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ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT. 

The following letter from \\1r. Sinnett to Mrs. 
Besant gives particulars of the voting which will 
be of interest to members. The formal annoullce­
ment of Mrs. Besant's election was made by l\Ir. 
Sinnett at the recent Convention. 

July 1st, 1907. 
To Mrs. Allllie Besant, 

DEAR MADAM, 
Following up my letter of the 28th, an­

nouncing the ratification of your nomination as 
President, I send you an account of the voting <lS 

reported to me by the General Secretaries. 

Indian Section -
A merican Section 
British Section -
DlItch Section -
French Section -
German Section 
Scandinavian Section 
Sydney, Australi;J. 
Cuban Section -
I talian Section -

':'U nattached Indian votes 

Yes. No. 
3,571 47 
1,}19 679 
1,189 261 

781 
600 
582 
548 
539 
188 
1 46 
117 

50 
20 

° 5 

12 
3 

9,580 1,092 

These figures represent a majority in your 
fayonr so largely in excess of the required two­
tlnrds that I do not think it necessary to wai t for 
the returns from the New Zealand Section, nor for 
the outstanding returns of the Australasian Section, 
before declaring the ratification to have been com-

• These are from members attached directly to Adyar, 
not necessarily Indian members. 

------=---::...~-=---=---==:: 

plete. No returns still to come can possibly alter 
its character. 

I ha ve the honour to be, 
Yours very truly, 

A. P. SINNETT. 

Since this letter was written tIle voting from 
the New Zealand Section has been announced as 
" Yes," 246, " No," 30. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

To the Theosophical Society, its Officers alld Me 111 be 15 : 

DEAR FRIENDS, 
By an overwhelming majority you have 

ratifIed the nomination of our President-Founder, 
made by his Master's order, and have called upon 
me to take up work as his successor in the high 
office of President of the Theosophical Society. 
The Society, as a whole, has thus c1lO~en to CO;1-

tinue in the path marked out from its inception, 
and trodden by its two outer Founders; it has re­
fused to reject tlie guiding hand which gave jt jls 
first President, and indicated its second; it there­
fore goes forward on its new cycle cf acti',nty, with 
its elected President at its head, under the hene­
diction which rested upon it at its birth and is 
now repeated, as the chosen vehicle for the direct 
influence of the l\Iasters of the \VISDO),1 011 the 
world, as the standard· bearer of the mighty Theo­
sophical JIlovement which is sweeping thrOlwl! all 
religions, all literature, all art, all craft, th~ough 
all the activities of a humanity preparing itsell to 
take a new step forward in ci vilisation. 

The Society asserts itSElf as a nucleus of Uni­
versed Brotherhood, and its speciality, as such a 
nucleus, is indicated by its name --Theosophical. 
It is its function to proclaim and sprtpd abroacl 
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Theosophy, -the Divine \Visdom, the Brahma 
Vidya, the Gnosis, the Hermetic Science--the one 
suprellle Fact, the Truth of all truths, the Light 
of all lights, that Man may know God, lllay attain 
the knowledge which is Eternal Life, hecause he 
is himself of that Nature which he seeks to know. 

On this fact, this all-pervading identity of nature, 
tbs U:--:!TY, is based the Univcrs[ll Brotherhood, 
and, to bring the outer proofs o[ it, it searches 
through all religions and philosophies, and dives 
into the hidden secrets of natllre and of mall. 

Because of this fact, it welcomes to its meJ1lber­
ship lllen and women of all religions, of all opinions, 
and, provided they recognise the Brotherhood as 
universal, it demands from them no belief in any 
fact, however sure, in any teaching, howevcr vital. 
\Vith a splendid faith in the victorious power of 
Truth, it dIsregards all the barriers which super­
ficially divide Humanity-sex, race, crced, colour, 
caste-and welcomes those as brothers who deny 
even the very truths on which Brotherhood is 
based, and who rejcct even the H_evealers who 
make its realisation possible for Humanity. Its 
platform is as wide as thought, its all-embrilcing 
love is as the sun wbich gives warmth and life to 
alJ, e\-en to those \\"ho are blind to its light. 

The condition of the continuing life of the So­
ciety is its perfect toleration of all diITerenccs, of 
all shades of opinion. None has the right to ex­
clude his brother for difference of thought, nor to 
claim for his own tbought a fuller liberty of expres­
siun tllan he claims for tbat of another. Complete 
liberty of thought must be guarded by all of us­
by me, as your President, most of all--not granted 
as a privilege or a concession, but recognised as the 
inherent right of the intellect, as its breath of life. 
Tolerance, even with the intolerant, must be our 
rule. And this must be our principle in life and 
action, not only in words, lest a fatal ortbodoxy, 
checking new initiative and Dew growth, should 
stealthily spread in the Society. Vie Illust wel­
come differences of thought, and give free play to 
thcir expression, so that Ollr windows may be 
kept open to all new light. This is not only sound 
principle, but it is also sound policy, for thus only 
can Ilew avellues to knowledge constantly open 
before llS. \\-e possess only portions of the Trnth, 
and 110 searcher must be hindered or frowned 
upon, lest the Society should lose some fragment 
that he may have found. Better the telllporary 
life of a thousand falsehoods, than the stiHing of 
one truth at the hom of its birth. I claim tbe 
help of every TLeosophist in this guarding of our 
liherty, for universal and constant vigilance is 
necessary lest it should be infrillged. 

Rut let it not be supposed that this perfect free­
dom of opinion connotes indifference to truth in 
any who hold definite convictions as to any facts, 
or should prevent them from full expression of 
their own convictions, of their belIefs, or of their 
knowledge. There is perfect freedol11 ohtffirma­
tion among 1)'; as well as of denial, and scepticism 
must not claim greater rights of expression than 
knowledge. For the Society as a whole, by its 
very name, affirms the existence of the Divine 
WisdoJl1, and the affirmation wo~J1l1 be futile if 

that Wisdom were beyond human attainment. 
Moreover, the Society would be without a reason 
for its being if it did not, as a whole, spread the 
Teachings which lead up to the attainment of that 
\Visdom, while leaving to its members as indi­
viduals the fullest freedom to give to any of those 
teachings any form which expresses their own 
thinking, and evcn to deny anyone of them. Each 
Truth can only he seen by a man as he de\'elopes 
the power of vision corresponding to it; the 
Society, by refusing to impose on its members any 
expressions of Truth, does not Illean tbat a man 
sbould remain blind, but declares tbat man's 
power of vision increases in tbe open air of free­
dom better than in the hot-houses of unreasoned 
beliefs. Hence the Society does not im pose on its 
members even the truths by \\ihich it lives, 
although the deniell of those truths by it, as a 
Society, would be suicide. 

The Theosophical Society thus offers to the 
thinkers of cvery religion and of none a common 
platform, on which they may meet as Lovers of 
Truth, to learn frolll and to teach each other; it 
stands as the herald of the coming time when all 
religions shall sec themselves as branches of One 
l{eligion, the \\'151)0;..1 OF GOD. As its President 
I say to all lllen of pe[lce and goodwill: " Come, 
and let us lahour together for the establishmcnt of 
the kingclom of religious Truth, religious Peace, 
and religious Freedom upon earth-the true 
KingdoJll of lIeaven." 

So much for Oilr principles. \\'hat of our 
practice? 

\Ve owe to the President-Founder a well­
planned organisation, combining complete divi­
sionalliberty with the strength ensured by attc.ch­
ment to a single centre. Some details may need 
amendment, but the work of organisation is prac­
tically complete. Our work is to use the organisa­
tion he created, and to guide it to the accom­
plishment of its purpose-the spread of theosophical 
ideas, and the growth of our knowledge. 

For the first, our Lodges should not be content 
with a progralllme of lectures, private amI public, 
allll with ciasses. The members should be known 
as good workers in all branches of heneilcent 
activity. The Lodge should he the centre, not 
the circumfercnce, of our work. To thc Lodge for 
inspiration alld knowledge; to the world for ser­
vice and teaching. The members should take part 
in loed clubs, societies, and debating associations, 
;lnd should both offer theosophical lectures, and 
lectures in which theosophical ideas can be put 
forth on the (luestions of the day. They should, 
when members of religious bodies, hold classes 
outside the Society for members of their faith, in 
which the spiritual, instead of the literal, meaning 
of Hindu, Buddhist, Christian, and other doctrines 
should be expbined, and the lives of the great 
mystics of all religions should be taught. They 
should see that children receive religious education, 
according to their respective faitbs. They should 
in every way band on the light which they ha\'e 
recei ved, and replenish their own torch with oil at 
the Lodge meetings. People belonging to kindred 
movements shollld be invited to the Lodge, and 
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visits should be paid to them in tmn. Lodges 
with a numerous membership should form groups 
for special work. For the second, the growth of 
Ollr jmowledge, groups should he formed for stlldy 
under each of our Objects. Under the fir"t, the 
intellectual and socialmo\'ements of the day should 
be stnclied, their tendencies traced out and their 
methods examined; the results of these studies 
would help tIle outside workers in their cllOice of 
activities. It would be useful also if, in every 
Lodge, a small group of Jl1elll hers were formed, 
harl1lo1]iolls in thought and feellllg, who should 
meet once a week for a quiet hour, for combined 
silent thought for a given purpose, and for united 
meditation on some inspiring idea; the members 
of this group Illight also agree on a time at which, 
daily, they should unite in a selected thought­
effort to aid the Lodge. Another gronp should 
study under the second Object, and this group 
should supply lecturers on Theosophy to the outer 
world, and 110 lecturer should be sent out by a 
Lodge who was not equipped for his work by such 
study. A third group might take up the third 
Object of the Society, 'and work practically at re­
search, carrying on their work, if possible, under 
the direction of a member who has already some 
experience on these lines, and thus increasing our 
store of knowledge. 

There are many other lines of useful work which 
should be taken up, series of books to be planned, 
concerted activities in dilTerent lands. These are 
for the future. But I trust to make the Presidency 
a centre of life-radiating force, inspiring and 
uplifting the whole Society. 

In oruer tbat it may be so, let me close with a 
final word to all who have aided and to all who 
have worked against me ill the election now over. 
vVe ail are lovers of the sallle Ideal, and ea"er 
servants of Theosophy. Let liS all then worl~in 
amity, along our different lines and in our different 
ways, for our beloved Society. Let not those who 
have worked for me expect me to he always right, 
nor those who have worked against me expect 
me to be always wrong. Help me, 1 pray 
you all, in iillin~; well the office to which 1 ll<lve 
been elected, ,llld share \Vi th me the bllrden of om 
common WOlk. \Vhere you agree with llIe, fullow 
and work \\'ith me; where you disagree, criticise 
and work against me, but without bitterness and 
rancour. Diversities of method, di\'ersitles of 
tbought, diversities of operation, will emich, not 
weaken, our movement, if love inspire allll cbarity 

, judge. Only through you and with you can the 
. Presidetlcy be useful to the Society. IIelp me so 
to fill it as to hand it on a richer legacy to my suc­
cessor. And so may the Masters guide and prosper 
the \Vork which they ba\'e given into my bands, 
and blessed. 

ANN!E JlESANT, 

PrcsidCllt oJ tlte TltcosoPhiCllI Society. 
LONIl(j:-l, 29, vi., I907. 

THE CONVENTION. 

T~e recent Convention was attended by an ex­
ceptlOnally large number 01 members and in spite 

of the fact that the International Congress had 
held its meeting in Munich such a short tillle 
before, a considerable number of friends from 
other countries lVere present. 

On Saturday, July 6th, an informal meeting of 
representatives was held at 28, Albemarle Street, 
and a large part of t he agend~, for the business 
meeting was discussed. This greatly expedited the 
work of the forlllal lI1eeting, which was so heavy 
that otherwise it might have been impossible to 
carry it through in a single sitting. 

1\ t the llllsiness meeting on Saturday afternoon" 
at Essex IIall, 11rs. Desant, in opening the meet­
ing as the newly elected President, announced 
that sire had asked Mr. Sinnett to continue in 
the of/ice of Vice-President and that he had 
consented. 

It was resolv~d that the Executive Committee 
and such members as might be invited to co­
operate with it, should consider the rules of the Sec;­
tion and report upon them to the next Convention. 
No immediate changes in the rules ,",-ere decided 
upon. 

Miss Spink as Ceneral Secretary, Miss \Vard 
as Treasurer and M r. Tovey as Auditor were 
all re-elected. For the Executive Committee the 
following nominations were voted upon by ballot; 
the numbers indicate the result of the vote: i\Irs. 
Betts, 36; l\Ir. Cattallacb, 46; :Mr. Glass, 6+; 
11 r. Goode, 19; Miss (; osse, 7; Mrs. Leo, 13; 
Miss L1oyd, 3(J; 1',11'. i\Iarsden, 61; Mr. 1Iead, 
60; ])r. Nllnn, 49; !\Iiss Se\-ers, 14; Mrs. Sharpe, 
58; Mr. Sidley, I3; Mr. Thomas, 54; Mr. \Vedg­
wood, It). As eight members only were elected a 
special vote was taken on the tie between i\irs. 
Betts and Miss Lloyd. As the iinal result the new 
Executive Committee consists of the following: 
1\Ir. Cattanach, Mr. (;Iass, Miss Lloyd, Mr. 
Marsden, Mr. Mead, Dr. N1I1111, Mrs. Sharpe, 
11 r. Tholllas, and the General Secretary and 
Treasurer cx-ojjicio. 

ScilOr Jose XifrC: and Dr. 1\Tersch were elected 
as honorary members to represent Spain and 
Belgium. 

The reception on Saturday evening at 28, Albe­
marle Street was attended by between 300 and 
400 melllbers, ancl was IIlOst successful. The dis­
cussion meeting and the public meeting on Sunday 
at Essex Hall Were lloth very well attended. 

The usual l\.eport of tire Convention goes to the 
members with this issue of THE VAHAN. 

l\xrE SPINK, 

G mCl'al Secretary . 

SECTIONAL RULES. 

In accordance with the resolution passed at 
COllvention the Executive COlllmittee are inviting 
other IlIemlJers to co-operate with it in considering 
the 1\lIles of the Section and to report to the Con­
\'entiol~ of !C)od. As it would be of great value 
to the COlllmittee to be in touch with the opinion 
of the Section on these questions melllbers are 
cordially invited to send in any suggestions and 
opinions they lIIay ha vc. It would be especially 
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"helpful if every Branch would set apart at least 
one meeting for the consideration of the rules and 
would report to the Committee the conclusions 
arrived at. 

Such a meeting or meetings could very well be 
arranged as part of the autumn syllabus of work. 
Suggestions should reach me on or before Decem­
ber 1 st, 1907, and for the convenience of the Com­
mittee three copies at least of each communication 
should he sent, written on one side of the paper 
only. The attention of members is particularly 
called to this. 

KATE SPINK, 

Gel/eral SccrefaJY. 

FINANCE. 

The fact that the expenditure of the Section for 
last year was in excess of the income was a rather 
regrettable feature in the Balance Sheet presented 
to the recent Convention. It was suggested to 
me by a member, who kindly offered to commence 
with a gift of £5, that I should open a list of 
donations with a view to wiping off the deficit. I 
was glad to adopt the suggestion, and have the 
pleasure to acknowledge the following amounts 
already recei ved : 

Mrs. A., £5; Miss S., 105.; Miss G., 55.; \\l. 
and E. \V. H., 105. 6d.; K. D. F., 25. 6d.; Miss 
C., lOS. ; Mr. Z., 105.; Mr. l\I., 105.; Mr. n., 25.; 

J. O. S. B., £5 55.; A. M. L., 55.; Miss S., IS. 

Total, £13115. 

In addition I have promises amounting to 
£ 3 J 25., and I shall be very pleased to receive 
further sums from any members \"ho desire to 
help in placing the finances of the Section on a 
somewhat better footing during the current year. 

EDlTII \V ARD, 

1/(l1l. Treasurer. 

CLOSING OF HEADQUARTERS IN 

AUGUST. 

As notified in the July VAHAN, the ro0111S at 28, 
Albemarle Street, will be closed as usual for clean­
ing and repairs during the month of August, 
reopening on September I st at the custolllary 
time. 

KATE SPINK, 

GC1lcral Secretary. 

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR 
RESEARCH INTO MYSTIC 

TRADITION. 

The historical field in which research reveals 
innumerable traces of Mystic Tradition is one 
which can only be adequately tilled by combined 
work in many lands. In most, if not all, the 
countries of Europe splendid libraries exist, and 

the Mystic Hesearcher travels wearily from country 
to country, visiting and ransacking these in turn. 
Be exhausts time, strength, and money in his 
isolated quest, too limited by time and power. 

In order to facilitate this work of research, 
which has hitherto been chiefly undertaken by 
Mrs. Cooper-Oakley, and to develop it further, I 
have formed an International Committee, with 
one member in each European country. This 
member will gather round him a band of students, 
and will set these to work on any selected subject. 
The results will be handed in to the 10calmell1ber, 
and sent on by him to the lIon. Secretary. 

It is proposed to issue a Quarterly Transactio7l, 
containing reports of work done, brief articles on 
i mportan t rJ uestion s of research, notes, indica tions 
of libraries where literature on Mysticism may be 
fonnd, and reviews of mystic works issued by other 
labourers in the same field. Questions bearing on 
the Mystic Tradition may be sent for answer; 
information Illay he asked for as to references, 
books, etc.; notes of individual research lllay be 
sent, and any interesting" finds" reported. Such 
a periodical pllblication will not, of course, inter­
fere with independent works, such as articles and 
books on the sallle subjects, but will serve as a 
means of communication between workers in all 
lands on similar lines. All literary matter and 
subscriptions should be sent to the Hon. 
Secretary. 

Annual sllbscription (post free), 45., or its 
erJuivalent. 

Single copies (post free), IS. 6d. 
Any serious student in any country, who is a 

member of the Theosophical Society, may apply 
to be enrolled among the b~,nd of workers in his 
own country, addressing the Member of the 
Committee resident therein. 

Preside lit 

Hon. Secretary 

Austria 

Belgium 
Denmark 
England 

France 
Germany 

Holland 
IIungary 

Ireland 
Italy 

ANNIE BESANT, 

Pl'esidmt of Ihe Theosophical Society. 

COMMITTEE. 

Mrs. Cooper-Oakley, 48, Via 
Vincenzo l\Ionti, Milan, Italy. 

Mons. G. A. Mallet, Les Bois 
des Monlier s, Varengeville 
S/m (Seine Inf.), France. 

Dr. Franz Hartmann, Hallein, 
bei Salzburg, Austria. 

Not yet appointed. 

" " Miss Lilian Lloyd, Theosophical 
Society, 28, Albemarle Street, 
London, W. 

Mons. G. A. l\Iallet. 
Herr Ludwig Deinhard, 18, 

Koniginstrasse, IVlunich, Ger­
many. 

De Heer Langeveld, The Hague. 
Herr L. F. Starck, Zsigmond 

Utcza I, Budapest II. 
Not yet appointed. 
Sr. G. SuIli Eao, Casa Editrice 

Ars Eegia, 27, Corso Magenta, 
Milan. 
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Norway 
Russia 

Scotland 

Servia and the 
Balkan States 

Not yet appointed. 
Mdlle. Nina de Gernet, Antonis­

berg 5, Reval, Estony. 
Mrs. Drummond, 4, Learmonth 

Terrace, Edinburgh. 
Herr Stojitsch (Ministerial-

beamter), Belligyminiszter-
iUI11, Budapest, Hnngary. 

In order to facilitate the valuable organisation 
formed by the President, I should be very glad 
to receive any hints, suggestions, or advice from 
members or non-members of the Theosophical 
Society, as to the best and most useful way this 
work can be carried out. 

During the whole of Allgnst 1 shall be staying 
at the address below, in order to arrange with 
the Hon. Secretary the details of the scheme. 

Letters may be sent in French, Italian or 
German, and I shall be most grateful [or any sug­
gestions as to the development of this work. The 
main idea to be borne in mind, in such research, 
is to show how the Ancient vVisdom l\eligion has 
been the foundation of all mystic traditions, and 
to show the connecting links between the many 
and diverse outer organisations in Europe with 
their one source of Life and Light. 

Address to August 1st: 42, Cheyne Comt, 
Chelsea, S.\V. 

From August 1St to September 1St: 
Madame Guillaume Mallet, Les Bois 
Moutiers, Varengeville-sllf-mer, Seine 
France. 

Chez 
des 

[nL, 

From September 1St to 15th: presso Signora 
Boggiani-\Vagner, Villa lJoggialli, Stresa, Lago 
I\Iaggiori, ltaly. -

Frol11 September 15th onward: 4:-\, Via Vincenzo 
Monti, Milan, Italy. 

At this latter address letters will always find me 
whether in I taly or Hungary. 

ISABEL COOI'EI,-OAKLEY. 

BUREAU OF THEOSOPHICAL 
ACTIVITIES. 

A meeting of mem hers interested ill local work 
was held at 31, St. James' Place, London, on 
July 9th, the President in the chair. It being 
felt that propaganda work bad flagged in districts 
that were not included in any Federation, it was 
decided to form a Central Bureau in London, 
which should work band in hand with Federa­
tions already existing, and endeavour to bridge 
the gaps between workers and work in other areas. 
Such a Bureau may be applied to by districts 
in want of a lecturer, or by lecturers in want of 
a field of activity. It will revive tbe press work, 
which, for some years, bas been discontinued, and 
utilise scattered members for correspondence with 
younger students. It is hoped that many useful 
departments will gradually be added, as needs 
arise. 

Mr. \Vedgwood consented to act as Hon. 
Secretary pro tem., and a strong provisional Com-

mittee volunteered to serve. Mr. Wedgwood may 
be addressed cia The Theosophical Society, 28, 
Albemarle Street, London, \V. 

A. B. 

MR. SINNETT'S ADDRESS ON "THE 

VICISSITUDES OF THEOSOPHY." 

A few copies of this address-prolllised by Mr. 
Sinnett in the course of his remarks at the Con­
vention l\Teeting-bave been sent to all provincial 
Brancbes and Centres, but extra copies can be 
obtained (as long as the supply lasts), by postal 
application to 'NIr. Sil1n~tt, Cia The Theosophical 
Puhlishing Society, 161, New Bond Street, W. 

S. 

ACTIVIT IES. 

The Executive Committee. 

A meeting of the newly- elected Executive Com­
mittee was held at 2S, Albcmarle Street, on 
Monday, July 8th, at 1 I a.m. 

l\[iss Lloyd was appointed as Librarian for the 
coming year, to begin 011 September 1st, in place 
of Mrs. Hooper and of Miss Hobson, who did not 
propose to stand for re-election. Mr. Glass was 
appointed Assistant Secretary. 

The Library Committee for the coming year 
was elected and consists of Miss Lloyd (as 
Librarian), Miss \Vard, Mr. Mead, Mr. \Vatkins 
and the General Secretary. 

It was decided to invite the following members 
to act with the Committ.ee in considering the Rules 
of the Section in accordance with the resolution of 
the Convention: Mr. Faulding, Mr. Burrows, Mr. 
Firth, Mr. Hodgson Smith and Mr. Dunlop. 

KATE SPINK, 

Geueral Secretary. 

New Branch. 

June 5th, 1907. Charter issued this day to E. ]. 
Dunn, Mrs. E. M. DUl1n, Mrs. E. P. Waddington, 
Mrs. E. E. \Vright, A. W. Waddington, Miss 
A. K. Kennedy, Miss M. L. Browne and Mrs. 
Packer, to form a Branch of the Theosophical 
Society at Broughton, Skipton, Yorks., to be 
known as the Broughton Branch. 

KATE SPINK, 

Gmcral Secretary. 

Lapsing of the Isis Lodge. 

The Isis Lodge of Brussels has decided to 
resign its Charter. Its members remain in the 
other Brussels Branches. 

KATE SPINK, 

General Secretary. 
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New Centre. 

A Centre has been formed at U rmstoll, lIear 
Manchester, by a Dumber of members and asso­
ciates of the Manchester Lodge. The Secretary 
is 1\1rs. J ones, of I I, Gloucester Road, U rmston. 

KATE SPINK, 
Gel/eral Secretary. 

Donations to the General Fund. 

The following donations have been recei veti to 
July 20th: G. T., £10; M. S., £1 IS.; G. P. E., 
£5 5S.; A. B., £10; M. G., £1 IS. Total £27 7s. 

October Fund. 

There stiJl remain some copies of the letter sent 
with the July VKllAN in connection with the above, 
If, therefore, members should wish to send copies 
of the letter to friends who might be in sympathy 
with the idea suggested therein, I should be glad 
to let them have copies, if they would kindly 
communicate with me. 

HELEN LUI3KE, 
30, Kemplay Road, 

Hampstead Heath, 
London, N. W. 

Presidential Receptions. 

The receptions arranged for Monday and 
\l\Tednesday afternoons, July 8th and loth, and 
Monday evening, July 15th, to enable members to 
meet their newly elected President, were very 
successful, and a large number attended on each 
occasion. The first meeting was especially crowded, 
as many country members remained from the 
Convention. 

Informal Meetings of Blavatsky Lodge. 

During August these meetings will he held (by 
kind permission of the \iVest London Lodge), at 
8, Inverness Phce, Queen's I\oad, Bayswater. 
The speakers will be as follows: 
t, August 1st, Mrs. Green, "The Orphic l~it\Jal " ; 
August Sth, Miss Forster, "The \Vork of Thomas 
Davidson"; August 15th, Miss McCarthy, "Theo­
sophy in the Arts"; August 22nd, Mr. Kilroe, 
" Government" ; August 29th, Mr. vVhyte, " Dis­
cussion on Individuality." Meetings begin at 
8 p.m. All members of the Society are invited. 

E. M. M. 

Mrs. Besant in Birmingham. 

After an absence of three years Mrs. Besant 
again visited this Lodge and City on July J 3th 
and 14th. 

On the Saturday evening she gave an address 
upon "Varieties of Communication between 
different Pbnesof Consciousness," to a meeting 
of about fifty members and friends. TIYe lecture 
was of especial interest to some of the members, 
who have lleen studying recently Mrs. Besant's 
Theosophy IllIIl the Nw' 1)syclIOZOgy. 

On July qth ]\frs. Besant addressetl a large 
and interested audience of about I,500 persons in 
the Town Hall, upon tIle subject of " Psychism 
amI Spirituality." Qllite half the Ilulllber present 
were so by invitation ticket, which evidenced a 
widespread interest, and the meeting was well 
supported by friends from kindred societies. The 
lecture, which was aptly chosell by 'Mrs. Desant 
in consideration of local interest in psychical 
matter>; through the work and lectures of Sir 
Oliver Lodge, was well received by the audience, 
ant! favourably noticed in the local press. 

I t is hoped to further stimulate public interest 
in Theosophy by a series of good lectures in the 
autumn. 

ARTIIUR C. \\'ILKINS. 

Brighton Lodge. 

iVIrs. Besant will deliver a public lecture in the 
Dome, Brighton, on October 5th. The subject is 
not yet announced. 

At the meeting of the Lodge on \Vhite Lotus 
Day the members took the opportunity of present­
ing Dr. and 1\lrs. King with a handsome silver 
flower bowl, on the occasion of Dr. King's 
seventieth birthday, and as a token of their esteem 
and gratitude for his ten years' work as President 
of the Lodge. 

J. F. B. 

Lecture List. 

ANTWERP LODGE. Information from F. van 
Halle, 300, H.ue Provence (sud). 

BATH LODGE. 2, l\rgylc Street, on l\Tondays, 
al 8 p.ll1. Information from Miss Sweet, 36, 
IIcnrietta Street, Bath. 

BIRMINGIIAM LO])GE. Room No. 4, Midland 
Institute, on Sundays, at 6.30 p.m. Information 
from 1\1r. A. P. \Villeins, 157, High Street, 
Harborne, Dirminghalll. 

BOURNEMOUTH LODGE. Gestingthorpe, King's 
Park Road, on \Vednesdays, at 7.30 p.m., for 
members; for members and friends on the first 
and third Sundays, at 3.30 p.lIl. 

DI{ADFORD LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 7.45 p.m., 
study of The Growth of the SOIlI, at Bank Buildings, 
North Parade. Information frolll Miss Edith 
Tempest, 130, New Cross Street, \Vest Bowling, 
Dradford. 

I3IUGHTON LODGE. Tbe Arts Club, 19, \Vest 
Street, on Sundays, at 3.30 p.m. Information 
froIll Dr. King, 54, Comptotl Avenue, or Mr. 
J. F. Bigwood, 57, Dyke Eoad. 

BRISTOL LODGE. Meetings suspended till Sep-
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tember. Information from Mr. Thomas Freeman, 
IQ, Glentworth Eoad, Eedland. 

BRUSSELS, BRA:-.iCHE AKGLO-BELGE. Meetings 
on the first and third Fridays in the mOllth, at 
8.15 p.m. Information from the Secretary, 19, l\.ue 
Forestiere, A venue Louise. 

BRUSSELS, BRUSSELS LODGE. Information frolll 
A. Vanderstraeten, 19, Eue des Comlllen;allts. 

BRUSSELS, nRANClfE CENTRALE BEI.GE. 58, 
Chaussee d'Ixelles. Study class, second, third 
and fourth Satunbys and secolld amI [llurth 
Tuesdays, at 8 p.lll. Meetings all first Salurdays 
and first and third Tuesdays, at 8 p.m. Infor-
111 a tion from the Secretary, 2 I, E ue d u Vallon. 

BRUSSELS, 13RANCHE DU LOTUS 13LAKC. Thurs­
days, at 4.30 p.m., at 58, Chaussee d'Ixelles, for 
young members and friends. Information from 
the Hon. Secretary, 199, Avenue Albert, Uccle. 

COVENTRY CENTRE. Tuesd:tys, at 7.30 p.lll. 
Informat1on from 1\Irs. Nevill, 16, \Varwick Eow, 
Coventry. 

DUBLIN LO])GE. 34, \Vicklow Street. Hegular 
meetings sll::,pendcd for the SUIl1I\lC'l'. 

EDINBURGIl LOllGE. 130, George Slreet. neglllar 
meetings slIspended durilJg the sUlllmer. Enquiries 
to Miss Drulllmond, 4, Leannonth Terrace. 

EDINBURGH, EIJINBUI{GII CE:-.iTKE. Fortnigblly 
meetings frolll October lo April. J llFormatioll from 
Miss Pagan, 2+, Newhattle Terrace. 

EXETER LODGE. 19, Bedford CirclIs, 011 Fri­
days. at 8 p.m. For Illelllbers only, firsl \Vednes­
clay ill t1w Illollth, at 2.+5 p.m.; and on second and 
fourth Tuesdays, at 8 p.111. 

FOLKEST00: E CENTEE. Fortn ighll y meet ings 
at the llOL1Se of 1\1r. J. H lIxtable, 2, l:5rockman 
Road. Information from this address. 

GUSGOW LODGE. l~cligiolls I nslitulion Huu;"c', 
200, BuchanLln Street. Enquiries to J\Ir. J. P. 
l\llan, 5, \Vest Regent Street, Glasgow. 

GREENOCK CE:-.iTRE. Enquiries lo !VIr. John 
Ross, 19, Nelson Streel \Vest. 

HARKOGATE LODGE. Theosophical Hall, Beulah 
Street, on Sundays, at 6,30 p.m. Lodge meetings 
on Fridays, al 7.30 p.m., at 12, East Parade, 
for the sludy of L':1clI/(I[/S (If Tlicosoj>lly and Vllrieties 
of Hcligiulls Krj>cri(Jlcc. 

HULL LODGE. [nforlll:tliotl from If. E. Nichol, 
lleech Croft, Newlalld Park, Hull. 

