faulder. .

THE iatention of the elder Ireland, in this pamphlet, s to clear his cha-
vafter from the foul aspersions which have been thrown on it respeting the
publication of the Shakspear Papers. After the account we have given of the
pamphiet of jus son, in the last article, it is almost unnecessary to enter into
a detail of this, An advertisement prefixed will best speak Mr. Ireland’s
intention. ’ -

¢ The following sheets originally formed a part of a work now in consider-
able forwardness, as a reply to Mr. Malone’s critical labours on the subjeét of
the Shakspear MS3. The body of this work required considerable research,
and sc large a portion of time for its completion, as to render some further
delay unavoidable in the publication of the whole.  But this part of the work
having been completed and ready for the public eye, I have yielded to the
importunities of my friends, who hive suggested to me the necessity at this
moment, of laying before the public such further particulars as relate to my
conduct therein. It will be observed that I have adverted in the course of
the following pages to Mr. Malone: and if the animadversions sheuld be
deemed irrelevant, I trust, that no other apology is necessary, than the inti-
mation already given, of my having intended this Vindication as an intro.
dudtion tothe work alluded to, 2und therefore that it was a inore eligible plan,
not to make any deviation from the method, I at nrst determined upon
pursuing.,

* Vol vi. ps27,
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¢ A recent circumstance, with which the public is well acquainted, seems
to call for this Vindication, and even (painful as it is) to impose the measure-
upon me as a solemn duty, and obligation. I allude to the public statement,
made by my son. The world to which he has appealed, will jedge and pro-
pounce upon the truth of the allegations, and the weight of the testimonies,
which he has laid before them. I beg to assure the public that the refutation
of Mr. Malone’s book shall be brought forward with all possible speed; in
which, whether the papefs imputed to Shakspear are genuine or not, it will
be clearly shewn, that he embarked in this enquiry as utterly destitute of the
information of a philologist, and the acumen of a Critic, as it will, by his
gross and repeated personalities, be manifested, that his selfish and interested
views have made him throughout lose sight of the manners of a gentleman.”

Mr. Ireland, in the course of his Vindication, relates every fact as it oc-
curred, and we are convinced, from the documents he has produced, that he
is perfeétly innocent of the charge either of deception or duplicity; .and that
if the world have been deceived as to the authenticity of the MSS. Mr. Ireland
has been deceived also. ‘This pamphlet being only the introduétion to a
greater work in reply to Mr.Malone, does not enter into any enquiry as to the’
internal evidence of the papers. Mr. Ireland, however, zgmmadverts in a very
proper and spirited manuer on the scurrility contained in the ¢ Inquiry™ of
Mr. Malone, and the labours of the other psendo-critics.  After summing up
the evidence in his own favour, to clear up his charalter and integrity, he
proceeds to state what the further continuation of the work will be direéted to.

¢ The other part of this work will be allotted to an investigation of the cri-
tical attacks, that have been direfted against the papers, m which I trust
that Mr. Malone will be completely refuted. Perhaps it might be expelted
of me, that I should advert to the other antagonists, who have appeared in
the field of the controversy. Of the first of these publications, entitled, « A
Letter to George Steevens, Esq. containing a Critical examination,” 8. &e.
as it has been abundantly refuted in o very able pamphlet, entitled, ¢« A
Compirative Review of the opinion,”” &c. &c. I shall say ncthing further.
*One Waldron likewise, has waded into the controversy, a bad altor and a
worse critic. These are men, on whom I shall not animadvert., They who
mistake their vanity for their capacity, and suppose that they are qualified to
perform what they have presumption to attempt, are a tribe, on whom admo-
nition will be wasted, and rebuke will be superfluous. , '

¢ But I have confined my reasoning to Mr. Malone; because, as he is known
to the world by what may be emphatically called his literary laboxrs on other
occasions, so has he distinguished bimself by the bulk of his criticisms on,
this. What Dr. Warburton said of poor Theobald, he would have said with
infinitely more justice of this critic: *“ That what he read he could transcribe;
‘but as what he thought, if ever he did think, he could but ill express, so he
read on; and by that means got a charatter of learning, without risquing
the imputatien of wanting a better talent->> In the part, however, which he
has iaken in this controversy, he has brought the only literary quality he has,
that of patient, and laborious research, into suspicion. Whether it be the
instinlive property of dulness to be dark, ‘and bewildered, in proportion to
the efforts it makes_to be bright and perspicuous, or that though he has much
reading, he has not enough for the office he has arrogated, it is certain that
his book abounds with so many blunders, and overflows with so much pre-
sump'tion, that it seéms a sort of mized animal, engendersd betwzen a per»
severing dulness on one side, and an envious mind on the other. ‘

¢ If I succeed in proving what I have asserted, I shall do avery essential
service to lterature itself. I shall have ridded the literary world of a sort
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of usurper. I shall have pulled from his di¢tatorship a man, who has aspired
with the most presumptuous arrogance to a kind of oracular dignity on these
matters. I shall have rescued the understandings of the public from the do-
minion of a critic, who, relying on the bulk of his labours, and the ponderous
mass of his researches, lLas attempted to give Jaws on alk topics of literature
and criticism.’

My, Treland, throughout his pamphlct, writes as a scholar and a gentle-
man; and replies to unjust Insinuations in the dition of indignant and
wounded feelings. And when the more immediate reply to Mr. Mualone
1s produced, we doubt not it will convinee the world, that if the MSS. be
a forgery, Mr. M. Is not the critic to detett it.# This was our opinion in
our perusal and review of the Inquiry ; and this opinion we at present sce
no reason to change.

Thoughts on a sure Metbod of annually reducing the National Debt of Great Britain without
imposing additional Burdens on the People: and which at the same TLime will lend to di+
minish the Number of Poor Persons, and gradually asnibilate ihe Poor-rates. By
Matthias Koops, Esq. 8v. pages 42. Price ts. Symonds.

MR. KOOPS is one among the many who stand forward, in a period of’
public exigency, with a scheme to relieve the distressed state of the finances:
His plan to liquidate the national debt is by an Universal Tontine, paying

3 per cent. simple interest to the subscribers, and applying the compound
interest to the purchase of stock.

¢ The foundation of a General Toutine, Insurance, and Univeisal Annuity,
established on such an extensive scale, as to suit every class of the community;
and so permanent as to be honoured by age, and to provide for the widow
and fatherless, will alleviate as much of human misery, as human calculation
can foresee.

¢ By such an establishment, or institution, it is conceived, that such pro-
visien would be made for individuals, of every class or deiomination in life,.
as would prevent their feeling the hardship of poverty and distress in the de-
cline of life, and at the same time protet the community at large against the
heavy charges with which it is burdened by the improvidence and dissipation;
or incidental misfortunes of individuals. '

¢It remains now toillustrate how sucha public institution may operate greatly
to reduce annually the national debt, and extinguish it in a space of years.

¢ The author before he enters into the discussion of this object, begs leave
to obseive, that this plan is established on  sure basis: all the calculations
of his varicus clisses and numerous tables are founded on three per cent;
simple intercst; the nation has therefore to reap the benefits which avise by
compound interest, and from the higher interests, which accmmulate by’
placing the capitals received into the treasury, in the public funds, or other -
securities; for which reason he divides his observations into two classes:

First. © If the said institution should be established in the three kingdoms
far voluntary subscribers, with leave for foreigners residing in other countries
to be admitted members.,

Secondly. ©1f the establishment shouid be made compulsory.’ .

The Author proceeds to illustrate these two classes by a variety of observa-
tions and tables; to detail which would be to extra&t the whole pamphlet.
‘We must, therefore, refer our readers to the work itself, in which, with many
inaccuracies of style, (excusable in a foreigner) they will find much accurate
calculation and sound sense. )

* For a Review of M. Malone's Inquiry see our volume vi, p. 268,
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Y H. J. PYE, ESQ. POET LAUREAT.

O’ER the vex'dbosom of the deep,
When, rushing wild, with franuc haste;
The winds, with angry pinions, sweep
The surface of the wat’ty w ;
Tho’ the firm vessei proudiy brave

The inroad of thagiant wave,

Tho’ the bold Seaman’s ducntless sonl
View, unappall’d, the moustains roll;
Yet still along the murky sty,

Anxious, Ke throws th” enquiring eye,

If, haply, through the glovm that round
~ himlow’rs, .

‘Shwots one refulgent ray, prelude of hap-

pler hours.

II.

So Albion, round her rocky coast;

W hilé loud the rage of ba.tle rours,

Derides invasion’s haughty bou.t,

Safe in her wave-encirdled shores ;

8:ill safer in berdauntléss Bund; — [land,

Lords of her seaz, and Guitrdiuns of her

W hose patrict zéal, whose bold cprise,

Frize; as the sterms of dahrer rise;

Vet temyp'ring Glory's avdent flune

With gentle Nercy’s milder claim, [eve,

She bends from scenes of bived th’ averted

And courts the charns of PPece mid shouts
of Victory. )

-

.

8he cousts i1 vain, the ruthless Foe,

Preep drencli’d with blood, yet thirsting
sull fer more,

Dexaf to the shrieks of »gonizi ‘g woe,

Viewswith rapacious eye each neighbour-
shore; {cries,

¢ Ame be th’ internal sway,” aloud she

¢ Where'er my sword prevais, g coa-

q’ring banner flies:” .

: v,

Genius of Albion; hear! [ing sp-ary
Grasp the stroug shield, and lift tieave. g-
ths thy daantless sons of yore
1 Gallia’s crest viciorious tore,
ily-bluz ndse'd,

K zh tiog.aued seld;

By rash beria’s naval pride, [stonny tide;
Whelmnd by Fliza’s parks beneath the
Call furh thy waerior race -ain, Tstrung
Lreath ng trane entmc hi soul noprog
Ty atgs, (0 aTmE, VOO cadign-stialg: b
CCNow set the battle in ara Tdisplay:

¥YOoL., VIIIL

A

¢« The Oracle for war dec’ares, [ .pears'

¢« Syceess depends upen oar hearts ard

¢¢ Britons, sirite home, reveng: jyour

 tountry’s wrong8, . .

“ ¥ight and record yourselves in Druid’s
sougs!’’

THE AFFLICTED PARENTS,
AN ELEGY
By DR. WM. PERFECT.

mid have pierced our heart to have duhzid
s fullowing the Lreathiess boy 10 nis long

¢ Doubtiess ir

«1p the whispers of yon vocal gréve,
Fast by a streamlet’s willbw-crested side,
A cottage stoed--the fane of mutual love---
With each sequeat'red ¢harm diverssified.
The little freehold Corvdon possess’d,

QOne dmple mead twotomely cows sustain’d;
Of hops oneacre his own labows dress'd,

A yeurly bev'rage from its crops he gain'd.
Maidof his choice, Pastoraof the mill,

For charms in debt to nature’s aid aloue,
In youth he join’d; the nuptialbed o fili,
And found in hereach nuptial bliss his dwn.
Twelve golden autumtis had their colvses

yih
Sin e that whith bless’d their manion witha
boy; ’

No daughter added, nor no other seti,--~

He grew his pavent’s undivided joy.

Gft as I've shaf’d the evening cup of ale,

And giva Virginia's plant to azuve fune,

Attenzive list’ning 1o the storied tale

Vyémark'd the boy inallhis sromis’d sloom,

What joyhasbrizhi'ned in exchparent’seye,
When, 0 some szhbath’s sacred text re-.

. ferr'd, ’

The youth has made a pertinent reply,

And crown’d with praise liis answer has
been heard:

W hatwas the father’sand themather’s pride,

W han the seveol custom gave the Plecetowrite

At fastive Christmasand gay Whitsunside, -

The wali receiv'd this piedge ol'their delight,

To every visitor ambitionshows
The fair produstion of so young a quill;
The buds of Genius which the lines disclose
Make all presage thescholar to fulfitl.
plenty itom her cornu-copix give

s pibnte richer thao the year belore,
With grateful heart would Corydon receive
Fach zugrentation to hislitile siore,

G
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Blest to imaginc every small increase

A father’s wishes for his child would crewn,

His youth protect with competence in peuce,

And shield his manhood from mistortune’s
froven,

Did twins Pastora’s fav'rite ewe preduce,

IHer cleanly dairy with profusion glow;

She wish'd the'profits for no other use

Than on her darling Edwin te bestow.

Ah whatavailsthe father's fiait’ring thought?

Ah what avails his captivating hope ¢

The mother’s fondness with endearments
fraught?

Each pleasing view thro' fancy’s telescope ?

Of every hope, of every wish the bicom,

(Let grief parental teach the tear to fiow)

He fell an early victim to the tomb-- [woe.