LEEDS, LEEDS LODGE. Leeds Arls Cluh 
T\OOIllS, 18, Park Latle, on Tllesdays, al 7.30 p.m. 

LEE])S, LEEDS CENTRI'. Information frolll Miss 
, Kennedy, 3;), Pollernewlon Lane, Leeds. 

LIVERPOOL, CITY OF LIVEI{I'OOL LOI)GE. 

\,Teunesdays, al IS, Col(jllill Slreet, at K p.lll. In­
formation froll! the Secret ary, I8, ColI} 11 i tt Sl reel. 

LONDON, ADEI.PII! LODGE. Mondays, at 7.30 
p.IIl., at 2I, Cecil Court, St. 1\Iartin's Lane, \V.C. 

Lo:-.i DON, BATTERSEA LODGE. Meetings sns-
pended for the summer. Enf}uiries to Mr. 
A. P. Cattanach, 27, Dault Road, vVandsworth 
Common. 

LONDON, BLAVATSKY LODGE. Informalmeclings 
during A ugust. See special notice. 

LONDON, CROUCH EKD CENTRE. Information 
from Bertram G. Theobald, The Ha wthorns, 
IIornsey Lane, N. 

LONDON, CROYDON LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 
8 p.m., at I8A, Katharine Street, Croydon. In­
formation from Fred Home, 4, Kynaston Road, 
Thornton Heath. 

LONDON, HAMPSTEAD LODGE. 9, 
Gardens, Fillchley I\oad, N.vV., on 
at 8 p.1l1. 

Lyncroft 
Mondays, 

LONDON, IIAMPSTEAD HEATH CE:-.iTRE. l\Ieet­
ings sllspended till the autUIl1Il. 

LOi'l])ON, LEWISHA:II CE:\TRE. Tuesdays, at 8 
p.m., at 7, Avenue Road, Lewisham. Informa­
tion froIn Albert Haddock, 176, Fort Road, 
Berlllondsey, S.E. 

LONDON, LOTUS CIRCLE. Meetings for children 
011 Sundays, at 3 p.m., at 8, Inverness Place, 
Ql1een's Eoad, W. All children are welcome. 

LONDON, NORTH LONDON LODGE. l\Iond1Ys, at 
8,30 p.m., at 25, Compton Road, Highbury, N., 
for the stlldy of The Allciellt Wisdom, and lectures 
on \Vednesclays, at 8,30 p.m. 

LONDON, \!\TEST LONDON LODGE. 8, Inverness 
Place, Queen's I\oad, \V. 1\Ieetings suspended 
dmillg Augnst. 

!VIANcHEsTlm, 1\L\KCIIESTER CITY LODGE. 
20, Victoria Slreet, IVlancllesler. Lodge meetings 
all Tuesdays, at 7.30 p.m. Classes for study on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and \Veclnesdays. Informa­
tion fWIll Miss her, Brook Lea, Mellor, Marple 
Bridge. 

MANClIESTER, DIDSBURY LODGE. Spalh Lodge, 
Spath l\oad, Dids!mry. Informalion from the 
HOll. Secrelary, at lhe above address. 

MANCIIESTER, SOUTH 1\IAJ\CllESTER LODGE. 
Pallllerslon Hall, Palmerston Street, 110ss Side. 
Informalion from lhe Hon. Secretary, 180, Clifton 
Street, Brooks's Bar, i\Ianchester. 

MA:-.iClIESTEI{, UR~IST()N CENTRE. Meetings at 
1 T, Glollcester l\oad, Urlllston, on Sunday after­
!loons. Information fwm Mrs. Jones, at above 
address. 

MAR(;ATE CENTRE. Informalion from 1\Ir. 
H. A. Vasse, 7, Connausht I~oad, 1\largate. 

MERTIIYR TYDVIL CENTRE. Trevethick Hall, 
I;), Park Place, Merlhyr. 

M]])DLESllIWUGlI LODGE. Sundays, at 6.+5 p.m., 
al +(j, Linlborpe Hoad. 

NOTTINGHAM LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 8 p.I11., 
at 2, \IVcllinglon Circus, study of The Dltagavai 
Git,i; Fridays, at 3.30 p.m., a ladies' reading class, 
and on alternate Sundays, at 7 p.l11., study class. 
VVcclllcsday llIeetings sllspenclcciuntil October. 

OXFOIW CENTRE. Inforlllation from l\Irs. Ander­
son, Fairacres House, Oxford. 

PLYMOUTH LODGE. Fridays, at 8,30 p.lll., and 
Sundays, at 6,30 p.l11., at IQ, Pentillie RO:ld, 
Mutley. Meetings on Sundays and the first 
Friday in the month are open to the public. 
Enquiries to 1\. J. Ellis, 53, l'everell Park I{oacl. 

l\IPON CENTRE. 2, Ashville, on Fridays, at 
8 p.I11., for the study of The Path of Discipleship. 
Information from John Monger, at above address. 

SHEFFIELD LODGE. Bainbridge Buildings, New 
Surrey Street, on \Vednesdays, at 7.30 p.m., study 
of A Study ill Consciollslless. 

SOUTHAMPTON LODGE. 14, Hanover Buildings, 
Tuesdays, al 8,30 p.lll. Ellf}uirers' meeting first 
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Sunday in the month, at 7.30 p.Il1.; study of The 
Secret iJoctrine on Sundays, at 3.30 p.m. Enquiries 
to Mrs. Hollick, "Henley," H_oberts Road, Hill. 

SKIPTON CENTRE. Information from E. J. Dllnn, 
Broughton, Skipton, Yorks. 

SURBlTON LODGE. Meetings on Sundays, at 
7 p.m., at Felsted, Crane's Park, Surbiton. 

TYNESIDE LODGE. Last Snnday of the Illonth, 
at 6.30 p.m., at Lily lIouse, Ocean View, \"ihitley 
Bay, and class for study on Tuesdays, al 8 p.m., 
at 80, Saville Street, North Shields. 

WAKEFIELD LODGE. Tuesdays, at 8 p.I11., al I, 

\Vest Parade, for the study of Karma. Information 
from C. A. Brotherton, Cn ven House, Delle V ne, 
\Vakefield. 

YORK LODGE. Frid~lys, at 8 p.m., at the Theo-
sophical Hall, High Ollsegate. [nformalion frol11 
J. E. Reicl, 9, First Avenue, York. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

To the Editor of THE VAIIAN. 

l\Iy DEAR MISS SPINK, 

Since the business meeting of the Con­
vention I havc felt moved to refuse to sit on the 
Executive COll1mittee of the British Section, as a 
protest against the way the President was treat~cl 
at that meeting. I do not want to refer, even 111 

Illy own mind, to persoInlit~es, bnt merely to ~he 
ordinary canons of goocl-feehng and faIr-play wlllch 
gencrally prevail in societies with a far le~s exalted 
ideal than om own. 1 thought at the tmw-and 
there must have been many who shared lily feeling 
-that such proceedings would not have been 
tolerated at any other meeting; and 1 blame 
myself verY-111uch tha! the right thing to say did 
not occur to me at the moment, when SOllle protest 
~vas EO greatly needed. . 

- In these circumstances, and oWlllg to the fact of 
flllciin<Y myself at variance with almost every 
l1lel111~r of the newly elected Executive on an 
import:ll1t point touching the President at its fIrst 
meeting, 1 think it right to tender my resigniltion. 
I am sorry to bc ohliged to take this step, as I 
should have liked to he able to work with YOll and 
my other friends on the Executive of the I :ritish 
Section, but thc loyalty I owe to the PresideI~t 
does not permit me to makc no protest, and thIS 
seems to mc to be the most effective one that is 
possible. ~ 

Yours very sincerely, 

S. !\lAUD SIIARI'E. 

July 19th , 1907. 

ENQUIRER. 

QUESTION 324. 

J. B.-The technicalnallle aJJloug the Jews for a sacred 
lIlaJIIlscl'ipt is "that ze'/Iich defiles the hallds." The 
origin of this terlll is a 1Il)'stery to the Jeu'ish Rabbl:S 
t helllselves; it seellls to be a curiolls reversal. C'lIl11llY 
of),ollr rcaders sllggest a solution? 

G. H. S. M.-I have comc across an explanation 
somewhere, but cannot remember in what book. 
I have looked up a n Hill ber of articles in Tlte 
Jewish Encyclopmdill, but so far have drawn blank 
even under thc most likely headings. To the best 
of my rccollection, but I cannot be sure, the ex­
planation I camc across, or it may be my deduc­
tion at the time from the explanation, was that all 
books of lllilgic "defIled the hands"; that is to 
say, ceremonial washing of the hands was enjoined 
after tOllching them. But the rolls of the Torah 
(the Law or Doctrine) were also books of magic, 
rolls of divine magic. Books of sorcery" defiled 
the hands"; that is to say, their evil influences 
could be transmitted by the hands to whatever 
else was touched,--food, clothing, etc. The most 
efficacious way of "cutting tbe current" was by 
washing in PlIfC water-a non-conductor. 

The" defiling of the hands" by the touching of 
magical and sacred books thus became an es­
tahliobed formula. In the case of the Torah-rolls, 
we may suppose that either there was a transference 
of what bad perhaps become in time an llnintelli­
gent opinion or supp.rstitiolls custom to the scrolls 
of the Law; or that it may have been considered 
that the holy influences of the sacred books should 
be separated from all secular contacts, the separa­
tion to be efleclecl by washing. Or again, more 
simply, "defiling of the hands" may be tak:n 
simply as an idiom or synonym of cerelllomal 
purification; in which case the purification would 
take placc before the study of the Torah-rolls and 
not aJler. 

The subscription to THE VAIIAN for those who 
are not mem\lers of the British Section of the 
Theosophical Society is 2S. 6d. per an~um, post 
free. Single copies, 3d. each, may be obta1l1ed from 
the Theosophical Publishing Society, 161, New 
Bond Street, \V., to wbom subscriptions should 
also be sent. No back numbers can be supplied. 

All COllZ1mmicatiolls for " Activities" must be in the 
hallds of the Edifor by the 20th of the month at latest. 
Secretaries of Branches arc particulal'ly requested to 1Iote 
this. 

Printed by the WOMEN'S PRINTING SOCIETY. LIMITED, 66 and 68, Whitcomb Street, w.e. 
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THE VICE-PRESIDENCY OF THE 

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 

At the request of Mr. Sinnett the following 
correspondence which has passed between him­
self and Mrs. Besant is published for general 
information. 

Having received an early copy of Mr. Sinnett's 
article, entitled" The Vicissitudes of Theosophy," 
prepared for publication in the August number of 
Hroad Views, Mrs. Besant, on July 20th, wrote to 
Mr. Sinnett as follows: 

"On my return yesterday I found your paper. 
Needless to say, I am very grieved to read it, 
though prepared for it by your speech at Essex 
Hall. 

"\Vill you allow a reply from me in Broad 
ViC1£'S ? 

"I am grateful to you for letting me see this 
before formally accepting the post of Vicc­
President, for it is clearly impossible for YOll to 
take such an office when you deny the basis of the 
Society, anticipate its disappearance, and regard 
its organisation as 'unhealthy and unpractical to 
a grotesque degree.' I am very very sorry, as I had 
hoped we should have worked officially together, 
but the utter disagreement between us would 
pamlyse all official action." 

lVlr. Sinnett's reply was as follows: 

July 21st, 1907. 

" I hardly feel sure that I understand what you 
mean when you say that I deny the basis of the 
Society. Anyhow, the accusation does not fit me. 
The Masters' teaching is the basis of the Society, 
and that in the main has been given to the world 
through me, a state of things I have not hitherto 

been specially desirous to emphasise. But now 
that you have ventured to claim that we must all 
accept your interpretation of the Masters or be 
held to repudiate them, it is time to resist so arro­
gant a contention, especially while it rests on a 
body of occurrences which many of those in the 
Society best qualified to have an opinion regard 
with distrust. It is difficult to suppose that you 
can really think denial of your infallibility equiva­
lent to disloyalty to the Masters. In my case it is 
precisely because I am loyal to the Masters that I 
feel bound to speak out plainly at the present 
crisis. 

"I can look back to a time, ten years 'about, I 
believe, before you had anything to do with the 
Society, when one of the Masters expressed ap­
proval of my drastic revision of the rules as they 
stood then, and at much later periods I have been 
encouraged to do my best to resist indiscretions 
that have been associated with the progress of the 
Society, even since your own connection with it. 
Therefore, in declaring the present rules unhealthy 
and unpractical I have no fear of being regarded 
in tbe Occult \Vorld as inimical to tbe true welfare 
of the Society. 

"You put me in an embarrassing dilemma by 
assuming that my dissent from your theory of 
recent events precludes me from holding the office 
of Vice-President. \Vhen you asked me to retain 
it you knew quite well that I did not accept your 
view of the Adyar manifestations. I hesitated to 
retain office under the circumstances, but finally 
decided to do so, feeling that my duty to the 
Society, in consideration of the facts relating to its 
early growth in the western world as set forth in 
my recent paper, pointed to the propriety of my 
remaining in a position in which I might be able 
to deal effectively with fresh difficulties if they 
should arise at some future date. Then at the 
Convention meeting, you announced my accept­
ance of the office and I regarded the matter as 
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settled. It in"l"'olves no obligrltion 011 my prlrt to 
, work offIcially with you.' It is merely a nominal 
arrangemcnt UllleSSllilforcc;ccll contingencies arise, 
and though it will he intcnsc:ly disagreeahle tu lllC 

to hold it ill opposition to your ciJanged mind on 
thc suhject, I cannot let the establisiJed arrange­
ment fade away a;; tllOllgh, for some reason, I iJad 
siJown myself unworthy ofthe trust, sllch as it is. 
Yon must take the full respollsibility of askillg me 
to'resign if YOll wish me to do so, making it clear 
!hat you do that because 1 delly your right to 
ll1terpret the -:\Iasters' wishes to the Society. Per­
sonally I believe, though I make no claim to 
impose that belief on others, that I shall be acting 
with the approval of the }\Tasters in endeavouring, 
when current excitements have rl little subsided, to 
procur.e important changes in the Society's rules." 

Mrs;' 13esant then writes: 
JlIly 24th. 

"\Vhen I asked yon to work with me as Vice­
l':e~idellt, I was aware that YOll did not agree 
Wlt·lJ· 111e as to the nature of the phenomena that 
occmrecl in December, IC)OG, and in January and 
February, IC)07. I did not consider that your 
difference with me in that respect would prevent 
oin h"rIl1O!lious co-operation, and I was ,,clad to 
fhitik ihat we should be logctherin the "'Theo­
f;?pliical Society of1i.cially, though holding different 
v)e,ws. 
: "Dutycllir'paper on 'Tbe Vicissitudes olTheo­
scipb'j',' to ·be published. to the world, has revealed 
~o profound a difference between us on the basis of 
fhe,:~ll~osophical S:JCiety and on Mme. Blavatsky's 
PElSl;tJon to the SOCIety, that official relations of the 
close· nature I offered become impossible. Your 
deni,il thatthe wave of Theosophy is the product of 
deai-ly des'igned at:tion on the part of the Jl.lasters; 
that ]\I-me. Bla\'atsky was chosen and sent Olltbi 
Them; that they Illeant ' the tree' when the seed 
-iyas sown; that the beliefs you deny are' mytho­
lpgy'; these views are the ver-y antitbesis of all I 
hc:l(l,and t~ach, and for you to be Vice-President 
\vlth me <l3 Presidenfwould be absurd. 
'" The whole unfair depreciation of Mme. Bla­

\~·atsl:y must be most painflll to all who owe her 
liiore than life, and the way in which the Secret 
f)ocirillc is dealt with shows that yon and J, as the 
highest ol1icials of the Society, would he COI1-
tinually paralysin~ each otlier's work. J:clwpcn 
pri'l:tlc memhcrs such differences are inllllakl ial; 
/)C(\\'((,11 t,he two chid ,,[f1eers they arc fatal. 
. "Yellr remarks again on the organisatioll of the 

Suciety are ill keeping with the leuder of a Illove­
tilent a'g'ai!lsr the present constitution, but not 
\!ii.th onc of its oHicia1 beads. 
~,." For these re;"sons, I ask you formally-- as 'you 
say Ininst doin your letter of July .21st, received 
by,·me yesterday in Nottinghal11~'to resi"ll tbe 
:~rli~e'of \·ice~P.resiclelli, to which 1 ajlpoint~d you 
111 Ignorance of the views you held, anc1110w ex­
press. '1, am Hry 'sor1,)'; llllt J need a hlJpcr, not 
ap opponcnt, in my ofj1ciai 1I'0rk." 

~Ir. :Si n neLt r~plit:s : 
. ., ' JlIly 2Gth, 1907. 

. ''-.l. !11(;( 1. the wish yon e;'l';ress in ye m let (n of 

the 24th and resign the office of Vice-President 
because it would j)e intolerahly disagreeable to me 
to retain it ill \'iew of (he attitude you now take 
\IJl. ] hll YOII endeal'o\lf to justify your request 
on groulllls that are quite insuflicient to sustain it. 
I certainly regard your belief as to the feeling 
entertaincd by I he lIlasters concerning the Society 
in the beginning, as ;litogetller erroneOllS. Jl.ly 
relations with tliem and with the Socidy is of far 
older standing than your own, and entitle me, at 
all events, to form an independent opinion on the 
subject, and in thinking me disqualified for the 
ofJ1ce of Vice-Prcsident because I differ from you 
in this matter, you are indirectly asserting what 
you affect to deny,-your claim to be regarded as 
the infallible exponent of the Masters. 

"Certainly my estimate of Mme. Dlavrltsky and 
of the part she pl<lyed in the early struggles of t11e' 
Society dirfers widely from your own. It is based 
on a far Illore intimate acquaintance with her and 
with the early history of the Society than YOll ever 
po:;sessed. And your reference to the Secret Doc­
trille tempts me to add that the manner in which 
you recolllmend that book to students,-alive as 
you must he to its seriuus shortcomings,-is ll1uch 
to he deplored,--,-in my opinion, bnt again a differ­
ence of opinion on a matter of this kind, consider­
ing the theories as to freedom of opinion by which 
the Society is inspired, is bardly an adequate 
justiilc,llion for your desire to deprive me of an 
ofJ1ce which, unimportant as it is, except in rare 
emergencies, may be regarded as some recognition 
of the part I played in the early activities of the 
movemen t. I have never hitherto cared to em­
phasise the idea that its existence in the western 
world is c\IIe to my work, but the facts -set forth in 
the paper I lately issued are indispuLlble. 

" Before YOll asked me to ren'Jain Vice-Presi­
dent you knelV that I not only disbelie\'ed in the 
bOilil fides of the phenomena at Adyar, but as Cl 

necessary consequence belieyed you at present 
uncler a misleading occult influence. I hesitated 
to accept tile appointment under the circumstances 
and only did so frolll a sense of duty to tbe Society. 
YO\lrwish that 1 should nolV retire, all things COll­
sidered, is hardly calculated to weaken tlte belief 
referred to. 

"The Socidv Illllst, of cour~e, he lIlade ac­
ql1aintcd with t1;e COlTe~jlDllclence ·,\·hich thi:; letter, 
I S'IIJlJlOSC, concludes." 

PRESIDENT'S TRAVELLIl'-IG FUND., 

To the Editor of THE V lIB". 

\Vhen om late PresideD[ was on his death-bed, 
he spoke to me ahont the t rOlrb re be Inti fouild 
ill travelling,\\'hile performing llis presidential 
dutil's, <lncl the difficulty of askirig each countTy 
to meet his t!'a\'eliing expenses. He heg,ged me 
tn forlll a President's Tra\·t:lling Fund, to which 
might be sent contributions from Sectiolls, itS 

Sectional gilts, or from inli\'iciuals, Whl1 desired 
illdepelJl1clltly to help the .work.in tbisway. 

, 
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I therefore establish such a Fund at the 
Society's Headquarters, Adyar, Madras, South 
India, all contribulions to be remitted to the 
Treasurer of the Theosophical Society at that 
address. The account will L1e allllnally a\1llited, 
with those of the Theusophical Society gellerally, 
and the balance of one year carried over to tbe 
next. 

Ai\:\,IE BESANT, P.T.S. 

Ha vinO' seen the above Presidential Notice I 
take thi~ opportunity of stating that the late 
Colonel Olcott discussed the matter with me wben 
he was here last year and spoke of tbe difficulties 
that had from time to time hampered him in this 
connection wben it was desirable he should move 
freely about from Section to Section. I told him that 
I would gladly help in bringing the matter before 
the British Section, for I do not see any more 
effective way in which the President of the Theo­
sophical Society can fuliil the important function 
of acting as a link between the now numerous 
Sections, th::\11 by travelling frequently in every ,li11e 
of them. One Illelll ber has generously prollll~ed 
111e £25 a year for three years towards thi,s desir­
able end, and I shall be pleased to rccelve and 
forward to Adyar in bulk, any sl1bscriptions, or 
donations, which may be sent to 111e for this 
puq)OSC frum members of the British Section. 

ElllTll \VARD, 

I-lOll. Tre,lslIJ'cl' Brit. Scc. 1'.5. 

A DOCTRINAL INDEX fO SACRED 

SCRIPT. 

For some years past Mr. Faulding has occa­
sionally spoken to me about the project detailed 
below, but until now I h,[\'e seen no way to .aid 
hilll. Now, as President of the TheosophlCal 
Society, I am glad to lend what support I can to 
so lal1dable an undertaking. Such a c:eries as is 
projected would be invaluable tu students, and, if 
well and accurately prepared, would never lose its 
\'alne. But for success, seriolls volunteers 111l1St 
be found in every land, for it would be the creation 
of an Encyclopccdia uf Sacred Literatl1re, a 
universal Cruden's Concordance. 

l\Ir. Faulding is wisely not in a hurry to \)(c,;in, 
but invites suggestions during a prelill1inary six 
lllonths. I sincerely hope that lw may meet with 
willing helpers. India, I am sure, will supply 
many. 

AN!'\JE I3ESANT, 

PrcsidCllt of the Tllcosophica! Society. 

I desire to organise a series of publications 
which will give a complete list of references to 
doctrines taught in the sacred hooks of all the 
great religious systems, the records of which have 
come down to us. 

This work is one which is especially in accord 
With the second object of our Society. It is a 
work which will do much to justify the existellce 

of the Theosophical Society in the wodll. It will 
(five conclusive proof that the uniform contentioll 
~f H. P. Ulavatsky as to the comllJon ori'gin of all 
l'eli;,;ions is strictly truc, since we shall Ile -able. lli 
show thal the teaching is the samc, wllh a diilcr'c 
cnce. To students of comparati\-e rcli,:j'ions, tci 
religious teachers, to historians and .philo~()phers; 
such a series of volumes as I wish to bnng out 
with the aid of !1l y Brethren in all parts of the 
world, will be of the greatest interest and ,-,due. 
To members of our Society, the preparation of the 
material for the Index will prove to he il salutary 
discipline. It will enable many mem bers who are 
living remote from Lodges of the Theosophic~l 
Society to aid in its work. To all wbo help, It 
will assist in a realisation of unity. , 

Thus, whether we consider the matter from the 
standpoint of those who might find it useful or 
from that of those who engage in its preparation; 
wc shall come to the conclusion that the result 
will be worth the elTorts made to accc)lllpiish it. 

I am anxious t!J;! t 11011e should be led to the 
suggestion that it is so mi,.;hty an umlertakiJ'lg 
that it shoulcl not be attempted, for· I am !lot 
euteri!lg upon it lightly, or unadvisedly. It is ,( 
project which I have been pondering over for lllure 
than ten years. As soon as I had finished the 
Index to tbe Secret Doctril/c I felt that a gre:\ter 
work was in front, 0. work so great tllat, while wc 
may reasonably hope to collect the material for ~i 
complete series of volllmes we can none of us hope 
to see the entire set finished. I have arranged 
to satisfy my critic:s, if such there be, as to the 
deiails. It will be too large an explanation t6 
attempt to make in this issue, but I hope to 11,n:e 
tbe plan set out as completely as possible in the 
course of a few months. 

1\1 y present task is to outline the work to De 
attem pted and to ask for volunteers and ,s.ugges­
tiOIlS, and in some six moMhs from now I ·!Jope lo 
ue in a position to commence the undertaking. -

Briefly, then, I wish to have read eo.ch of tbe 
sacred hooks alid all recognised classical COIll­

llwnlaries thereon, together with many apocrypbal 
writings and classics dealing with religiol1s due: 
trines, althollgh such treatises might not be re­
garded as falling within the title of "sacred." 
These books will be read 11y more· tJlCll1 Olle 

student, and after the work of reading :i.nd extract­
ing is complete then the results arri\'8d at by the 
workers will be submitted to a more expert crafts­
mall who will revise before public:ltion; As soon 
as the office work of copying out and preparing 
the manuscript for pre~s has been accomplished, 
I propose to submit it to representative men of 
various faiihs and scholars who are regarded as 
authorities on religions which are no longer living. 
I shall ask each of these to write a short statement 
as to what the particular doctrine means to him:, 
from the point of view of his olVn scriphue. A 
vol LIme so arranged would give a complete presen­
tation of a particular doctrine, and pro ye of great 
intfcrest and value to many. 

( a:"k for the help and co-operation of students 
ill tile prelil11il1ary stages, llrst as lo the books to 
be indexed, secund as to the doctrines to be 
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searched for, in the order of their importance to 
our modern thought, and thirdly by a statement of 
the kind of work they feel able to do. The follow­
ing are the various workers I shall require. Readers, 
whose task will be to begin and carefully go 
throuah some one of the selected books, noting 
and n~aking extracts bearing on any of the doctrines 
to be dealt with. Revisers, who will look over the 
work with a scholarly and critical eye, preparing 
it for the printer. Sorters and copyists, who will of 
course be resident in London. Of these workers 
not a few will be needed. 

As to the cost and practicability of the work 
from a commercial standpoint. This is a very 
pertinent and indeed absolutely necessary enquiry. 

Preliminary expense will be incurred when once 
the work commence!" in some six months' time. 
D ntil then there will be no cost incurred. A large 
expense will be incurred during the long period of 
preparation. Such expense will ultima~ely be r~­
couped out of the profits of the enterpnse, but 111 

the meantime money would have to be found. I 
suagest that some of our richer friends might be 
pr~pared to make donations for so importar:t a 
piece of Theosophical work, and that others mIght 
be disposed to make loans without interest to be 
repaid out of profits. An office will be rerluired, 
large stores of stationery will be used, tbe. whole 
time of several people used to office work w.IlI have 
to be sec::ured, postages to a large extent will have 
to be paid, etc., and if the work is to proceed then 
the expenditure must be faced. I prop?se that. a 
Committee of management shall be appomted, WIth 
a Treasurer, and myself as the organising Secretary. 

Now, as regards the value of the volumes if 
they are prepared and issued. 

The work will of course appeal to a large class 
of readers outside the ranks of the Theosophical 
Society. The sales would be, in my opinion, large 
and steady. No teacher of religion, no leader of 
modern thought could afford to remain ignorant 
of the help provided for him. 

I propose that the work when issue.d should be 
copyrighted in the name of the PreSIdent of the 
Theosophical Society, and that the profits should 
be applied as the President might deem best ill 
any way that would best promote the good of the 
Society as a whole and not for the l;enefit of any 
one Section of the Theosophical SocIety, as all the 
Sections will he taking part in tile work. 

I shall be pleased to bear from 111em bers who 
are interested and who can help with suggestions 
and advice. \Villthose of the students who feel 
that they can take part in the work of revision or 
compiling please state what experience they have 
had, and what religion they are most drawn to? 
If a list of doctrines is sent in then the sender 
should he so good as to put them in the order in 
which he thinks they should be dealt with. If any 
one suggests any books he should kindly give the 
edition, publisher and pnce. . 

This is, I feel, a suitable time to deal With a 
task of this magnitude: the Society has chos.en .by 
an overwhelming majority a President who IS 111-

spiring the members to new endeavour, and who 
gives us all new life, hope and vigour. 

Since Mrs. Desant does not think the task too 
stupendous, and recommends it to the notice of 
the members in all the Sections, I am led to hope 
that the project will be taken up seriously and 
carried to a successful issue. 

In conclusion let me say that though the above 
lllay appear vague and indeterminate to many of 
the readers of the VAHAN, yet they should not on 
that account reject the enterprise as one which is 
not worthy of their attention. I can assure such 
that when the preliminary details are settled I 
slIall be prepared, fbefore the work is comme~l~ed, 
to settle every detail with the utmost preClslOp. 
Precise order as to plans and scope and all ~et~J!s 
will be essential to success, but what I am alIlllng 
at now is to get at broad principles and to see 
whether so great a work is possible .. If it is ad­
mitted to be possible, then, and not till then, can 
exact methods be profitably considered. 

A. J. FAULDING. 

I8, Blomfield I\oad, 
Maida Vale, London, \V. 

FINANCE. 

I have the pleasme to acknowledge the receipt 
of the underIllentioned contributIOns dming the 
past month, towards tile deflcit in last year's 
income: 

Miss R, lOS.; Mr. K., lOS'.; Mr. T., 215.; Mi.ss 
E. VV., lOS.; Mr. L., £2; 1\hss M. 1\1., 2IS.; MISS 
M. S., 20S.; Miss E. M., 2IS.; 1\Irs. R. S., lOS, ; 
Mr. D. P. M., lOS. Total, £8 I3S. Previously 
acknowledged, £13 I IS., making £22 4s. received 
to date. 

EDITn \V ARD, 

11011. Treasurer. 

NOTICE. 

It has again been found necessary .to enlarge 
TilE VAIIAN by four pages, and as thls,me~ns a 
heavv increase of expenditure for the SectlOll.1 
wish"to call the attention of members who send 111 

letters or ot her COlllmlln ica tions for immediate 
publication to the necessity of condensing them .as 
lllllCh as possible. OtiJerwise muciJ of the materIal 
sent may have to be omitted or dcl.ayed, as the 
futll:s of the Section will not permIt of. such a 
seriolls addition to its expenses as the conlll1uance 
of an enlarged magazine. 

KATE SPINK, 

Gmend Secretary. 

ACTIVIT IES. 

New Branch. 

T lily 28th, 1907, Charter issued th.is day to 1\lrs. 
S.-lVl:. Sharpc, S.I{ansoI1l, 1\1. ,GY~I, ]'. I. \Vedg­
\vood, Mrs. J. Eansolll, Mrs. 1< .. 1< <t;!Idlllg, ,l~. J. 
Faulding, Miss C. E. \Voocls, l\l!~.s Esther Unght, 

I 
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. Mrs. U. M. Bright, and D. Besant, to form a 
Branch of the Theosophical Society at London, 

.to be known as the H. P. B. Lodge. 
KATE SPINK, 

General Secretary. 

Section Reference Library. 

The following books have been gratefully re­
ceived for the Library: VOJll GI1fck und von der 
Litbe, G. VY_ Kiderlen; Steps to tlie Crown, A. E. 
\Vaite; The Reconstruction of Religious Belief, \Y. H. 
Mallock; The Word, a monthly magazine, 3 vols., 
H. \Y. Perceval, Editor; Index to The Path, Vols. 
1-8; The New Mysticism, A. Curtis; The Religion 
of Science, N. K. R. Aiya; The Story of the Ramii­
yana, J. L. P. Erasmus; Trallsactiens of the Second 
A 1l1lual Congress of the F tderation of E1Iropean Sections 
of the Theosophical Society; Inllcres Wac/zstuJIl, \V. 
Seifert; A Cycle of SOllllets, L. Nightingale; Strange 
Stories of Coillcidence alld Ghostly Advelltllre; Facts in 
Mesmerism, C. H. Townshend; The Tarot of the 
Bohemialls, Pap us; Memoirs of tlte Secret Societies of 
the South of Italy, translated from the original 
MS.; Zoistic Magnetism, VY. Scoresby; The Dmzes 
alld the M aronites under the Turkish Rule from 18+0-
1860, Col. Churchill; The Faiths, Facts alld Frauds 
of Religious History, E. H. Britten; Mental Magic, 
T. vYelton; Modern Jesttttis1ll, E. H. l\Iichelson; 
Tlte Pharaoh of the Exodus, D. \V. Nash; La Vie 
Illcolllllle de Jesus-Christ, N. Notovitch; The Jesuits: 
A Histurical Sketch, E. \V. Grinf'reld; Oll the Dis­
covery of the Periodic Law alld on Relations alJlong the 
Atomic Weights, J. A. R. Newlands; The Devil's 
Pulpit, Rev. R. Taylor; The AnatolllY of Drunken­
ness, R. Macnish; The Megha Dlita, or Cloud Mes­
senger, Kiilidiisa; The Book of God, a Commentary 
on the Apocalypse, E. V. Kenealey; The Book of 
God, An Introduction to the Apocalypse, E. V. 
Kenealey; UPa Sastra, J. D. Hawken; The Six 
Books of Procllls Oil the Theology of Plato, Vo!. 2, 

translated by T. Taylor; The Provincial Letters of 
Blaise Pascal; Religil11ts PaJllphlets, I 9 vols, pub­
. Iisbed by T. Scott, Ramsgate; The MallClbhiirata, 
8 vols.; A National Army, C. \V. VY. D. Beau­
clerk; Universal Spiritll0l1islll, \Y. J. Colville; On 
the TlzresllOld, Dreamer; Wt'iridiit - Ill- Habib Li 
TallU'lr-il-Labib, H. C. Hassib. 

The following -books-have been purchased for 
.the Library: Synesius the Heliene, \Y. S. Crawford; 
Fragmmts of a Faith Forgotteu, Second Edition, 
G. R. S. :'lead; The Growth of the Soul, Second 
Enlarged Edition, A. P. Sinnett; Textc u11d 
Untersllclwllgen XXXI., I, 2; A Vade Meculll of 
Theosophy, Seeker; Gems frolll the East; Illcubatioll, 
or the Cure of Disease ill Pagan Temples and Christian 
Clmrcltes, 1\1. Hamilton; Towards Democracy, E. 
Carpenter; Studies in Mysticism and Certain Aspects 
of the Secrd Tradition, A. E. Waite; Childrm 6f the 
Motherlalld; Pythagoras altd the Delphic Mysteries, E. 
Schure; Unto a Perfect Malt, 1. K. Murray; The 
Substance of Faith Allied with Science, Sir O. Lodge; 
The Diville Vision and other Poellls, A. E.; Man 
Visible and Invisible, Second and Revised Edition, 

C. W. Leadbeater; The Hymns of Hermes, G. R. S • 
Mead; Essays al1d A ddresses on Theosophy and Science, 
G. E. Sutcliffe; Personal Idealism and Mysticism, 
W. R. Inge; The Principles of Nature, A. J. Davis; 
The Great Harmonia, A. J. Davis; The Jivammtkti­
Viveka, rendered into English by M. N. Dvivedi; 
The Dialogue of the Seraphic Virgin Catlzerille of 
Siena, translated by A. Thorold; The Memory 
of Past Births, C. J ohnson; Religiolt and Experience, 
J. Brierley; Sex and Character, O. Weininger. 

R. A. HOBSON, 

Assistant Librarian. 

Lectures by Mrs. Besant. 

Under the auspices of the H. P. B. Lodge, 
Mrs. Besant will deliver a lecture to members of 
the Theosophical Society only, on Friday evening, 
October I lth, at 8 p.m., in the Small Queen's 
Hall. 

Tickets of admission to the lecture will be IS., 
and when ready will be issued from the Theo­
sophical Publishing Society, 16r, New Bond 
Street, VV. Members should enclose a stamp 
when writing for tickets. 

SIDNEY RANSOM. 

North London Lodge. 

Mrs. Besant will deliver a public lecture in the 
Hall of the Northern Polytechnic Institute, 
Holloway Road, N., on \Vednesday, October 9th, 
at 8.30 p.m., on "The bearing of Theosophy on 
the life of the \Yorkers." 

Members are requested to make tbis known 
amongst their friends. . 

The Hall is close to Holloway Station (G.N.R.), 
and not far from Highbury and Islington Station 
(N.L.R.) and Highbury (Electric Tube). 

H. TWELvETREEs. 

Informal Meetings of Blavatsky Lodge • 

These meetings will be held during September, 
at 28, Albemarle Street, \V., on Thursdays, at 
8 p.m. The speakers will be as follows: 

Sept. 5th, 1\1r. Arnold Banks, "Parsifal"; 
Sept. 12th, Miss Lloyd, "Poetry and Spiritual 
Life"; Sept. Jgth, Mr. Herbert Sidley," Seneca"; 
Sept. 26th, Miss Helena Clarke, " The Symbolism 
of the Four Quarters." 

All members of the Society are cordially invited 
to attend. 

E.M.M. 

Northern Federation. 

The Fifty-fourth Federation of the Northern 
Lodges of the Theosophical Society was held at 
Harrogate, in the Theosophical Hall, Beulah 
Street, on Saturday, August 17th. The Council 
met at 2.30 p.m. and transacted the usual business, 
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after which, at 3.30 p.m., there was a discussion 
upon "Speciahsation," at which Miss Edith 
\Vard presided. She also lectured to the mem­
bers at 7 p.m. upon" Pragmatism," and again the 
next evening at 6,30 gave a public lecture upon 
" The Soul of Tomlinson." 

The attendance of members at the Conference 
was less than usual. The next Federation will 
be held at Manchester in November. 

, HODGSON S~IITH. 
ra, Eas(Parade, Harrogate. 

Lectures in the North of England. 

Mr. Ernest \Vood, of ·Manchester, will make a 
lecturing tour during three weeks in September, 
visiting seven towns and lecturing at each town 
once a week. The towns and dates are: Hudders­
field, Saturdays, September 7th, 14th and 21st; 
Sheffield, Sundays, Septemher 8tb, 15th and 2211d; 
Barnsley, Mondays, September gth, 16th and 
23rd; Leeds, Tuesdays, September loth, 17th 
and 24th; York, \Vednesdays, September IIth, 
18th and 25th; vVakeilelcl, Thursdays, Septem­
ber 12th, 19th and 26th; Halifax, Fridays, 
September 13th, 20th and 27th. 

The subjects for the three lectures in each 
town are: "Reincarnation," "Theosophy and 
Religion," and" Our Purpose in Life." 

C. A. B. 

Lecture List. 

A1\TWERP LODGE. Information from F. van 
Halle, 300, Rue Provence (sud). 

BATH LODGE. 2, Argyle Street, on Mondays, 
at 8 p.m., beginning September 30th. :Mr. 
Wedgwood will lecture on that datc. Informa­
tion from Miss Sweet, 36, Henrietta Street, Bath. 

BIRMINGHAM LODGE. Room No. 4, Midland 
Institute, on Sundays, at 6,30 p.m. Information 
from Mr. A. P. vVilkins, 157, High Street, 
Harborne, Birmingham. 

BOURNEMOUTH LODGE. Gestingthorpe, King's 
Park Road, on vVeclnesdays, at 7.30 p.m., for 
members; for members and friends on the first 
and third Sundays, at 3.30 p.m. 

BRADFORD LODGE. vVednesdays, at 7.45 p.m., 
at Bank Buildings, North Parade. Information 
from Miss Edith Tempest, 130, New Cross Street, 
West Bow ling, Bradford. 

BRIGHTON LODGE. The Arts Cluh, I g, \Vest 
Street, on Sundays, at 3.30 p.m. Information 
from Dr. King, 5+, Comptoll Avenue, or 1\1r. 
Lloyd, 5, St. Jamcs Street. 

BRISTOL LODGE. Tuesdays, at 8.15 p.m., at 
20, Meridian Place, Clifton. Information from 
1\1r. Thomas Freeman, ra, Glentworth Road, 
Redland. 

BROUGHTON LODGE. Information from E. J. 
Dunn, Broughton, Skipton, Yorks. 

BRUSSELS, BRANCIIE ANGLO-BELGE. :Meetings 
on the first and third Fridays in the month, at 
8. IS p.m. Information from the Secretary, 19, H.ue 
Forestiere, Avenue Louise. 

BRUSSELS, BRUSSELS LODGE. Information from' 
A. Vanderstraeten, 19, Rue des Commen;:ants. 

BRUSSELS, BRANCHE CENTRALE BELGE. 58, 
Chaussee d'Ixelles. Study class, second, third 
and fourth Saturdays and second and fourth 
Tuesdays, at 8 p.m. Meetings on first Saturdays 
and first and third Tuesdays, at 8 p.m. Infor­
mation from the Secretary, 21, l\.ue du Vallon. 

BRUSSELS, BRA;SCHE DU LOTUS BLA:\C. Thurs­
days, at 4.30 p.m., at 58, Chaussee d'Ixelles, for 
young members and friends. Information from 
the Hon. Secretary, Igg, Avenue Albert, Uccle. 

COVENTRY CENTRE. Tuesdays, at 7.30 p.llJ. 
Information from Mrs. Nevill, 16, vVarwick H.ow, 
Coventry. 

DUBLIN LODGE. 3+, \Vicldow Street. Regular 
meetings suspended for the summer. 

EASTBOURNE CE:\TRE. \Vednesdays, at 8 p;m., 
at 17, Deyonshire Place. Enquiries to Miss Rose 
Mary Greene at this address. 

EDI:\BURGH LODGE. 130, GeorgeStreet. Regular 
meetings suspended during the summer. Informa­
tion from the Secretary, 130, George Street. 

EDI:-lBURGH, EDINBURGH CE1\TRE. Fortnightly 
meetings from October to April. Information from 
1Iiss Pagan, 2+, Newbattle Terrace. 

EXETER LODGE. I g, Bedford CIfCUS, on Fri­
days. at 8 p.m. For members only, first \\'ednes­
day in the month, at 2.45 p.m.; and on second and 
fourth Tuesdays, at 8 p.m. 

FOLKESTO:\E CENTRE. Fortnightly meetings. 
at the house of Mr. J. H uxtable, 2, Brockman 
Road. Information frolll this address. 

GLASGOW LODGE. H.eligious Institution EOG;},,,, 
200, Buchanan Street. Enquiries to Mr. J. P. 
Allan, 5, \Vest Regent Street, Glasgow. 

GREENOCK CE:-lTRE. Enquiries to l'vIr. John 
Ross, I g, Nelson Street \Vest. 

HARROGATE LODGE. Theosophical Hall, Beulah 
Street, on Sundays, at 6,30 p.m.: Sept. 1St. "A 
Paradox which cOJllforts wliile it 1IIocks," E. E. :,Iars­
den; Sept. 8th, ihe A1itiqllity of Jlall, J. Chappell; 
Sept. 15th, A Prophet ill 0111' OWlI COllntry, R. Pex­
ton; Sept. 22nd, The M.agic LallterlZ of Thought, 
l\Iiss 1Iargery Smith; Sept. 2gth, Some old Problellls 
solved by Theosophy, Miss Kef. Lodge meetings 
on Fridays, at 7.30 p.m., at I2, East P:uacle, 
for the study of lileJlleJ/ts of T heosopl,y and The 
Varieties of Religiolls Experimce. 

HULL LODGE. Information from H. E. Nichol, 
Beech Croft, Newland Park, Hull. 

LEEDS, LEEDS LODGE. Leeds Arts Club 
Rooms, 18, Park Lane, on Tuesdays, at 7.30 p.m. 

LEEDS, LEEDS CENTRE. Information from ':\Iiss 
Kennedy, 38, Potlernewton Lane, Leeds. 

LIVEl{POOL, CITY OF LIVERPOOL LODGE. 
\Vednesdays, at 18, Colquitt Street, at 8 p.m. In­
formation from the Secretary, 18, Colquitt Street. 

LONDON, ADELPHI LODGE. i\Iondays, at 7.30 
p.m., at 21, Cecil Court, St. Martin's Lane, \V.C. 

LONDON, BATTEIl.SEA LODGE. Meetings sus-
pended for the summer. Enquiries to Mr·. 
A. P. Cattanach, 27, Dault Road, Wandsworth 
Common. 

LONDON, BLAVATSKY LODGE. Informal meetings 
at 28, Albemarle Street, \V. See special notice. 

I 
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LONDON, CROUCH EXD CENTRE. Information 
from Bertram G. Theobald, The Hawthorns, 
Hornsey Lane, N. 

LONDON, CROYDO:-l LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 
8 p.m., at I8A, Katharine Street, Croydon. No 
meetings during Septelllber. Information from 
Fred Horne, 4, Kynaston Road, Thornton Heath. 

LONDON, HAMPSTEAD LODGE. 9, Lyncroft 
Gardens, Finchley Road, N.\V., on Mondays, 
at 8 p.m. 

LOKDO"', H.U!PSTEAD HEATH CENTRE. Meet­
ings suspended till the autumn. 

LONDON, LEWISHA).! CENTRE. Tuesdays, at 8 
p.m., at 7, Avenue Road, Lewisham. Informa­
tion from Albert Haddock, 176, Fort Road, 
Bermondsey, S.E. 

LONDOOl, LaneS CIRCLE. l'vleetings for children 
on Sundays, at 3 p.m., at 8, Inverness Place, 
Queen's Road, \V. All children are welcome. 

LONDON, NORTH LONDON LODGE. lVlondrtys, at 
8,30 p.m., at 25, Compton Road, Highbury, N., 
for the study of The A JlciCllt Wisdom, and lectures 
on 'vVednesdays, at 8,30 p.m., beginning in October. 

LONDON, 'vVEST Lmmo:-l LODGE. 8, Inverness 
Place, Queen's Road, \V. i\Ieetings on Fridays, 
at 8 p.m., beginning September 27th. The autumn 
session will be devoted chiefly to the study of 
Christianity and Theosophy. Syllabus on 
application to the Secretary. 

MANCHESTER, l\IA:s'CHESTER CITY LODGE. 
26, Victoria Street, Manchester. Lodge meetings 
on Tuesdays, at 7.30 p.m. Classes for study on 
l\londays, Tuesdays, and \Vednesdays. Informa­
tion from Miss Ker, Brook Lea, Mellor, Marple 
Bridge. 

MANCHESTER, DIDSBURY LODGE. Spath Lodge, 
Spath Road, Didsbury. Information from the 
Hon. Secretary, at the above address. 

~IAKCHESTER, SOUTH j\,IANCHESTER LODGE. 
Palmerston Hall, Palmerston Street, Moss Side. 
Information from the Hon. Secretary, 180, Clifton 
Street, Brooks's Bar, Manchester. 

jHARGATE CE:-ITRE. Information from i\Ir. 
H. A. Vasse, 7, Connaught lZoad, f'lIargate. 

MERTHYR TYDVIL CE:s'Tl{E. Meetings on Sun­
days, at 7.30 p.m., at Trevethick Hall. 

MIDDLESBROUGH LODGE. i\Ieetings held fort­
nightly (Sept. 2nd, r6th, and 30th) at 46, Linthorpe 
Road. 
NOTTINGHA~! LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 8 p.m., 

at 19, Park How, study of The Bhagavad Gitii; 
3.30 p.m., a ladies' reading class, and on alternate 
Sundays, at 7 p.m., stlldy class. 

OXFORD CENTRE. Information from Mrs. Ander­
son, Fairacres House, Oxford. 

PLY~!OUTH LODGE. Fridays, at 8.30 p.m., and 
Sundays, at 6,30 p.m., at ra, Pentillie Road, 
1\1 utley. M eetings on Sundays and the first 
Friday in the month are open to the public. 
Enquiries to R. J. Ellis, 53, Peverell Park Road. 

RIPON CENTRE. 2, Ashville, on Fridays, at 
8 p.m., for the study of The Path of Discipleship. 
Information from John i\Ionger, at above address. 

SHEFFIELD LODGE. Bainbridge Buildin'gs, New 
Surrey Street, on 'vVednesdays, at 7.30 p.m., study 
of A Study in Consciousness. 

SOUTHAMPTON LODGE. 14, Hanoyer Buildings, 
Tuesdays, at 8.30 p.m. Enquirers' meeting first 
Sunday in the month, at 7.30 p.m.; study of The 
Secret iJoctrine on Sundays, at 3.30 p.m. Enquiries 
to Mrs. Hollick, " Henley," Eoberts Eoad, Hill. 

SUJ\UITON LODGE. :-Ieetings on Sundays, at 
7 p.m., at Felsted, Crane's Park, Surbiton. 

TYNESIDE LODGE. Last Sunday of the month, 
at 6,30 p.m., at Lily House, Ocean View, \Vhitley 
Bay, and class for study on Tuesdays, at 8 p.m., 
at 80, Saville Street, North Shields. 

'vVAKEFIELD LODGE. Thursdays, at 8 p.m., at 
the Co-operative Hall, Smyth Street: Lectures by 
Ernest \Vood, Sept. 12, Reincamatioll,. Sept 19th, 
Theosophy and Religion; Sept. 26th, QUI' Purpose in 
Life. Information from C. A. Brotherton, Cnven 
House, Belle Vue, \\'akefield. 

YOI{K LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 8 p.m., at the 
Theosophical Hall, High Ousegate: Lectures by 
Ernest \Vood, Sept. I I th, Reincarnatioll,. Sept. 
Itllh, Theosophy and Heligioll; Sept. 25th, 0111' PuP­
pose ill Life. Information from]. E. H.eid, 9, First 
Avenue, York. 

CORRESPON DENCE. 

THE VICE-PRESIDE:s'CY. 

I cannot refrain from expressing the deep regret 
with which I have read the correspondence between 
Mrs. Besant and ?llr. Sinnett on the subject of 
the Vice-Presidentship. It seems to me an evil 
omen for the future of the Society that its new 
President's first action should be to put a pu blic 
affront upon one of its oldest, most useful and 
most respected members. :\Irs. Besant knew 
perfectly well the opinions of the man she invited 
to be Vice-President. No one has been more out­
spoken than Mr. Sinnett; years before Mrs. 
Besant ever heard the name of Theosophy he had 
got himself into the difficulties with H. P. B.'s 
worshippers which led to the formation of the 
mavatskyLodge, by the maintenance of the views 
which he Ins only reiterated in the article in ques­
tion; with which I desire to express my own 
hearty concurrence. 1Ir. Sin nett was tile jirst 
ini1uential convert H. P. B. made in India, and 
devotecl himself to her service at very great sacri­
flee of his worldly interests: he knew H. P. B. all 
through her public life and had opportunities of 
studying her character far more extensive than 
Mrs. Besant's brief acquaintance could furnish; 
to his writings and personal teaching I and many 
more of the British Section entirely owe our know­
ledge of Theosophy and all the blessings we have 
gained from it. His pupils and friends cannot but 
feel it indecent-to use no stronger word-that he 
should be tbus unceremoniously thrust aside 
because his opinions as to the \vorking of the 
Society and the inspiration under which Mrs. 
Eesant believes herself to be acting differ from 
hers. Every member of the Society, offlcial or 
no, has full right to hold and to express his own 
opinion l1pon H. P. B., Col. Olcott, ;\Irs. Besant, 
tbe Constitution of the Society, and every other 
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matter in heaven or earth. Unless this perfect 
freedom of criticism is maintained Col. Olcott's 
lifelon a vigilance to prevent the actual facts of the 
early ~ears of the Society from being replaced by 
a H. P. B. lelYeJld founded on the inner conscious­
ness of her later followers will have been in vain, 
and membership of the Society be rendered impos­
sible to self-respecting thinkers. "\Vhich may the 
Gods a vert l " 

ARTHUR A. \VELLS. 

For the information of mem bers generally please 
state in the next issue of THE VAHAN : 

(a) Can the President appoint the Vice-Presi­
dent, or has the nomination to be confirmed by 
the General Council of the Theosophical Society? 

(b) \Vas M r. Sin nett's nomination so con firmed, 
and if it was, can the President call on hlln to 
resign, without the sanction of the said Council? 

Also kindly quote the Rules-and say where 
they can be found-dealing with the relation of 
President to Vice-President. 

VVILLIAM BELL. 

(a) The Rule dealing with the appointment of the 
Vice-President is Rule 12 of the Constitution and 
Rules and is as follows: 

" The Presillent shall nominate the Vice-Presi­
dent, subject to confirmation by the General 
Council, and his term of office shall expire upon 
the election of a new President." 

Rule 20 defines the powers of the President as 
regards temporary appointments. It runs: 

" The President shall be the custodian of all the 
archives and records ot the Society, and shall be 
the Executive Officer and shall conduct and direct 
the business of the Society in compliance with its 
rules; he shall be empowered to make temporary 
appointments and to fill provisionally all vacancies 
that occur in the offices of the Society, and shall 
have discretionary powers in all matters not 
specifically provided for ill these Rules." 

(b) J\Ir. Sinnett's nomination had not been 
confirmed by the General Council. 

Rules 3 and 14 deal with the removal of officers 
and are: 

"3. It shall be competent for the General 
Council (subject to the provision named in Article 
4 of the l\Iemorandum of Association) to remove 
any of its members or any officer of the Society, 
by a three-fourths' majority of its whole number 
·of mem bers, at a special meeting called for the 
purpose, of which at least three months' notice 
shall have been given; the quorum consisting, 
however. of not less than three members." 

., 14 .. The Treasurer, Recording Secretary and 
subordinate officials being assistants to the Presi­
dent in his capacity as Executive Officer of the 
General Council, the President shall have the 
authority to remove any appointee of his own to 
such offices." 

Article 4 of the Memorandum of Association 
referred to in H.ule 3 relates to the late President­
Founder, and has no further application. 

The Rules of the Society and of the British 

Section are published in pamphlet form by the 
Section and can be obtained on application to the 
General Secretary. 

KATE SPINK, 
General Secretary. 

"THE VICISSITUDES OF THEOSOPHY." 

Re the recent pamphlet issued by Mr. Sinnett, 
entitled The Vicissitudes of T lieosophy, which was 
read at the meeting of the Nottingham Lodge, 
held on \Vednesday evening, the 24th inst., the 
members were unanimously of opinion that the 
public issuing of this pamphlet is tantamount to 
an attack on the position taken up by our President, 
and is quite inconsistent with loyalty to her and 
to the holding by Mr. Sin nett of the office of Vice­
President. I am authorised by my Lodge to send 
you this letter (a copy of which has also been sent 
to the Executive Committee) for publication. 

F. A. jOHNSON, 
Hon. Secretary, Notti1lgham Lodge. 

The paragraph calling attention to this pamphlet 
causes a re-echo of an unfortunate occurrence at 
the Convention. 

Mr. Sinnett, in his speech, said very bluntly 
that he could not accept Mrs. Besant's statement 
on the appearances of the Masters at Col. Olcott's 
death, thereby placing l\Ir5. Besant in the position 
of one whose veracity is doubted. No one at that 
time, I think, fully realised her position, and so 
there is some excuse for their silence; but now 
that he in this pamphlet repeats his offence an 
opportunity again occurs for those who, not doubt­
in'" Mrs. Besant's word, are prepared to defend 
he~. Being in the chair, Mrs. Besant was dis­
armed and could not defend herself against these 
aspersions. Mr. Sinnett seems convinced o~ his 
own experiences in the early history of the Society, 
yet casts doubt on the truthfulness of another, who 
claims to have had communion with these same 
Masters. 

Surely it was not necessary that They should 
report their doings to Mr. Sinnett, as he seems to 
have expected Them to do. Sufficient that Their 
orders were given to the one most fitted to carry 
them into effect; but having had a similar experi­
ence in the past l\'Ir. Sinnett should be the last to 
impute falsehood to another, especially to her who 
has said that she wished no better epitaph to be 
written on her tomb than "She tried to follow 
Truth." 

SYDNEY H. OLD. 

MRS. SHARPE'S RESIG:-;'ATION. 

I shall be obliged if you will accord me space 
to comment upon the position taken by Mrs. 
Sharpe in her letter to you last month, in which 
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she announces her resignation from the Executive 
Committee. \hie are told that she has felt moved 
to refuse to sit on that Committee as a protest 
against the way the President was treated at the 
recent Convention. l\Iuch as I regret Mrs. 
Sharpe's resignation on personal grounds, I should 
not have though t it necessary to deal publicly 
with the reason she gives for her action, did I not 
know tbat others, including our President, are 
also of opinion that there was unfair treatment 
accorded to the highest officer of our Society at 
the British Conyention. It is assumed that no 
criticism of the President's words and actions are 
fair at a meeting over which she is presiding, since 
as Chairman she is precluded from replying. I 
need hardly point out that this practically means 
that the President's "Words and acts can never be 
discussed at meetings of the Society when she is 
present, since as President she must by virtue of 
her office be in the chair. This, except on one 
hypothesis, would be an in tolerable state of affairs, 
and it must therefore be apparent that there is 
something wrong with the original assumption 
that the President is tongue-tied when occupying 
the chair. I have often heard chairmen speak at 
meetings over which they "Were presiding, and 
have not heard their right to do so challenged; in 
any case, however, there is always an easy way 
out of the difficulty, namely, by vacating the chair 
temporarily. That the President did neither on 
the occasion referred to scarcely justifies Mrs. 
Sharpe bringing charges of want of good feeling 
and fair play against her fellow-members, who had 
no idea of refusing the right of reply and, in my 
own case, fully expecting and hoping tbat right 
would be exercised. 

If the President is to be regarded as sacrosanct 
then she must refrain from identifying herself 
witb any particular line of policy, and above all 
things abstain from interference with purely 
Sectional affairs. Such an ideal President doubt­
less may be desirable, but the present holder of 
the office does not conform to that standard. 
Eightly or wrongly she has conceived it her duty 
to criticise publicly thm;e who disagreed with her 
attitude towards tlIe l\dyar affair, and she has not 
hesitated to take a side in the recent discllssion in 
the Section about the rules. I am of opinion that 
a President should not interfere in purely Sectional 
matters, and should rejoice were the practice dis­
continued, but until it is and a neutral position 
assumed in controversial matters affecting the 
Society generally no one has Cl right to complain 
when argument is met by argument and criticism 
by criticism. I would also remmd my late col­
league that whilst loyalty to an individual may be 
an all-important consideration to her, loyalty to 
the Society should transcend ~dl individualities in 
one wbo aspires to take an active part in its work. 

In conclusion, may I ask my fellow-members to 
put out of their minds all personalities in consider­
ing this matter, and to fix their attention on the 
principles involved. 

Yours truly, 

\V. 11. TUOMAS. 

THE ORGANISATION OF TIlE SOCIETY. 

In Mrs. Besant's Presidential Address, pub­
lished in last month's VAIIAN-as also elsewhere 
-I find a paragraph that seems to call for some 
comment. This paragraph runs as follows: 

"\Ne owe to the President-Founder a well­
planned organisation, combining complete divi­
sionalliberty with the strength secured by attach­
mp.nt to a single centre. Some details may need 
amendment, but the work of organisation is 
practically complete. Our work is to use the 
organisation he created, and to guide it to the 
accomplishment of its purpose. " 

Now in my opinion it is at least an optimistic 
euphemism to speak of the Theosophical Society's 
organisation as well-planned. In a historical 
sense its growth has been the reverse of we11-
planned; ratber an unsystematic and haphazard 
adaptation to new circumstances all the way 
along. I contend that it was rather Colonel 
Olcott's habitual common-sense in any given emer­
gency than his systematic foresight in planning 
this organisation, whi:::h elicits the praiSE: of the 
historian of the Society. And as to the actual 
value of the set of rules that form the Constitution 
of our Society, I most heartily concur in the opinion 
expressed by M1'. Sin nett, when be calls them no 
less than" chaotic." 

Besides, a study of the evolution of the rules and 
organisation of our Society shows that there can 
be no doubt as to the fact that both have been 
repeatedly modified in essentials as well as in 
details. 

I write this to draw attention to tbe fact that 
there may be members of the Society-especially 
amongst those who have made a study of its hIS­

tory and who love it as an organised body-who 
believe tbat its external and formal growth is by 
no means as yet completed. On the contrary, 
such members would be convinced that our 
organisation is still in an embryonic stage, 
whence follows that a conviction held by leading 
officers of the Society, that full development as 
to form has already been reached, would be con­
sidered by such members as seriously impeding its 
rapid unfoldl1lent and natural evolution. 

In other words: it is apparent tbat the Presi­
dential qualifications cited above migbt be COll­

sidered, by those who hold this view, as betokening 
a conservative standpoint when compared with 
their own progressive or radical standpoint rc­
garding the internal policy of our Society in the 
near future. 

I write this in order to find out whether I am 
right in assuming that this view of mine is shared 
by other members of the Society. It seems unfair 
not to voice publicly the undercurrents of thought 
in our movement lest the responsible office­
bearers in the Society should not know clearly 
what is going on, and also lest isolated members 
should not be able to compare their own opinions 
with those of others. 

I am thoroughly convinced that it would be a 
bad thing indeed for the Society to smuggle into 
the minds of its mel\lbers a conception of mystic 
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fYuidance of its outer affairs, and I am afraicl such a 
b 'f thin" lI1i<Yht easily come to pass I we ",-ere to ';on-
side; th~ present stage of its legal and formal 
evolulion as ill any way very satisfaclory, amI as 
leaving no room for imlllcnse improvemenls of all 
sorts in the future. 

It may, however, be that the paragrapb ([uoted 
need not be taken so much it la letire, and ought to he 
interpreted ratber as a courteous tribute by our 
newly elected President to her predecessor in 
office. I :hope this may be so, since I, for .one, 
would be very sorry if any Presiclent, as a Prcszdmt, 
did not bestow very minute, loving and continuous 
care and attention on the form-side of our move­
ment ever awake to improve it and to develop it, 
or if' he were to neulect the discharge of this side 
of his official fUl1ctio~s, for what I--in this connec­
tion-\vill call the" mere" inspiring of the body. 
For in such case the Ruler, as a Ruler, ,vould 
abdicate to the Priest, though he was chosen to be 
Euler. 

All tliis involves matters of the gravest principle. 
I write in profound goodwill, looking Oll with the 
greatest possible interest to thc performance of the 
task Mrs. Besill1t has set herself in accepting the 
nomination to the Prcsidency. It is not to criticise 
in the least that I velltme to oIfer these considcra­
tions, hut rather to point Ollt a great danger which 
I think exists for all those who, called to per/arm 
high ofl1cial duties in our Society, should think 
not only its organisation pmctically completcd, ~Jllt 
wbo would take it for granted that such IS the vIew 
of those members who have been most closely in 
contact with the working of the Society's 
machinery, and who have given l1luch time lo an 
earnest study of its history. 

JOllAN VAN MAN EN. 

REVISION OF TIlE EULES. 

DEAR l\Ilss SPI:-::K, 
\Ve the undersigned Presidents of the 

Branches of'the S. \IV. Federation, Theosopllical 
Society, shall be much obliged if you will be so 
kind as to inform us what steps have been tal(en 
in rcspect of carrying out 1\1r. DUlllop's amcnd­
ment to i\lr. Faulding's proposition (see COllven­
tion l{eport, pp. 16 and 17) wilh regard to thc 
formation of an Executive COllllcil. 