Who knows a parent’s heart must feel their

Thesce eiluschang’d,letsympathy ofgrief,

Unhappy Corvdon, thy sorrows share;

But how shail condolence aftord relief

fosad Pastora, with disheveil’d hair?

JFrantic and wild she heaves the burden’d
To melancholy sinks a willing prey, [sigh;
Views the youth’s obsequies with streaming
Nor wishes death his menaces to stay. [eye,
In vain did Corydon advice impart,

With manly fortitude his sighs suppress;

‘By comfort strive to so.the her anguish'd

heart,

And urge theiroffspring’s endless happiness.
In vain remenstrance friendly counsel 'lent:
Within the course of vne succeeding year,
Her life with ceaseless famentations spent,
In sad provession borne I mank'd her bier.
Afilicted Corvdon exerts his sense
in ail the nianliiess of silent woe;

‘¢ No wrong," hecries,** canMercy's God

dispease : [kuow?

The ways of heaven shall man pretend to

See in yon sacred spot, the yew tree nigh,

Tive graves are closed with one sepulciwal

stone,

Epgrav'd by Coryden, ivith many a sigh,
cery criy Ly witl-—mcud let thar witl be

[N

Fras heas
done.”’
The sufl’ring sage to solitude resign’d,
> Fwas mine to provethesy i
To check the painfol startings of Hiid,
And cen.olation’s healing balm to tend,

- TO THE MEMCRY OF LAUR
. BY THE SAME,

s the hand naid of

*ys 2nd peace dweit in

00t

Mo common anguish wr
heart,

No vulgarsorrow paints my bosom’s smart ;

Laura, I ween -~ Otway, could my lays,

f.ike thine, my temples decorate with bays,

Melpomene should ther unfold her pow'ys,

»-=Q%r the Bright mead when moming led
e heurs,

And wheneach eve her modest head reclin’d,
Taste, beauty, truth; and elegance combin’d,
Inherwereseen--of Genius' honour'd train;
Is there not one to sing theplaintive strain ?
Tlien, lovely maid, my humble muse shall

tell, [ Laura fell.”
s Earth’s fairest flower was clos’d when
Oft have I seen her steps by mercy led
To sickness pining on ascanty bed,
And, angel-like, contributing relief [grief!
To widow’d woe, depress'd with pungent
The poor distress’d, impeil’d by gratitude,
Deploretheirlosswhen die the virtuous good;
With undissembled tears approve my verse,
And pensive weep o'er Laura’s hallow'#

hearse. :

o ey

ODE
ON CLAS5IC DISCIPLINE,
BY THE REV, MR, B[SHOI’.

i.

Dowx the steep abrupt of hills

Furious fouins the head-long tice;
Thio’ the mead the rivulet trills,

Swelling slow in gentle pride.
Ruin vast, and dread dismay,
Mark the clamorous cataract’s way;
Glad increase, and blgom benign
Round the streamlet’s margin shine.

1r. .

Youth! with stedfast eye peruse

Scenes, to lesson thee display”d!
Yes,---in these the moral muse

Bids thee know thyself portray'd!
Thous may’st rush with headstrong force,
Wasteiul like the torrent’s course;
Oz resemble riils that flow,
Blest aud blessing as they go !,

e

1nI.
Infant sense to all our kind,
Pure the young ideas brings ;
Trom within the fountain mind,
Issuing at a thousand springs.

W ho shall make the current stray’
Smecoth alonyg the desiin’d way 2
A ho shall, as it runs, refine?
Who 2 ---but Classic Liscipiine !

v.
She, whatever fond desire,

Stubborn deed, or ruder speech,
Inexperience might jospire,

Or absurd indulgence teach,
Timely cautious shall restrain;
Ridding childhood own the yein:
She with sport shall Jubour mix;
She, excursive fancy Hx. :

V.
support of learned lore,
rseveraince jeins her train;
s oft turn’d ¢er and o'er,
roing o’er'and o’er again !
ving, indoe forms of school,
nud, sigeificance, ut erance, rules
Chite the stores of memore grow,
Ureat, the' gradual; sure, tho’ sivw.

Brim

e
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LA

VI.

Patient care, by just degrees,

Word and i mmge learns to class;
Couples those, discriminates these,

As in strict review they pass:
Joins, as varving teatures strike,
Aptto 'xpt ; and like to tike:
Till in meet array advance
Concord, m:.mud eiegance!

Time meanwhile, from day to day,
Fixes deeper virtue's reot §
Whence, in long succession may,
Blossoms many a lively fraits
Meck obedience, following still,
Frank, and glad, a wiser will!
Modest candour, hearing prone,
Every judgent---save its own'l

vIIL
Lmulation! whose keen eye,

Forward still, and f swward strains;
Nothing ever deeming high,

\Vhexe a higher hope 1em'11ns'
Shame ingenuous, nanvc, free,
Source ofnnnlv dignity!

7@41 ma)\mml 1o pursue
wht and just, and trood and true!

hese, and every I\meed grace,

More and more per rfection gain;
While attention loves to trace

Grave record, or lefty strain;
Noting, how in virtue's pride
Sages T d; and heroes died!
Cuuscwds how in vir:

iue’s cause,
Genius gave, dnd claim’d applause!

Thus with early culture blest,

Thus te early toil i inyr'd,
Infancy’s expanding brea\t

Glows with sense and powers matur’d;
\Whence if future efforis raise J
NMoral, social, civil praise;
Thine is all th' elfect-—-be thire
The glory---Classic Dz.rrz/)’me.

LINES
IN IMITATION CF SHAKSPEAR.

BY W. H. IKELAND
On contempleing Ve e;tmm.rt(r— Abbey.

O' My good ford, how irksome passed the
time, ' )

w mle in yon porch I did wait yourcoming;

Yetas thischrystal arch, this Lughthe«wcu

Deth shine ugon the emeral tippzd wave,

And paints upon the deep each pas smu
cloud;

F{en so the siallest and most gentle plant

That waves before the breath Cf thee sweet
n‘a»un,

To man gives food for conten; )Lmon,

And chows how soon this bm?mg frame of

Must sink on age's chilling icy bed,[vouth

And daindle down to second nothingness 53

Look but on yon clock those lanky fingers,
The tolling heralds of swilt w mrred time,
Whose cl‘q,per wakens men {Yom dro‘vw
siee
Changmg the dreary stillness of black night
To day’s first infancy, the blushing moru;
While blest Alrora rears her purple crest,
And tip-toe stands, shaking her golden l.alr&
Eager 'c visit the busy sons of men: .
Her oluz-nvloufnes ended, down she sink
And 50 I liken her 1o man's s strange end.
Look on ven pile, under whose fretted roof”
So manv kings have seized the precious gem
Of royalty, 'md sucked the courtiers
Lip fnbonred lies.
Whereare you now ? dead, alas, and rotten |
0! my gocd lord, lev us from hence away,
This spot doth smell tao strong of royal dust,
Throwing its lures to catch ®the minds ot

nien;
Blowing in their ears the feverous blast
OFf mirth, feasts, merriment, p"osp(‘ritv

$11 on 4 sudden gra p'ﬂ.nﬂ'wnh theirsouls,
Thou knittest them at once in death eerne,

IMITATION OF SHAKSPEAR,
EY THE LATE REV, MK. BISHOP,

(From an Interlude entitled °“ The Fairy
Benison.)

OpgRroN and TiTANIA.
Oberon,

So kings would wish for those who de te
km-n. [Cberan,
Tit S0 kings should'wish!---And therein

Doth wish as should a king.---But why
must Oberen .

‘qu“xc to his single and particular thought

The sam and bt‘md.ud of ali princely bles-
sedoess? [wishes then?

---So kings should wish! Have queens no

Aye---but great Oberon saith, our severil
cares

Ferihissameprince,likeour connybizl loves,

Made one incorporate fondness. Be it 50

Then should our cares be veiced severally,

Like our own loves, united, but disti- ct.

Sogrow their loves, wiose sun hath brought
us hither.

I grant he is a boy, a manly one:

I grant hekath a futher, whom toimitate
Will ask a strain of spirit and benevolence,.
Expectance ne'er conid warrant, till the fact
Pronounc’d it possible, What then? Doth

that

Annul my claim and preper privilege ?

Hath not the boy a wother? YEc. And I,

A fémale as [ am, have frim’d a \v.m

’VI‘zv lure a mul“u‘ 5 car, as soon, per mrs
As aughtthae scornful Oberon hath prepar'd,

blbvm ing all humbler emnulation.

To hear that wish I sent the very Spl.te,

Whaose presence moves thee so.
0b. Alas! thou rash one!

Thine tll-advised cuuning, like a shaft

Drawn by an esger and unnr.xcha ‘d hand,

)Yammuupd;uts aim, Now, hear me, lady
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Thou dost remember, when, upon a time, -

We read togetherin the fairy court

The sacred pask of wmortal déstiny.

There did [ find th’eternal mandate written,

Whioh said 2 German fair, this verv queen,

A virgin princess
grace

The bed and scepire ef a British King,

Just new 10 manhood, tho right well ad-
vanc'd

In kingly properties. Thou dost not heed
Lz Most faithfully, my lord. Tme!
0b. Observing this [regard

(For that thou knowest what part in cur

Doth Britain’s court posséss) 1 spod me
straight [might fit

(Fraught with such fairy gifis, as best

A damsel of her state, odours, and.charms,

Fhat our still vagrant elves i earth or air,

From flowers and dews extract) ev'n 1o the
court [queen.

Where dwelt this chosen dame and future

There, when I came, expecting to have
found

A lady busied in such tricks of fancy,

As yourg and biithesvine beauties do de-
lightin;

Mark me, Titania, 1 did see a maid,

A very maid, pleading the cause of patinns,

Expostalating with a sovereign warriar,

To save a ravag'd country.---Canst thou
think

An heart so early great, so exquisitely,

Tho’ in a woman, will accent or heed,

In favour of her son, her eldest hope,

Thy gossip’s talk, thy sugar'd lullaby,

Thy wish, that sultsucommenmothier's ear?

Away ! Awar!
AU

Bih

Irclamds
&

o

"t cur readers will cbaery

cur uperitrity of Mr.
nita fon ever the wr

mpt of Mr, W, H,

AR e fw rr t 0 S TR .

SQNNET.
BY CHARLES LLOYD,
1 >
"1 nis hearv Iabvrinth, the wreck of
Solicitous with timid step [ tread,
Scale the stern hastlement, or vent’yous
climb Thead;

s

time,

Where therent watchtawer hows itsgrassy

Thesedarkdamp caverns breathe my:terious
dread, : ’
Haply still foul with tinctofancienterime;

Pethinks, some spirit of th' ennebled dead,

High-bosom’d myaid, or warrior chief sub-
lime, [bird

Uaunats them! The fappings of the heavy
Imagin'd warnings fearfully impart,

Andtheduallbreezebelowy, that feebly stirrd,
Scem’d the deep pre hing pf an o'er-
charg’d heart! . Therd,

Proud towver! thy halls now stable fean

And mosicg Morey smiles that suzh thou
art!

T0 THE Ri

GLON-JFORM.

{Gex of this lone and sileut vale,

i
' \ . » I Treaswre of ev'ning's pensive hour,
then, should share and §

i come thy Ix:l:(i(:&[uliglit to hail!

I come a vative sirain to pour:

Wor chilly dews, nor paths untrod,
Cun from thy shrine my footsteps fright
Thy lanp shall guide me o’er the sod,
And cheer the gmhering mists of night.
Agaiu, thy yellow fire impart !---

1o, pianets shed a Mimic day !

Lo, vivid meteors vound e dart!

On western clouds red lightnings play!
Bat vain these spleadid tires to me,
Lorne on the season’s sultry wing,
Unless thy slender form [ see

Around its fziry lustre fling,

‘Thine is an unobtrusive blaze;
Content art thou in shades to shine;
And much I wish, while thus | gaze,
To make thy mcdest merit mine’;

For long by youwn's wild wishes cast,
Cn the ralse worid’s tempestuous sea,
1seek Retiremeat's shore at last,

And find a mouitor in thee,

=

CSONG.

Swrer Rosalind! forbear to chide,
Alas! I can no lotiger hide

What-long miy heari would have disclos'd,
H.d medest fear not interpos’d.
Whene'er T view thy heav'nly face,
My wond’ring eves new beauty trace;
My glad'ning soul with rapture burns,
Axndlove to adoration turns.

Thy ever-blooming cheeks disclose
The lily blended with the rose, -
And Copid waitens, while he sips
The fluwing fragrance on thy lips.