\Ve are informed that the additional membcrs to 
be co-opted to the Executi \'e COlllmittee for this 
special purpose have already b(;Cll sel(;ctc:d an,d 
invited. If this is so, will you l(indly snbmlt theIr 
names to us. \Vith cordial gr:;eting, we are, dear 
Miss Spink, 

Yours very truly, 
Siglled,' 

PHILIP \V. G, NUKN 

ELISADETH SE\'EES 

GERTRUDE S. PLATNAUER 

LEOPOLD A. D. l\IOKTAGUE 

ALFI<ED \VEEKES 

E, 1\1. GREEN 

Prcs. Boltrllelllouth Br. 

"Bath " 
"Bristol " 
"Exeter " 
"Ply1ltouth " 
" SOllihalllptDII" 

P.S.-Since the aLove letter was written a list 
of nam(;;s has appeared in TIlE VAHAN for August; 

we shall be glad if you will kindly tell us \vbet.her 
it includes all those who are to be co-opted to the 
Executive Committee, or if th(;re arc still some 
more to be added. 

The above )<:;tter appears to be fully answered 
ill the two notices in the /'\.ugust VAIIA,,: "Sec­
tional l\ules" and "The Executive Committee." 
l\Ir. Dunlop's amendment contains, however, no 
reference to the formation of an "Executive 
Council," as apparently sllggested in the letter. 
As passed by thc Convention it stands: 

"That the next Executi \'e Committee, with 
power to add to their number for this purpose, be, 
and they are hereby, instructed to consider the 
existing rules of this Section and briu;; up a report 
on same with their recommendations to the Con­
vention of 1908. Such report to be printed in 
THE VAlIAr-i for }'Tay, 1908." 

It is, of course, impossible for me to answer the 
'lllestion in the P.S. The names of all those 
already invited have been plll!lished, but whethcr 
the Commiltee will find it desirahle to acid further 
names is a lIJatter for ils consideration when it 
meets again. ,\s mentiollcd in the notice of last 
month, it is most desirous of receiving suggestions 
from Dranches and melllbers, and I tlust that 
there will be a full response to the ir.vitation. All 
suggestions will receive careful attention. 

K,\'1'E SPIKK, 
Gel/eral Secretary. 

A PROTEST. 

1 must ilsk your permission to allow me the 
privilege of prote~t!ng, ,in ,the nal;1e of t~e best 
interests of the Brltlsh SectlOn, agall1st the llltoler­
able suspicion existing in the minds ?f many 
members towards any tendency of departmg frolll 
cLlstomary methods of Theosophical acti\'ity, and 
towards the intentions of feliow members, as 
regards their work in the Society. 

Two parlicular instances have". come llnder I_lly 
notice (juite recently. One occurred at the _ Ill­

formal mecling of delegates on Saturday morl1lng, 
at: the recent LOlldon Convention. j\ delegate 
was accosled on cnteling the room by an individual 
who demanded, ill a distinctly unfriendly and 
discourteous IlJanner, llis credentials. On the 
credentials being given tllis self-cunstitllted police­
Illan for the meeting tartly remarked, among othpr 
sllspiciolls observations, tbat lots ,of people would 
bc "sneaking" into t.hat meel1ng under false 
colours. 

The second instance occurred at the recent 
Conference of the Northern Federation, when the 
Council rejected the application for membership 
of a new Lodge of fhe Theosophical Society, 
wilhout even taking the trouble, or being courteous 
enough, to make a single enquiry from the Lodge 
on any point \yhatcyer. It appears that the Lodge 
in question had been founde~ on somewhat, r;O\-el 
lines. Tllis gave opportul1lty for. the spmt of 
suspicion to manifest; the Coun~d, apparel:tly, 
immediately created a bogey of.theIr own Imagll1a­
tion, and became tcrror-strIcken, because a 



TIlE VAHAN. 19 

mystery presented itself which they coulcl not 
understand. 

It seems to me, after eighkc1J ye:lrs' cxperience 
in the Theosophical :)ociety, that there is at tlte 
present time, and has been for some time pa~t, a 
very dangerous tendency to try to s([uash all en­
deavours to strike out new lines of Clctivily, which 
do not conform to certain rigid modes. 

It is as if certain members were roused to a 
feeling of insane antagonism if they could not 
have all members of the Theosophical Society 
growing one type of nose. The least sign of 
de\'elopment of a Grecian type would be as Cl red 
rag to a bull. All members must grow a Roman 
type of nose, or have heavy artillery pointed at 
them. 
- The openings for entirely novel modes of Theo­

sophical activity are inllumerable. There is room 
in the Theosophical Society for Branches as 
private as Masonic Lodges; Branches founded 
with a view to specialising in one direction; 
l~ranches founded independently of geographical 
proximity of members, hut whose lllembers arc 
drawn together by peculiar affinity; Branches 
whose members arc drawn from other Branches 
with whom they arc not in harmony, or by whom 
they arc entirely neglected; Branches founded 
with a view to literary activitlCs, rather than 
oral; 13ranches hadng as special object, the 
betlerment of the Theosophical Society, looking 
inwards as regards the Society, instead of out­
wards. All these lines are consistent with the 
aims of the Theosophical Society, and are more or 
less new. 

Is it possible that in the Theosophical Society, 
anyone, or all, of these lines of Branch activity 
should be met with unfeeling, and unsympathetic 
repulse, or worse still, with ignoble suspicion,? Is 
it possible, that there exists to-day an organised 
body of members, such as the Council of a Federa­
tion, who have the impertinence to suggest by 
their action that they have the right to pry into the 
activities of any Branch, howe\'er privately it may 
wish to conduct its inner activities, as such: or, 
that every Uranch which applied for membership, 
should be expected to lay before the curious gaze 
of sllch a COllncil, its full programme of activities 
and aims? 

If so, it is high time that the Exe':utive COlll­
mittee of the British ~ection was made aware of 
~uch perils within it" area: perils which un­
doubtedly menace the welfare of the :)ectiolJ, ami 
of the Society as a whole. 

E. J. DUNN. 

CaLUMBA OF IONA. 

The study of the ancient British Church is one of 
extreme fascination; unhappily it is as elusive as 
alluring, presenting for the most parl a series of 
pictures of high spiritual romance, rather than 
connected history. 

Conspicuous among the group of great souls 
who built up for their country the reputation em-

bodied in the name Isle of Saints is Columba, 
and, happily, of him a more than uSllally full 
account relllains. The picture revealed to us by 
his bio~rapl1er and successor Ada1l1nan, exhibits 
an extraordiuary personality set in surroundings 
wllich appear, if not unique, at allY rate of the 
rarest. 

To the ordinary reader Adall1nan's record might 
seem but superstitiol1s legend, illuminated only by 
its flashes of poetry, but to the student of the 
occult the broad character of the tale points to a 
time of generally diffused sensitiveness to happen­
ings on the more subtle planes, while in the 
person of Cololl11n himself we are ,confronted with 
one who lived habituaily in conscious touch with 
the three worlds, so that the whole tenor of his 
life is determined by this widening of consciousness. 

Adamnan tells his story, knowing that it is 
strange, and that it will appear so to his readers, 
but it is perfectly clear that to the writer, the 
wonder consists nol in its kind, lmt in its degree 
a lone. l\ead sylll pa theticall y t he book is of 
cOlllmanding interest. 

\;Vilh the history-making portions of his hero's 
life Ada1l111an does not concern hilllscl(; these he 
assumes that everyone mllst know-that Columba 
was prince and missionary, diplomatist and 
traveller, scholar ancl artist, all tbat goes 'vithout 
saying: hut, "wishing to fall in with the urgent 
demands of the Brethren" of Iona, he sets himself 
the task of gathering together and presen'ing 
those more personal and intimate details about the 
Abbot-Founder which he thinks will serve to re­
veal "the life and character of this our Colum ba 

and set before the reader's eyes his holy 
conversation." This selting "before the reader's 
eyes" he most successfully achieves; in his pages, 
we see not only Columba, but the life of the Com­
munity of Iona as it were in a series of dissolvitw 
views, the wondrous Abbot living among th~ 
Brethren, in absolute simplicity, without pose, or 
self-consciousness, one with them, thoucrh simulta-
neously in a realm apart from them. to 

Adall1nan's work is diyided into a number of 
short chapters-- II9 in all-each one a vignette, 
complete in itself, showing forth some incident 
relatit:g t,o, or some exp,erience of, the Saint. They 
vary 111 llllerest, anc! 111 valtle, but their sum is a 
revelation of a strange day, and habit of soul, to 
read of wllich is peculiarly refreshing in the 
present weary, clamorous round of day's work which 
our Karma has brought upon us ~n the twentieth 
century. 

One pic~ure of singular charm is the following, 
one on winch the theosophic student Illay profit-. 
ably ponder. " Once, as the Brethren after 
harv~st work, r~t~lrning to the monastery in the 
evemng and arnvmg at that place which is called 
in Scotic Cuuleilne they seemed each 
one to feel within himself f:omething wonderful 
and unusual, Which, however, they dared not speak 
of the one to the other. And so for some days, in 
tIle s~l11e p,lace and at the same evening hour, they 
perceIVed It. . . St. Baithene was the superin­
tendent of lahours among them, and one day he 
spoke tbus to them saying, ' Now, Brothers, if ye 
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unexpectedly experience anything unusual and 
wonderful in this place half way between the 
harvest field and the monastery, ye ought to 
declare it, each one of you,' 

"Then (me of them, a senior, says: ' According 
to thy order I will tell thee what has been shown 
to me in this place; for in these days past and 
even now, I perceive some fragrance of a mar­
vellous odour, as if that of all flowers collected 
into one; and also a certain burning as of fire, 
not painful but as it were soothing; and besides, 
a certain unaccustomed and incomparable joy 
spread abroad in my heart, which of a sudden con­
soles me in a. wonderful way, and so greatly 
gladdens me that I can remember sadness no 
more, labour no more. Aye! and the load, albeit 
heavy, which I am carrying on my back from this 
place until we come to the monastery is so much 
lightened, how I know not, that I do not feel that 
I am bearing any burden.' " 

"So all the harvest workers declare 
that they had felt exactly as this one and 
besought St. T>ithene that he would let them 
know the cause a_ .. _,rigin of that wondrous con­
solation. To whom he gave this answer 
saying: 'Ye know that our senior Columba, 
mindful of our toil, thinks anxiously about us and 
grieves that we come to him so late; and by 
reason that he comes not in body to meet us, his 
spirit meets our steps, and that it is which so 
much consoles and makes us glad.' And hearing 
these words, still kneeling, with great joy and with 
hands spread out to heaven, they venerate Christ 
in the holy and blessed man." 

This projection of his spirit by Columba to 
distant places is commented on by Adamnan in a 
singularly interesting manner. To him, it is among 
the miracles of this "man of the Lord" tbat 
though - aosenf Til1)ody~yet present in spirit, he 
could perceive things done far away; yet it is to 
be explained by the word of St. Paul: "He who 
cleaveth unto the Lord is of one spirit." A second 
story gives Calumba's own explanation of the 
phenomenon, a record of priceless value to students 
and seekers of the mystic way. 

"Again, at another time," writes the chronicler, 
" the Saint while living in the isle of Iona, on a 
sudden, in the course of his reading, in great 
amazement sighed with a sorrowflll sigh. Seeing 
whicll, Lugbe l'IIocllblai, who was there present, 
began to ask of him the cause of his sudden grief. 
To whom the Saint, greatly sorrowing, gave this 
answer: two men of royal race in Ireland have 
just perished, pierced by wounds mutually inflicted 

On the eighth day another man 
coming from Ireland will shout across the Sound, 
and tell that these deeds have actually happened. 
But, 0 my little son, tell this to no man so long 
as I shall live! On the eighth day accordingly 
there was shouting over the Sound. Then the 
Saint, calling to him Lugbe, quietly 
says to him: He who is now shouting over the 

Sound is he of whom I spoke to thee before . . 
go and bring him to us. And he, being quickly 
brought, related among other things this also, 
saying: Two men of noble birth, in the district of 
the Mangdorni, inflicting wounds on onc another, 
have died! After these words were 
spoken, the samc Lughe, soldier of Christ, begml 
to question the Saint apart, saying: 'Tell me, I 
beseech thee, about these so wonderful prophetic 
revelations, how they are manifested to thee, if by 
sight or by hearing, or in some other manner un­
known to men.' To these words the Saint replies: 
, Concerning this very subtle matter of which thou 
now asketh, I shall not be able to give thee any, 
even the very least intimation, unless first, on 
bended knee, thou wilt strictly promise me, in the 
name of the Most High God, that thou wilt com­
municate this most secret mystery to 110 man 
whatever all the days of my life.' And he, then, 
hearing these words, immediately knelt down, and 
with face flat on the ground fully promised every­
thing, according to the Saint's command~and 
this promise being promptly given, the Saint says 
to him as he rises: 'Some there are, though very 
few, to whom Divine grace has this, that they 
can clearly and most distinctly see, at one and 
the same moment, as though under one ray of the 
Sun, even the entire circuit of the whole world 
with its surroundings of ocean and sky, the in­
most part of their mind being marvellously en­
larged.' The above-mentioned account 
of spiritual visions, which the aforesaid man 
(Lugbe) whom the Saint much loved, could 
scarcely draw from him after urgent ir:treaties; 
he himself, after the passing of St. Columba, bore 
witness (to) in the presence of other boly men, 
from whom, nothing doubting, we have faithfully 
learned these things above related concerning the 
Saint." 

H.R. 

N ote.~ The above quotations are taken from 
\Venlworth I-Iuyshe's translation of Adamnan's 
work, published by l(ou tledge il! their U ni versal 
Library, IS. volumes. 
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ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

TO THE CONVENTION OF ITS 
AMERICAN SECTION, SEPTEMBER, 

I90 7· 

BRETHREN, 

'vVe are met together at an important epoch 
in the history of the Theosophical Society, at the 
beginning of a new cycle of its life. In 1891, 
H. P. B., the disciple chosen by the Brothers of 
the \Vhite Lodge to undertake a world-mission, to 
be the channel of a new spiritual impulse to the 
world, to found the Theosophical Society, passed 
away from earth. Great was the loss; but she 
left with us her colleague and faithful co-worker, 
the founder with her of the Theosophical Society, 
a disciple of the same Master, the man chosen by 
Him to be the President for life of the Society, 
your countryman, Henry Steele Olcott. So long 
as he remained on earth, he stood as the represen­
tative of the Society's traditions; he was, in his 
own person, the head chosen by the Master to rule 
and guide the Society; he had watched over it 
from the beginning, had nurtured its growth, and 
guided the shaping of its organisation. The 
Society had grown up around him, and he re­
mained its centre, even after his great colleague 
had been removed from his side. 

But now he, too, has passed away from us; the 
first cycle of the Theosophical Society has closed. 
From 1875 to I907, it has lived under the Presi· 
dency of one directly appointed by the Masters, 
who are the true Foullders of the Society; durillg 
that time it has gone through many vicissitudes; 
many weak members fell away during the attack 
on H. P. B. by the Christian missionaries of 

Madras through the Coulombs. Its American 
Section was well-nigh rent away from it by the 
secession of Mr. \V. Q. Judge, its General Sec­
retary, with the great mass of American members; 
we l1lust gratefully remelllber to-day the steadfast­
ness of Mr. Fullerton and Mrs. Buffington Davis, 
who stood firm through that storm, which left 
only a rcmnant of its membership to the American 
Section. In addition to these two grcat catas­
trophes, Colonel Olcott had to face many minor 
difficulties. His position was at one time rendered 
so intolerable at the Society'S Headquarters, that 
only H. P. Ho's vigorous intervention prevented 
his resignation of the presidential office; he had to 
face so much petty opposition, so many accusa­
tions of tyranny and high-handedness were made 
against him, that he flung down his authority in 
disgust; only the dissolution of the then Board of 
Control made it possible for him to rem8in as 
Presidcnt, and the Society, grown wise hyexperi­
ence, committed its destinies into his unfettered 
hands. 

Despite all troubles, the Society continued to 
increase in numbers and influence, until, when 
the time had comc for him to pass away for awhile 
from earth, it stood on a higher pinnacle than it 
had ever occupied before. 

Let us pause for a moment, to consider the 
natnre of the Theosophical Society, as we may flnd 
it outlined in our printed and other docllments. 

It was organiscd in three Sections: the first 
Section consisted of the" Elder Brothers" Them­
sel ves, tIle Founders, Guardians and Protectors of 
the Society. The second Section consisted of 
TI1f~ir di:~ciples, including those accepted ctS chelas 
by 1-I. P. B., <tnd her other pupils, to whom she 
ga ve direct tcaching. T he third Section COIll· 

prised all ordinary members of the Society, the 
exoteric body. An early draft of the constitution 
shows these three Sections, with thrce degrees in 
each Section, the conditions becoming more 
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stringent as the member passed inward. In the 
rules of tbe Theosophical Society, as revised :1nc1 
Jla~~ec1 al Bombay on February 17th, 18SI, it is 
statecl, \\iith regard to these Sections, that: 

"The administration of the two superior sec­
tiolls need not be dealt witlI at prescnt in a code 
of rules laid before tlw public. No responsi­
hili ties connccted with these superior gradcs are 
incurred by persons who l1lerely desire ordinary 
mem bershi p." 

During the first se\-en years of the Society's life, 
many statements were made about the Society by 
its true Founders. One of these Sin's that before 
the Tbeosophiml Society was founde:l, They chose 
H. S. Olcott as the leader of the movement They 
were then projecting, and associated with him 
H. P. B., whom They sent to America, and brought 
to meet him, both being willing to accept the 
task. He speaks of the Society as "our Theo­
sophical ship," of Himself as "having some 
authority in" it. He expresses a fear that They 
111ay have to withdraw from it for a timc, save as 
regards a faithful minority-a [car that IJro\-ecl 
true-but that, later, a renewed effort to help it 
would be made. 

Similarly we find the second of the Teachers 
most concerned with the Society, taking it for 
granted that His views were to guide the 
Theosophical Society. In a letter, quoted in the 
i'ath, Vol. VIL, p. 334, lIe says that: "The 
Theosophical Society was chosen as the corner­
stone, the fO\lndation of the [\lture l\eligion of 
Humanity. It is we, the humble 
disciples of the perfect LtllllaS, who are expected 
to allow the Theosophical Society to drop its 
noblest title, tbe Brotherhood of Humanity, to 
become a simple school of philosophy." "Before, 
I have written, that our Society is not a mere 
intellectual school for Occultism." He writes 
of 11. P. Blavatsky and Colonel Olcolt as "Our 
present representatives_" He writes: "\Ve have 
weightier matters than small societies to tbink 
about; yet the Theosophical Society must not be 
nef:;lected." 

This view of the Society is often directly 
stated, and constantly assumed, IJY 11. 1'. 13. 
"'riting in the I'lIth, in I )ecenlher, IS8G, she 
speaks of "The Society, founded at Their 
wish and under Their ordcrs." III the 1'1/(0-
sophist, Vol. 111., p. 2+3, she writes: "Om 
Society was founded at thc direct suggestion of 
I ndian and Tibetan Adepts, and in coming to 
this country [lndia], we hut obeyed Their wislles." 
She told theCountcss \\'achtllleister that, ill 185J, 
iIer Master told her that He had chosen her for 
the work of a Society. In March, 1873, she 
herself writes, she was sent from Eussia to Paris, 
and in June of that same year to America; in 
October, 187+, she was bidden go to Chittenden, 
and there she found the Colonel-thus she ampli­
fies the statement written in the Master's own 
hand. Again, in 188G, she informs Dr. Hartmann, 
in writing, of the same facts. In a letter dated 
December 6th, 1887, she speaks of "the Society 
crc:ated hy t he M asters, ou R IV] ah{ltmas." In 
this lctter ~he also says: " l\Iaster sent me to the 

United States to see what could he done to stop 
llecrOlll:mcy and tbe unconscio11s black magic 
exercised by the Spirit11alists. I was made to 
llleet Y011 [Oleot rJ and to change yam ideas, 
which I llilve. The Society was formed, then 
gradually made to merge into and evolve hints of 
the teachings from the Secret Doctrine of Ihe 
oldest sellool of 0((1I1t Philosophy ill the whole world­
a school to rdorll1 which finally, the Lord Gautama 
was made to appear. These teachings could not 
be given abruptly. They had to be instilled 
gradually." On June 27th, 188 [?J, writing from 
Elberfeld, she says: "As one of the F011nders of 
our Theosophical Society, established at the orders 
and according to the desire of 0111' Masters." 

Nor does she hesitate firmly to claim her place 
as Their servant, and demands to be recognised 
in that capacity. \Vhen, after the Coulomh 
accusations, the leaders of the Theosophical 
Society did not stand by her as fully as they 
sho11ld have done, she tells them of the clanger 
they arc rUllning of the complete withdrawal of 
the Masters from the Theosophical Society, for 
"They will not countenance ingratitude." And 
she goes on to say that her demand for vindication 
is not due to " selfish or personal pride, but I was 
sent by Them, and, whatever my failures, I am 
Their agent, and in insulting me, the Society 
insults Them." Again: "I am ready to dis­
appear,Olcott. Only remember, my poor friend, 
that with me will disappear the l\Iasters." Thus 
she wrote to Colonel Olcott on April I rtb, r885. 

The Great Ones were not satisfied with the 
position taken towards H. P. B.; though some 
members remained faithful, the majority were 
afraid of continuing to bear the flag of Occultism 
openly, and in a written report of a conversation 
between her Master and H. P. B., He is recorded 
as saying: "The Society has liberated itself 
fr0111 our grasp and influence, and we have let it 
go; we make no un willing slaves. It is 
now a soul-less corpse, a machine run so far well 
enough, but which will fall to pieces when • 
Out of the three Objects the second alone is 
attended to; it is no longer either a nrotherhood, 
nor a body o\-er the face of which broods the 
Spirit beyo11l1 the Great I<allge." 

The First Scction thus ceased to exist, and the 
lVfastr~rs no longer directed the exoteric Society. 
The Second Scction also ceased to exist, as a 
grade of the Society, though II. P. B. continued 
to teach some of its memhers. Towards the close 
of 1888, the loyalty of lllany to 11. P. Jl. justified 
a rencwed effort to send out help, and the Esoteric 
Section was formed by an Executi\'e Order, dated 
October, r 888, though not in official connection 
with the exoteric Society; Colonel Olcott stated 
that he issued this order in obedience to a letter he 
had received in mid-ocean from his l\Iaster. The 
order was printed in LUCifer, issued October 15tb, 
1888, with the following prefix: 

"Owing to the fact that a large nllr,lber of 
Fellows of the Society haye felt the necessity fur 
the formation of a body of Esoteric students, to he 
organised on the ORIGI~AL LINES devised by the 
real Founders of the Theosophical Society, tile 
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following order has been issued by the President­
Founder." 

Needless to say that at lhat time, there was no 
question as to who were th8 " real Founders" of the 
Theosophical Society. So long as H. P. B. and 
Colonel lived, no one ventured to challenge the 
origin of the Society. 

This conception of the Society was summed up 
in 1892, in a paper written by Mr. \V. Q. Judge 
and myself, and then issued to the Inner Circle of 
the Society. The following extract gives this 
traditional view, now denied by some members of 
the Theosophical Society. 

"Founded by the direction of Masters, and 
drawing its true life from Them, it stands, as a 
Society, in a position different from that of any 
worldly organisation. As H. P. B. has said, every 
member of the Society is united by a delicate 
thread of magnetic rapport to i\'Iasters, and it lies 
with each member to draw himself nearer by that 
thread, or to let it hang loose and useless, to be 
frayed away, and ultimately broken. Any of you 
who have read letters sent to early members of the 
Theosophical Society will see how real that link 
was meant to be, and how seriously membership 
in the Theosophical Society was regarded. Lack 
of loyalty, lack of comage, lack of recognilion of 
Masters, lack of devotion, marred the early ideal, 
until the Theosophiwl Society, as a body, well­
nigh wrenched itself out of the Masters' hands. 
H. P. B. sacril1ced herself for the Society, and so 
saved it from complete failure, and, at last, it was 
decided to openly call out a body that had alwilys 
existed within the Theosophical Society, that they 
might, as an organised body, work to recall the 
Society' to its original lines,' and thus redeem it." 

It must be a matter of profound regret to all 
that Mr. Sinnett, the late Vice-President-to 
whom the Society owes so much for transmitling 
to it the teachings received by him from the 
Masters, through the intermediation of H. P. D.­
has thought fit, misled by evil influences, to 
suddenly repudiate this view of the Society, based 
on documen tary evidence, and to seek to drag it 
down to the level of a casual movement, started 
without the authority and di[f~ction of the Masters 
by H. P. B. and H. S. O. on their own initiative. 
But to this he has been inevitably led by his repu­
diation of the appearance of the two Masters, who 
are the true Founders of the Theosophical Society, 
to Their faithflll servant, Colond Olcott, on his 
deathbed, in pursuance of the promise made in 
1S81, that a renewed effort to help the Society 
would be made. 

To all those who have studied the history of the 
Theosophical Society, nothing could seem to be 
more reasonable, more to be expected, than that 
at the opening of a new cycle of the Society's life 
the same benel1cent Presences should appear as 
had ushered it into existence. That They should 
ha ve left Their dying servant unhelped ; that They 
should not have aided the Society in passing 
from the original order to the new; that They who 
appointed the I1rst President should refrain from 
expressing any opinion to help the Society in 
using its power of choice for the first time in the 

election of the "second President; that the Theo­
sophical Societ'y should have begun its second 
cycle without Their benediction-that, indeed, 
would ha\-e been irrational, incredible. Tt is a 
strange instance of the rapidity with which a living 
belief can depart fr0111 those who profess it, that 
those who had accepted the phenomena of H. P. [l. 
and the appearances of the Masters in the earlier 
days~in New York, Bombay, Simla, Adyar, and 
elsewhere-for the most part on Colonel Olcott's 
sole testimony, should reject that same testimony 
some years later, though supported by the evi­
dence of three other persons. However so it is, 
and the freedom of the Society protects those who 
do not accept any of the superphysical facts which 
ha ve buil t it np, and which prove the existence of 
the laws that it constantly proclaims. 

The Theosophical Society has before it a more 
serious problem for consideration, the solution of 
which is rendered necessary by recent events. 
The proposition that the Society has no moral 
code-the statement which formed one of tbe 
charges on which ~r. Jinarajacltlsa was expelled-­
has been reasserted, flfst by myself, then by Mrs. 
Mead, then by Mr. Fullerton, ane! is now gener­
ally accepted as the mere statement of a fact. But 
the question: Ought the Society to have a moral 
code ?~presses for answer. It is not the fact that 
the Society on this matter is divided into two 
parties, one of which believes that vice retards and 
virtue hastens the realisation of Universal Brother­
hood, while the other mayor may not think this 
truism to be true. Both agree on this; we are all at 
one in our eagerness to raise the moral tone of the 
Society, to make it an example of noble living to 
the world; none is indifferent to morality, nor is 
content with a low standard of living. \Ve agree 
that morality is all-important; that the life of the 
Society depends on its power to lift its members 
into nobility of conduct; that every wrong-doer in 
our ranks poisons the very springs of om being. 
vVhere we differ is on the question: "Shall moral 
ideas be enforced by penalty, or not?" It is a 
penal, not a moral, code that some are demanding. 
The way of the world is to enforce morality hy 
penalty, and, because penalties can only be en­
forced against the most flagrant breaches of the 
moral law, it is obliged to accept a very low 
standard of morality, and to leave lInpcnalised 
some of the most mischie\-ousl y immoral acls. 
No good man is content with his morality, if it 
does not rise far above the penal law of the country 
in which he resides. 

Most religions have a moral code, a set of 
" Commandments" of some kind, such as the Ten 
Commandments of J uclaism, the Five Precepts of 
Buddhism. But none of the great religions, so 
far as I know, has a penal code, enforcing its 
commandments by exclusion from its pale. On 
the contrary, they regard it as a primary duty to 
try to improve their evil-doers, not to cast them 
out. Some religions outcaste or excommunicate 
on ceremonial grounds, hut one may presume th;}t 
the Theosophical Society cloes not wish to copy 
these exam pIes. Religions lea vc to the civil 
power the punishment of offences, and striv() to 
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reform and purify rather than to expel. Shall the 
Theosophical Society descend below the level 
cOlllmon to religions hodies, and proclaim itself in 
need of the sword of a criminal law? 

As a n uclens of U ni versal Brotherhood we 
should not omit to show forth .the urotberly way 
of dealing with the criminal; we should not expel 
him, crying out: "Stand aside, I am holier than 
thou," but should, by lofty living, pour such a 
stream of nobility into the Society tbat none 
batbed in it could remain base. Among brutes a 
sick animal is attacked and either slain or driven 
a way, lest be should infect the herd; among 
savages the sick are cast out of the tribe and left 
to die; among ci\'ilised nations tbey are tenderly 
l1lH5ed baCk into health. Are we to treat Ollr 

morally sick on the pattern of the brute and the 
savage, or on that of the civilised man? Doesthe 
nursing back to health connote indifference to 
disease? 

A penal code among us would be the denial of 
Brotherhood, the affirmation of the "heresy of 
scparateuess," tbe separateness we are banded 
togetber to destroy. Spirituality knows no separ­
ateness; it proclaims the unity of all. Just in 
proportion as we are spiritual shall we feel our 
unity with saint and sinner alike. \,ve are all 
eager to feel our unity with tbe Gods, with the 
Christs, with tbe Saints, hut no such lopsided 
unity is possil>le. Ollly those can be one with the 
highest who are also one with tbe lowest; by the 
one Spirit that dwells in llS all, our brothers' sins 
are Ollr sins, our brother's shame is our shame. 
Om Elder Brothers, the 1\12.sters of Compassion, 
stoop to llS, the younger, that They may lift us up; 
with what eyes of patient sadness must They look 
on us, as we eagerly grasp at Their hands that we 
may rise and trample on those who are younger 
tban oursel ves? Shall They not say to us if we 
fall into the present snare: "Forasmuch as ye 
ha ve ex pelled the least of these, our brethren, ye 
have expelled llS"? The spiritual man has no 
property in his olVn purity; he holds it for tbe 
purifying of all; all become purer llecanse he is 
pure. For the unspiritual personal purity becomes 
a separative force, and of such it is written that 
pllulicalls and sinllers go illto the kingdom of 
heaven before them. The excluder, by the jllstice 
of the Great Law, becomes the excluded, nntil he 
longs for the non-separateness which he has 
denied. 

There is a tendency in the Theosophical Society, 
as in the outer world, to narrow down the word 
" morality" until it is a label for a special kind of 
virtue-sexual purity. To say that a man is 
" immoral" has come to mean tbat he is loose 
sexuall y. lIorality is not considered to include 
slander, back-biting, false-witness, imputation of 
evil motives, persecution; these crimes are com­
mitted ligbt-heartedly by many who regard them­
selves as moral. Dut these are deadly sins against 
the Law of Love, and retard the realisation of 
Universal Brotherhood far more than the evils 
committed by tbe publicans and sinners of the 
tilll,es. On these matters the judgment of Initiates 
has ever clashed with the judgmenl of the world, 

for they regard the sins of the mind as more deadly 
and more far-reaching in their conse(pences than 
the sins of the body. The moral conventions of 
the clay are ever rigidly observed by its Pharisees, 
and too often they deserve the scathing rebuke of 
the Initiate, as whited sep'llchres, which within 
are full of all uncleanness. Still it is true as in 
the days of the Christ, that men tithe mint, anise 
and cnl11min, ami forget the weightier matters of 
the law, justice, mercy and truth. 