Those ringlets that so neatly deck

Thy comely fuce, and graceful neck
With those proporii.n’d limbs combine
To form thee, tairore! all divipe.
Who can resist thy maichless charmos !
Oht take e, clusp me in those arns !
Regale nie on thy spicy breast,

And lnll my ravish’d seulto rest.

TRV

EPITAPI ON 4 BEAUTIFUL BOY,

A Pearly dew drop, see, some flow'r adorn,

Andgracewith tender beam thewrising morn 3

But soon sun cmits # fiercer ray,

£ind ahe feir favric rushes to decay |

Lo! in the ¢ust, the beauteous ruin lies,

Whijethe pure vapeur secks its native'skies:

A fate hke this t0 thee, sweet youth, was
given,

Toparhle, bloom, and be exhal'd in heas en,
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PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS.

_ THEATRE-ROYAL, DRURY-LANE,
Dec. 25. HE popular pantomime of Robinson Crusoe was revived at this

theatre, with alterations and additions. The first aft is an
excellent one, and has interest; good alting, and fine scenery  to recommend
it.  The second aft is but indifferent ; and from some of the performers be-
Ing imperfect in their parts, was received with strong marks of disapprobac
tion, from every part of the theatre. It has, however, since its first represens
tation been curtailed and altered, and been well received. The elder PaL-
MER played the part of Robinson Crusoe with great force and effect.

© Fan.q. A new opera in three alls, entitled the HONEY MOON, was
brought forward~ ‘This opera is altogether the production of the younger
Linley, who is not only author but composer. ) .

Amongst the many wretched literary produttions which of late have
marked the judgment of the managers, this piece claims pre-eminence ; it has
neither plot, dialogue, nor incident. Itappeared to us, that a parcel of songs
(a few of which are not destitute of merit) were selected, and that some jour-
ncyman dramatist had attempted to connett them into an opera. Instead of
the songs arising from the business of the piece, they are generally irrelevant
to it, or introduced in the most aukward manner possible ; as in the instance
of Dina’s first air, where Worry says to her, ¢ Where are you running-to ?
come and sing me that pretty song I heard you singing under the tree yes-
terday.” She complies, and be, applauding, tells her he js one of thegreatest
musicians in Europe, that he compesed a song for a foolish sort of a fellow,
like himself, who, however, did not know how to sing it, and he therefore
would favour her with it iy a proper style, A similar mode of introdu&tion
is used for Dina’s third air, and for a song by Lessington, where his servant
requests him to sing him the story of Tom Clewline. ) :

‘The composer should not be nvolved in the censure which unavoidably
attaches to thisopera. Many of the airs, particularly those of Dina, are very
pretty + we Jament he has bestowed his talents on a subjeft'so unworthy of
them, A -

The Dramatis Personz were as follows :

Sir William Wellbred, - 7 Mr. Suett.
Sir George Orbit, - -  Mr. Kelly.
Captain Belmont, - - Mr. Barrymore.
Captamn Clifton, - - - DMr. Palmer,

« Major Lessington, - - Muv. Dignum.

. Tim, - - - - Mr, Wathen.
Worry, - - - - Mr. Bannister, jun.
Huatsman, - - - Mr. Cooke. -
Lady Wellbred, - - Miss Pope.
Dorinda, - .- - - Miss Arne.
Floreita, - - - - Miss De Camp.
Dina, - - - - Mrs. Bland.
Ewumeline, - - - Miss Leak,

Puring the curly part of the performance, the friends of the author were
clymorons in his support, encoring each song, and raptarously applauding:
each verse, As it proceeded, however, it shamed them into silence, and the
house, long before the falling of the curtain, was nnanimous in its condem-
pation., It was, nevertheless, announced for a second representation ; after
which it was withdrawn,
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THEATRE-ROYAL, COVENT-GARDEN.
Fan. xo. New comedy, entitled A CURE FOR THE HEART ACHE, W25 re~
L% presented for the first time at Covent-garden theatre.

The fable of this comedy isas follows :

A baronet, of an ancient and honourable family, and an upstart nabob, of
immenge ill-gotten wealth, are neighbours. The circumstances of the for-
mer are declining, to hasten whese ruin is the ambition of the latter. A per.
son, grown very nch by the trade of 2 taylor, has 2 mor tgage on the baronet’s
estate ; who, with his eccentric son, goum down in the country on this busi-
ness, they are invited to the house of the nabob, cqrf’ssm on account of their
wealth, and a match is made up between the son and the heiress of the na~
bob, though he is aiready engaged to tie daughter of a farmer, impoverished
by his own 1mpruf’eme, “while the sen of the baronet loves the nabob’s niece,
fiom whom a,part of her fortune has been w u!u.eld by the address of her uncle.

The cenfounding these designs, and bringing the true lovers tocether, is
the business of the pisce; in Which the young taylor, and the ar t!ess, but
Honest son of the farmer, who, with his sister, 1s reduced to a state of servi-
tude in the nabob’s family, are made the principal instruments, o

The great object of the present comedy is to shew the muuence of ana-
bob of d]suolute habits, who retuins to -his native country, and corrupts the
simplicity of the place.

A Dbetter ground than this, w‘nch is marked out by the great moralist
cannot be 1nc1osed in the dramatic pale. Mr. Morton, the autl]or, well I\nPw,
however, the necessity of limiting bis censure. it mphs, by no means, to
the great body either of civil or militar v characlers ; wno, by the enterprise
of yout:.. led either after fame or profit, pass a life of fatigue and industry,
with neither a bler upon their humanity or their pxob.ty Such men there
are, and many personztly known to 2l of vs, who will applaud the chastise-
ment of him, who di isgraces so much courzge and patient Jabour.,

The charafters may bz thus briefly descrised :—

The Stanleys are faithful representations of eld English dignity. Vertex
and his daughter dxsphy the pxodxcraluy of the east, with the tasteless and
vicious propensities of minds originally bad. The Rapids are, father and son,
taylors retired from business. The Oatlands are farmers, and the father has
been ruined at cards by the nabob’s valet. Fmma is a young lady whom the
nabob has plundered, who is affianced to Charles Stanley ; and” Jesse Oat.
land is at lust safely contraéted to young RJpla.

This is a play of so much aftion, that we should fail in attempting a clear
detail of the fable. But the effects are powerful in themselves, and rendered
irresistible by combination and contrast. ‘The single scene between the na-
bob and Frank Oatland is as truly dramatic and .11“5&1:10, as any we have
ever seen. It has the advantage of incomparable adting.  The author will
cheerfully divide his praise here with J aweett,

The Dramatis Personz: are as follow :

SirHubert Stanley, - : Mr. Murray.
Charles Stanley, - - Mzr. Pope.
Vortex, - - - < Nir, Quick.
Old Rapid, - - - Mr. Munden. .
. Ned Rapid, - . "« " Mr.Lewis.
Qatland, - - Mr. Waddy.
Frank Oatland, - - Mr. Fawcett.
Miss Vertex, - - Mrs Mattecks.,
Emma Vortex, - - - Mrs. Pope.

Jessc Qatland - - - Waliis,,



REPORT )
'OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE
RITISH PARLIAMENT.

THE FIRST SESSION OF THE EI('HTEENTH P'IRLIAMENT

HOUSE OF LORDS.

MONDAY, DECEMBER §,

N\PIE’s Divevce Bill, together with four other private Bills, were received
from the Commons, (...d read the first time.

Tuesday, 6. Heard Counsel iz'an Appeil from the Court of Session in Scotland,
in which Mr. Joim Denny and others were Appellants, and the Marquis of Lora
and others Respondents---The Judgment was affirmed. Adjoumed to Monday.

Mvnday, 12. Heard Counsel ona Scotch Appeal, me;‘e versus Tod.

A n‘ess’l"? from his Jesty (see Placcedmg.r of . the House of Cummcn.r) wa; re').d
relative to the Declaiation of War with Spain, which was ordered to be taken into’
consideration to-morrow, aund the Lords to be summoned.  Adjourned.

Tuesday, 13. Lérd Grenvilie moved the Order of the Day for taking his Majes-
1y’s message into consideraticn, announcing to the Heuse the Declaration of War
upon the part 6f Spain agatnst this Coumry

The Order.bzing read, . : .

Lord Grenville said, that of all the real or pretended causes of any war, none
were ever so fuvolous as those of the Spanish Declaration: he affirmed, that
Ministers had used their best endeavours to settle the difference by dmxcable dis-
cussion; and doubted not but their Lordships would give his- Majesty that support
which he had so often ngunemed He themrore moved, that an humb e ’Address
be presented to his Majesty, &e.

The Address, an echo of the Message, was carried nemire dissentionte.

EGUSE OF COMMONS.

Wepnesvay, October 31, (Continued,

AS to Exchequer Bills, it was intended to isstie them for three mohths onlv,
N and to receive them in'pavment of the Lmn, and alse to make themn b-'-ar
an interest of spinething more than 35 percent. inorderto getat apxoper divisiondl
fraction ofso much pe. cent.

The ‘excess’of the Navy debt, for which interest svas to be provnded was
8,-»,0 nool. whence four miliions, for which provision was made last year, were to
be deducted. There was also a charge of 142,00nl. which had arisen from the
‘withdrawing of the Collateral Succession Tax, and to make good which the na-
tional faith was plcdécd For these several swins fhe inteleat would-amount to
2,222,000l ; butasthe Cast India ummnn) had engarred to 'mav 117,700l till the
expiration of their charter, the interest to be provided was thereby reduced to
‘2,110,az0l.

For tha sake of hrevity we shall not follow Mr. Pitt in the reasons he brought
forward to justifv-his choice of objacts of ‘taxation: but shall content ourselves
with-presenting to our reader: an abstraet of their nature and amount.
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ABSTRACT OF THE TAXES.

~* - ELXCISE. Tea - - = L. 240,008
- Coffee - - - 30,000
Auctions - - 40;000

: . Bricks - - 30,000

sy T Foreignand Home-made Spmts 230,000
ST Scotch Distilleries - 300,000
CUSTOMS. —— Sugar - - 280,000
e Pepper - - - 10,000
. Sundries - - 10,000
10 per Cent Duty B 43,000

5 per Cent Duty - 110,600

ASSESSED TAXES. - Additional - < - 296,600
Receipts - - 30,000

Post=QOffice - - 250,000

Stage-Coaches - 690,000

Parcels - - 60,000

Inland Navigations - 120,000

Total L. 2,132,000

He next proceeded to notice some circumstances that detracted considerably
from the Consolidated Fund, viz. the failure of regulations respecting Dutch
prizes---the non-payment of the aid to be furnished by the East India Company ;
and the advance of g0o,000l. to the Grenada merchants, which, though not repaid,
was secure to the public. He then stated the permanent revenue of Jast year at
14,012,000l. exceeding the average of the four last years of peace and war, which
amounted only to 13,855,000l.- He did not expect the vote of credit of three mil-
lions to cover alt the extraordinaries. if the war went on, and yet should it even be
necessary to assist our allies, he tbought those exceedings would not go beyond
three millions and a half.

The last vear's expendlturc had been much swelled by assistance given to our

valiant and faithful ally the Emperor, whom Ministers had thought it their duty

to supply with, he believed, about 1,200,000l in the cowrse’ of that year. This

- would be matter of separate dlscussmn, and should their conduct be approved of,
he shou!d crave and solicit the future exercise of the same discretion.

Mr. Pitt next accounted for the great increase of the Mavy debt, which, mc]ud—
ing the present month, might amount to 16,171,000, exceceding Hs estimate by
four millions---an excess which principally proeceded from 1,300,000l of unex-
pacted charges for the fransport service---from goo,cocl. demurrage paid to neu-
tral vessels, and from 6oo,000l. Joss on Navy Bills. He made no deubt but that
the House wounld, with cheqrﬁ\hne« and confidence, supply whatever was neces-
sary o our s.xfew and independence; they would be happy to find, that the un-
mtural ¢fforts of our enemy had been ady mtagcouslv met by our sober and regular
mdusuy--—they would be astonished to sce our revenue in the 4th year of a dis-
_astrous war, exceed a peace calculation, and our exports go beyond those of 1795,
by four millions. In all, they amounted to no less than thirty.

" After many other observations, tending in like manner o shew the immensity
of our resources, Mr. Pitt concluded, by moving bis first string of resolutions.