Our President-Founder had more than once a 
lesson that he should not follow the standard of 
the world in moral judgments_ He quoted to 
you last year at your Convention the rebuke he 
received from a Teacher for overlooking the 
spiritual merits of a member who was a drunkard 
-not that drunkenness was moral, but that one 
physical fault may be o\'erbalancecl by other non­
ph ysical merits. Still more instructi \'e was the 
case of one who, moved by a pure desire to help 
humanity, made a blunder in the method of his 
helping, and suffered a year's imprisonment here, 
in the United States, under the COlllstock Law. 
The elder among you will remember the case of 
Mr. D. M. Ben nett. After his imprisonment, 
Mr. Bennett went to India, and \vas vigorously 
defended by H. 1'. ll., much to the disgust of some 
of the European Illembers of the Society, and the 
President ' Founder was rebuked for hesitating to 
admit him iuto the Society, lest the reputation of 
the TheosoplJical Society should thereby suffer; 
Master M. bade the PlJarisees look for the price­
less pearl within the oyster, declaring that J\Ir. 
Bennett was a Illall of tremendous courage, and a 
martyr, and that the ]',Iasters were glad to have 
the help of such men. "Such our K. H. lo\'es." 

All who knew H. P. B. personally-those to 
whom she is a li\'ing person, and not merely an 
ideal figure after their own fancies and bearing no 
resemblance to the original-know how deep was 
ber scorn for the conventionalities by which tilE 
weak guide their conduct, how broad and tolerant 
was her judgment of !11en and things, bow she 
brushed away the cobwebs of phrases and went 
straight to the heart, the life-motive. She over­
looked many a moral falllt where she saw a 
heart fllll of desire to serve, and it is that wide 
and noble forbearance, the spirit of tbe Initiate, 
that I would invoke to guide our deliberations. 

If we make a rule expelling from the Society 
our nndesirallles, we shall sink helow the level of 
all great religious bodies, e\'en below the le\'el of 
ordillary scientific, philosophical and literary 
societies, who would not condescend to tell the 
world that they disapprove of crime-that is taken 
for granted among all decent people~or are so 
weak in virtue that they think it necessary to 
formally expel any chance evil-doer who happens 
to be witbin their ranks, lest the world should 
suspect them of approvlllg, or condoning, 
immorality. 

Apart from these questions of principle, a prac­
tical question arises: \Vhat code is proposed, 
crimes against which are to be visited with 
expulsion? Personally, I am against a penal 
code on this ground as on the ground of principle. 



In my article, written last January, on "The lhsis 
of the Thcosophical Society"-written as soon as 
I knew that I was to be nominated as President, in 
order that the Society might vote on my election 
with full knowledge of my views on this disputed 
'1uestion-I pointed out the difficulties which Sllf­

rounded the forlllulation of a penal code. In the 
many articles which ha\'e been written against 
mine, there is not one which faces these difficulties, 
and even attempts to formulate a practical code. 
So far the only suggestion has lleen to let expulsion 
follow on any breach of the let w of the land in 
which the member resides. Such a system might 
occasionally land us in absurdities, but it would at 
least be simple and easy, and would secure to 
every accused member a fair trial, so that none 
could be expelled without a legal conviction, sur­
rounded by all the safegtnrds that centuries of 
experience have shown to he necessary to protect 
an accused person against injustice due to prejudice. 

Hut sllch a rule would commit us delinitely to 
a very elemcntary moral code, which would be 
inscribed in our Constitution as that of the Theo­
sophical Society. There is the further difliculty that 
when you once formulate a code, you implicitly 
a ver that other evils-however dangerous they 
may be to the life of the Society-are not sufficiently 
serious to be visited with expulsion. Om lofty 
ideals would be dragged down, and a law which 
embodies the low average Illoral opinion of the 
day would be put in their place. Instead of our 
being able to take it for granted that all evil living 
is injmiolls to Brotherhood, we Illay he met, when 
we say: "Such conduct is unworthy of the 
'l'heosophist," with the retort:" It is not forbidden 
in the Society." The commission of a theft by a 
member of the Society, at once condemned by all, 
would l,e less poisonous to our COl1ll11on life than 
the hatred, bitterness, self-righteouslless, which no 
penal code could touch, and which spread like a 
deadly infection. Members committing snch 
deadly sins agaim,t Brotherhooll would remain in 
the Socicty, while the mere com1llon criminal, 
whose evil cannot spread amongst us, would be 
trium phan tl y ex pelled. 

In face of the manifold difficullies in formulating 
a penal code, it does not seem too lllllCh to ask 
from those who desire to introduce onc, that they 
shall definitely state what they want, and not 
throw on others the burden of defining the degree 
of wickedness which shall justify expulsion from 
this nucleus of Universal Drotherhood. 

Moreover, a period of great excitement is not 
tbe best for the decision of a question on which 
differences of opinion exist. It wonld 111 any 
case be wise to remit the discussion until the 
turmoil has died down, and differences are less 
bitterly expressed. Each Brallch, that wishes to 
do so, can exclude from its mcmbership all whom 
it considers undesirable, and, if it finds its policy 
successful, may recommend it to its Section, or 
to the Society at large. \Ve should then ha ve 
the advantage of seeing penal codes formulated 
anel worked by those who thillk thelll desirable. 

For my own part, as President of the Theo­
sophical Society, I re-affirm the principles I laid 

down before my election, and I shall steadily 
resist any attempt to impose a penal code on the 
Society. I stand for the affirmation of lofty ideals 
of morality and for strenuous efforts to live up to 
them; I appeal to the unfolding Divinity in man, 
and not to the begljarly elements of coercive 
laws; I gladly affirm my brotherhood with the 
lowest, as I re veren t I Y hope to be accepted as 
brother by the I J ighest. 

nefore us, Brethren, open up splendid oppor­
tunities of future work. In this vast I"\.epublic 
you number some 80,000,000 of human beings. 
You ha\'e light to bring to them, you have know­
ledgr:: with which to feed thel1l, you have hopes 
for their cheering, you have strelJgth for their 
uplifting. Around you are millions who are 
starving for wisdom; will you refuse them the 
bread of life, while you are (ltlarrelling among 
yourselves as to whom you will accept as your 
fellow-memhers? A wake from your uneasy night­
mare; open your eyes to realities, and cease to 
struggle with shadows. Instead of fighting each 
other, go out and fight ignorance with knowledge, 
impurity with purity, darkness with light. I{cscl1e 
the miserable, by showing him whence misery 
arises; console the bereaved, by tearing the veil 
which shrouds the worlds into which his beloved 
has passed; strengthen tile weak, by making hi1ll 
feel the power of the Divinity within him; soothe 
the rebellions, by teaching him that he is the 
author of his own sorrows. 

A wave of spiritual life will soon sweep over 
your coulltry; everywhere, as you look around, 
are springing up new ideas, new hopes, new 
endea vours - the promise of new forms of life. 
On the threshold ring the footsteps of the coming 
ci\'ilisation, the civilisation that shall be built on 
Brotherhood as its foundation. The Theosophical 
Society is the herald of its coming, the bringer of 
the glad tidings of its approach. Oh! rise to the 
level of your high calling, of your splendid oppor­
tunities. Ccase (luarrelling as children, take up 
your work as men and women, the self-conscious 
sons and daughters of the all-ensouling \V OlW, the 
glad and strenuous co-workers with the Elder 
Brothers of the lx.ace. 

TO ANNIE BESANT, PRESIDENT OF 
THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 

ON HER BIRTIIDAY, OCTOBER IST, I907. 

O'er tossing seas, from many lands we bring 
H.emelllilranee dear to greet tily Natal Day, 

Frolll loving hands a silent offering, 
Frolll grateful hearts, who earnestly do pr;I)': 

" Long Illay'st t.hou live to mark t.he Perfect \Vay 
That leads to Brotherhood-long \llay t.hy sway, 
Thy l'residenee shine on us as the suu, -
Uh! Friend 01 all men-enell1Y of IlOIW." 

Great sun! and strong! wc hail thee and rejuice, 
Speak out the Truth as ever bold and free; 

Thine is a potent Bute and trumpet voice, 
For the Eternal \Visdoll1 speaks through thee! 

U. M. 13. 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR 
RESEARCH INTO MYSTIC 

TRADITIONS. 

Members intending to subscribe to the Quarterly 
Trallsactiolls arc reqllested to do so not later than 
October 31St, as all arrangements for the first 
isslle bave to be made by November 1St. The 
1111mber of copies being strictly limited to that of 
SlI bscribers no stock will be kept. 

Dais des 1Ionliers, 
Varengeville-sur-lIler, 

Seine Inferieure, 
France. 

G. A. 1TALLE~, 
1101l.SccJlclaJY· 

ACTIVITIES. 

Donations to the General Fund. 

For the second month in sllccession not a single 
donation has to be acknowledged llnder this head. 
This is, I tilink, without parallel in the history of 
the Section. I must call the attention of luembers 
to the ahsolute necessity of maintuining a constant 
supply of contributions to the General Fund, and 
more especially are donations reqllired now when 
so lllany members feel impelled to contribute at 
great length their views on matters of dispute, 
and in demanding space for tllis put the Seclion 
to greatly increased expense. Tbi;; month again 
TIlE VidiAN has to Le enlarged~ill fact, doullled 
in size~and alread y a substantial all10unt has been 
8pent out of the dillliniohing funds to provide room 
[or these controversies. The appeal in last month's 
VAIIAN to condense them as llluch as possible bas 
bad but little effect. \Vould it be too much to ask 
those who have felt or will feel the necessity of 
cxpressiug themselves at SOll1e lcngth in the Sec­
tional organ to contrihute proportionately to tlle 
General Fund in order tliclt the Section may not 
bear the increased burden? I feel tliell it is 
necessary to make some special appeal to mem­
bers, as in the disturbance of mind caused by dis­
putes the very essential (lUestion of finance is 
liable la be overlooked. 

KATE SI'INK, 

GCJ!cral Secretary. 

Monday Afternoon Meetings. 

IVleetiugs will be held during the autumn al 28, 
Albelllarle Street, \V., on Mondays, from 3.30 to 
4.30 p.l11. 

The speakers during October will be as follows: 
Gct. 14th, Mr. tread, "Foreshadowings of the 
Nature next to Man's"; Oct. 21St, 11iss E. \Vard, 
"Signs of the Times"; Oct. 28th, 11r. Mead, 
" The Heroic or Daill10nic Life." These llledings 
are for members and their friends. 

E. M. M. 

Social Committee Debating Society. 

Meetings will be held at 28, Albemarle Street; 
all Friday, Octoller lIth ~Uld 25th, at 3.15. On 
Friday, IIth, Mrs. Schoficld will open with tbe 
proposi lion: "Tbat greater likeness between lllen 
and women is desirable." 

11rs. Hoffmeister in the chair. 
L. S. 

Mrs. Betts' Class. 

1Irs. netts' class far study on Tuesday after­
noons at 3.30 will be resumed at 28, Albemarle 
Street, on Tuesday, October 8th. Book [or 
study: FragJllcllts of a Faith Forgotten. 

K. M.B. 

London Federation. 

The next meeting will be ,held on Saturday, 
Oclober 2Gth, at 28, l\lbemarle Stred, \V., 
at :-.; o'clock, when Mrs. Despard will speak. 
Subject: "Theosophical Ideals and l'olitical 
Principles." COllncilmeeting at 7.30 p.llI. 

PllILlP 'rOVEY. 

Mr. Mead's Lectures. 

In November ami DecemLer Mr. G. 1\. S. Mead 
will deli\"er a course of six lectures, elltitlecl "Two 
l<itllais frolll the 11ysteries," on Tuesday after­
noons, at 5 o'clock, in the Lecture 1\.00111, 28, 
Albclllarie Street, W. The fallowing will be the 
sy llabus : 

Nov. Silt. 
" 121ft. 

" I Cjlll. 

" lJec. 
261lt. 
yd. 

" loth. 

" The lIymn and Dallce of Jesus." 
",\ 1\.itual Df Initiatioll fro111 the 

Earliest Christian Mysteries." 
" The l{eligian of Mithra the Uncon­

querable. " 
" The Mithriac lVlysteries." 
"Tile only ImOWll and recently dis­

covereu Mitbriac Eitual." 
"The l:li~ht of the Eagle or Apo­

tlieosls. 

Course Tickcls, 75. 6d. each, may be obtained 
frolll the Tlieosophical Publishing Society, 161, 
1'\ew Bond Street, \V., or at the door. Admission 
la each lecture, 2S. 

Lecture at Queen's Hall by Mrs. Besant. 

Under the auspices of the 1I. P. D. Ladge, 
Mrs. ];es<tnt will deliver a lecture to lllemllers of 
the Tlleasophical Society only, all Friday evening, 
Oc(oller 11th, at t\ p.lll., in the Slllall Qlleell's 
Hall. 

Tickets of adlllissioll to the lecture are IS., and 
arc issued frolll the Tbeosophical Publishing 
Society, ICl, New BOlld Street, \V. Memllers 
should enclose a stamp when writing for tickets. 

SID:\EY l{ANSCDI. 
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North London Lodge: Mrs. Bcsant's 
Lecture. 

Mrs. Bes<tnt will deliver a puldic leclure in lhe 
Hall of the Northern Polytechnic Inslilule, 
Holloway l\oad, N., on \Vednesday. October (Jlh, 
at 8.30 p.lll., on "The bearing of Theosophy on 
the life of the \Vorkers." 

Members arc requested to make lhis known 
amongst their friends. 

The Hall is close to Holloway l\oad Station 
(Piccadilly Tube), Holloway Slation (G.N.1\.), and 
not far from I-lighbury and blington Stalion 
(N.L.K) and Highbury (Electric Tube). 

Tickets may be obtained from the Theosophical 
Publishing Society, 161, New Dond Street, \V. 
Prices 2S. (reserved seats), IS. and 6d. 

H. TWELVETREES. 

Lecture by Mrs. Besant in Brighton. 

Mrs. Bt:sant will address the Brighton Lodge 
and deliver Lt public lecture at vVest Slreet Con­
cert Hall, at 7 p.ll1., on October 13tl1, subJect: 
"Spiritual Life for Men of the World." Admis­
sion free; a few reserved seat tickets, onc shilling, 
may be had frolll J. F. 13igwood, 57, Dyke 1\oad, 
Brighton. 

J. F. 13. 

Lecture by Mrs. Besant at Surbiton. 

Under the auspices of the Surbilon Lodge lVIrs 
llesant will give a public lecture on Saturday, 
October 12th, at the Surbiton l\sselllbly 1\001n8, 
on "The Necessity for l{eincarnation." Adlllis­
sion free. Tickets at 2S. and I s. to be had from 
the Theosophical Publishiug Society, 161, New 
Bond Street, vV., or of any member of the Surbiton 
Lodge. 

Members should enclose a stamp when writing 
for tickets, Cl nd are asked to make this lecture 
known to friends. 

A. D. DEXTER. 

Lecture List. 

Secretaries of Lodges alld Celltres IIrc desired to sce 
that notices for this list are Sellt reglllarly, to {[rv/v;; lIut 
(cricr titan the 20th of tlte IIl0nth. Tile creel/mey of tllis 
list is entirely dcpe/ldmt UPOIl their iJlformation. 

A:-.'TWERl' LODGE. Information from F. van 
Halle, 300, 1\ue Provence (sud). 

BATH LODGE. 2, Argyle Street, on Mondays, 
at i) p.m: Oct. 7tb, Melllbers' meeting; Oct. qth, 
B£lilaislIl, S. Sprague; Oct. 2 1st, S'ocialislIl ami Theo­
sophy; (Jct. 2i)th, UllitarianislIl, l{e\'. J. 1IcDowell. 
Information frolll Miss Sweet, 36, lIellrietta Street, 
13ath. 

13IRMINGHAM LODGE. 1\oom No. +, 1Iidland 
Institute, on Sundays, at 6,30 p.ll1. IllforJllation 

from 1Ir. A. P. \Vilkins, 157, High Street, 
Harborne, Birmingham. 

BOURNEMOUTH LODGE. Gestingthorpe, King's 
Park 1\oad, on vVednesdays, at 7.30 p.m., for 
members; for members and friends on the iirst 
and third Sundays, at 3.30 p.m. 

BRADFORD LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 7.+5 p.m., 
study of The Growth of tlte SOlll, at Bank Buildings, 
North Parade; Ladies' "At Home" on Thursdays, 
at 3 p.lll Information from J\Iiss Pattinson, +T, 
VVoodview, Bradford. 

BRIGHTON LODGE. The Arts Clull, 19, \Vest 
Street, on Sundays, at 3.30 p,tll. Mrs. Besant 
will lecture on Oct. 13th. Sec special notice. 
Information from Dr. King, 5+, Compton Avenue, 
or Mr. J. F. Bigwood, 57, Dyke f\oad. 

BRISTOL LODGE. Tuesdays, at 8.15 p.m., at 
20, 1Ieridian Place, Clifton: Oct. 15th, UlIiversal 
HeligiOll, Sidney Sprague. Information from J\Ir. 
Tholllas Freeman, +5, 1\edland l\oad. 

BRUSSELS, DRANClIE ANGLO-BELGE. Meetings 
for members on the first and third Fridays, alld 
for members, associates and enquirers on second 
and fourth Fridays. Information from the Secre­
tary, 19, 1\ue Forestiere, A venue Louise. 

BRUSSELS, BRUSSELS LODGE. Information from 
A. Vanderstraeten, 19, Elle des COl1llnert,:anls. 

BRUSSELS, 13RANCIJE CENTRALE 13ELGE. 58, 
Chaussee d'lxeHes. Study class, second, third 
and fourth Saturdays and second and fourth 
Tuesdays, at 8 p.m. J\leetings on first Saturdays 
and first and third Tuesdays, at 8 p.m. Infor­
lllation from the Secretary, 21, 1\ue du Val!on. 

HIWSSELS, BRA:';CHE DU LOTUS 13L\l\C. Thurs­
days, at +.30 p.!ll., at 58, Chaussee d'Ixelles, for 
young members and friends. Information froll! 
the lIon. Secretary, 199, Avenue Albert, Uccle. 

COVENTl,Y CENTRE. Tuesdays, at 7.30 p.m. 
Information froIll Mrs. Nevill, 16, vVarwick Eow, 
Coventry. 

DUDLIN LODGE. Information from the Secretary; 
3+, Wicklow Street. 

EASTllOURNE CE:\TRE. Enquiries to Miss 1\ose 
J\Iary Greene, 17, Devonshire Place. 

EDINBURGlI LODGE. 130, George Street. TlnHs­
days, at i:3 p.m.: Oct. 10th, Business meeting; 
Oct. 17th, Conversational meeting; Oct. 2+lh, 
Lodge meeting; Oct. 31st, Astrology, r-liss Pagan. 
Library open Mondays and Fridays, 3.30 to 5.30 
p.m. Enquiries to Miss Drummond, 130, George 
Street. 

EDI:';BURGH, EDINI3URGll CENTRE. Fortnightly 
meetings from October to April. Information from 
J\Iiss Pagan, 2+, Newbattle Terrace. 

EXETER LODGE. 19, Bedford Circus, on Fri­
days, at 8 p.m. For members only, first \Vednes­
day in the month, at 2.+5 p.lll.; and on second and 
fourth Tuesdays, at 8 p.1ll. 

FOLKESTONE CE:';TRE. Fortnightly meetings 
at the house of 1V1r. ]. I-luxtahle, 2, Brockman 
Eoad. Information from this address. 

GLASGOW LODGE. 1\eligious Institution ROc.rii';, 
:wo, llllcha11:tn Street. Enfluiries to Mr. J. P. 
Alla11, 5, \Vest Eegent Street, Glasgow. 

GREENOCK CENTRE. Enquiries to Mr. John 
I\08S, 19, Nelson Street vVest. 
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HARROGATE LODGE. Theosophical Hall, Beulah 
Street, on Sundays, at 6.30 p.m.: Oct. 6th, 
Occultism: True and False, IIodgson Smith; Oct. 
13th, Beyolld the Border, L. \Y. I\ogers; Oct. 20th, 
The Idwlalld the Real, \V. H. Thomas; Oct. 27th, 
Telepathy and other Psychic Powers, Miss Hilcla M. 
Smith. Lodge meetings 011 Fridays, at ;-.30 p.m., 
at 12, East Parade, for the study of Eleme1lts of 
Theosophy and Varieties of Religions Experiellce. 

HULL LODGE. Information from H. E. Nichol, 
Beech Croft, N ewland Park, Hull. 

LEEDS, LEEDS LODGE. Leeds Arts Club 
Rooms, 18, Park Lane, on Tuesdays, at 7.30 p.m. 

LEEDS, LEEDS CENTRE. Information from Miss 
Kennedy, 38, Potternewton Lane, Lep.ds. 

LIVERPOOL, CITY OF LIVERPOOL LODGE. 
\Yednesdays, at 18, Colquitt Street, at 7.+5 p.ll1. : 
Oct. 2nd, A Theosophic View of the Bible, E. E. 
1\1 arsden; Oct. 9th, 23fd and 30th, Study class; 
Oct. 16th, TIle Problem of the Self, \V. H. Thomas. 
Study circle on 1\Iondays, at 3 p.lll. Information 
from the Secretary, 18, Col(}uitt Street. 

LO;-.lnON, ADELPHI LODGE. Mondays, at 7.30 
p.m., at 21, Cecil Court, St. Martin's Lane, VV.C. 

LONDON, BATTERSEA LODGE. Sundays, at 7 
p.11l., at the Central Public Library, Lavender 
Hill, S,\Y.: Oct. 6th, Tile Theosapilic Attitllde, 
A. E. S. Smythe; Oct. 13th, Life and Heligioll, 
S. F. \Veguclin·Smith: Oct. 20th, Karlllll, H. ]. 
Adams; Oct. 27th, Parsifal, 1\f rs, DUlllop. En­
quiries to 1\1r. A. P. Cattanach, 27, Dault I\oad, 
vVandsworth Common. 

LONDON, BLAVATSKY LODGE. Thursdays, at 
8,30 p,m., at 28, Albemarle Street, \V.: Oct. 17th, 
Frolll "On the klysteries" cOllceming Egvptiall HerJllcs, 
G. R. S. Mead; Oct. 2+th, Reality, Miss C. E. 
\Voods; Oct. 3 r st, Thol/las Traherm, Miss Lilian 
Lloyd. Sundays, at 7 p.l11. (open to visitors): 
Oct. 20th, "Tlte Books of tlte Saviour" : a Gnostic 
Scripturt, G. R S. 1\lead; Oct. 27th, 
J. C. Chatterji. 

LOXDON, CROUCH EKD CENTRE. Information 
from Bertram G. Theobald, The Hawthorns, 
I-Iornsey Lane, N. 

LONDON, CROYDON LODGE. \;v'ednesdays, at 
8 p.m., at r8A, Katharine Street, Croydon: Oct. 
2nd, Fate alld FI'CCZilill, 1'. Tovey; Oct. 9th and 
23rd, Study Class; Oct. L6th, Poetry and Spiritual 
L1fe, p..Iiss Lilian Lloyd; Oct. 30th, 'fhe Powers 
La/mt ill Mall, l\li:is F. 1\1. 1\1. I\ussell. Information 
from Fred IIorne, +, Eynaston I\oad, Thornton 
Heath. 

LONllOC:, H.P.B. LODGE. vVednesdays, at 28, 
Albemarle Street, \V., at 8p.m.: Oct. 16th, Practical 
Oil tco III e of Theosophical Priilciplesand the First Object of 
the T.S., l\Iiss C. E. \Voods; Oct. 2yd, Tlte Second 
Object of the T.S. ill Relation to Religioll, Philosophy 
alld Scicllce, l\lrs. Sidney l\.ansom; Oct. 30th, The 
Field of OCCl/lt Research rtlld the Third Object of tlte 
T.S.,]. 1. \Yedgwood. Oct. IIth, Lecture by Mrs. 
Besant in the Small Queen's Hall. 

LONDON, HAMPSTEAD LODGE. 9, Lyncroft 
Gardens, Finchley Road, N.\;v'., on Mondays, 
at 8 p.m.: Oct. 7th, Astrology and Theosophy, Alan 
Leo; Oct. l+th and 28th, Study Class; Oct. 21St, 
Tlte Vallle of Physical PlzeJIOIliClla Mis~, H. A. Dallas. 

LONDON, HAMi'STCAD HE.nil CENTRE. Tues~ 
days, at 8.15 p.m., at Stanfield House, Prince 
Arthur H.oad: Oct. 15th, Gregorilllt l'vIllsic and tIle 
Rationale of I1lcautatiolls (with musical illustrations), 
]. I. \Yedgwoocl; Oct. 22nd, Life al1d the Arts, 
C!ifforcl Bax; Oct. 29th, Faith alld Illspiration, 
Miss Maud lVlacCarthy. Enquiries to 1\Iiss K, 
Shaw, Stanfield House, Hampstead, N.\V. 

LONDON, LEWISHAM Cmn"I<E. Tuesdays, at 8 
p.m., at 7, Avenue Road, Lewisham: Oct. 1St, 
The Atollement, P. Tovey ; Oct. 8th, Tlte Mystery of 
the Physical Body, L. Stanley Jast; Oct. 15th, 
Theosophy a1ld Modem Scimcc, H. Twelvetrees; 
Oct. 22nd, Religious Cerelllollies frolll the Occlllt Staud­
point, ]. 1. \Yedgwood; Oct. 29th, The Factors of 
Evolution, \V. C. \ Vorsclell. Information from 
Albert Haddock, J76, Fort l\.oad, Bermondsey, 
S.E. 

LONDON, LOTUS CIRCLE. Meetings for children 
on Sundays, at 3 p.m., at 8, Inverness Place, 
Queen's l\oad, \V. All children are welcome. 

LONDON, NORTH LONDON LODGE. \\'ednesd'lYs, 
at 8,30 p.m., at 25, Compton l\oad, IIighbury, N.: 
Oct. 9th, Mrs. Besant's lecture, see special notice; 
Oct. 16th, Universal Brothcrhood, A. 1'. Cattallacll; 
October 23rd, Jllstice ill Heredity aud Hml ifOll1l/mt, 
\V. C. \Vorsdell; Oct. 30th, HOlV call Theosophical 
Lodges be J/lade Collrcs of Social Actil1it)'? 

LONDON, WEST LONDON LODGE. 8, Inverness 
Place, Queen's l\oad, \V., on Fridays, at 8 p.1l1. : 

Oct. +th, Cltyisliauily !ll/d Theosophy, !\Iiss \Vard; 
Oct. IIth, no meeting; Oct. 18th, Gregol'iall ]lIltsic 
a1ld Mmztras (with musical illustrations), ]. 1. 
\Vedgwood; OcL 25th, study of Clmstjallit)' al/d 
Theosophy. 

MANCHESTER, 1\IAKCHESTER CITY LODGE. 
26, Victoria Street, Manchester. Lodge meetings 
on Tuesdays, at 7.30 p.m.: Oct. 15th, Chistlllll 
klysticis1Jl, I\ev. J. Barron. Sundays, at 6.+0 p.m. : 
Oct. 6th, Vuiversal Brotherhood, L. \V. Rogers; 
Oct. 13th, Buildillg of Character, E. \Yood; Ocr. 
20th, Health ClIltllre frolll a Theosophical Stalldpoint, 
A. Lovell; Oct. 27th, The New Theology, Hodgson 
Smith. Information froIll 1\Iiss Ker, Barone, 
Mellor, l\1arple I lridgc. 

MANCIIESTER, DlDSllURY LODGE. Spath Lodge, 
Spath I{oad, DidslJllry. Information from the 
Hon. Secretary, at the abovc address. 

MANCIlESTER, SOUTH l\L\;\1CIIESTER LODGE. 
Palmerston Hall, l'almerston Street, Moss Side. 
Information from the lIon. Secretary, r80, Clifton 
Street, Brooks's l3ar, 1\Ianchester. 

MANCHESTER, URMSTON CENT1\E. Meetings at 
1I, Gloucester l{oad, U rmstoll, Oil Sunday after­
noons. Information from !\Irs. ] ones, at above 
address. 

MARGATE CENTRE. Information frol11 1\11'. 
H. A. Vasse, 7, Connaught Road, 1\largate, 

MERTHYR TYDV1L CENTRE. 1\Ieetings on Sun­
days, at 7.30 p.m., at Trevethick Hall. 

MIDDLESBROUGH LODGE. Meetings held fort­
nightly, at 46, Linthorpe Road. 

NOTTINGHAM LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 8 p.m., 
at 2, vVellington Circus, study of The Blwgavad 
Gitl!,' Fridays, at 3.30 p.I11., a ladies' reading cla~s, 
and on alternate Sundays, at 7 p.m., study class. 
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UXFORD CENTRE. Information from Mrs. Ander­
son, Fairacres House, Oxford. 

PLYMOUTH LODGE. Fridays, at 8,30 p.m., and 
Sundays, at 6,30 p.m., at IO, l'cntillie l\o:HI, 
Mutley. Meetings on Sundays and thc first 
Friday in the month are open to the public. 
Enquiries to 1\.. J. Ellis, 53, l'cvercll Park noad. 

l\IPON CENTRE. 2, l\shville, on Fridays, at 
8 p.m., for the study of The Path of f)isciplcsliip. 
Information from John J\Ionger, at above address. 

SHEFFIELD LODGE. Bainbridge Buildings, New 
Surrey Street, on \Vednesdays, at 7.30 p.m., study 
of A Study ill ConsciollslIess. Sundays, at 6.30 p.l11. : 
Oct. 6th and 27th, Public meetings; Oct. I3th, 
Paradox-or Truth? E. E. Marsden; act. 20th, 
TIle Path of Beallty, H. E. Nichol. 

SOUTHAMPTON LODGE. I4, Hanover Buildings, 
Tuesdays, at 8.30 p.m. EnlJuirers' mecting f1rst 
Sunday in the month, at 7.30 p.lll. ; study of The 
Secret Doctrille on Sundays, at 3.30 p.lll. Enquiries 
to J\Irs. Bollick, "IIenley," Eoberts l\oad, Ilill. 

SOllTIISEA CENTRE. Ell(luiries to S. 1 r. Old, 
6+, Grahal1l l\oad, South:llllpton. 

SURBlTON LOlJGE. Meetings on Sundays, at 
7 p.Ill., at Felsted, Crane's Park, Surbiton: Oct. 
6th, Fate alld Free lVill, 1'. Tovcy; Oct. T3th, /Jids 
10 RCjiIlCIllCllI, 1\. \V. Jones; Oct. 20tll, ()CCIIIt Uasis 
of CcrclIlollial lVors/llf, J. 1. \Vedgwood; Oct. 27th, 
Meditatioll, J. 1\\. \Vatkins. 

TYNESIllE LODGE. Last Sunday of the lIlonth, 
at 6.30 p.Ill., at Lily House, Ocean View, vVllitley 
Bay, and class for study on Tucsdays, at 8 p.Ill., 
at 80, Saville Street, North Shields. 

\VAKEFIELD LODGE. Tuesdays, at 8 p.I11., at I, 
\Vest Parade, for the study of Karllla. Information 
from C. A. Drotherton, Craven House, Belle Vue, 
\ Vakefield. 

YORK LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 8 p.I11., at the 
Theosophical Hall, High Ousegate. Information 
from J. E. Eeid, 49, Grosvenor Terrace, York. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

CO"lCERNING J\I.,\IlA~IE 13LAVATSI,Y. 

\Vhen 1 asked you, last month, to publish the 
correspondence that had then latcly passed between 
l\irs. Bcsant and myself, I could not claim so much 
space as would have been necessary tu enable me 
to deal with Mrs. Besant's contention that I have 
been unfairly depreciating 1\Iadame Blavatsky. 
The complete story of my relations with Madame 
Blavatsky would constitute a book,-not merely a 
brief letter,-bnt the facts are so ludicrously at 
variance with the idea that I was in any way 
unfriendly to Madame Bla vatsky, that I will ask 
you to publish some short extracts from letters of 
hers to me, written in the year I805, when she was 
in trouble after the attack of the Society for 
Psychical Rcsearch. She had just settled at 
vVurtzburg for a time and had received a letter 
from me immediately after her arrival. She writes: 

" It touched me more than I can tell. My dear 
Mr. Sin nett, if ever there was a man in this wide 

world that I have misunderstood-perha ps because 
I have nevcr paid a strict attention to but one side 
of him-it is you. I ncver doubtcd your great 
devotion to the Mahatma, your real interest for 
the can se, though the latter with you always rested 
independent of, more than within and blended with, 
the Theosophical Society. But one could remain 
for ever faitllfuI both to the movement and its 
chief motors ane! yet shrink from any further 
contact with one so dishonoured, so seemingly vile 
as I now stand. But yom personal kindness shows 
me that, as usual, I was an ass on this plane of 
existence and that what the Mahatmas alone do is 
well done and what they know and say is alone 
just and truthful, as may be always found out in 
the long run." 

I could match this passage with many others of 
a similar tone; indeed, with others of still more 
glowing recognition of the value of my friendship. 
But one cxample is enough to show that my aLti­
tmIc towards l\1allallle Blavatsl,y \Vas not unsatis­
factory to herself. It is tme that at a much later 
period, when she was enjoying thc comforts 
gathcre(l rolll1d her by the devotion of later friends 
at Avenue HO:ld-and had become the object 
of an infatuated adoration in which it was 'Ijuite 
illlpossible for me to join,-I stood aside, com'para­
tively, and was no longer thc object of feelings on 
her part that had been appropriate to the time of 
her adversity. She writes ill one letter of the 
\IVllrtzburg series; "YOII may dis[JCJ~t: of me to 
the hom of my dcatl!." Happily, that catastrophe 
did not ellsne till Jifteen or sixteen ye:us later, 
during which lilllt: many curious developments 
arose, thollgh nOlle [lJat I have any cause to blush 
for in connection witlJ Illy attitude towards" the 
Old Lady," as we used affcctionately to call her in 
the days bcfore she was surrounded with a cloud 
of nonsensical superstition. 

However, having that complicated subject for a 
moment, may I ask for a few lines more of your 
space to give Cl further quotation from the \Vurtz­
bnrg letter alrcady referred to. This is a very long 
lettcr dealing with many subjects, out one passage 
is cOlllically appropriate to the present situation. 
I have been fOllnel fa III t wi t h for regarding the 
actual organisation of the Society as unhealthy 
and unpractical, and 1 recently suggestcd that in 
view of its later growth it would be advisable to 
di vide it into two l'residencies,-one for the East 
and one for thc \Vest. In making that suggestion 
I had forgotten a passage in Madame Blavatsky's 
letter of i\ugust, I885, which anticipated my pro­
posal. i\fter criticising some proceedings of 
Colonel Olcott's, she writes as follows: 

" Remember that so early as at Elberfeld I told 
yon already what 1\Iaster bad said to me. He is 
unfit to lead on the Society except nominally, 
becanse the Society has outgrown him. Let him 
remain a nominal President but let us active Presi­
dents-one in India, the other in Europe, the third 
in America (sic). Begin working with that object. 
You alone ought to become the President-in-Chief 
of all the European Societies, and for life, whoever 
else may be the year President of the L.L. or the 
Paris or German Theosophical societies. Such 
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is the design of my Master. I know it. For 
myself I am resolved to remain SIIU rosa. I can do 
far more good by remaining in the shadow than by 
Lecoming prominent once more in the 11l0vemcn!;." 

It is unnecessary at this date to review the 
circumstances under which the actual course of 
events diverged very widely frol11 tbis programllle. 
But cOlJsidering the reverence which Mrs. lksant 
entertains for the wisdom and inspiration of 
i\Iadallle Blavatsky she can hardly hold it to be 
treason to her memory if I am inclined, under tbe 
pressure of recent events, to think that her plan 
might perhaps have been worth consideration. 

A. P. SINNETT. 

THE V ICE- Pl\ESIDENCY. 

In view of the Hules quoted in the Septelllber 
VAIJA;'! regarding the above, it seems to llle that 
the Uritish Section lixcClltive should send a reSQ­
lution to the General Council of the Theosophical 
Society; calling upon them to: (a) Vote on the 
first p11blic nominee for the Vice-Presidentship of 
tile Theosophical Society, i.e., uur esteellled 
friend anu teacher, A. P. Sinnett; (llld if he is 
not carried, or if he sees wise to resign under the 
very trying circumstances, then (6) to vute on 
any other nominee of our esteemed President. 

I do not of course know what is being doue, or 
if any steps have been taken to fill up the vrlcant 
post of Vice-President; but I am strongly of tbe 
opinion that it is ullwise and may lead to further 
truul,le to let things drift. 

V/ILLIAM BELL. 

He tLe recent pamphlet issued by ~Ir. Sinnett 
entitled The Vicissitudes DJ l'ltcosoPhy, \vhich was 
cUllsiJered at a C0ll1111i ltee Meetillg of the Uath 
Lodge held on :Monday, Seplember 9lh, tbe 
lllClll bers present were unanilllollsly of opinion 
that the public issuing of this pamphlet is delri-
1l1ental to the ill terests of tbe Theosophical Society, 
containing as it dues an attack on tile fUllllall1ental 
position of the Society, and is inconsislcnt wilh 
loyalty in the past to i\Ime. Blavatsky and to OLlr 
newly elected i>resillent, an,l that in COnSe(llIellCe 
the COlllmittee heartily endorses the ~lction taken 
by the President with regard to the Vice­
Presidellcy. 

M. K. SWEET, 
I-Joll. Secrela!)'. 

\ Vitli reganl to the circumstances which have 
leu to i\Ir. Sinnett's iurced resignation of the 
Vice-ljre~idency and the ensuing' correspondence 
in TilE VAIl"",", Illay I point Ollt to Dr. Vv'ells that 
1\1r. Sinnett is himself prilllarily to blame for this 
llnfortunate occurrence, it being a great pity that 
a strained sense of duty ever led bim to accept the 
post, knowing as he did--and he alone at that 
tillle-how entirely his views as to the past, pre­
sent and future of the Society differ from tllO~e of 
the newly elected Prl'!sident. 

JUr. Sinnett allows hilllself that Mrs. Besaut knew 
and accepted the facl that his view of the nat me 
of the manifestations at Adyar differed radically 
from her own. lIe writes: "You put me in an 
cml,arrassing dilelllma by assuming that my dis­
sent from your theory of recent events precludes 
me from holding the office of Vice-President. 
vVhen you askellme to retain it, you knew (Inite 
well that I did not accept your view of the Adyar 
manifesta tions "-two self-cou tr ztdictory sentences 
that need no further C01l1ment. 

In the close of his letter Dr. \Vells seems to have 
confLlseu two very different conceptions, those of 
thought and action, and ignores the fact that in 
practical politics difference of theory is apt to 
produce difference of conduct. He writes; " Every 
member of the Society, official or no, has full 
right to hold and to express his own opinion . • • 
upon every matter in heaven and earth." I agree 
cordially, while inwaruly noting the curious fact 
that those who proclaim this perfect liberty of 
opinion most loudly, in practice generally seem to 
cundemn an y holding a different opinion to their 
own. But to view the matter apart from personali­
ties, and in lhe practical connection of which Ur. 
vVells writes, is it advisable, convenient or practi­
cal that two strong characters holdiug entirely 
uifferent views, not only in the present situation, 
but as to the very foundations on which the Society 
is built, should occupy simultaneously the l wo 
highest official positions in the Society? Is it not 
likely, nay inevitable, that constant friction and 
difference of opinion on vital and fundamental 
subjects would result, causing unpleasantness to 
both and possible delay in necessary action, a 
state of affairs most inimical to the welfare of any 
Society, particularly to ours. In politics it is not 
usual fer a Premier to retain in his cabinet a 
lllinister who publicly proclaims political opinions 
differing in tolo from those of his chief. It is 
obviolls that it large majority of the Society, as 
they have shown by their vote, approve of the 
views and policy of the President. i\Ir. Sin nett's 
speech at the Convention, his article" Vicissitndes 
of Theosophy," came as a shock anu an olltrage to 
many whu heard one and have read the other. 
Besides, Mr. Sinuett seems to have entirelyover­
looked the point that his books, The OCClllt World, 
and Iucidents in tile LiJe oJ 11l1llC. Blavatsky, certainly 
form the foundation of much that he now tentls 
" the mytholugy of tlIe Theosophical Movement." 
If space perlllitted I conld quote passage after 
passage from those books showing that the views 
their author held were quite the opposite of those 
he holds now. 

1 urge that those who see 1\Illle. Blavatsky as 
the late President-Founder, with his intimate 
knowledge of her faults and failings, certainly did, 
as a chosenlllessenger of lIigh spirilual intelligences, 
shonld sllpport J\Irs. J3es<lnt in her action in this 
lllatter. 

\Vhile admitting to the full the great services 
fllr. Sinnett has rendered to the Theosophical 
Society, it is illlpossible to forget ill t1lis connection, 
a~ the past history of tlIe lllovement shows, that 
he has never been an easy person to work with. 
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Vcry carly ill tbe movelllent, as he himself relates 
ill llle Oalllt World (p. 8l), eighth e(l.) , he was 
anxious to supc;rsede the Founders in their work, 
tile suggestion being negati \"eJ by the Master, 
who wrolc on that occJ.sion the now celebrated 
phrase: "Ingratitude is not J.mong our vices." 

Colonel Olcott bad to interfere to arrange diffi­
culties that arose in the London Lodge bclween 
i\[r. Sin:1ett and Dr. Anna Kingsfonl, resulting in 
the latter withdrawing from the Lodge and form­
ing the Hermetic Society. \\'hen 1\I111e. Dlavatsky 
settled in Lansdowne Road diHerences of opinion 
between her and 1\Ir. Sinnett culminated in the 
fOllnding of the Blavatsky Lodge, mainly in con se" 
quence of l'vlr. Sinnett's, then as now, wish to 
conilne membership of the Theosophical Society 
to people of a good social position. As a result of 
this rather inconsistent narrowing in practice of 
the theory embodied in the first object of the 
Theosophical Society, Mr. Sin nett has always 
beld himself rather aloof from the general trend of 
the lllovement, as London workers will know. 

1\Ir. Tholllas seems to consider the President is 
to be only an ornamental flgure-head, as he is of 
opinion that a President should "not identify 
her~clf with any particubr line of policy" nor 
"illterfere with purely Sectional l1lallers." 

The Society is a whole composed of many parts. 
H tlw President is not to interfere in allY matters 
cOllcerning the parts, tbe Sections, nor adopt any 
particular policy concernillg the whole, the post 
bccomes a siuecure in work as it is already in 
el1loluments. Colonel Olcott certainly did not so 
interpret his responsibilities and his duties to the 
Society. 

:\Iay I further suggest to tIro Thomas that in 
his COlllments on 1\Irs. Sharpe's resignation it is 
bardly fair to Entirely ignore as he does the second 
reason she gives for her action, the fact of her 
"f1nding berself at yariance with almost every 
member of the newly~elected Executive on ~1l1 
important point touching the President." Mrs. 
Sharpe has followed political procedure in her 
action and I shoulJ bave thought that as Mr. 
TllOllJas is himself a member of the Executive, 
this reason for her act ion would ha ve hardly 
escaped his memory, though I a111 aware the 
llwlllory of the Executive is not its strong point. 
1 sincerely hope with i\Ir. Tholllas that lllembers 
will" Ex their allention 011 the principles involved 
ill this matter" and add that I hope they will not 
O\"crlook tbe principles of fair play and justice. 
These principles demand, I consider, in view of 
the fact that ]VIrs. Sharpe was elected by flfty~six 
votes representing hundreds of members, a full 
explanation of her second reason for resignation. 
A retiring i'lIember of Parliament accounts~and 
is expected to~for his resignation to his con­
stituents, a procedure that should be adopted with 
us. The Executive Council of the British 
Section is an elective and represen ta ti ve body, 
allll as sllch should render an account of its actions 
to its electors. At present ils proceedings are 
veiled in complete secrecy, all that wc Imow of 
its doings is contained in its mea~re annual report. 
Is it not possible, as silllilar lloJies belonging to 

other Societies do, to publish the agenda of each 
Jlleeting of the Executive and the business trans­
acted, 1110nthly in TilE VAIIAN? As the Secretary 
of the Section invites suggestions as to rules, elc., 
I submit this proposal. 

I quite agree with Mrs. Sharpe (and I know 
many others who were present at the meeting do 
so also) on the striking lack of good feeling, fair 
play aIllI ordinary courtesy shown to the President 
at tbe business meeting. I hope Mr. Dunn's 
much needed protest may produce some result, 
and that he and others will follow it up with action 

ELlSABETl-I SEVERS. 

May I cbim space and point out one or two 
facts in connection with the correspondence re the 
Vice-Presidency appearing in the September issue 
of THE VAIIAN? I will be as brief as possible. 

It is probable that Jllany people reading the 
correspondence a\ludeJ to will not have seen J\Ir. 
Siunett's article, "Tbe Vicissitudes of Theosophy," 
as it was only very partially circulated, and many 
others III ay not hClve it to hand Clt tire time of 
reading the letters. To such it will be impossible 
fully to appreciate the unfairness of ~vIr. Sinnell's 
attempt to make it appear tbat tire point at isslle 
is the acceptallce or 1I01t-accc}tallCf uy him of the 
1II1lllifesIMiollS of the il1asters at Adyll/,. For the 
benellt of the uninformed I will briei1y summarise 
the facts. 

(a) Col. Olcot[ before his death states that the 
Masters known to 1\1r. Sinnett as well as to him­
self have appeared to bim and have nominated or 
appointed l\Irs. Besant as his successor to the 
Presidential Oflice. 

(b) Two witnesses confirm this statement: !\Irs. 
Besant also confi.rms the fact of the nomination. 

(c) Mr, Sinnett at once declares his belief that 
all four Clre the victims of hallucination. 

(d) Mrs. Desant, fully a ware, as shoe herself 
states, of Mr. Sinnett's attitude on this point, still 
asks him to accept the oHlce of Vice-President. 

(c) He does so. 
(f) Mr. Sinnelt, immediately upon acceptin" 

oflice, publishes an article containing views entircl~ 
subversive of those for which he has hitherto been 
responsible, aml alrccting the presentmcnt of the 
origin, scope and ultimate aims of the Theosophical 
Sociely which has hitherto been put forwarJ by 
himself and the other prominent speakers and 
writers of the lllovement. 

(g) On reading the article referred to, T\Irs. Besant 
writes to Mr. Sinnett pointing out the impossibility 
of his continuing to co-operate with her in an 
o~cial position while holding views so widely 
dIfferent from her own on such fundamental 
questions. 

(it) Mr. Sinnctt, ignoring r,Irs. Besant's clearly 
stated reasons for her action, replies with the 
grossly unfair illlPutation that she is asking him 
to resign ofllce on account of a difference of opinion 
which she l(l]c\V lo exist when she appointed him. 

\Vith no little skill and with considerable dis­
regard of the la \Vs of fair fight, 1\1r. Sinnett holds 
!'vIrs. Dcsant up to the public as an autocrat who 
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will not tolerate the slightest divergence of opinion 
from her own. Even were this a true picture, 
Mrs. Uesant's position would scarcely differ from 
that of a Minister when choosing his Cabinet; but 
the assumption that the Adyar manifestations are 
the point at issne is entirely unwarrantable, as 
must be seen by any open-minded critic. 

The real (pJestion is one which no mem her of the 
Theosophical Society can afford to ignore; it will 
force itself upon each individual sooner or later, 
and according to the decision arrived at by the 
majority must be the future of the movement. 
Stated briefly it would seem to he this: 

(a) \Vas the Theosophical Society the child of 
Divine Parentage; born of \Visdom and Foresight, 
cradled and nursed by Those who know its purpose 
and the part it is destined to play in the future of 
a l\.ace yet to come? Or was it, to quote Mr. 
Sinnett, "A little Society," . having 
" no very clear idea concerning its OWll purpose," 
and ahout which it is "Mythology" to helieve 
"that the seed was sown in the beginning with 
conscious foresight." Or again, "ny lllany the 
impression has certainly been derived (1\Ir. Sinnett 
goes on to say errollcollsly derived) to the effect that 
this mighty wave of regenerating thonght is the 
product of clearly designed specifIc action in the 
first instance by those spoken of in 
theosophical writings as the great Masters of 
\Visdom." 

(b) \Vas H. P. Hlavatsky the servant of those 
Masters of \ Visdom, co-operating consciously with 
them? Or was she, to (plOte Mr. Sinnett again, 
" a wonder-working magician" ? -

(1 have not space here to deal with 1\1r. Sil111ett's 
further insinuations as to 1\Ta<lame Blavatsky's 
veracity!) 

Mrs. Besant's reply to point (a) has been stated 
too often, both in speaking and in writing, for it to 
be necessary for me to deal wilh it here: her reply 
to point (b) will shortly appear in paIl1phlet form, 
and will be accessible to all those who care to 
inform themselves on the subject. The divergence 
between the views of the ex-Vice-President and 
the President on both heads could scarcely be 
more wide, and ml1st lead all thoughtful people, 
as it has led Mrs. Besant herself, to ask, " Can two 
walk together except they be agreell?" [s it 
surprising when the two in question are officials 
of a Society, and the points of disagreement are 
fundamentals vital to the life of that Society, 
that the answer should be in the neg'ltive? 
" Mythology" may be instructive as literature. 
It does not inspire the enthusiasm of a great living 
movement, aflame with the Divine fire, instinct 
with the life that sustains and guides the \Vorlds. 

E. M. GREEN. 

The letters from 1\1r. Sinnett, published in your 
last issue, and Dr. \Vells' comments upon the 
situation, are so unfair, and so astonishingly 
discourteous to the President of our Society, that 
I feel compelled, for the first time in my thirteen 
years of membership, to offer a protest in THE 

V1HAN. Mr. Sinnett assumes, I notice, that his 

letter is to be the final word in the matter, but he 
forgets that by the publication of this corre­
spondei1ce in TIlE VAllAN his attitude is brought 
hefore the memhers of the British Section for 
discussion and criticism. The only clue to Mr. 
Sinnett's preseEt attitude that I have been able 
to find is given ill a letter to him, from a Master, 
published in the Occult rVorld, p. IO+; which 
shows how different was the view of the purpose 
of the Theosophical Society, held by him in those 
clays, (rom the view of its real Founders, and of 
Their servants on the physical plane. Part of the 
letter runs thus: "You have ever discussed, but 
to put down, the idea of a Universal Brotherhood, 
questioned its usefulness, and advisecl to rel1lodel 
the Theosophical Society on the principle of a 
college for the special study of occultism." 
J le was rebuked for the suggestion of establishing 
an independent Anglo-lndian Uranch of the 
Theosophical Society to be founded "through 
your kind services, in the management of which 
neither of our present represelltatives" [italics 
mine] "shall have allY voice"; and he was 
distinctly toll] that the contemplated Branch, " if 
formed at all, 111115t be in fact a branch 
of the parent Body, as is the British Theosophical 
Society at London." 

l\nd yet to-day the thousands of members be­
longing to the original Body are told by Mr. 
Sinndt that the JVIasters' teaching has not come 
cbielly tbrongh that organisation, but "in the 
main has been given to the world through me." 

Those who knew 1\Ir. Sinnctt's later work in 
the Society, and saw him accept the office of 
Vice-President [ram Col. Olcott, may not un­
reasollably have supposed that, since the early 
clays, he hacl brought his views more into line 
with those of his colleagues: but it appears that 
this was not the case. 

I <la not wish to dwell upon what seem to me 
to he the egotism and discourtesy of Mf. Sinnetl's 
letters, further than to say with regard to the 
latter, that by his insinuations he is hurting not so 
much our President (from whom such things, fll1d­
ing no response, rebound upon their sender), but 
the hundreds of members who love and admire 
her, and who ha vc kept silence for many months 
whilst seeing, with bursting hearts, the treatment 
that has been accorded her by too many of those 
who should havc been amongst her closest co­
workcrs. 

But one word 1 must say regarding tbe 1I11fllimcss 
of both Mr. Sin nett's and Dr, vVells' allegations as 
to the reasons why the former was asked to resign. 
This, Mr. Sinnett writes to Mrs. Besant, is because 
of" my dissent from your theory of recent events," 
and both he and ])r. \Vells assign his disbelief in 
tbe Adyar manifestations as the President's motive 
in asking him to resign. Now this is an obviolls 
llIis-statelllent of facts; for, as 1\Ir. Sinnett himself 
says, the President knew already at the Convention 
that "1 did not accept your view of the Adyar 
manifestations." Yet in spitc of this Mrs. Besant 
invited him to remain in his post, trying, as she 
ever tries to the last moment, to work with one 
who thinks differently from herself. But how was 



THE V AHAN. 33 

ber tolerance met? First by a disloyal speech at 
Convention, when the President, being in the 
Chair, felt the right of reply to be taken from her; 
and later by a pamphlet, in which the claims 
J\1r. Sinnett makes are so preposterous as to be 
ludicrous, were it not that one could shed tears of 
regret that sllch statements should come from the 
pen of sa old a worker. 

As one of the comparatively few, to whom the 
hte Vice-President was something more than the 
author of Esoteric Buddlzism and other books, I 
regret vcry deeply his intention to dissociate him­
self from the work of what I believe is to be a new 
life-cycle in our movement. But standing at the 
dawn of a new day it is perhaps well that we 
should take stock of our position, and deliberately 
turn our back upon a certain hide-bound tradition 
that has, in various directions been attempting to 
shackle us for some years past. 

Let us recognise that as a body wc are long out 
of swaddling-clothes and have come to man's 
estate; and that we mnst take npon oursel ves the 
burdens and responsibilities of our Society, and, in 
a broad and tolerant spirit, mark out for ourselves 
the course wc intend to [ollow; rejoicing that we 
have as our Leader one whom we may trust per­
fectly, knowing that she will never arrogate to 
herself the glory of any work dOl;e, but will guide 
us as long as we allow oursel ves to be so gllidecl 
in the paths indicated by the Masters of \Visdo!ll, 
and trodden by Their servants H. P. B. and Col. 
Olcott, to the fulfilment of our high destiny as a 
nucleus of the Universal Brotherhood of Man. 

ETIlEL M. MALLET. 

I think every fair minded member of the Theo­
sophical Society should resent Mrs. Besant's action 
with regard to Mr. Sinnett. He is to my mind 
one of the most useful members of tbe Society, 
for his work has been steady and restrained, 
with no self-advertising of any kind, and to ask 
him to continue to be Vice-President of the 
Society, for which he has done SLlch useful work, 
and then to request his resignation because his 
views differed from hers, is an action that should 
not be allowed to pass without at least a protest 
from all those who adll1ire and appreciate Mr. 
Sinnett's work. In Mrs. Besant's first address 
as President (at Convention) she said she should 
welcome heterodox views, and yet her first action 
after those remarks was lo request Mr. Sinnetl's 
resignation because his views were" heterodox" ! 

The Theosophical Society seems to be fast sink­
ing into a sect, with an Autocratic Pope and two 
Dogmas: I st. Thou shall not criticise or differ 
froll1 H. P. Blavatsky's views in any way. 2nd. 
It is disloyal to question anything Mrs. Desant 
says or does. 

I t is (luite news to me that any official of the 
Theosophical Society was obliged to agree with 
the views of H. P. B. or Mrs. Besant. If 
the Theosophical Society had been the Society 
of Jesus I could have understood Mrs. Besant's 
actions; but in that case M r. Sin nett and a great 
many more of us would not be in it. \ Ve circulate 

literature all over the world informing the public 
that we have no creeds or dogmas, etc., and yet 
we are continually being pulled up if we dare to 
express any opinion contrary to H. P. B. or 
1\,1 rs. Besant. If the Theosophical Society is to 
degenerate into this sort of thing let it at least be 
honest and re-organise its constitution so that those 
who really determine to think for themselves and 
believe what they like may not be caught in its 
trap. \Vhat attracted me to the Society was not 
H. P. D., or Mrs. Besant, but the feeling of 
space it gaye me, that I could think and believe 
as I liked, without being continnally told I was 
going to perdition. 

I have belonged to various societies for years, 
but with the exception of the Theosophical Society 
I have never heard one word ctlJOut loyalty to the 
Presidents of the different societies; the Theo­
sophical Society has the privilege of creating that 
precedent. Om Lodges are certainly not con­
ducted all those lines; I have been an official in 
lily own Lodge nearly as long as I have been a 
member, and sOllletimes I and the President had 
very little in common except that we were memo 
bers of the same society, he working in his way 
and I in mine, but fre(luently differing entirely 
and fumbmentally. 

In my opinion all this trouble comes from trying 
to conduct a \Vestern Society on Eastern lines. 
It is Guru and Chela; the Teacher holds forth and 
the Chela ahsorbs. This method is utterly 
opposed to \l\Testern ideas; we \Vesterns listen, 
and accept or reject as we think fit. This I under­
stood to be the attitude of the Theosophical 
Society or I should never for one moment have 
thought of joining. This I also maintain is 
according to its constitution. 

ELlZABETII BARKER. 

\Vhat a curious topsy-turvy thing has this 
Society of ours become; what a strange glamour 
appears to have fallen upon some of our most 
earnest and devoted workers; what an inexplicable 
confusion of ideas and issues is presented in recent 
pronouncements. 

Only last March 1\Irs. Besant published an 
article on "The Basis of the Theosophical Society," 
in which she outdid all previous records in her 
declaration of the necessity for freedom within the 
Society; not merely of thought and speech, but 
also of conduct. She declared emphatically that 
the basis of the Society was Universal Brother­
bood, and tbat the only (lualiflcation for member­
ship was" the desire to help, evidenced by work 
which does help others towards the realisation of 
Brotherhood." Among other things she there 
tolel us that, " H. P. B. warned us that the great 
danger of the Society lay in its becoming a sect. 
Above all other things, therefore, should we guard 
liberty of thought and speech, and, most zealollsly 
of all, when the thought and speech are antagonistic 
to Ollr own." 

Y et one of her first acts as President is to reject 
as unfit for the office of Vice-President onc of the 
olde~t and most devoted workers in the Society, 
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on the gronnd that his expression of opinion as to 
the origin ancl nature of the Soc:iety is raclic;llly 
cliCferent frolll that which she herself holds. 

It is perfectly clear, therefore, either that her 
former prollollllcement means nothing, and that 
she does not intend to abide by it; or else that 
although there may he only one qlJalific<1.tion for 
lIlcJllbership in the Sodety, it is necessary th<1.t 
cert;1.in o(flc'inls shonlcl hold specific views, which 
must Inr1110nise with her own. At all events it 
appe:us perfectly clear tint the Vice-President 
must not differ with her, but mllst be orthodox (/ In 
Desant. \Vlut gL1arantee, h'lwever, is there that 
this shall not also apply, later on, to other or all 
officials? 

At the recent Convention :\Trs. Besant made a 
further strong appeal for freedom of spexh and 
opinion; chiming at the same time, in l11'lst 
impassioned hngllage, her own right to assert her 
knowledge of and connection with the Masters. 
That claim was, hcwrever, quite unnecess:ny, for 
the simple reason that no on; ever clenie I her this 
ri,!.(ht. \Vllat they Inve denied her is quite <1. 
different thing: it is the 1'i~ht to impose her oPiJliolls 
ar Slf/'f,?scd arJcrs (rom the Jlfastcr upon the Society ill 
o(flcinl J!lIItiers. \Ve have hZld one Jl1llge C1.se; we 
do not want another. 

Strangelyenongh those who have t:1ken npon 
themselves to (lefend, or uphold, or snpport Mrs. 
Des:l11t (whichever may be the right word) have 
not merely confnsecl this issue, Illlt also another 
one. They accuse those who doubt or deny the 
genuineness of the "Adyar nnnifestations," of 
doubting also :'1rs. Bes1.nt's veracity. Yet the two 
things arc clearly qllite distinct. To say that you 
think a person has been deceived is not to doubt 
their veracity. They may be-and I believe we 
all credit J\Irs. Besant with being so-quitetrnthful 
in saying what they thought they had seen or 
experienced. So far as I am aware, no one in the 
Society has accused lV1rs. Besant, either directly 
or indirectly, of untruthfulness. 

I am by no means in agreement with all that 
Mr. Sinnett says in his article on the" Vicissi­
tudes of Theosophy"; nevertheless I certainly 
think we owe him a debt of gratitude for pllhlish­
ing it, if only that it now r::tises an issue which is 
more defll1ite even than that of the "Adyar 
mani festatiol1s." 

The defl11ite issue is simply tbis: llmst certain 
officials in the Society be pledged to ccrhin 
artitod(lx views-::ts propounded by the President­
must they hold to a certain tradition as to the 
origin, inception, and guidance of the Society; or 
shall they be as free as private members have 
been declared to be, to hold their own opinions? 
It is evident that if 1\1rs. Besant cannot work 
with 1\1r. Sinnett becanse he does not hold her 
views, neither can she work with other officials, 
for the same reason. In time, therefore, all who 
differ from her will be squeezed out, and the 
Society \vill in fact have become a sect, holding 
certain specific traditiolls, if not doctrines. It is 
only one step from the imposition of beliefs on the 
officials of the Society, to the imposition of the 
same beliefs on the members at large, so that 

ultimately those who do lIot hold to those opinions 
will find thems,.:;lves so 111uch out of their clement 
and legitimate sphere of action as to be compelled 
to resign. 

Mr. Sinnett cOlllc! be Vice-President with Col. 
Olcott; why cannot he be so also with Mrs. 
Besant ? 

There is only one thing which C1n keep the 
Society on its true eclectic Insis, and that is the 
continued recognition by every member that 
Theosophy belongs to nil ages, and has been taught 
by !luny teachers and in many forms. 

And here I must join issue with ;odr. Sinnett 
when he S<1.ys that" The 1\Iasters' teaching is the 
basis of the Society"; if by " Masters" he meClns 
the two supposed to be specially connectel1 with 
the Founders, or with himself. If, howe\'er, he 
means by "Masters" those who have heen the 
custodians and teachers of the Divine \Visdom ill 
all ages, then I am at one with him. 

The basis of the S')ciety, as I nnclerst<1.nd it, is 
the het of the existence" throughollt the endkss 
cycles npOI1 cycles of the past" of Theosophy 
(vide Kcy 10 Theosopll)', p. 30+). As individ;lais 
we are trying to learn what this Di\·ine \\'isdol11 
is; as individnals, and also collectively as a Society, 
we arc trying to demonstrate its existence to tbe 
world, <1.n(l to mirror it forth in our o".vn lives. 

I have heard H. 1'. 13. say: You are hound 
to believe in lllns/crs, but you are not bound to 
believe in my 1\Iasters." \Ve arc bound to belie\"e 
in Masters, because without them, without those 
who have this Divine \Visd0111 and knowledge, 
Theosophy itself, in any form, is meaningless 

- ancl inexplicable. But we certainly are not bound 
1:1> to believe in H. P. B.'s, or A. 13.'s, or A. P. S.'s, 

or anyone else's individual l\'1asters; nor can these, 
or their snpposed teaching, be ill1p:Jsed upon the 
Society by any individual, President or otherwise, 
as anthontative and infallible; or as connected 
with any reputed or specific phenomena. 

\V. KI:\GSLA~D. 