Mr. Grey said, that though he should not discuss ths Hon. Gentleman’s pro-
positicns at length, he could not refrain from a few observations. He should be
sorry that the IJouse should be imposed on by his false and deceitful statements,
Among themn was the amount of the exports, of which coffec made a fifth. Sic
millions were set dozen as the value of that article exporied, while the quantity imported tar
oniy Lwp or three. By such documents as these, was the state of the country to be
ascertained.  He then proved the inaccuracy of Mr. Pitt’s calculations, by show-
ing, that the expences alwavrs c.\'::eedcd the estimates; adverted to the deficiency
of ihe revenue ; and concluded by saying, that the papers on the table gave note of

';hL approach of this country to ruin, in spite of the symptoms of prosperity urged
y Nr, Pitt.
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Mr. Pitt confessed the accounts of imports and exports to be incorrect, but sup-
posed them as accurate as in preceding years; he also made scme remarks upon
the advantageous terms of the Loan, which he had before forgottento nétice.

Mr. 1‘0\105&, and said, if what hie believed were true, itwas idle for Englishrmen
to boast ofa free Consnmtxon. The present system virtually included the aboli-
tion of the House of Cominons, and the creation of a dictator, who, during the
war, was to levy and expend at discretion. He adverted to the sums sent to the Em-
peror without consent of Parliament.  1f this be the system, said he, the Con-
stitution is not worth fighting for. In domestic expences the principle at least
is ascertained. In the present instance, the Parliament has neither known the
expence, nor been consulted concerning the principle ; and the Minister deserves
to be impeached for shewing a design to dispose of the public money, without au~
thority from the legal guardians of the public purse.  He has also aggravated his
offence by omitting to disclose it on the first day ofthe Sessions, and by withhold-
ing the Army Extraordinaries till the day before the Budget, In answer to what
Mr. Pitt had said of the valour of our ally, Mr. Fox asked, how mercy, its usual
concomitant, had been exercised towards the Marquis de la Fayette? He thed
pointed out the uniform errors of the Minister in calculating the force and finances
of the enemy, and lammented that the everlasting mistakes of ope man should cost
the country ¥50 millions of money, and rivers of blood. By the operations of this
day the National debt would be increased to 4oo millions.~--If the hypothesis of
an eloquent writer (Mr. Burke) were true, that the minority spoke the sense of
the nation, how happened it that no attention had been paid to the universal wisit
for peace since Robespierre’s fall, at which time better terms might have been
obtained than at present. These mpics he should discuss more at length ond
future day; and he shouid also rake some cnqunws relative to the proposed re-
gulation of the Post Ofiice.

The Resolutions moved by the Chancellor of the Ex xchequer were then put and
carried, and the report orderedto be received to-morrow.

Tb:u‘.f{lqy 8. Mr. Glcv, after observing that Alexander '\/Ioms had been guilty
of a gross infraction of the privileges of the House, moved, that the’ Spe’l‘:\\ll de
issue a warrant for the delinquent’s committal to Ne ,vgate.-«Oxdcred :

Mr. Grey then re-moved that the instigators of Morris, whom he undetstood 6
be Captain Bartiett and Mr. Speck, were Clllpdb'e at least in an equal degiee. A
Sherifi’s Officer who was present would give evidence that they put Mosris into a
¢oach and four, and assurved him, that Mr. Thelluson would chearfuily repay his
expences, which could not exceed 500l. He should therefore move, ¢ That as
practices were used to prevent A. Marris from appearing before the Southwark
Comnittee, the matier of complaint should be heard at the Bar of the House,

Mu. Thellnson deciared that he scarcely knew Captain Bartiett; admitted Mr.
Speck to be his agent; but averred upon his honour, that if concerned, they had
acted without his instructions,

Mr. Anstrather moved the previous question, which was seconded by Mr. Pitt,

Mr. Grey, withthe consent of the House, withdrew his motion.

Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the Committee of Ways and Means; and
moved that the 1L>olutxons be read a first time. On the motion that the resclusticns
be read a second time,

Mr. Foxrose. He said heé wouid decline for the prescm entering into a detail
of those resolutions. What he meant to advert to, at present, was the degraded
situation of the House with respect to the Executive Power. A servant of the
Crown, in contempt of the law, had sent 1,200,c00l. to Germany. and till the House
had solemnly pronounced on the Minister’s conduct, he should deem himself a
traitor to his country if he agreed 10 vote either a man ot 2 shilling. In the case
in question, Ministers had been guilty of a direct breach of the Constitution.
They had disposed of the money not only without conventng the Parliamenr, but
without consulting it while actually sitting.  Pavments had been made so late as
November, 1796, and all thi had been dane, as if to shew that the power resided
inthe servants of the Crow Another circumstance, not less singular, was that
the House had yesterday, for the first time, been acauainted with the Qpamsh wvar,
atthough it had been pnbl‘c‘v intimated by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, l'mvgh
notice of gvauting letters of maxquc }md appeared in the Gazette, and though the

VoL, VIIX I
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newspapers were Tull of hostilities. To return to the usurpation of the functions
of Parliament by the King’s servants, he asked what figure this Parliament would
make in history, if it overlooked so fatal a precedent? As to himself he should
oppose the second reading of the resolutions, and if supported, would pledge him-
self to bring forward a motion, charging the Minister with ¢ a high crime and
mjsdemeanour.”  The Minister’s speech; yesterday, was a worse libel on the
Constitution, than any thing in the writings of Paine ; and if he were a Juryman
on his trial, he should certainly find him guilty, and say that the malus animus to
destroy the Constitution was evident. Little ofit, indecd, was left, if the power
of the purse was taken from the Commons. He should therefore vote against
the second reading.

Mr. Pitt rose with evident marks of agitation; and began by observing, that
the Hon. Gentleman was in the hubit of using inflammatory language, and of cal-
ling out that the Constitution was in danger. He contended that Ministers were
justified'in what they had done, by the vote of ¢redit, which was ‘¢ to enable his

" Majesty’s Ministers to adopt such measures a3 the exigency of the eircumstances
may require."”

Sir Wm. Puitney said, that the measure in question appeared to him criminal
and unconstitutional, and the defence set up was extremely weak. The vote of credit
was for extraordinaries, and included only the articles previously setdown in the
estimates. No minister had before ever dared to convert part of a vote of credit
to a foreign subsidy. Though he saw much to blame in the increase of the Navy
debt, and could peint out many abuses, this gross infringement of the Constitution

" was, in his opinion, the primary object of enquiry. .

M. Grey said, that alter the truly constitutional speech of the Hon. Baronet,
he should detain the House but little. From the papers on the table, it appeared
that only 77,000l out of the whole 1,200,000l. had been sent to the Emperor be-
tween the sitting of the last and the present Parliament. No attack so direct as
this bad.ever been made on every thing dear to manj; and though it might be
said that Ministers were not to be fettered by that House in a moment of nego-
clation, yet now that the French were acknowledged to be capable of the accus-
tomed relations of peace and amity, and to have snorted away the fumes of the indigested
bload of their Suvereigu, it might be especially useful to exhibit the proud spectacle
of u free people treating with a free people, ourselves as jealous of our rights as
they could be of theirs.

Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Yorke, the Master of the Rolls, and Lord Hawkesbury
vindicated the Minister: Mr. Harrison, Mr. Curwen, and Mr. Willlam Smith
reprobated his conduct.

%r. Fox begged the House not to confound the proper application of the money
with the mode of obtainining it. It might be proper or not to send money to the
Empercr, but had the Minister so far abolished the Constitution as to have the
right of doing se, without the consent of Parliament? Against such doctrine he
wouldcontend in that House as longas possible, by words ; and otherwise, if neces-
sarv, out of'it; for he was born free, and free he would die. So far he was an incor-
rigible Jacobin.

Hr. Pity dectined any further discussion that night.

Mr. Bastard said he would vote for the supplies, without meaning to imply any
approbation of the Minister’s conduct.

The House then divided---for the resolution, 16.4---against it 58---majority 106.

Friday, 9. The London Docks, Chichester Roads, Scotch Distiliery, Lxcise
Additional Duty, and Customs Duty Bills were read a first time.

Dudley Cana! Bill rcad a third time and pzzsed.

Mr. Manning brought in the Bill for forming Wet Docks at Shadwell, for the
accommn:odation of the trade of London, which being read a first time, he said, that
from the report of the Select Commitiee of last vear, the House would be in pos-
seszion of the neces:ity that existed for this much wished for improvement. But
to enforce tie sense of this necessity the stronger, he would mention a cireum-
stance swhich latelv came 1o bis knowledge. It was very well Luown that the
Merchants of the City of London were subject to very great losses from the depre-




DEBA TES IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, © 59

dations committed on their property upon the River, and to remedy this the Buin-
boat Act was passed, which gave Magistrates the power of inflicting penalties
upon persons who could give no sansfdctory account of the property fouhd in their
boats upon the River Thames. In consequence of this Act 242 persons were con-
victed in the course of a few months at the Office at Shadwell, of whom 220 paid
the penalty of yos. each, and were let loose again upoa the public. At the Oflice
in Whitechapel, upwards of 100 persons pald the penalty also, within the same
space of time, and were liberated in the same manner. From this it was evident
that the Act was ineflicient, as to its object, or was at least successfully cvaded.
He by no means wished to take any persons by surprise upon this subject, or to
press it rapidly through the House; and confiding in its own merits, he would
postpone moving for the second reading of it till afler the hollidays.

Mr. Alderman Anderson thought, that the improvenents propnscd in the
London Docks would be sufficient for the accomodation of Trade, and render the
Bill, now spoken of, unnecessary.

Mr Long then brought up the Report from the Commissioners of the Customs
to the Lords Commlmoners of the Treasury, respecting the improvements pro-
Jected in these Docks,

Monday, 12. The Committees confirmed the Election foi Bilbonrne Port and
Leominster.

Mr. Dundas brought down a Message from the King, which was as follows:

¢ His Majesiy is conLclned to acquaint the House of Commouns, that his en-
deavours to preserve Peace with Spain, and to adjust all 1s:tters in discussion
wiih that Court by an amicable negotiation, have been rendered ineffectual by an
abrupt and unprovoked Declaration of War on the part of the Catholic King.

“ His Majesty, at the same time that he sincerely laments this addition to the
calamaties of war, already extending over so great a part ¢f Evrope, has the sa~
tisfaction to reflect that rothing has been omitted on his part which could contri~
bute to the maintenance of peace on grounds consistent with the honour of his
Crown, and the interests of his dominions. )

“ And he trusts, that under the protection of Divine Providence, the firmness
and wisdom of his Parliament will enable him effzctualiy to rcpel this unprovoked
aggression, and to afford to all Europe an additional proof of the spirit and resour-
ces of the British Nation.”

Mr. Dundas then moved, that his Majesty’s Message be taken into consideration
to-morrow,

Mr. Grey suggested that some papers wouid be necessary to enable the Houwse
to judge of the conduct of his Majesty’s Ministers in the discussion:

Mr. Pitt said his Honourrable ¥riend had just gone to the bar to hring them up.

Mr. Dundas brought up a copy of the Declaration of War by the Spanish Court,
and notified that the answer to this Declaration would be Izid be(one the House
to-morrow.

Mr., Alderman Combe said, that he had receive ved information that attempts had
already been made within the city of London, to levy the additional 5 per cent.
and ro pevcent. on certain Customs before tl\cse taxes had ip any shape obtained
the approbation of the House, and he wished to know whether any authority for
this purpose had been given at the Treasury ?

Mr. Rose said, that certainly no such authority had been given.

Mr. Grey said, the measure now complained of had last year been put in prac-

tice, 'and he himself had called tiie attention of the House to it, especially inthe
instance of the Wine Tux.  Since the unjust and oppressive system of imposing
retrospective taxes had been introduced, no more violent streich of poser had
‘been attempted, and this, if permitted, \vent directly to destroy the privileges of
the House.
* Mr. ‘Grey then said, that as the subject of advance to the Emperor would
soon be the object of (Ixscus'»lon, he wished to know if any interest had vet been
paid upon the Loan which bad been granted to the Emperor? The interest for
the first year had been atlowed when the Loan itself was given ; but there was np
information yet in the possession of the House with regard to the payment'of in-
terest for the aub:equult period.

Mr. Pitt suid, that the Honourable Gentleman might meve, that an acequ
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should be laid before the House upon the subject concerning which he asked in-
formation : which Mr. Grey moved.

Tuesday, 13. The Dutch Propertv Bill was read a first time.

Mr. Dundas laid before the House the Answer to the Spanish Declaration of
War,

Mr. Whitbread asked the chte of the Spanish Declaration of War.

Mr. Pitt said, it had been delivered without a date, but the date of its being re-
ceived might be given.

Mr. Whitbread said, that a considerable period had elapsed between the deli-
very and the commumcanon to the House.

A Motion for the date to be laid before the House was agreed to.

Mr. Grey said he had omitted to move for an account of the Payments of the
60,000l. capital of the Imperial Loan agreed to be paid by the conditicns of the
grant, and wished to know how mf‘mmanon was to be had?

Mr. Pitt said, there was no regular board, but the Lords of the Treasury had
made 1p')hcatxon to the Imperial Agent on thc subject, and in this way it might
be obtained.

Mr. Grey moved, that the Account to the above effect be laid before the House,
which was agreed to.

Mr. Fox moved for an account of the sums remitted to Col. Craufurd, aml the
Bills drawn by him, with their respective dates.

Sir William Pulteney moved for an account of the dates of the Bills remxttcd
for the use of the Emperor.---Agreed to.

Mr. Secretary Dundas moved the Order of the Day on his Majesty’s Message,
announcing the Declaration of War on the part of Spain.

The Order of the Day beiug read,

Mr. Secretary Dundas, by his M'uesty’s command, laid before the House the
Spanish Declaration of War, and an answer to the allegmons it contained. He
said, that the House would perceive the necesssty of giving Government the most
vigorous support, and moved that an humble Address, &c

Mr. Fox expressed his perfect concurrence in the sentiments of the Address,
but considered.the war with Spain as a calamitous event. At the commencement
of the war, Ministers had asserted, that we had only France to encounter, and
might expect the concurrence of all Europe---a striking proof among many others
of the blindness of their Councils. He should however vote for the Address, upon
the supposition of its being strictly true, that every thing had been done to avoid
hostility. "

The question was then put and c"rned nem. con.

Mr. Pitt moved to bring in a Bill to explain the Act for angmenting the Militia,

Mr. Fox moved as an 'unendmcm to insert the word ¢ repeal,” instead of
¢ explain andamend ;”? which was seconded by Mr. Taylor.

Mr. Dundas after using various arguments, solemnly declared his conviction
that the French had entelnmed a design of invading this Country or Ireland.
Ministers, he said, had not oniy apprehended zn invasion of Ireland, but of Eng-
land also; and there was reason to believe that the scheme was still in agitation.
He knew for certain that the French ports were full of boats, and their iroops in nadn.as.rfm
such an attempt. It was his firm opinion that this country, whenever at war, should
systema.xm”y increase its force so as to be formidable abroad, and secure at home.

Mr. M. A. Taylor did not think an invasion likely--he had seen himself the dis-
contents the Militia Biils had excited, and was sorry to see measures ml\m th.xt
tended to alienate the minds of the peoph‘

General Tarleton said, that the new Bill was another step towards a military
government, and that by a:ming one sixth part of the community, Ministers wished
to convert them into engines for robbing the remainder. )

Sir William Pulteney approved of the augmentation of the Militia, and wished
it much larger. He wished indeed to see all the people in the country armed,
after having seen the good effects produced by a similar measure in Sw xtzerl"m.gl.
-and America.

The q*lestxon on Mr. Fox’s amendment was then put and negatived,

[TO BE REGULARLY conrmucn]
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IMPORTANT STATE PAPERS.

LORD MALMESBURY's EMBASSY.
[COXTINUED FROM OUR LAST.]

CONFIDENTIAL MEMORIAL, ON THE PRINCIPAL OBJECTS OF RESTITUTION, COMPEK~

' SATIGN, AND RECI?ROCAL ARRANGEMENT,

HE principle already established, as the basis of the Negotiation, by the

consent of the two Governments, is founded on restitutions to be made by
his Britannic Majesty to France, in compensation of the arrangements to which
that Power may consent, in order lo satisfy the just pretensions of the Allies
of the ing, and to preserve the political balance of Europe.

In order to accomplish these objects, in the manaer the most complete, and
to offer a fresh proofof the sincerity of his wishes for the re-establishment
of general tranquillity, his Majesty would propose, that there should be given
to this principle, on each side, ail the latitude of which it may be susceptible.

1. Tis Majesty demands therefore,

1. The restitution, to his Majesty the Emperor and ng, of all his do-
minions, on the footing of the status ante belium.

2. 'The re-establishment of Peace between the Germanic Empire and France,
by a suitable arrangement, conformable to the respective interests; and to the
genera: safety of Turope. This arrangement to be negociated swith his Im-
perial Majesty, as Constitutional Head “of the B Empire, either by the interven-
tion of the King, or immediately, as his Imperial Majesty shall prefer.

3. The evacuation cof ltaly by the French troops, with an engagement not
to interfere in the internal affairs of that count ry; which should be re- eshbhshed 3
as far as possible, upon the footing of the staius ante bellum. -

In the coursz of the I\Jegouauon, a more detailed discussion may be entered

nto of the further measures which it may be proper to adopt, respecting
t!'e cbjects of these three Articles, in order to the providing more effectually
for the" future security of the respective limits and possessions, and for the
maintenance of general tranquillity.

1. With regard to the other Allies of his Brnamc Majesty, his Majesty
demands, that there be reserved to her Majesty the Enipress of all the Russias,
a full and uniimited power of taking part in this Negotiation, whenever she
may think fit, or of acceding to the “Definitive Treaty, and thereby returning
to a state of Peace with Fi rance.

III. His Majesty also demands that her most Taithful Majesty may be
comprehended in this Negotiation, and may return to a state of Peace with
France, without any cession or burdensome condition on either side.

IV. On these conditions, his Majesty offers to France the entire and un-
reserved restitution of all the conquests which he has made on that Power in
the East and West Indies, proposing, at the same time, that a mutual under-
standing should be est dbhshed as to the means of securitig for the future the
tranquillity of the two nations, and of cousolidating, as much as possible,
the advaniages of their respective possessions. HMis Majesty offers, in like
manner, the restitution of the Islands of St. Picrre and Miqueion, and of
the Fishery of Newfoundland, on the feoting cf the stutus anie bellum.

But if in addition to this, his Majesty were to wave the right given to him
by the express .,upul.mom of the Treaty of Utrecht, of opposing the cession -
of the Spanish part of St. Domingo to France, his '\/Lgesly would then demand,
in return for this concession, a compensation, which might secure, at Ieast
in some degree, the maintenance of the balance of the respective possessions
in that part of the world,
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V. Inall the cases of cessions or restitutions, which may come in question
in the counrse of this Negotiation, there should be granted on each side, to ail
individuals, the most unlimited right to withdraw with their families and thegir
property, and to sell their lands and immoveahle possessions ; and adequate ar-
rangements should also be made, in the course of this Negotiation, for the
removal of all sequestrations, and for the satisfaction of the just claims,
which individuals on cither side may have to make upon the respective Go-
vernments. MavLMESBURY,

CONFIDENTIAL MEMORIAL ON THE PEACE WITH SPAIN AND HOLLAND.

The Allies of France not having hitherto expressed any desire or disposition
to treat with the King, his Majesty might have forborne to enter into any detail
on their account; butin order to avoid any details prejudicial to the great object
which the King has in view, aud to accelerate the work of a general Peace,
his Majesty will not refuse to explain himse!f in the first instance on ihe points
which conceriy those Powers. If, then, the Catholic King should desive to he
comprehended in this Negotiation, or to be allowed to accede to the Definitive
Treaty, this wounld meet with no obstacle on the part of his Majesty. Nothing
having hitherto been conquered by either of the two Spvercigns from the o-
ther, no other point could, at the present moment, come into question, but that
of the re-establishment of Peace, simply, and without any restitution or com-
pemation whatever, except such as might possibly result from the application
of the principle declared ag the end- of the fourth article of the Memorial al-
ready delivered to the Minister for Foreign AfTairs.

But if, during the Negotiation, any alteration shall take place in the state
of things in this respect, it will then be proper to agrec upon the nsmuuom:
and compensations to be made on each side.
 With regard to the Republic of the United Provinces, his Britannic Majesty.
and his Allies find themselves too nearly interesied in the political situation of
those Provinces to be able to consent in their favour to the re-establishment’
of the status ante bellum, as with respect to territorial possessions, unless France
could, on her part, reinstate them in all respects m the same political situation
inw hu,l) they stood before the war.

Ifat least it were possible to re-establish in those Provinces, agrecably to
what is believed to be the wish of a great majority of the mlnhlﬂnts, theit
.ancient Constitution and form of Government, his Majesty might then be dis-
posed to relax, in their favour, from a very ccnslderab' part of the conditions
on which the present state of things obliges him to insist. ’

But if, on the contrary, it is with the Republié of Holland, ir its plesent
shte, that their Bumnmc and Impend! M'xjesues will, have to ueﬂ, they will
tions, and that security, which such a state of things will have xendeled mdxs~
pensable to them.

- Restitutions of any kind, in favour of Holiand, could in that case be admitted,
in so far only as they shqll be compensated by arrangements calenfated to con-
tribute to the security of {he Austrian Netherlands. The means 8 accom-
plishing this object will be found in the cessions which France has exacted in
her Treaty of Peace with Holland, and the possession of which by that Power
would in any case be absoluiely incompatible with the security of the Austrian
Netherlands in the hands of his Imperial Majesty. h

It is on these principles that his Britannic Majesty would be ready to treat
for the re-establishment of Peace with the Republic of Hojland in its present
state. “he details of such a discussion must necessarily lead to the conside-~
ration of what would be due tothe interest and rights of the House of Omu"e.

FROM LORD M.»\LMhSBUR‘A TO THE RIGHT HON. LORD GRENVILLE, &c.

MY LORD, Paris, Dec. 20, 1796.
Mr. Ellis returned here frem London on Thursday Jast, the 1sth instant,
at five P. M. and delivered to me the dispatches, Mo. 11 and 12, with wbhich he
was charged by your Lovdship.
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Although nothing can be clearer, more ably drawn up, or more satisfactory
than the iustructions they contain, yet as it was of the last importance that I
should be completely master of the subject before I saw the French Minister,.
1 delayed asking for a conference till late on Friday evening, with a view that
it should not take place till Saturday morning.

He appointed the hour of eleven A. M. on that day, and it was near one be~
fore we parted. Although what is said by M. Delacroix before he has com-
municated with the Duectory cannot be considered as officially binding, and
probably may, in the event, be very different from what I shall hear when he
speaks to me In their name, yet as it is impossible they should not nearly have
conjectured the nature of the overtures I shouid make, and of course be prepared
in some degree for them, it is material that your Lordship should be accu-
rately acquainted with the first impressions they appeared to rmake on M. Delacroix.
I prefaced what I had to communicate with saying, that I now came au-
thorized to enter with him into deliberation upon one of the most important
subjects - that perhaps ever was brought into discussion: that its magnitude
forbad all finesse, excluded all prevarication, suspended all prejudices, and
that as 1 had it in command to speak and act with freedom and truth, I expected
that he, on his part, would counsider these as the only means which could or
ought to be euiployed, if he wished to see a Negotiation, in which the hap-
piness of millions was involved, terminate successfully: That, for greater
precision, and ivith a view to be clearly understood in what ¥was about to pro~-
pose, [ would give him a confidential Memorial, accompanied by an Official
Note, both which, when he had perused them, wonld speak for themselves.
The Memorial contained the conditions, on the accomplishment of which bhis
Majesty considered the restoration of Peace to depend. The Note was ex~
pressive of his Majesty’s readiness to enter into any explanation required by
the Directory on the subject, or to receive any contre e-prajet, vesting on the
same basis, which the Directory might be disposed to give in: That, morcover,
I did not hesitate declaring to him, in conformity to (hc, principles which § had
laid down, and from which I certainly never should depart at any period of
the Negotiation, that I was prepared to-answer any questions, explain and
elucidate any points, on which it was possible to foresee that doubts or miscon-

. veptions could arize on the consideration of those Papers,

And having said thus much, I had only to remark, that I believed, in no
similiar Negotiation which had ever taken place, any Minsiter was zuthorized,
in the first instance, to go so fully into the discussion as I now was. That I was
sure neither the truth of this remark, nor the manifest conclusion to be drawn
from it, would escape M. Delacroix’s ob<e1v<mon.