I feel compelled to break a silence which I had 
hoped to maintain during all this miserable crisis 
throngh which the Theosophical Society is passing. 
Now the time Ins come yvhen not only common 
gratitude towards olle who has taught me so much 
but righteous indignation at the indignity put 
upon a valued and deeply esteemcd fricnd forces 
me to express my disgust and contempt at l\Trs. 
Besant's arrogant heha\'iuur. I cordially join 
hands with Dr. \\Tells and re-echo 8\'ery word he 
says in defence of onr mutual helper and comrade. 
I ZlI11 one of the very few old memhers left in the 
Theosophical Society; I joined H. P. 13. in the 
year 188+, and ne\'er till now have I felt tempted 
to resign my membership. Vp till now it has 
never seemed to me to matter a straw what Mrs. 
Desant did; her rather pathetic hids for temporal 
power only seemed to me to make her the more 
human. Greater souls than Annie Besant hm'e 
amused themselves hy playing with such brittle 
toys, but when she takes to such high-handed and 
reprehencible measures as to publicly affron t the 
man to whom she literally owes her.first teachings, 
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then surely it is time to utter r. word or two of 
protest. 11. P. B. n]wnys acknowledged freely 
nnd honestly to me that 1\Ir. Sillnetl had been the 
first to give to the world the teachings of the 
Masters. She had her tiffs with hilll, but she 
loved him because he stood up to her. The wny 
to win H. P. D.'s despisal was to make an idol of 
her; J can very clearly remember the night when 
1\Irs. Besant, accompanied by Herbert 1:llrrows, 
first came to Lansdowne Eoad. In the morning 
H. P. B. told me they were coming and asked me 
to return again in the evening. After they were 
gone I asked H. P. E. how she thought Mrs. 
Besant would imbibe the esoteric side of Theosophy 
and her reply was: "She will bring a trained mind 
to bear upon Percy Sinnett's book." I, who 
knew H. P. B. so well, so intimately, know \vhat 
she would have thought of this miserable business. 
One good result may emerge out of this latest 
scandal: !\Irs. Besant's action may sene to show 
her blind worshippers that her feet arc still made 
of clay. So humnn is she still that she has given 
us the very finest possible demonstration of her 
inability to bear power. For this perhaps onc 
ought not to blame her, but it seems to me that 
the time lws now come for us old original members 
to band ourselves together and retire out of the 
dust stirred up by those younger forces who possi­
bly hnve not had either the time or experience for 
developing peace and toleration. Surely it would 
be better to let them fIght their own exoteric 
bnttles and leave us to our old esoteric peace. vVe 
old Theosophists are far too busily absorbed in the 
things that really matter to be troubled by those 
surface storms. 

I have reason to know that the way has been 
cleared for !\Ir. Sinnett's leadership, and it only 
remains for the old and tried members of the 
Theosophical Society to take advnntage of this 
fact. The more dignified course would be for the 
original followers and friends of H. P. 13. to retire 
from the conflict. Permit 11rs. Desant to assume 
whatever powers she thinks fit-what can it matter 
to us who ha ve pClssed the stage of glamour through 
temporalities? Let the old and experienced mem­
bers give place to those who no doubt have still 
their lesson to learn and are unahle to stand alone. 
I ha ve alw:tys beld that [or such l\T rs. Desant is 
the best possible leader. Slte will teach her 
followers to serve, and thus in time they will 
arrive at that stage in their cvolntion when they 
will volun ta ri I y transfer t ha t service frolll the 
physical and personal plane to the spiritual ancl 
universal. VIOLET TWEEJ)/ILE. 

,Yhile otherwise heartily sympathising with 
1\Irs. Besnnt and her present position, I am sur­
prised to see her acting at the present juncture in 
apparently complete independence and ignorance 
of the Eules of the Society. According to 
these, on the election of Mrs. Besant to the 
Presidentship, 11r. Sinnett's term of office as Vice­
President expired. His re-election could only 
take place (r) on the ilOlllillatioll by 1\1rs. llesant, 
and (2) the subsequent cOJlfirJllatioJl of such lIolllil/ation 
by tlte Gel/erlll C(llll/ci!. Neither of these steps was 

taken; but Mrs. Desant, quite independently of 
the Council and ignoring the PIles go\'erning her 
own action under such circumstances, procee'ls 
single-handed to "nppoint" 1\1r. Sinnett to the 
Vice-Presic1entship. lIaving done this and dis­
covering reasons why he could never work side hy 
side with her in such an official position, she 
proceeds, ngain in contrn\'ention of the rule, z!i?, 
that relating to the rell10vnl of officials from the 
Society, to ask Mr. Sinnett to resign his post, 
although admitting that he l1:\s not yet formally 
accepted it ! 

I submit to Mrs. Besant and my fellow-members 
that the whoJe of this procedure on her part is out 
of order, nnd I also suhmit that some explanation 
of it should be forthcoming from Mrs. Besnnt. 

,V. C. ,VORSDELL. 

At a meeting held on Tuesdny, September lOth, 
the Committee of the Southampton Lodge passed 
the following resolution: 

"That, in view of the opinions expressed by 
;VIr. Sinnett as to the founding of the Theosophical 
Society, as to its purpose, and as to the charader 
of onc of its founders, the Southampton Lodge 
fully concurs in the view of the President of the 
Theosophical Society that he can no longer suitably 
hold the office of Vice-President." S. H. O. 

I am much grieved nt the unfortunate circum­
stances which have threatened the harmony of the 
Society: and as onc who has formed an opinion of 
the two leaders concerned, from their lectures '1-nd 
writings, without coming under the personal intlu­
ence of either (not being personally acquainted 
with either), my views may be of interest to other 
members. 

I am not of those who think one or other of them 
must be wrong because they do not think alike: 
th eir earnestness and love for the cause no doubt 
prompts them to an earnest maintenance of their 
respective points of view. 

Mr. Sinnett has laboured long in the cause; the 
Society is greatly indebted to him for his valuahle 
contributions. I personally feel that I owe him a 
debt of gratitude that I lllay perhaps never be ahle 
to repny. 

And no doubt he is right in thinking that the 
organisation of the Society nrgently needs revising 
and improving. 

But is it opportune to hring forwnrd at this time 
difrerences of opinion with the newly-elected 
President, who just now llluSt be greatly burdelled 
WIth her new responsibilities? 

,Ve owe her our entire loynlty and support as 
our chosen leader-more than that, I would say 
that in my opinion her qualities of head and heart 
place her first among us, and fIt her in a pre-eminent 
manner for the leadership. 

I respect her the more that she asserts her 
leadership. 

As I judge her character and abilities I would 
predict that she will (health and life permitting) 
place the Theosophical Society in a few yenrs far 
ahead of anything it bas known in the past. 

CJIAS. L. BURnICK. 
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MRS. SHARP".'S RESIGNATION. 

As Mrs. Slwrpe's election to the Execlltive 
Committee of the British Section was sllpported 
by the Bath Lodge, and as she polled fifty-six 
votes representing some hundreds of members, the 
Committee of the Bath Lodge call on tile [~xecu­
tive Committee of the British Section to isslle a 
full report of the proceedings which led to her 
resignation. 

1\1. K. SWEET, 
If Oil. Secrciary, Bath Lodge. 

]\1R. DUNN's PROTEST. 

As one of the Council of the Northern Federa­
tion to whom Mr. Dlllll1 refers, kindly allow me a 
small space in reply to his letter. 

I regret that he has I1lade some rather vague 
charges that I \-enture to say he would have con­
sideralJle diffi.culty in substantiating; speaking for 
myself I did not quake with terror, as he suggestc, 
neither did I ohserve any signs of panic among the 
other delegates. 

Neither was it Lt question of tl](; Council treating 
any new line of activity, the said Lodge Illay have 
contemplated taking up, with" ignoble suspicion," 
or in any way atlelllpting to act the part of Paul 
Pry. 

It was entirely on constitutiunal gruuuds that 
the application of Mr. DUl1n's Lodge was opposed, 
and the Northern Federation was, it seellls to !lW, 

quite within its rights ill refusing it. 
I think no member of the Council would, for a 

moment, questicn tl18 right of members to co­
operate in order to carry out any special line of 
activity they may think desirable; that is a very 
different thing to forming a Lodge on the lines of 
the Lodge in question. 

This Lodge has two, possihly three, resid~nt 
members, the other members living in varions 
parts of the country as far as 200 miles distant, 
some being members of other Lodges, and one being 
still a centre of om in a distanllown. Tt is termed 
a " Correspondence Lodge." 

It appears to me that the constitution of a 
Lodge on tbese lines is somewhat irregular, and I 
would ask if it is necessary that a Lodge must he 
formed to enahle a group of members to open up 
correspondence? 

If it is permissible to form a LoJge in the way 
Mr. DUl1n's Lodge is formed, where is it to cnd? 
\hlhat is to prevent allY member from getting six 
other members, living in all quarters of the British 
Section, distance no ohject, to join him in forllling 
a "Correspondence Lodge" - having all the 
rights and privileges of being represented by the 
President of the said Lodge at the annual 
Convention? 

There are many ways in which such Lodges 
wonld adversely afrect the organisation of tbe 
Society, and I am quite in accord with Mr. Dllnn 
when he says" that it is high time the l~xecllti\'e 
Committee of the British Section were aware of 
(he perils within its area," and as two of that body 
were delegates to the recent Northern Federation 

they will have the opportunity of giving them 
timely warning. 

I venture to suggest that had Mr. Dunn fully ex­
plained the nature of his Lodge when applying for 
a Charter, the Council of the Northern Federation 
might have 1>een spared an unpleasant duty. 

C. N. GOODE. 

In respect of the paragraph relating to Theo. 
sophical activities in E. J. DLll1l1'S letter marked 
"A Protest," I should like to say how entirely it 
expresses what I have thought for some time­
that the activities of the Society were too limited 
in scope. For instance, might there not be formed 
\Vi th ad van tage small communi ties of members, 
sYll1pathetic in aims and tastes, who would live 
together in harmonious surroundings, free to adopt 
an improved mode of life (somewhat on Pytha­
gorean lines) and to develope the higher faculties? 
This might possibly lead to a more perfect de­
velopment than has yet heen attained in modern 
Limes. 

R. J.I. SMITH. 

TilE CO:VI~IlTTEE ON RULES. 

At a special Meeting of the Committee of the 
Bath Lodge Miss Green (Southampton) and Miss 
K. Douglas-Fox (Bath) were nominated to serve 
on the Co-op. Committee of the Executive. The 
CommitteRS of thp. Southampton and Plymouth 
Lodges support these nOlllinations. 

1\1. K. SWEET, 
I-lOl/. ,Secretary, Bath. 

The above notice has been sent for publication 
in TIlE VKIIAN, and I print it for the information of 
members, without, however, understanding hoVl 
such "nominations" can be made by a Lodge 
Committee. KATE SPINK, 

General Secretary. 

ASTROLOGY. 

Being desirous to form a class for the study of 
Astrology in all its branches, I shall be pleased if 
any member of the Theosophical Society will 
communicate with me at the address below to 
arrange further details. There will be no fees. 

8, Inverness Place, 
llayswatcr, 'vV. 

ARTHUR SLIm. 

The subscription to TilE VAHAN for those who 
are not mp.l11bers of the British Section of the 
Theosophical Society is 2S. 6d. per annum, post 
free. Single copies, 311. each, may be obtained from 
the Theosophical Pllblishing Society, 161, New 
nond Street, \V., to whom subscriptions should 
also lJe sent. No back numbers can be supplied. 

All COJlllllllllicatiollS Jor lite Jo/lowill{J isslIe must be ill 
the llilllds of tlie Editor by the 20th of the month at 
latest. Secretaries of Branches are particularly requested 
to llOt c tltis. 

Printed by the WOMEN'S PRINTING :;lOCIETY. LIMITED, G6 and G8, \Vhilcomb Street, W.c" 
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EXECUTIVE ORDER. 

In ] nne, 1895, the late President-Founder felt 
himself obliged, during the difficulties caused by 
tbe secession from the Theosophical Society of the 
majority of the Branches of the American Sec­
tion, to cancel all charters and diplomas held by 
those who accepted as valid the Act of Secession, 
and to subsequently refuse admission to the Theo­
sophical Society to all who were members of 
societies that grew out of that Secession. The 
freedom of members of the Theosophical Society 
to become members of any other societies was 
thus, for a time, restricted. The difficulties re­
ferred to have long since passed away and mem­
bers are entitled to again enjoy full liberty to join 
or to remain in any Associations to which they 
may wish to belong. l\Iembership in any other 
Association hereby ceases to be a barrier to 
Illc1lllwrshifJ 111 the Theosophical Society. 

ANNlE BESANT, 

Presidellt of the Theosophical .')'ocicty. 

Chicago, D.S.,\. 
Sl'ftC1II1I(J' I7tft , I90 7· 

THE OCTOBER FUND. 

\Vill you kindly allow nle through your columns 
to thal,k the friends of the British Section who 
ba\'e contribllted to the birthday present so gener­
ollsly devised and carried out. The dear friends 
who proposed it kept the matter so private tbat I 
did not hear of it, beyond a rumour that some 
birthday gift would be made, and I was mllch 
snrprised when I received on my birthday a tele-

------ - - ---------... - ------ ------- -- ~ 

gram announcing it, and learned what had been 
gOll1g on. The love which prompted the scheme 
will help me in the work more than the money in 
which that love has taken form, and I alll very 
gra tefn!' 

Needless to say that I do not need money saye 
for the work. I do not yet know the total re­
ceived but it runs over [1,000. For the present, 
I give to the C.H.C. [200; C.H.C. Girls' School, 
[lOO; Adyar Library, [lOO; Bnddhist College, 
Colombo, [lOO; l\fusaells Girls' School, [lOO; 
Olcott Pariah Schools, [lOO; C.H.C. Library 
Building Fund, [lOO. For each of thefe I say to 
the generous helpers: Thank you. 

i\m";IE BESA:;!T, 

P1'esirient of the Theosophical Society. 

SECTIONAL RULES. 

Members and Branches ar,~ reminded of the 
notice in the August VAIL\N asliing thelll to send 
in their views on the amendment of the Eules for 
the consideration of the Committee. I trust that 
Branches will adopt the suggestion to set apart at 
least one meeting for the discussion of this subject. 
So far there has been no response frolll general 
ll1embers or Branches to the invitation, and it is 
to be hoped that interest in the matter has not 
been allowed to lapse. Suggested amendments 
should reach me not later than December Ist, and 
at least three copies should be sent, written on 
one side of the paper only. 

Since the last notice the following additional 
members J,ave been invited to act on the COIll­
mittee: l\Iiss E. M. Green, Dr. A. Eil1g, and 1\1r. 
A. P. Sinnett. 

KATE SI'INK, 

GeI!rral Secretary. 
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SUGGESTED CENTRAL GROUPS. 

At the la[e Convention various sug!.!;estiolls 
were ll];!de for the formation of Groups [0 carry 
out more systematically the ol)jecls of the Suciety. 
It was thought that in conuection with the various 
Lodges local Groups might be formed for the study 
of specific sllbjects or for practical work. These 
in turn might be connected up with Centra! 
Groups in London or elsewhere so that by joint 
effort some d'efinite work Illight be accomplished. 
The Executive Council will be glad to assist in 
the formation of such Central Groups, and invites 
Lodges and members to in [Ortll tile General Secre­
tary whether they have formed or desire to form 
local Groups for such purposes. Unattached or 
other members desiring to be directly connected 
with Central Groups are requested to send in 
their names, together with the subject or sub­
jects they wish to take up. Members who are 
specialists in any branch of work or study germane 
to the objects of the Society are cordially invited to 
co-opera te. 

ACTIVITIES. 

The Executive Committee. 

At its meeting on September 28th, the Executive 
Committee elected Mrs. Betts to act upon the 
Committee in place of Mrs. Sharpe. At the voting 
in the last Con\'ention 1\lrs. Betts was next upon 
the list to the members then elected. 

KATE SPINK, 

GClleral Secretary. 

Dissolution of a Branch. 

The Charter of the Broughton Lodge was re­
turned on October 14th, 1907, the members of the 
Lodge having decided to dissolve it. 

KATE SPINK, 

Geneml Secretary. 

New Centres. 

The Executive Committee, at its meeting on 
September 28th, authorised the insertion of the 
following Centres in the list: Eastbourne, Sec., 
Miss l{osemary Greene, 67, Royal Parade, East­
bourne; Southsea, Sec., S. H. Old, 64, Graharn 
I(oad, Southampton; U rl11ston, Sec., Mrs. J ones, 
I I, Gloucester [{oad, U rlllstoll, near Manchester. 

KATE SPINK, 

General Secretary. 

Donations to the General Fund. 

The following donations have been received to 
October 20th: J. B., 2S. 0d.; E. A. B., £8; F. Z., 
£2; 1<'.8., IOS. 3d.; F. G., £10; E. W., £5 Ss.; 
J(. 1"1 IOS, i M. S., £1; A. E. and E. J. P., 

[2 2S.; G. R. S. 1\[., [2 25.; A. Z., 55.; M. S., 
[I; C. 1\1., £10; E. M. '1'., 25. 6d. TotaL 
£42 rq5. 3d. 

Monday Afternoon Meetings. 

IVleetings will he held during the autumn and 
winter at 28, Albemarle Street, \V., on Mondays, 
from 3.30 to 4.30 p.m. 

The speakers during Novemher will be as 
follows: 

Nov. 4th. 
I I Ill. 

Mrs. Uooper, " 11eincarnation." 
Miss Edith Ward, "Signs of the 

Times." 
"ISth. The Rev. F. \V. Cohb, D.D., "The 

Creed of Life." 
,,25111. Arnold S. Banks, " Parsifal." 
These meeti ngs are for mem hers and their 

friends. 
A. L. E. H. 

Social Committee Debating Society. 

Meetings in November will take place at 28, 
Albemarle Street, at 3.15: On Friday, 8th, opener, 
Miss Legge, subject "That idealism has declined 
in modern life." On Friday, 22nd, opener, Mrs. 
Green, subject "That sex questions are permis­
sible in the modern novel." 

L. S. 

Mr. Mead's Lectures. 

In November and December Mr. G. R. S. Mead 
will deliver a course of six lectures, entitled" Two 
H.ituals from the Mysteries," on Tuesday after­
noons, at 5 o'clock, in the Lecture Room, 28, 
Albemarle Street, \V. The following will be the 
syllabus: 

Nov. 5th. 
" 12tft. 

" 19t1t . 

" 
26tll. 

Dec. 3rd . 

" 
IOtll. 

"The tTymn and Dance of Jesus." 
"A 11itual of Initiation from the 

Earliest Christian 1'1'1 ysteries." 
"The Religion of Mithra the Uncon­

querable. " 
"The Mithriac 1\Iysteries." 
"TIle only known and recently dis­

covered Mithriac Ritual." 
"The FI.ig~t of the Eagle or Apo­

theOSIS. 

Course Tickets, 75. 6d. each, may be ohtained 
from the Theosophical Publishing Society, 16r, 
New Bond Street, \V_, or at the door. Admission 
to each lecture, 25. 

Northern Federation. 

The next meeting (55th) of the Northern Fed­
eration of the Theosophical Society, '",ill be held 
at the Deansgate Hotel, Manchester, on November 
23r<1. 1\1 r. Percy Luud will preside and will 
lecture upon" Easter Island and the Lemurian 
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Giants"; the lecture will be illustrated with forty 
lantern slides. 

HODGSON SMITH, 
Hon. Secretary. 

IO, East Parade, Harrogate. 

Proposed Art Group, H. P. B. Lodge. 

It is proposed to form a group of artists within 
the H. P. B. Lodge, and we hope that students of 
all the arts will here find a better opportunity for 
studying and demonstrating the connection be· 
tween Art and Theosophy, than is offered else· 
where. VI,' e feel that the arts have descended into 
matter without illuminating it with spirit, and we 
therefore intend, if possible, to gather into one 
({roup the various artists in the Society. In this 
way it is hoped that a spiritual movement in Art 
may be set in motion. Whether such an Effort 
will prove successful must, of course, depend en· 
tirely on the ability and enthusiasm of those who 
respond-that is to say, on the quality of the art 
which the Theosophical Society is able to provide. 

A rough outline of the work which we propose 
to undertake may be obtained from Mr. Sidney 
Ransom, 8, Inverness Place, Bayswater, \V. 

We believe that Theosophy may find in the arts 
a valuable and almost untouched instrument for 
its future expression. We think that the artistic 
world would readily respond to the charm of this 
ancient wisdom if it were presented by artists, 
were invested with loveliness of form, were more 
clearly shown to be beautiful as well as scientific. 

Art is not in opposition to science, but each can 
snpplement the other: and no one who has felt 
Theosophy deeply, whether he be by nature more 
keenly artistic or scientific, is able to suppose 
any longer that either is without its value. Both 
are only lamps along the way, but while we are 
still in the darkness we need their light, nor can we 
see the path, as some would seem to think, by 
shattering our lamps. 

Art is an endeavour after perfect manifestation, 
and the artist is he who can create forllls of such 
transparency that beauty, which is born of the 
Spirit, can dwell therein. The search for beauty 
is the search for the ideal, and he who thirsts for 
beauty will never be (Iuite satisfied until he has 
found at last the very spring of all beauty, the 
innermost One. It is through the desire of 
beauty (moral, intellectual, and physical) that the 
Soul of Man has advanced from peak to peak. It 
is that desire which will lure him upward still, and 
it is the artists of the world who first win sight 
of the greater beauty to be. 

There is a mighty work to be accomplished by 
Theosophical artists, and it is hoped that by unit· 
ing themselves into a coherent group they may 
begin, however humbly, to rekindle in art that fire 
of the spirit which will eventually pervade the 
whole artistic world. 

C. D. 

North London Lodge. 

Mrs. Besant gctve on October 9th, at the' 
Northern Polytechnic, an illuminating exposition 
of "The Bearing of Theosophy on the Life of the· 
Workers," which was attentively followed by an 
audience of J ,000 people. 

The chairman, Mr. Herbert Burrows, directed 
special attention to the Syllabus of Lectures ar· 
ranged by the Lodge, which had been distributed 
among tbe audience, and the immediate result has 
been the receipt of numerous applications from all 
pi! rts of London for permission to attend the 
Course. 

The Secretary desires to express grateful thanks 
to those meIllbers of other Lodges who rendered 
assistance in various ways. 

H. T. 

Mrs. Besant at Brighton. 

Mrs. Desant's lecture at Brighton on October 
I 3tl~ was a conspictlol1S success, and a very large 
audience listened to her lecture on "Spiritual 
Life for 1Jen of the ·World." Mrs. Besant at· 
tended a meeting of the Brighton Lodge in the 
afternoon and ga ve an address, after which tea was 
provided. All the members and visitors were 
greatly pleased with the success of the President's 
visit. 

J. F. B. 

The West London Lodge. 

.The \Vest London Branch is devoting its 
w1l1ter's work to the study of Christianity and 
Theosophy, and is endeavouring to find competent 
Christian teachers to expound their views at some 
of the meetings. On November 15th, the Rev. 
A. L. Lilley will speak on " Christian Mysticism," 
and on November 29th the Rev. \V. Bradley will 
speak on "The Law of Sacrifice." The Lod"e 
cordially invites visitors. b 

H. W. 

Lecture List. 

Secretaries of Lodges and Cmtres are desired to see 
that notices for this list are swt regu1arly, to arrive not 
l~ter. titan. tlte 20th of tlte /IIollth. !lte accuracy of this 
ltst tS cnttrely depwdmt UPOIl their tllfvr/llatioll. 

Ar-:TWERP LODGE. Information from J. Claes­
sens, 300, Eue Provence (sud). 

BATH LODGE. 2, Argyle Street, all l'dondays, 
at 8 p.111: Nov. 4th, Members' meetin cy ; Nov. IIth 
Tlte Siddhis, Mrs. Sidney Ransom ~ Nov. 18th: 
OCClllt Powers; Nov. 25th, Symbolism ill Architecture 
F. Bligh Bond. Information from 1Iiss Sweet' 
36, I Ienrietta Street, Bath. ' 

BIRMINGlIA~! LODGE. Room No. 4, Midland 
Institute, on Sundays, at 6,30 p.m. Information 
froll! !VIr. A. P. Wilkins, 157, High Street, 
Harborne, Birmingham. 
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BOURNEMOUTII LODGE. Gestingthorpe, King's 
Park Road, on vVednesdays, at 7.30 p.m., for 
mcm bers: for melllbers and friends on the first 
and third Sundays, at 3.30 p.1l1. 

BRADFORD LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 7.45 p.m., 
si udy of Tlte G row/h of tJlC S'oul, at Bank Buildings, 
Nonl! Parade; Ladies' "1\t Homc" on Thursdays, 
at 3 p.m. I nforlllation from J\Iiss Pattinson, 41, 
v\' OOlI view, Bradford. 

BRIGHTON LODGE. The Arts Club, 19, \Vest 
Street, on Sundays, at 3.30 p.m. Information 
from Dr. King, 5+, COlllpton A\,enue, or Mr. J. F. 
Big\,·ood, 57, Dyke Hoad. 

BRISTOL LODGE. Tuesdays, at 8. IS p.m., at 
20, }\feridian Place, Cl if ton. Information from I\Ir. 
Tholllas Freeman, +5, Redland l\oad. 

BRUSSELS, BRANCIIE ANGLO-BELGE. Mcetings 
for members on the fIrst and third Fridays, and 
for mcmbers, associates and enquirers on second 
and fourth Fridays. Information from the Secre­
tary, 19, l\.ue Forestiere, A\'enue Louise. 

BRllSSEl.S, BRUSSEl.S LODGE. Information from 
A. Vanderstraeten, ]C), Eue des COllllllcrc;ants. 

BRUSSELS, BRAKCIIE CENTRALE BELGE. 58, 
Challssee d'lxelles. Study class, second, third 
illld fourth Satllrdays and second and fourth 
Tuesdays, al ° p.m. I\leetings on first Saturdays 
alld first and third Tuesdays, at ::l p.llI. Infor­
llIation from lhe Secretary, 2I, l\ue du Vallon. 

BRUSSELS, BIU:-:CIlE DU LOTUS llLAKC. Thurs­
days, at +.30 p.I11., also, Chaussce d'lxelles, for 
young membcrs and friends. Information from 
the Hon. Secretary, 199, Anmue Albert, Uccle. 

DUBLIN LODGE. Thursdays, at 8.15 p.Ill., at 
34, \Vicldow Street. 

EASTBOUI{NE CEKTRE. .Meetings on \Yednes-
pays, at 8 p.I11., at 67, Eoyal Parade. Encllliries 
to 1\Iiss Roselllary Greene, 67, Eoyal Parade. 

EDI:-:BURGII LODGE. 130, George Street. Tlnns­
days, at S p.lll.: No,'. 7th, Some Facts C()lICCI'IIIIl/i 
the Prc/,is/oric Peoples of /lrizoll{~ alld New Mexico, 
i\Irs. Forsytb; Nov. 14th, The Hed Indian Cos­
IIIO/iOllics alld lViII/Cl' Talcs, Miss Forsylh. ]_odge 
meeting on Nov. 23nl, Mrs. Elder. 
Lihrary open 1\Iondays and Fridays, 3.30 to 5.30 
p.lll. Ell!luiries 10 Mrs. lIay, I30, George Street. 

EIJI0:BUI,C;Il, SOUTII EDI0:];UEGII CENTRE. 2+, 
1',' cwualtle Terrace, on second and fourth \ V cd­
nesdays, at 8.15 p.m., from Oclober to March, 
for study of The Light of Asia and Tlte lJllddhist 
Ca/ecltism. Information from Miss Pagan, 2+, 
New battle Terrace. 

EXE fER LODGE. 19, l3edford Circus, on Fri­
days, at 8 p.m. For nIClllbers only, first Wednes­
day in the month, at 2.45 p.m.; and on second and 
fourth Tuesdays, at 8 p.111. 

FOLKESTO:-:E CE:-:TRE. Fortnightly meetings 
at the house of 1\Ir. J. H uxtable, 2, Brockman 
Road. Information fr0111 this address. 

GL"SGOW LODGE. Tuesdays, at 8 p.m., at the 
Eeligious Institution 1<.00;,,6, 200, Buchanan 
Stree[: Nov. 5th and 19th, Study of Christianity ; 
No\,. 12th, Lecture; Nov. 26th, Lodge meeting. 
Enquiries to Mr. J. P. Allan, 5, \Vest I<q;ellt 
Street, G!as;;-ow. 

(;LASGOW CEKTKES. Informatiun from: Nor/It, 

A. \Yalbce, 136, Balgrayhill, Springhnrn; SOlltlt, 
Mrs. J. 1'. Allan, I, Trefoil Gardens, Shawlands; 
l~rrst, R J. Somerside, 118, Garthland Drive, 
Dennistoun; West, Mrs. J. T. \Vard, 88, 
Dalshagray Avenue, Partick. 

GREENOCK CENTRE. Enquiries to I\Ir. John 
Hoss, 19, Nelson Street \Vest. 

IIAIUWGATELoDGE. TheosophicallIall, Bculah 
Slreet, on Sundays, at 6.30 p.I1l.: N av. 3rd, 
Tlte Gospel of Actioll, \V. Bell; No\,. lOth, Tlte 
Ocw/t lJasis of Cl'1'clllolliai Won/lip, J. 1. \Vedg-­
wood; Nov. 17th, The Hiddw Side of Nalure, I\liss 
Lcslic Smith; N ov. 2+1h, COllc{l!iration, ill (dilatioll, 
COlltemplation, I\Irs. Bell. Lodge meetings on Fri­
days, al 7.30 p.m., at 12, East Parade, for the 
study of ElclllClltS of Theosophy and SOllle Varieties of 
Religions Experiellce. 

H lJLL LODGE. Information from I-I. E. Nichol, 
Beech Croft, N ewland Park, Hull. 

LEEDS, LEEDS LODGE. Leeds Arts Club 
1\00111S, 18, 1'ark Lane, on Tucsclays, at 7.30 p.l1l: 
Nov. 51h, IJivillc Justice ill lite World, E. \Vooe!; 
Nuv. 12th, The Oemit lJasis of Cerelllonial IVOl'slllp, 
J. 1. \Vedgwood; Nov. 19th, Tlte IIeroes of tllC 
Gl'l1i! Legelld, l{ev. A. H. Lee; Nov. 26th, 
Thcosoj,lty mid tlte Thcosoplti({/l Sociely, E. \ \' ood. 

LEEDS, I ,EEIlS CEl'iTI'E. IllforIllatioll frolll I\Ii;,s 
Kenlledy, 3.'), l'otlernewlon Lane, Leeds. 

LIVERPOOL, CITY OF LIVERPOOL LODGE. 
\Yeclnesdays, at 18, Colfjuilt Street, at 7.+5 p.Il!. : 
Nov. 61iJ, [lte ilJys/ery of Paill alld tlte Problelll OJ 
i'-'vii, Mrs. Hell; Nov. 13tb and 27th, Study of lhe 
Principles of Theosophy; Nov. 20th, The Field of 
Occult Research a1ld tlte Third Object of tlte Tlteo­
soPhical Society, J. 1. \Vedgwood. Study circle on 
Mondays, at 3 p.ll1. Information from the 
Secretary, 18, Colquilt Street. 

LONDON, ADELPHI LODGE. l\Ionclays, at 7.30 
p.m., at 21, CeciI Court, St. l\Iartin's Lane, \V.C. 