I thcn put the two Papers into his hands. He began by reading the Note,
on which of course he could only express satisfaction.  After perusing the con-
fidential Memorial with all the attention it deserved, he, after a short pause,
said, that it ‘appeared to him to be liable to insurmountable cbjections 5 that
it seemed to him to require much more than it conceded, and, inthe event,
not to leave France in a situation of proportional greatness to the Powers
of Eurvope. He said, the Act of their Consmunun, according to the man-
ner in \\Inch it was mterpretcd by the best Publicists (and this ph\(.se is worthy
remark) made it impossible for the Republic to do what we required. The
Austrian Netherlands were annexed to it; they could not be disposed of with-
out flinging the nation into all the confusion which muast follow a convocation
of the Primary Assemblies; and he said, he was rather surprised that Great
Britain should bring this forward as the governing conditicn of the Treaty,
since hie thought he had, insome of our late comus.mons fully explained the
nature of their Constitution to me. [ replied, that every thing I had heard
from hlm on this point was perfectly in my recollection, as it probably was in
his: that thongh 1 had listened to hiwe with that_ attention 1 always afiorded to
every thing be said, yet I never had made him any sort of reply, and had
neither admitted nor controverted his opinion: that altheugh [ believed 1 could
easily disprove this opinion froni’ the spirit of the French Constinition jtseif;
yet the discussion of that Constitution was perfectly foreign to ihe chivet of
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my Mission ; since even allowing his two positions, viz. that the retrocession
of the Austrian Netherlands swas incompatible with their laws, and that we
ought to have known that beforechand; yet that there existed a droit publique in
Europe, paramount to any droit publique they might think proper to establish
within their own dominions ; and that if their constitution was publicly known,
the Treatics existing between his Majesty and the Emperor, were at least
equally public; and in these it was clear and distinctly announced, that the two
Contracting Parties reciprocally promise not to lay down their arms without
the restitution of all the dominions, territories, &c. which may have belonged
to cither of them before the war; that the date of this stipulation was previous
to their annexing the Austrian Netherlands to France; and the notoriety of
this ought, at the very moment when they had passed that law, to have con~
vinced them, that, if adhered to, it must prove an insurmountable obstacle to
Peace. 1 applicd his maxim to the West India [slands, and to the Settlements
in the EastIndics; and asked him, Whether it was expected that we were
to wave our right of possession, and be required still to cousider thent as in~
tegral pavts of the French Republic which musr be restored, and on which no
valug was to be set in the balance of compensaticn?

I also stated the possible case of France having lost part of what she decmed
her mtegral dominions, instead of having :\dded to them in the course of the’
‘War, and whether then, under the apprehension of still greater losses, the Go-
vernment, as it was now cowmposed, should consider itse‘.f as not vested with
powers sufficient to save their Country from the impending danger, by making
Peace on the conditions of sacrificing a portion of their dominions fo save the
remainder? M. Delacroix said, this was stating a case of necessity, and such
a mode of reasonring did not attach fo the present circumstances. I readily
admitted the first part of this proposition; but con'‘ended, that if the power
existed in a case of of necessity, it equallv existed in all others, and par-
tiewlarly in the case before us, since he himself had repeatedly told e, that
Peace was what this Country and its Government wished for and cven wanted.

M. Delacroix, in reply, shifted his ground, and by a string of arguments
founded on premises calculated for this parpose, attempted to prove, that from
the relative situation of the adjacent couniries, the présent Government of
Trance would be reprehensible in the extreme, and deserve impeachment, if
they ever perinitted the Netherlands to be separated from their dominions;
that by partition ef Poiand --—Ru@sm, Austria, and Prussia, had increased
their power to a most formidable degree; that Dugl'\nd by its conquests, and
by the activity and judgment \\xth which it governed its colonies, had doubled
jts strength.

Your indian Empire alone, said M. Delacroix, with vehemence, has en-
abled vou to subsidize all the Powers of Europe against us, and your monopoly
of trade has put you in possession ol a fund of inexhaustible wealth., ¥is words
were, ¢ Votre empire dans P Inde vous a fourni les moyens de salurier toutes les puissances
contre nous, el wous avex accapare le commerce dz maniere que toutes les richesses du monde
se versent dars vos coffren.”

. From the necessity that France should keep the Netherlands and the left
bank of the Rhiue, for the puz’posc of preserving its relative situation in En-
rope, he passed 1o the advantages which he contended would result to the o-
ther Powe1s by such an 'u‘dmo.n to the French dominions. Belgium (to use
his words) by l)elon'ﬂnrr to France, would remove what has been the source
of all Wars for two centuries past; and the Rhine being the na‘ural boundary
of VTrance, would ensure the tranquillity of Lurope for two celtuies to come,
1 did nct feel it necessary to combat this proposterous doctrine. 1 contented
myself with reminding him of what he had said to me in one of our last con-

. ferences, when he made a comparison of the weakness of France under its

Monarchs, and its strengih and vigour under its Repubiican form form of Go-

vernment. *° Nous ne sommes plus dans la decrepitude de la France Monarchique

) . s ; . ! ques

mais dans toute la force dune Republique adoleszente,” was his expression; and

Linferred from this, according to his own reasoning, that the force and power

France had acquired by its change of Government was much greater than it
P (=]
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could derive from any acquisition of territory; and that it followed, if France,
when under a Regal form of Government, was a very just and consteni object of
attention, not to say of jealousy, to the other powers of Europe, France (ad-
mitting his axiom) was a much more reasonable object of jealousy and attentien,
under its present Constitution, than it ever had yet been, and that no addition
“to its daminions could be seen by its neighbours, but under impressions of
alarm for theit own futuve safety, and for the general tranquillity of Europe.
M. Delacroix’s answer to this was so remarkable, that I must beg leave to
insert it, in what I believe to be nearly his own words :---% Dans l¢ tems Revolu-
tionnaire, lout ¢e que vous dites, i lord, eloit wvrai---rien n’cgaleit notre puissance ;
mais ce tems w'cxiste plus.  Nous me pouvens plus lever la Nation en masse pour wvaler
au secours de la patric en danger.  Nous ne pouvons plus engager nos concitoyens d’vuvrir
deurs bourses powr le verser dans le wresor national et de se priver meme du necessaire pour le
bien de la chose publigne’’  And he ended by saying, that the French Republic,
when at Peace, necessarily must become the most quiet and pacific Power in
Lurope. I only observed, that, in this case, the passage of the Republic from
youth to decrepitude had been very sudden; but that stil [ never could admit
that it could be a matter of indificrence to its neighbours, much less one of
necessary security to itself, to acquire such a very extensive addition to its fron=
tiers as that he hinted at,

This ted M. Delacroix to talk of offering an aquivalent to the Emperor for
the Austrian Metherlands; and it was to be found, according to his plan, in the
secularizaticn of the Three Eclesiatical Llectorates, and several Bishoprics in
Germany, and in laly, . \ .

He talked upon this subject as one very familiar to him, and on which his
thoughts had been frequently employed. .

He spoke of making new Electors, and juamed, probably with a view to
rznder his seheme niore palatable, the Stadtholder and the Dukes of Brunswick
and Wirtemberg, as persons preper to replace the three Feclesiastical Electers
which were to be re-formed. .

It would be making an ill use of your Lordship’s time to endeavour fo repeat
to vou all he said on this sabject; it ventinsubstance (a3 he himseif confessed)
to the total subversion of the present Constitution of the Germanic Body; and
cand it militated directly against the principle which both bis Majesty and
the Bmperor laid down so distinctly as the basis of the Peace to be made for
the, Empire. I coatented If with reminding him of this circumsiance,

particalarly as it is impossible to discuss this point with any propriety tili his
1 Majesty becomes a party to the Negotiation, I took this opportunity

that if, on all the other points, :1ance agreed to the proposals now
made, it would not be impossible that seme inerease of territory might be
ceded to her on the Germanic side of her frontiers, and that this, in addition
to the Dutchy of Bavoy, Nice, and Aviguen, would be & very great acquisition
of strength and power. M. Delacroix Here again reverted 0. the Constitution,
and said, that these countries were alrzady constitutionally annezed to France.
I replied, that it was impossible, in the Negotiation which we were beginning,
for the other Powers to lake it up {rom any period, but that which immediately
preceded the war; and that any acquisition or diminution of territery which
had taken piace among the Belligerent Powers since it first broke cut, must
necessarily hecome subject matter for Negotintion, and be balanced against
the other in the final arrangement of a general Peace. ¢ You then persist,”
said M. Delacroix, ¢ in apalying this inciple to Belgium?”’ I answered,
¢ Most certainly 5 and [ should not deal fairly with you if I hesitated to deciare,

in the ontset of our Negotiaiion, that, on this psini, you must entertain no ex-
pactation that his Majesty wiil reiax, or consent 10 see-the Netheriands re-
sain a part of France.

H i
M. Delacroix replied, he saw no prospect, in this casz, of our ideas ever meei-
ing. and he despaired of the success of our Negotiation. He returned again,
however, to his idea of a possibie equivalent to be found for the Emperor ;
but as all ke proposed was the alieuation or dismermberment of countries not

longing to France, even by conquest, I did not consider it as deserving at-
tention, and it s ceriainly not worth repeating to your Lordship.

voL. VL 1
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I need not observe, that all the equivalents proposed, however inadequate
to the exchange, were offered as a return for our consent that the Netherlands
'should remain part of France; of course, the admitting them in any shape
would have been in direct contradiction to my instructions.

M. Delacroix touched very slightly on Italy, and the course of our con-
versation did not bring this part of the subject more into discussion.

I must add, that whenever I mentioned the restoration of the Netherlands to
the Emperor, 1 always took care it should be understood that these were to be
accompanied by such further cessions as should form a competent line of defence,
and that France could not be permitted to keep possession of zll the intermediate
country to the Rhine; and I particularly dwelt on this point, when I held out the
possibility of admitting an extension of the limits of France on the side of Germany.
But as the French Minister no less strenuously opposed the restitution of the Ne-
therlands to the Emperor, than I tenaciously insisted upon it, the further extension
of my claim could not of course decome a subject of argument.

1 believe I have now, with a tolerable degree of accuracy, informed your Lord-
ship of all that the French Ministersaid on my opening myself to him on that part
of my instructions which more immediately relates to Peace between Great Bri-
tain, his Imperial Majesty, and France. It remainswith me to inform yvour Lord-
ship what passed between us on the subject of our respective ailies.

On the article reserving a right to the Court of St. Petersburgh, and to that of
Lisbon, to accede to the Treaty of Peace on the strict status ante bellum, the French
Minister made no other remark, than by mentioning the Allies of the Republic,
and by engniring whether I was prepared to say any thing refative to theirinterests,
which certainly the Republic could never abandon. This afforded me the oppor-
tunity of giving in the confidential Memorial B. relative to Spain and Holland, and
J;qprcf.zccd it by repeating ro him the substance of the first part of your Lordship’s

0.12

Although I had touched upon the subject of the Spanish part of St. Domingo,
when [ had been speaking to M. Delacroix on the Peace with France, yet, as it
did not become a matter of discussion between us till I came to mention the Peace
with Spain, I thought it better to place all that passed on that subject in this part
of my dispatch; it was the only point on which le ehtered ; but I by no means
infer from his not bringing forward some claims for Spain, that we are not to hear
ofany in the course of the Negotiation; on the contrary, I have little doubt that
many, and most of them inadmissible, will be made before it can end. e, how-
evc\, was silent on them, at this moment ; and confined all he had to say to com-~
“bating the idea that c<pam was bound by the T reaty of Utrecht not to alienate her
prossessions in Amervica. 1 had the Article copied in my pocket, and Iread it to
him. He confessed it wasclear and explicit, but that circumstances had so ma-
terially altered since the vear 1713, that engagements made then ought not to be
considered as in force now. I said that the spirit of the Article itselfwent to pro-
vide for distant contingencies, not for what was expected to happen at or near the
time when the Treaty was made; and that it was because the aiteration of circem-
stamces he alluded 1o, was foreseen as possible, that the clanse was inserted; and
if Spain paid any regard to the faith of Treaties, she must consider lierself as no
Tess strictly bound by this clause now, than at the moment when it was drawn up.
1 went on by saying, that it did not, however, appear quite Jmpomble that this
point might be uet‘dz_d without. much dificulty ; and that means might be devised
that his Catholic 12 jesty should not break his faith, and both I*ngland and France
be equally satislied. I then held out to him, but in general terms, that either
Spain might regain her partof St. Domingo, by making senie considerable cessien
to Great Britain and France, asthe price of Peace, or that, in return for leaving
tite whale of St. Domingo to France, we should retain either Martinico or St Lucia
and Tobago. M. Delacroix listened with a degrec of attention to these praposals,
bt e was tzarful of commit(ix\g himself by any expression of approbation, and
fie dismissed the subject of the Court of Madrid, b) ob>cn,n~ that France never
wonid forsake the interests ofns allies.

Ourconversaiion ou these of its other ally, Iolland, was much longer, as the
Memorial inevitably led at once deep into the subject. M. Delacreix affected to
treat any deviation from the ‘Lreaty of Peace between France and that country, or
any restoration of terriories acqiived under that Treaty to France, as quite ime
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practicable. He'treated as equally impracticable any attemptat restoring the ancient
form of government in the seven United Provinces. He talked with an air of
triumph of the establishment of a National Convention at the Hague, and with
an affectation of feeling, that by it the cause of freedom had extended itself over
such alarge number of people. * He, however, was ready to confess, that from
the great losses the Dutch Hepublic had sustaivned in its colonies, and particularly
from the weak manner in which they had defended them, it could not be expected
that his Majesty would consent to a full and complete restitution of them, and that
it was reasonable, that some shouid be sacrificed; and he asked me if I could
inform him how far our views extended on this point ? Isaid, I hadreason to believe
that what his Majesty would require would be possessions and settlements which
would not add to the wealth of our Indian dominions, but. only tend to se-
cure to us their safe and unmolested possessicn.  You mean by this, said M. De-
lacroix, the Cape and Trincomale? I said, they certainly came under that des-
cription ; and I saw little prospect of their being vestored to the'Dutch. M. De- -
lacroix launched forth on this into a most laboured dissertation on the value ot the
Cape of Good Hope, which he did not consider at all as a port derelache, but as a
pussession which, in our hands, would become one of the mosg fertile and most
productive colonies in the east; and, according to his estimation of it, he did not
scruple to assert, that it would ultimately be an acquisition of infinitely greater
importance to England than that of the Netherlands to France; and, if acquiesced
in, should be reckoned as a [ull and ample compensation for them. He added,
€ If you are masters of the Cape and Trincomale, we shall hold all our settle-
meunts:in India, and the islands of France and Bourbon, entirely at the tenure of
your will and pleasure ; they will be ours only as long as you choose we should
retain them.  You will be sole masters in India, and we shall be entirely depen-
dent uponyouw.” I rnpeated to him, that it was as means of defence, not of of-
fence, that these possessions would be insisted on; and that, if the matter was
fairly and dispassionately discussed, he would find that they afforded us a great ad-
ditional security, but no additional power of attack, even if we were disposed to
disturb the peace of that partof the world. Ifthese, and perhaps some few other
‘not very material settiements belonging to the Dutch, were to be insisted upon,
and if he would be pleased to enumerate all we should still have to restore/to them,
while they had nothing to restore to England, it was imposssible not to con.
sider the terms on whu.h his Majesty proposed peace to Holland as generous and
liberal. ' .

M. Delacroix was not at all disposed to agree with me on this point; and said,
Holland, stript of these ppssessions, would be ruined. He then held out, butas
if the idea had just crossed his mind, the possibility of indemnifying the Dutch for
their losses in India, by giving them a tract of territory towards the Meuse ( I could
not find out whether he meant Aix-la-Chapelle, Liege, or the countries of Juliers
and Berg), and hinted, thatif this was not to be done an additional Sugar Island
might, perhaps, be ceded to the Dutch Republic. Itold him all this *mg,h become
a aubject of future discussion ; and I conceived, that if we could agree upon the
more essential points, the Treaty would not break off on those secpndary conside-
rations. Ourconversation had now been extremely long, and M. Delacroix ended
by 513ing, that, although he had taken upon himsglf to enter with me thus far upon
the subject, yet I must not consider any thing he said as binding, or as pledging
the Republic, tili such time as he bad laid the papers! had given him before the
Ia rectory ; and, fnorder to do this with more accuracy, he againasked me, whe-
thery in his report, he was to state the disuniting Belgium from France as asine qua
zon from which his Majesty wouald not depart 7 [ veplied, it mast certainly was a
sine qua nen from waich his Majesty wouid not depart; and that any proposal sehich
would leave the Netherlands annexed to France would be attended with much
greater benefit to that pewer, aud loss to the allies, than the present relative si-
tuation of the Belligerent powers couid entitle the French Government to expect,

M. Delacroix repeated his concern at the peremplory way in which I made this
asseriion, and asked, whether it would admit of no modificaticn ?~-I replied, it
France could, in a contre projet, point out a practicable and adequate one, etill keep.
mg in view, that the Netherlands mustnot be! iong to or be fik ely again te fall into
ihe hands of France, such a proposal might certainly be taken into consideration.

M. Delacroix by no means encourzged me to explain myself more fully;
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he repcatedly said, that this difficalty relative to the Netherlands was one
which could not be overcome.

Just as I was taking leave of him, he begged me to explain what was meant by
the words in the Memoire (A) in the 4th paragraph, beginning, ¢ de sentendre
mutucllement sur los Moyens dessurer,” and ending at « lewrs possessions respeclives.””
1 told him it referred to the destructive system adopted by France in the West
Indies, and went to express a wish, that the two Powers should agree on some
general and uniform system of internal Police in the settlements there, which
would contribute to the security of those possessions to the respective countries,
and, at the same time, the happiness of every description of inhabitants in them.

M. Delacroix, = little hurt at my expression relative 1o the system adopied
by France, endeavoured to recriminate on us; but he ended by saying, that
they should certainly be willing to concur in any arrangement reiative to the
Negroes, which did not militate against the principles of their Constitution.

Here our conference ended; and as, during the whole course of it, I bore in
my mind the possibility, that, although this our first might be the only favour-
able opportunity, 1 should ever have of speaking on the general principles on
which his Majesty was disposed to treat, I endeavoured, by adverting more
or less to almost every point in my instructions, to enable M, Delacroix (if he
reports faithfully) to state to the Directory what I said; in such a manner as
10 put it out of their power to misconceive-what were his Majesty’s intentions,
to remove all possibility of cavil on this case, and to bring them to a clear and
distinct answer, whether they svould agree to open a Negotiation on the principle
of the status ante belium, or on one differing from it only in form, not in sub-
stance. I hope in attempting fo do this I did not, in the first instance, com-
mit myself, or discover more of my instructions than it became me to do, and
that in the conversation with bI. Delacroix, -nothing eseaped me which might,
at some subsequent pericd, hurt the progress of the Negotiation. 1 have, I
believe, given this conference ncarly verbatim to your Lordship; and I was
particularly anxious ta do this correctly and minutely, as well that you may
judge on the propriety of what I said myself, as that that which M. Delacroix
said to me, may be accurately known, and remain on record. :

It must, however, .be remembered (as I observed in the beginning of this
dispatch) that he spoke from himself, as Minister indeed, but not under the
jmmediate instructions of the Directory: and this consideration will take a
Yittle away from the singularity of seme of the positions he had advanced.

1 confess, my Lord, fram the civility of his mauners, and from his apparent
readiness ta discuss the subject, the impression which yemained on my mind
on leaving him was, that the Negotiaticn would go on, but be liable to so many
difficulties, and some of them so nearly insurmouniable, that, knowing as 1 do
the opinion of the Directory, Isaw litte prospect ofits terminating with success.

But I did not expect the conduct of the Directory wonld immediately be such
as to evince a manifest inclination, and even deternination to break ofi on the
first proposals; and I was a Intile surprised at receiving, en Sunday, at three’
P. M. the inclosed letter (AY from M. Delacroix; he seat it By the principat
Secretary of his Department (M. Guiraudet), who coumununicated to me the
original of the Arrate of the Directory, of which this fetter, excepting the aitera-=
tion in the form, is a literal Copy.

After perusing it, I asked M. Guirandet, whether he was informed of its con=
tents; and this led to a short conversation on them. 1 told him that both tir2
demands were so unexpected, that I could not reply to them off hand: That as
to the first, it was quite unusual to sign Memorials which were annexed 10 a
Note actually signed, and that I scarcely felt myself anihorised to depart from
what was, I believe, an invariable rule: That as to the second demand, made
in so peremptory and unprecedented a way, I could, without much hesitation,.
say at once, that it could not be complied with. M, Guiraudet Jamented this
much, and said, that this being the case, he feared our principies of Negotiation
would never coincide. = 1 agreed with him in my expresssions of concern. We
convarsed together afterwards for some time, but nothing passed at all werthy

k. 1 told hiin I shouid send my answer the next day.  On refieeling mnore
tively on the vequest, that § would sign the two memorials which 1 had giveir
in, it struck me that the complying with it pledged me 1o nothing; that itwas
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merely gratifying them on a point i-nsisted on peevishly, and that the doing it
would put ther still more in the wrong. .-

As to the strange demand of an ulmvntmn, 1tw14 periectly clear what it became
me to sav, and I hope that in the inclosed answer B. (which I sent yesterday
morning at twelve o’ciock) to M. Dehuol\, I shall be found to have adhered us
closely as possible to the spirit of my instructions.

Yesterday evening, at half past nine, M. Guiraudet brought me the note C.
to which I immediatelv replied by the Note D.  They require no comment ; and’
as I intend leaving Paris to-morrow, and travelling with all convenient speed, I
shall soon have it in my power to say the little which remains to say relative to
this sudden, though perhapsnot wnleoked for close to my inission, that I need not
trespass any further on your Lordship’s patience. MaLMESTURY.

p. 5. 'I thought it would be proper for his Majesty’s Minister at Vienna to re~
ceive the earliestinteiiigence of the negotiation being broken off ; I thersfore have
dispatched a messenger to Vienna with a copy of the several p‘.pcrs which have
passed between me and Monsienr Delacroix since our conference, and also a sue-
cinct account of what passed on it. M.

sIn, Paris, Dec. 18,

The Executive Directory has heard the reading of the Official Note, signed by
you, and of two confidential memorials, without signatures, which were 'mnc\ed
to it, and which you gave in to me yesterday., I am charged expressly by the Di-
rectory to declare to you, that it cannot listen to any confidential note without a
signature, and to require of you to give in to me oflicially, within four and twenty
hours, your Ultimatum, signed by you. CIf. DELACROIX,

N Paris, 1gth Dec. 1756,

Lord 1 \h.meabury in answer fo the letter which the Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs had the goodness to transmit to him through the haiids of the Secretary Ge- .
neral of his department, must remark, that in siguing the Official Note, which he

gave in to that Minister, by order of his court, he thought he had complied with
'111 the uswal formaliti cs, and had given the newwuy authenticity to the two con-’
fidential memsrials which were mme\nd to it. Ievertheless, 1o remove ail diffi-
culties, a: fav as lies in his power, he willingly adopts the forms which are pointed
out by the resol 'vhon of the Executive .On:.ctmv, and hastens to send to the Mi-
nister for Foreign Affairs. the two memorials signed by his hand.

With respact to the positive demand ofan Uitimatum, Lovd Malmesbury observes,
that insisting on that point in so peremptory a manner, before the two Powers shall
have communicated to each other their respective pretensions, and the articles
of the future treaty shall have been snbmitted tothe discussions, which the dif-
ferent interests which are to be adjusted, nocessarily demand; is to shut the door
against all Negotiation.  He therefore can add nothing to the assurances which -
he has aiready given to the Minisier for Foreign Aflairs, as well by word of mouth,
a3 in his Offieia! N Kote; and he repeats that he is ready to enter with that Minister
into evers explanation of which the 'state and progress of the Negotiatien may
admit, and that he will not faii to entey into the dizcussion of the proposals of his
conrt, orof « any counler projectaebich may be delivered to mm, o the part of the Executive
Directory, with that candour aud that spirit of conciliation which correspond with the
jast a and pacific sentimxents of his court.

Piris, Dec. 19,
The undersigned Minister for Toreign Affuirs is charged by the Executive Di-
rectory toanswer to Lord Malmesbury's two notes of the r7th and rgth Dec.
that the Exccutive Directory will listen to no proposais, contrary to the Consti-
tution, to the Laws, and to the Treaties which bind the Eepublic. ‘
And as Lerd Malmesbury announces at every communication, that he is it want
of the advice of his Court, from which it results that ke acts a part merely passive
in the Negotiation, which renders his presence at Paris useless; the unflcm'r'wd
is further charged {o give him notice to deqrt from Paris in eight and forty} novr', .
with atl the persons \'"10 have accompanied and followed him, “and to quit, as ex
pediticusly as possible, the territory of the Republic. The Undcx'grcd dcc:drw,
woreover, in the name of the Execntive Directory, that if the B;.\ sh Gabinet is
desirous of peace, the Sxecntive Divectory is ready to follow the Negotiations, ac-
cording to 1he busis laid dewn in the present nete, b_{ the reciproca lch.mml of
couriers, Cll. DELACROIX.
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THE late Lord John Cavendish,
whose death we announced in our
last, was the son of the fourth, and
ancle of the present, Duke of Devon-
shire. Through life, till the late alarm,
and the consequent disunion of his
friends, he was, in politics, attached
to the Whig interest; and, on various
occasions, acted the part of a zealous
and virtuous patriot. ‘In the Whig Ad-
ministration formed under the Marquis
of Rockingham, in 1763, he was ap-
pointed one of the Lords of the Trea-
sury. During the fatal Amerjcan War,
he constantly voted in opposition to
the measures of the Ministry.---~--On
the Sth of March, 1732, immediately
before the resignation of Lord North,
his Lordship made the famous motion,
that the American war ‘and the dis-
tressed situation of the country, at that
time, was occasioned by the want of fore-
sight and ability of bis Majesty's Ministers.
The motion was lost by a majority of
only ten, the numbers being 226 against
216, On the z7th of that month, on
the general change of administration,
his Lordship came into power, as Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, with his friends,
the Marquis of Rockingham and Mr.
. Fox. On the lamented death of the
Marquis, on the 1st of July following,
the appointment of the Ear! of Shelburn
{now Marquis of Lansdowne) to be first
Lord of the Treasury, gave so much
oifence to Lord John, Messrs. Fox, &c.
that they tesigned their offices, and
again entered into opposition.  On this
oceasion, Mr. Pitt, the prascnt premier,
succeeded as Chancellor of the Exche-
quer.” On the motion, on the 17th of
ieb. 1783, for an Address of Thauks
on the general peace, Lord John Caven-
dish moved an amendment, which was
sapporied by Lord Nerth, and carried
against the Ministry by a majority of
224 against 208, On the 21st of the
fame month, he moved a string of re-
solutions, disapproving of the terms of
the late peace, which were also carried
against the Ninistry by against 190,
The Ministry, at length, were com-
pelied 10 give way to the unyielding
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and determined spirit of the opposition ;
and, on the 2d of April, the famous
coalition Ministry was formed, in'which
Lord Johnonce more became Chancellor
of the Exchequer. On the dismissal of
the coalition Ministry, on the 27th of
December of ihe same vear, he was once
more succeeded by Mr. Pitt, as Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer. From that
time till the commencement of the
French war, he constantly voted with
his old friends. e however, in 1793,
became the dupe of the alarmists, and
his political character will, in conse-
quence, be tarnished in the eyes of pos-
terity, for having lent his vote and
interest in support of the most destruc-
tive war, in which this country was
ever engaged. Lord John Cavendish is,
notwithstanding, admitted cn ail hands
to have been one of the most pure and
exalied characiers, even of his own il-
lustrious family; and his death is a
subject of real concern to zli who en-
‘joved the honour of his friendship.

On the 8th of August, of the yellew
fever, at Grenada, Dr. Francis Riollay,
M. D. of the University of Oxford, and .
a fellow of the college of Physicians, a
gentleman, whose social virtues and
professional taleutswill be long remem-
bered by the small circle of friends who
had the happiness of knowing him. He
practised physic for some years in Lon-
don and Margate ; but'not meeting with
that degree of success to which his abi-
lities entitled him, he was induced to
accept of the situation of physician to
the forces destined to the West Indian
expedition; but after a residence of
about four.months at Grenada, he fell
a sactifice to the unhealthy climate of
that island.

On the 15th of August, at Grenada,
Brigadier - General Archibald Camp-
bell, of the 29th Regiment. He en-
tered into that regiment in the year
1759. From 1765 to 1773, he served
with that rogiment in New England,
and was on scveral occasions employed
against that peeple during the distur-
bances in ihat province. In 1776 the
regiment was again ordered o foreign
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service to Canada. In the cowmpaign
of 1777, Captain Campbell was present
at all the actions fought under General
Burgoyne. In 1780, he obtained the
brevet rank of Major. In 1782, he com~
manded, under Sir Frederic Haldimand,
a very important post on Lake-Cham-
plain.  In 1785, Major Campbell was
appointed, with extensive powers, com-
mandant of the posts sitnated on the
five great lakes, which situation he filled
with the highest credit. In October,
1787, the Regiment being relieved,. re-
turned home. In November, 1790, he
got the brevet rank of Lieutenant-
Colonel; in August, 1795, that of
Colonel of the z29th forming part of
Sir R. Abercrombie’s army. Colonel
Campbeil, on his arrival in the West
Indies, was appointed a Brigadier-Ge-
neral, and sent with his brigade to Gre-
nada. On the 25th of last March he
commanded, and succeeded in an attack
upon a large body of the enemy, posted
on the heights of Port Royal. This
was the last action of consequence in
which he had an opportunity to distin-
guish himself. In August foliowing
he died, after a few days iliness; and
the loss of so brave and worthy a wan
Is said to have excited the tears of the
whole island.

Lately, at Nerwich, inhis 83d year,
‘Bamuel Briggs, ‘the last surviving
member of a society of herbalists, in
that city, consisiing chiefly of journey-
men in the manufactory, who very laud-
ably passed many hours of their leisure
in the sumnermenths, in the study and
collection of plants, and were the first
who propagated and cultivated the Rhu-
barb Plant in this country; a specimen
of which they sent to the celebrated
Miller, author of the Gardiner’s Dic-
tionary ; and at length cured the root
to such perfection as to rival in colour,
flavour, and every madical quality, the
productions of Russin and Turkey.-~-
Briggs was also a performer on the
French horn, in which capacity he. at-
tended the Guild-day processions of the
Corporation, until his judgment and
powers were superseded by others of
more correct taste and capacity, when
being told that he must be dismissed,
he signified to the gentlemen of the
City Committee, that if thev would
spare him such disgrace, he would only
put his mouth to the instrument, and
not disturb the harmony of the band by
blowing a single note: this siroke of

natural simplicity operated in his favour,
and he was some years after retained
as a dumb waiter among the- municipal
minstrels.

Lately, after a lingering illness, Mrs.
Reynolds, wife of Capt. Reynolds, of
Durham-house, near Chelsea College.
The loss of her eldest son, who died cap-
tain of a troop in the West Indies, made
too deep an impression on her mind to
be removed by any consolation, notwith--

‘standing the most endearing and filial

endeavours of the remaining part of her

" family.

Lately, after a tedious indisposition,
the Right Rev. Dr. William Buller,
Lord Bishop of Exeter. Several severe
domestic dispensations weighed down
thisexcellent prelate, and are considered
as a primary cause of his dissolution.
Besides the gallant Colonel Buller, who
was slain on the Continent, he has lost
two sons by consumption.

LATELY IN THE WEST INDIES.

Major Edwards, Lient. Williams, and
Ensign Horton, of the 3d reg ; Majov
Wilsen, of the 27th; Capt. Johnston,
and Dr. Walker, 31st; Liecut, Hallibur-
ten, 34th; Lieut. Nuttall, 38th; Lieut.
Col. Malcolm, 1st West Indiareg; Cap-
tain Maclean, 2d; Lieut. Col. Innes,
4th 3 Major de Ravigne, voyal artillery;
Captain Kerr, York rangers; Lieut.
&’Etendis, royal etrangeres ; Lieutenants
Rogueir, Dubeck, and Chirure, and En-
sign Chirure, Lewinston’s. B. Major
Alcroft, Lieutenants Mitchell, Johnston,
Delty, and Cox, Ensign Corse, and Sur-
geon Cootes, of the 2d reg ; Lieutenants
Bond, Galway, and Cock, and Surgeon
Murdell, of the 3d; Major Armstrong,
Captain Armstrong, Mr. Causland, and
Lieut. Sankey, 8th ; Captain Burbridge,
gth; Lieut. Rumbold, 14th; Captain
Langford, and Lieutenants Willoughby
and Manners, 15th; Lieutenants Black-
stone, Hannigon, sen. Hannigon, jun.
and Ridley, 25th; Lient.-Colonels il-
man and Drammond, Captains Gilman,
Bibby, Dunlop, Le Mesurier, Lieute-
nants Cook, Scott, Milligan, Kirby, and
Winthorp, Ensigns Bailie and Strothers,
and Surgeons Ross and Carrol, 275th;
Lieut.-Col. Scott, 28th ; Brig:-General
Campbell, 29th; Captain Murray, Lieu-
tenants Clark and Hay, Surgeons Reed,
M‘Mullen, and Rainsford, 31st; Lien-

tenants Ldwards, TFitzgerald, Oliver,
Coleboyd, and O¢Farrel, 32d; Licut.

Perkins, 4oth ; MajorsChristie andCamp-
bell, 42d; Lizut.-Cel. Riddell, Captain
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Creigh, Lieutenants Chambers, Wright,
Stoney, Gardner, and Macleod, and Sur-
geon Lamont, 44th; Lieut.-Col. Camp-
bell, Gunthorp, Lieutenants Hughes,
Darenzy, Evans, Palphymer, Daniell,
and Wood, Ensigns Seymour, Smyth,
and \’Vh)te, and Surgeon Clmpman,
48th.

Lately, at Martinique, aged 27, Dr.
‘Story, physician on the stafl to the
army, anative of Penrith, Cumberland,
an ingenious young gentleman of great
“eminence in his profession.

Dec. 26. John Naylor, of Bread-
street, Cheapside.

In Argyle Buildings, Bath, aged 8o,
"George Welsh, Esq. Banker, of London.

28. At R'mscombe-house, near Marl-
borough, the wife of the Rev. Mr. Ro-
gers,

»J"m 1. Suddenly, at hishouse in Ber-
"ners-street, James DBradley, Esq. Se-
“cretary to the India-Board Office, White-

hall.

2.- In Eastgate-street, Bury St. Ed-
mund’s, Ann Prigg, widow, having at-
tained the extraordinary age of 104

" years, and retained her faculties to the
last. .

At her house in Argyle-street, Mrs.
Mitford, widow of the late John Mit-
ford, Esq. of Neswtown, in Hampshire.

5. At Edgeware Road, Miss M. A.

- Hanvott, daughter of Mr. Hanrott, in
the Poultry ; a child in years, but mature
in knowledge, from the earliest and.most
extroadinary propensity for investiga-
tion. Her manners were meek and
gentle, and evinced such principles of
innate goodness, as rendered herdesery-
cdly an.object of admiration and aftec-
tion with all who knew her.

7. The Rev. John Bree, Rector of
Mark’s Tay, Com. Essex.

8. At his hounse at Hammersmith,

" the Rev. Morgan Jones, LL. D.

1o, William Gillum, Esq. late of the
East India House.

" 11. Mrs. Poertello, wife of My, Por-
tello, of Hammersmith.

12, - At Kilburn, much lamented by
all who had the pleasure of cenversing
with and knowing her incomparable
goodness of heart, Mrs. Elizabeth Mary
“Johnston, the wile of Mr, Alex. John-
ston, of the Theatre Royal, Drury-lane.

14.. At Lady Gardner’s, Portland-
plau, the infant daughter of John Corn-
wall, jun. Esq.

18. At hislordship’s house, in Port~
land-place, the Right Hon. Lady Ran-
cliffe, wife of the Right Hon. Thomas
Boothb), Lord Rancliffe, of the kingdom
of Ireland. Her ladyshxp was only
daughter, since, by the death of her bro-
ther, only child to Sir William James,
formerly of India, and late of Eltham
park, in the county of Kent, Bart. She
was married very early in life to Lord
Rancliffe, by whom she had eight chil-
dren, six of whom are now living to de-
plore the loss of an affectionate parent.
In person, her ladyship was beautiful;

. inmanners,amiable and captivating ; and
, possessed a most cultivated mind.

of
the more clegant accomplishments she
was a perfect mistress. In drawing in
patticular she was unrivalled. Her af-
fability and benevolence endeared her to
every one who knew her. Misery never
asked relief without obtaining it; nor
did the sigh of anguish heave in vain,
She was the handmaid of the charities;
and virtue seemed to have put on her
form, to gain herself lovers among the
sons of men. Such was Lady Rancliffe;
and truth consecrates this tribute to her
memory, which will live when this frail
record shall be no more.

24. At Edinburgh, John M‘Laurin,
LEsq. of Dreghorn, one of the Senators
of the College of Justice,

25. - At his lordship’sseat, at Bur-
leigh-hall, Lincolnshire, the Rwht Hbn,
the Countess of Exeter.

29. Af Dublin, the Right Hon. Lord
Baron Trimblestown, aged sixty. His
Lordship was second Baron of that
kingdom.

Lately, in John-street, Bedford -row,
Mrs. Amy Filmer, .uster to Sir .Tohn
Filmer, Bart.

Lately, in Maresfield 'Workhouse,
Thomas Wigmore, at the age of 10z
years, It is not unworthy of remark,
that, at the age of 82, with as much re-
solution as rashness, he cut off his own
right hand, - .

Lately, the Rev. Jeremiah Bigsby,
B, A. rector of St. Peter's, in Notting-
ham.

In Charlotte sireet, Portland-place,
aged 73, John Wade, Esq. youngest
son of the late field-marshal Wade. :

Mrs. Pye, wife of Henry James Pye,
Esq. late member for the county of
Berks,