LONDON, BATTERSEA LODGE. Sundays, at 7 
p.m., at tlie Central Public Library, Lavender 
Hill, S.\Y.: Nov. 3rd, Prolllctlieus Ullboulld,1\Irs. 
Despard; Nov. lOth, A Theosophisl's COllfcssioll of 
Faitlt, F. Home; ~ov. 17tli, lllc Nad for It Social 
/l'lf'llkcnillg, D. N. Dunlop; Nov. 2+1h, Faitlt, J\Iiss 
Foster. Enquiries to l\Ir. A. P. Caltanach, 27, 
Daul! l\oad, \'Vandsworth Comll1on. 

LONDON, lJLAVATSKY LODGE. Thursdays, at 
8,30 p.m., at 21), Albemarle Street, \V.: Nov. 7th, 
T/1C Words of llcraditlts, G.l{. S. Mead; Nov. 14th, 

]. C. Chatterji; No\·. 21S1, Tlteosoplty alld 
Culture, l{e\,. 1)r. Col)b; :t\o\'. 21)th, Tlte iVi),stic, 
J. 1\1. \Vatkins. Sundays at 7 p.m. (open to 
visitors): Nov. 3rd, Fro11/ the Naassene Jlylllual, 
G. l\.. S. Mead; Nov. lOth, Intermediaries, l\Irs. 
Hooper; Nov. 17th, Tlte Fire Trec; G. H. S. Mead; 
Nov. 2+th, Esoteric Christianity, J\Iiss C. E. 
\Voods. 

LONDON, CROUCH E0:D CENTRE. Sundays, at 
6,30 p.m., at the AsseIllbly I{ooms, i\Iiddle Lane, 
Crouch End, N.: Nov. 3rd, Frccwi/l alld Neccssity, 
H. \-"liyte; No\,. lOtli, Tlte SOlll is tlte Seer, 1\1rs. 
S. l\ansol11; NOL 17th, Answers to Questiolls; 
Nu\,. 2~~th, 'f/ie ll'isdolll of All(iClli h'-gyP!, Mrs. 
Scllulield. InforInatioIl frolll Hertralll G. Thcobald 
, , 11 ' 1 he a wtllOrtlS, llurnscy Lane, N. 
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LONDON, CROYDON LODGE. \Vcdnesuays, at 
R p.I11., at 18A, Katharine Street, Croydon' Nov. 
6th and 20th, Study Class; Nov. 13th, "The 
l~'vcrlastiJ/{[ Yea," F. Ding; Nov. 27th, Founders of 
Hc1igioll, Sidney 1(ans0111. Information from Fred 
Horne, +, Kynaston Road, Thornton Hf!ath. 

LmwoK, H.P.B. LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 28, 
Albemarle Street, \V., at 8 p.m.: Nov. 6th, Con­
vers~\zione and Presidential Address; Nov. I)th, 
Life aJ/d the Arts, Clifforcl Bax; Nov. 20th, The 
Baliai 1I10VCl/lCllt i7l Relation to Modern Thollgld, 
Sydney Sprague; Nov. 27th, Is Astrologv Reasollable? 
Discussion opened by Alan Leo. 

LONDON, HAMPSTEAD LODGE. 9, Lyncroft 
Gardens, Finchley Road, N.\V., on Mondays, 
at 8 p.m.: Nov. +th, Esoteric GeoJlletry, A. 11. 
Barley; Nov. 11th and 25th, Study Class; Nov. 
loth, The FlltllYe Life of /llliJllals, E. Bell. 

LOKDOK, HAlIll'STEAD HEATH CENTRE. Tues­
days, at 8.15 p.m., at Stanfield House, Prince 
Artlmr Road: Nov. 5th, E1llbryo!ogical Observations 
ill favour of RCIIlCIl I'll a tiOll, Ur. Louise Appel; Nov. 
]2th, .: Nov. 19th, Allts frolll a Social 
!llid Theosophical Stalldpoi1lt, \\'. F. Kirby; Nov. 
26th, The Bealltyof Theosophy, Clifford Bax. En­
quiries to l\Iiss K. Shaw, Stanfield IIouse, 
Halllpstead, N.\\'. 

LO:\DoK, LEWISI-IAl\I CEKTI'E. Tuesdays, at 8 
p.m., at 7, Avenue I\oad, Lewisham: Nov. 5th, 
12th and Igtll, GIIlWS, Caste and TClIlpcralllClli, G. 
Dyne; Nov. 26th, fJ rCil illS , l\Iiss C. E. Woods. 
Information from Albert Haduock, 176, Fort l(oad, 
Dermondsey, S.E. 

LONDOl'i, LOTUS CIRCLE. MeetingE for children 
on Sundays, at 3 p.lll., at 8, Inverness Place, 
Queen's l(oad, \"1. All children are welcome. 
Older visitors may attenu on the first Sunday of 
the month. 

LONDON, NORTH LONDON LODGE. \Vednesdqys, 
at 8,30 p.m., at 25, Comptoll Road, Highlmry, N.: 
Nov. 6th, Man's Rclation to tlte Animal Killgdolll, 
l\Iiss E. l\I. l\Iallet; Nov. 13th, BrotherllOod and its 
I{leals, F. Thoresby; Nov. 20th, Science and the 
SlIper-Materia!, A. l\1. Glass; Nov. 27th, The Occult 
nasis of Ceremonial Wo rs/up , ]. 1. \Vedgwood. 

LONDON, \VEST LONDON LODGE. 8, Inverness 
Place, Queen's l\oad, \V" on Fridays, at 8 p.ll!.: 
Nov. 1st, j1Jultiplc Fcrsonality, l\Iiss L. L1oyd; 
NOL 15th, Christian Mysticism, Hev. A. L. Lilley; 
Nov. 29th, The Law of Sacrifice, Eev. \"1. lJradlcy; 
Nov. 8th and 22nd, Study of Christianity and 
Theosophy. 

l\IANCHESTER, MANCllESTER CITY LODGE. 
26, Victoria Street, l\Ianchester. Lodge meetings 
on Tuesdays, at 7.30 p.m. Information from Miss 
Ker, Earone, ]\Iellor, Marple Bridge. 

l\IANClIESTER, DIDSBURY LODGE. Spath Lodge, 
Spath I(oad, Didsbury. Information from the 
Hon. Secretary, at the above address. 

l\IANClIESTER, SOUTH l\IAKCllESTER LODGE. 
Palmerston Hall, Palmerston Street, Moss Side. 
Information from the Hon. Secretary, 180, Clifton 
Street, Brooks's Bar, l\Ianchester. 

l\IAC:CIIESTER, UIClISTON CENTRE. Meetings at 
] I ,e 101lcester ELl., u [mston, on Sunday afternoons. 
lnforllla tion fWIll I\l rs. ] ones, at a !love aLlurcss, 

MARGATE CENTRE. Information from 1\1r. 
H. A. Vas~c, 7, Connaught Road, l\Iargate. 

MERTIIYR TYDVIL CENTRE. Meetings on Sun­
days, at 7.30 p.m., at Trevethick Hall. 

MIDDLESBROUGH LODGE. Meetings held fort­
nightly, at 46, Linthorpe Hoad. 

NOTTINGHAM LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 8 p.m., 
at 2, Wellington Circlls, study of Tlze Bllilgavad 
GUI;; Fridays, at 3.30 p.m., a ladies' reading class, 
and on alternate Sundays, at 7 p.l11., stlldy class. 

OXFORD CENTRE. 12, Park Crescent, on \\'ed­
llcsdays, at 8,30 p.m.: No\'. 6th, Edllcation for the 
WorkiJlg Classes, F. H. D. Cutcliffe; Kov. 13th, 
Reading; Nov. 20th, The Bodies of Mall, Frt. 
\lVuschack; Nov. 27th, Reillcamation, Mrs. Stables. 
Study of The Allciellt Wisdom fortnightly, and 
ladies' reading group fortnightly. Information from 
Mrs. Anderson, Fairacres House, Oxford. 

PLYMOUTH LODGE. Fridays, at 8.30 p.l11., and 
Sundays, at 6,30 p.l11., at IO, Pentillie Hoad, 
Mutley. Meetings on Sundays and the first 
Friday in the month are open to the public. 
Enquiries to H.. J. Ellis, 53, Peverell Park I(oad. 

IUI'ON CENTRE. 2, Ash ville, on Fridays, at 
8 p.m., for the stlllly of The Path of Discipleship. 
Information from John l\Ionger, at above alldress. 

SHEFFIELD LODGE. Bainbridge Buildings, New 
Surrey Street, on \Vednesdays, at 7.30 p.m., study 
of A Study in Conscioltsness. Sundays, at 6,30 p.lll. 

SOUTHAMPTON LODGE. 58, London [{oad, 
Tuesdays, at 8,30 p.m., and Sundays, at 3.30 p.ll!. 
Enquiries to Mrs. Hollick," Henley," Eobcrts 
1(oad, Hill. 

SOUTH SEA CENTRE. Enquiries to S. H. Old, 
64, Graham Road, Southampton. 

SURBITON LODGE. Meetings on Sundays, at 
7 p.nl., at Felsted, Crane's Park, Surbiton: Nov. 
3rd, Theosophy and the New Tlzeology, G. \\'. Elliott, 
Nov. 10th, Prayer, Mrs. Leo; Nov. 17th, HarlllollY, 
\'1. H. \Vood; Nov. 2+tb, Religiolls Experiellce alld 
its Value, A. Haddock. 

TYNESIDE LODGE. Last Sunday of the month, 
at 6.30 p.I11., at Lily House, Ocean View, \lVhitley 
Bay, and class for study on Tuesdays, at 8 p.m., 
at 80, Saville Street, North Shields. 

W AKEFIELD LOlJGE. Tuesdays, at 8 p.m., at I, 

\Vest Parade, for the study of Karllla. Information 
from C. A. Brotherloll, Craven House, Belle Vue, 
Wakefleld. 

YORK LODGE. \\'cdnesdays, at 8 p.I11., at the 
Theosophical Hall, High Ousegate: Nov. 6th, 
Reincarnatioll, \IV. H. Sanderson; Nov. 13th, 
Occult Basis of Cerelllollial IVorsltip, J. 1. \Vedgwooc!; 
Nov. 20th, Postlllortem States, \V. H. Sanderson; 
Nov. 27th, William Blake's " i1J arriage of Heaven alld 
Hell," Rev. A. H. Lee. Information from J. E. 
Reid, 49, Grosvenor Terrace, York. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

"THE V1HAK." 

Thc following letter was sent to me beforc the last 
Convention and I hoped that it would be possible 
to bring the matter forward for discussion then, 



TH E VAH A~. 

but other business was more urgent and I decided 
to print the letter in THE V.lIIAN and ask [or 
its consideration by members and for any fmther 
suggestions they might wish to offer. The ex­
ceptional correspondence of the last few months 
has delayed its publication but I trust now that 
more attention may be paid to proposals for 
furthering the ordinary work of the Section and 
bringing fresh methods of work into being. 

KATE SPINK. 

I see from the Agenda for the Business meeting 
of the Convention that l\Iiss Severs will propose 
" that THE VAHAN be supplied to members of the 
Theosophical Society only." I am pleased to note 
this, but as I shall not be able to attend the meet­
ing I am writing to you a few suggestions, which 
I shall be glad if you will bring before the meeting 
on my behalf, as additions to the above resolution, 
or as amendments if that will be more in order. 

I, That arrangements be made for aJlY new 
publications dealing with Theosophical lllatters to 
be reviewed and snch reviews be inserted or printed 
in TIlE VKHAl\ each Illonth or from time to time 
as such books are published. 

2. That a course of general instruction be 111-

traduced on the following lines-or snch lines as 
Illay be determined by the meeting: 

1\ particular book (selected from time to time) to 
be printed a portion each month, with explanatory 
notes, such portion and notes being made a subject 
for correspondence and discussion by melllbers 
through the medium of THE VAHAN. If such 
correspondence be too voluminous for full insertion, 
letters to be summarised and answered month 
by month by such person or persons as the 
COllncil or Committee select for the purpose. 

3. That an annual subscription be charged for 
THE VAHAN sufficient to cover any cost incurred, 
such amount to be agreed upon by members at the 
meeting. 

Some scheme of thi~ kind I think would 
give an added interest and make TI-IE VKHAN 
a m uch more useful vehicle amon" mell] bers 

d " h' 
an when Il IS known that its circulation is 
confined to members only, it will become a better 
means of free communication of thought alllorw 
melllbers, These ideas may not be quite correctl~ 
expressed, but they are suggestions, which 1 leave 
in your hands for you to alter as you think lit if 
by so doing you think they may uetter expres~ a 
generally felt want among members. 

A. J. SMITJI. 

TI-lE BROUGHTON LODGE. 

\Vill you kindly allow me space to say, in reply 
to IVlr. Goode's letter, that the writer clearly shews 
that my protest was fully justified. The fears of 
the Northern Federation Council concerning votes 
at Convention may, however, be set at rest. For, 
in Ylew of the conditions existing in the Theo­
sophical Society generally, and the events which 
haye taken place relative to the Broughton Lm]"e 
since its foundation, several members of the Lodge 

have decided to !lecome "unattached members ., 
and to retire from active work within the limits -:)f 
the Society until conditions are considerably 
altered. The Lodge is therefore dissolved. 

E. J. Du"". 

DONATIONS TO THE GEKERAL FUND. 

, In her official appeal, under the above heading, 
111 t~e October VAHAN, for a species of T1180-

soplncal war tax, our respected Editor lends colour 
to a view which I wish most earnestly to challenge. 
Her words may be read to suggest that eYery 
member ~f the Section hets the right to express his 
or her views "on matters of dispute" in our 
columns. But surely the Editor of the V.i.HA:-'; is 
more tban a mere middleman between the members 
and the printers! I believe that the vast majority 
of t?e ,members would warmly support our Editor in 
claImmg all the prerogatives of her position. \Vho 
would cOlllplain if correspondence which contained 
bitter personalities WetS consigned to the waste­
paper basket, or returned if tbe requisite stamped 
~n velol?e had been enclosed? or if lengthy ballooll­
IIlw epIstles were quietly punctured and reduced 
to, more ma;lageable dimensions? To accept or 
reject are nghts of Editorship. Had this been 
done we bad heard less of expensi ve VAIIANS, and 
the literature of Ollr movement would not ha vc 
suffered appreciably. That is past, however, aIld 
w~ all I~lust aI?preciate the fairness which prompted 
thIS polIcy of Il1clusiveness-but are we to bave a 
whole winter of it? or is it not time to cry 
enough? 

I write solely to try to strenfYtlIen the hands of 
our Editor in closing, or at le~st curtailing, these 
costly and lamentable controversies and I sl1 fY gest 
that those who share my views should wri~e to 
her (not for publication) in the same vein. 

At the close of her address to the American 
Convention, printed last month, our President 
made the appeal that ever COllles from ber and 
that is ev~r irresistible-the appeal to the best ill 
us. I belIeve that there are hundreds of members 
in this Secti.on who are responding to that call, 
and who wIll show the solid nature of their re­
sponse in practical ways. Let our Executive 
Council open its heart to l1S; let us hear of good 
plans of work for which money is wanted and the 
colfers o[ the General Fund will quickly be ElIed. 
Is not the total of the October Ist Fund a lesson 
in what may be dOlle? But who has the heart 
to pay [or quarrelling! 

HEIWERT \VHYTE. 

STRAY NOTES. 

[readers ~re illvitcd to selld ill lIlilterial which they 
t~mtk the edttor could lIse in this colll1lm. The co-opera­
~lOlI of lIIall), persolls Will gNatly illcrease its scope alld 
mterest. 

Is Crelllation Desirable ?-In a London newspa!Jer 
there appeared sOllle tillle ago amon" the" HolIday 
Eesorts " an advertisement of a cre~l1atorium that 
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supplied an illnstrated booklet on application. 
Some may consider it as the hest place to try th(~rest 
cure, but that is just a question which every little 
while has been dehated alllong occldti;.;\s; :'1](1 it 
is again discussed in a former number of The 
IVord, a theosophical puhlication of America. 

The Secret /)octrillc (11.,786), states that crelllation 
was universal till a comparatively recent period, 
some 80 or 100 thousand years ago; but it does 
not say what brought about the change lo bmial, 
or why the Roman Catholic Church (which can 
claim some occult knowledge) still very bitterly 
opposes cremation. The writings of Dr. Papus, 
the noted French occultist, contain several refer­
ences against cremation. In his view, in the large 
majority of cases in the \Vest, the magnetic or 
Huidic tie that connects the astral body with the 
physical, does not snap very quickly and con­
sequently cremation does present SOllle very 
serious inconveniences immediately after death. 

At its inception, the Theosophical Society promi­
nently favoured cremation and H. P. D. expressly 
desired to be cremated; but in its inception 
the Society was inclined to favour anything that 
along certain lines was considered an innovation 
or "advanced," and H. P. B. in her body really 
represented a reliquium of the Fourth Root-Race, 
by whom, for fear of vampirism and other forms 
of magic familiar to a people who could more 
readily than the Fifth Race leave their bodies 
at will, cremation was extensively practised. 
The tendencies and desires of the western branches 
of the Fifth Root Race bind them more strongly 
to their bodies, and time and again it has been 
hinted that, while cremation is undoubtedly the 
very best physical manner of disposing of dead 
bodies to the best advantage of the Iiying, yet in 
its application to the evolving entity, and in view 
of its possible posthumous effects, it must be 
practised with some caution anel discrimination. 

The operations of nature are very gradual; and 
most occultists are agreed that, in the \Vest at 
least, the Huidic cord which connects the subtle 
bodies to the physical disintegrates very graduall y ; 
and not until some three days after death does the 
final separation from the physical body take place. 
So it is said that if performed too soon after death 
cremation may canse a shock and mental agony 
to the entity, who mllst be still in close vicinity to 
the physical body; and as it is also well established 
that the impression of a danger threatening tiJe 
body brings back to it, with a rush, the entity 
who happens to be in trance or astral flight, so 
it has even been a~serted that the fe:u of the fire 
h:IS forced back temporarily into their body in the 
midst of the flames, persons who were really dead 
but whose cord had not yet been sufficiently disin­
tegrated. A Parisian Theosophist, who was 
cremated, is said to have appeared afterwards 
to friends in his astral, horribly scarred and 
disfignred by the fire, this having been caused by 
a sudden revulsion into his body at the time of 
the incineration. 

Again, it is matter of displlte among occultists 
whether the etheric body, if clinging to the physical, 
may not be affected 'lnd destroyed by crema(ion, 

so that, to use an illustration of Papus, the 
incineration is like a sllfgical operation, freeing the 
entity from its ctheric vestllre, and leaving it cOln­
paratively "naked" in its astral before it is ripe 
for the change. 

Among t.he Japanese, with whom cremation is 
general, the hnrning- seldom takes place until at 
least three days after death-among the higher 
classes it is seven days; and in the \Vest these 
limits might he increased, especially in cases of 
accidental sndden death, and more especially still 
in cases in which there is the slightest chance of the 
indi I,idual being merely in trance or catalepsy. If 
premature buri,d is abominable to think of, 
premature cremation has no less ghastly clangers; 
for, to quote the article in The Word, "!lot 
only may it cause the Ego some awful, though 
quickly overcome physical experiences, hut it may 
also have inconvenient results on the Eg()'s terr:­
porary conditions in what is cOl1llllonly called the 
next world." 

ENQUIRER. 

QUESTION 324. 

(Continlled from p. 8.) 

E. J. C. 

J. B.-The techllicalllaJllc among tlte Jews for a sacred 
manuscript is "that which defiles the lzallds." The 
origin of this term is a lIlystery to the JClIlish RaMis 
themselves; it seeJlls to be IT ClIriolls l'eversal. Can allY 
of your readers suggest a so11ltion ? 

A. A. \V.-In Karl Budde's article on the 
Canon, in the first vo1. of the ElIcyclojtl!dia Biblica, 
will be found the explanation the querist seeks. 
He says: "the fact that defilement only of the 
ha1lds is attributed to the sacred writings, inter­
preted in positive terms, can mean only that COll­

tact with them involves a ceremonial washing of the 
hal/ds; especially as the ruling in the matter occurs 
in that Mishna treatise which relates to, and is 
named from, such hand-washings. The expres­
sion would be an unnatural one if it implied a 
command that the hands should be washed before 
tOllehing. As enjoining washing after contact it is 
quite intelligible. The Pharisees (under protest 
from the Sadducees) attributed to the sacred writ­
ings a sanctity of sllch a sort that whosoever 
touched them was not allowed to touch aught else, 
until he had undergone the same ritual ablution 
as if he had touched something unclean. To this 
delilement of the hands the correlative idea is that 
of holiness; both qualities are attributed together, 
but only to the canonical writings." 

Further explanations and references may be 
found in ~4 of the article referred to; but this 
(jllOtation will be enough to show that the holiness 
of the sacred writings was regarded as a species of 
" tabu" which might be coml1lunicated to any­
thing subsequently touched, unless removed from 
the hands by the due ceremonial washing. It is 
an idea which constantly recurs in the books of the 
Law. 
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QIIESTIOI\ 325. 

1(. [~. X.-For a pr/r)'cr fur lite dllrd or lite livillg 10 be 
af IIse to I he olle pra),ed fOY, is il I!CCCSSITJI), tlwt SOIllC 

ra pporl exis! bet Mcen I he OIlC pfll)'ed for ami the vile 

prayillg? Were I aslied to pray, for illstal/ce, for 
Mr. SlIlitll of Newcastle, dallgerollsly ill, oj whoJll I 
fwd JlCucr heard, cOllld I pm)' effectivel)" 11Ild were this 
gelltlcJllall dead wOllld it alter matters? 

E. M. M.-The whole question of how the force 
contained in a prayer or thought-form reaches its 
destination and performs the task which it was set 
in motion to perform, is a very interesting one, 
and one upon which it would be helpful to have 
further light thrown by those who are able to 
obsen-e the course of a thought-form from start to 
finish. 

On page 79 of The A nciellt Wisdom we are told 
that one characteristic of thought-forms is that 
" when they are directed by the will towards any 
particular person, they are animated by the one 
impulse of carrying Ollt the will of their Creator. 1\ 
protective elemental will hover rounel its object, 
seeking any opportunity of warding oil evil, or 
attracting good-not consciously, but by a bliud 
im~ulse, ,~s finding there the line of least 
resIstance. 

From this it seems evident that in R. E. X.'s 
hypothetical case, his thought directed towards 
the unknown 1\1r. Smith of Newcastle could not 
fail to have some effect. 

The only case in which Mr. Smith's posses­
sion or non-possession of a physical body could 
make any difference would be if the thought were 
directed solely towards the physical body. In this 
case, supposing the body had ceased to exist as a 
body, the sender's thought, being baulked of its 
purpose, would rebound, and take effect upon his 
own body. But any thought or prayer directed to 
the general well-being of another would not be 
affected by the fact that the person to whom it 
was sent was, or was not, inhabiting a physical 
body. 

The one requisite for a thought to he able to 
take effect on another person seems to he that 
there shall be in the make-up of the receiver some­
thing able to respond to, i.e., to yibrate in llarm()IlY 
with, the thought sent out. Given this, the two 
forces seem to'he bound to find each other, how­
ever great the distance hetwe'tn them. As there 
is hardly a man or woman in existence withollt 
some spark of love or gooel feeling within them, 
we are pretty safe in saying that ,'very prayer for 
the welfare of another mnst awaken some response 
in, and therefore must have some good effect upon, 
that person. 

\Vith regard to prayers for the dead E. E. X. 
might refer to The Ancient Wisdom, pp. I37-8. 

S. G. P.-The greater the mpport the better. But 
sympathy and fellow-feeling can set up a rapport 
always. The effectiveness of the prayer for Mr. 
Smith would depend upon the power and love of 
the person praying. And the utility of the prayer 
to Mr. Smith, in case he were dead, would depend 
upon what was prayed for. 

QllESTIO:-l 32G. 

I'd. S.~C'all allY r!',rdcr of '1'111'; V,\lI,\l\ It/! IIIC till' 
Illellllillg of Ihc followillg (111'10115 cxjJcl'iCllc{s? I !t,u',: 
Fead IIlIIelt. Oalllt liltl'dlllN I){{f /rave 1101 S«(il 11111' 

mentioll of all)'t1zillg similar. I havc SUIl for al)Ollt 
a year !llld a hlllf crystal, lacc-likc fOl'lllS Ilwvillg alld 
f1ying ill tlze all', of various sit apes but for the IIIOS/ /'arl 
like scrpellis, or an S' (1IlltiClt is also a serpwl). FIII'se 
creatures are full of eyes all tlte ICllgtlt of tlteir bodlc), 
and have a flap or willg fallillg back from the top of tlte 
head, like a hood: quite IOllg, but sometimes ouly about 
a quarter of Illl illch ill breadth; bllt I have of tell SfelZ 
them nlllch larger, It1ldlllatillg up {[lid dOl/Ill outside the 
window. They seem to me to liave sOllle cOIlJlectioll 
with light alld SllllShille, as all a very dull day there 
are few 01' 1IOlle. TVhen the sllllli;:;ht catclies olle of the 
eyes it sparkles Idle a beautiful diamolld. A bout tlie 
same time come wOllderflt1 visiolls of colollr, also COII­

nected with light (sltlllight 01' artificial liglit) alld also 
visions of jewels seen in sellli or total darkllcss­
quantities of precious stolles (to all appeamnccs) ill all 
colours shining aJZd sparMillg most brillialltly all ceiliJlg 
or wall whercver I tltJIIl my eyes. They scem to be 
lIIoviJlg, not still. I hope SOllleOJle will be able to 
corroborate these visions from their 01f!1l experience. I 
lm07el these phases arc by 110 lIleallS of tlie fligllest illl­
portance with Tllcosopltists, still it UJollld be illterestmg 
for persons 7elith allY illsight ill to the astml or etlictic 
spheres to compare 1I0tes. 

S. C.-I have seen serpentine forms similar to 
those described by IV1. S., except that they had no 
Bap or wing; they are more frequently seen in a 
bright light, and have" eyes," or, as I should call 
them, cells along their whole length. These cells 
sparkle in the sunshine. The most frequent form 
after the serpentine is that of a ball, which gener­
ally appears black, but in a hright light is seen to 
be composed of cells. 

I take the forms to be the groups of cells which 
are mentioned by physiologists as being found in 
the eye, and as so:netimes causing annoyance or 
alarm when ollsen'ed. I do not think they are either 
etheric or astral. Professor J ames alludes to these 
1IIItSC({! volitantes in his Principles of Ps),chology, in 
connection with the subject of selective attention, 
remarking that they are always in the eye, hut are 
very seldom ohserved, Thcrt~ does not seem to he 
any particular object in o!lsen'illg thelll. I ha I'e 
seen them for about ten years, and I do not find 
that tlwy alter or develop. 

\Vilh regard to the visions of colonr and jewels, 
I can give no information. 

The subscription to TilE VAHA:-.i for those who 
are not members of the British Section of the 
Theosophical Society is 2S. 6d. per annum, post 
free. Single copies, 3d. each, may be olJ[ained from 
the Theosophical Pllblishing Society, I61, New 
Bond Street, 'IN., to whom subscriptions sbould 
also be sent. No back numbers can be supplied. 

All C01Jl1ll1lllicat£01lS for lite follo71Ji71g isslle 1II11st be in 
the hands of the Editor by the 20th of tize month at 
latest. Secretaries of Bl'Illlcizes are part£cularly requested 
to note this. 

Printed by tbe \VO'!EN'S PRINTING SOCIETY, LIMITED. GG am! (,~, \\'hilcUll1b Street. \V.C. 
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MRS. BESANT'S AMERICAN 

CONVENTION ADDRESS. 

A number of enquiries have reached me from 
members expressing surprise that Mrs. Besant's 
American C041vention Address as given in the 
Tlieosophic ~MesseJ1ger, differs from that given in THE 
VKHA"I, or rather that there is additional matter in 
the iVlessmger, and asking the reason. The expla­
nation is that the report was sent to THE VAHAN 

before the address was dellvered, while I am 
informed from Chicago that 1Vlrs. Besant on 
reading her address interpolated the additional 
matter. 

KATE SI'INK. 

OCTOBER 1st FUND. 

I should like to make known to the many 
subscribers in all p:Hts of the world that the 
Fund, which was (juite unoffici:111y started by a 
fcw members to present l\Irs. Besant with a birth­
day gift, is now closed after reaching the sum of 
£I,I28 18s. gd. This is exclusive of any con­
tribution from the ,\merican Section, which I 
understand makes its own presentation. I should 
like to take the opportunity of saying that the 
response which has been made has been very 
general and includes contributions from many far­
away corners of the earth. I feel sure that what 
our President values even more than tbe generous 
gifts is the expression of kindly feeling and the 
good \vishes with which, in the majority of cases, 
the remittances sent to my care have been 
accompanied. I should feel grateful if the Editors 
of other Sectional journals woulcl be good enough 

to announce the amount above acknowledged, so 
that the result of the friendly effort wh ich has 
been made may become known to those who, 
pcrhaps, otherwise may not be aware to what total 
amount their gifts have contributed. 

EDITII ,VARD, 

Hon. Treasurer, October 1St FI/Ild. 

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR 
RESEARCH INTO MYSTIC 

TRADITION. 

Subscribers to the Quarterly TrallsactioJls are 
requested, when sending remittances, kindly to use 
International Money Orders payable by tbe Paris 
Post OfJice (Uureau de la l\Iadeleine). SOllle 
British Money Orders have been sent, but these 
cannot, of course, be cashed in France. 

G. A.. l\IALLET, 

flolI. Secretary. 

CLOSING OF THE SECTIONAL 
ROOMS FOR CHRISTMAS. 

The I\ooms at 28, A.lbemarle Street will be 
closed for Christmas from Sunday evening, 
December 22nd, and will re-open on 1\Ionday, 
December 30th, at tile usual time. 

KATE SPI:\K, 

GeliCral Secreta!),_ 

TO BRANCH SECRETARIES. 

As the Christmas holidays make the punctnal 
production of the January ViHAN very difficult, 
Secretaries of Branches who have information to 
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send in f;)r the Lectllfe List are reC! l](~stecl to scnd 
it, if possihle, not later tball the J 8th inst., su that 
THE VAlIAN lllay he in tbe hands of tile printers 
t\Vd days earlit,r than usual. 

KATE SI'INK, 

General SeerctLl1],. 

THE COMMITTEE ON RULES. 

The first mecting of the Committee appointed 
to consider the Rules of the British Section will 
be held OIl Saturday, January 25th, I908, at 28, 
Albemarle Street. VV. In view of this date it is 
possible to extend the time for receiving sugges­
tions till January 1St, I908, and Branches or 
members who have any amendments to sllggest 
are urged to submit them, so that the Committee 
may have the fullest assistance possible. 

KATE Sl'INK, 

General Seentally. 

FINANCE. 

The following amounts have been received as 
contributions towards the deficit in last year's 
income: Mr. J. J. D., 55.; Mrs. G. c., £5; Mr. L., 
£1 IS.; Mr. F. B. B., IOS. Previously aclmow­
ledged, £22 45. Total recei ved, £29. This account 
is now closed. 

EDITII 'vV AIm, 

IIon. Treasurer. 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE EUROPEAN 
FEDERATION, THIRD CONGRESS.* 

The Editor of these Transactiolls is to be con­
gratulated on the gradual lessening of the gap 
between the Annual Congress and the appearance 
of its collected records, the present volume having 
made its debut within the reasonable limit of four­
teen months from the date of the Paris Convention. 
Shorter by roo pages than its predecessor, it 
COIl tain s per h a ps fewer articles of conspicuOl1s i 11J­

porlance, though it has, OIl the other hand, less 
lllaterial of a slight and sketchy nature. The 
general average 01 excellence is well maintained, 
nearly every coutrilllltion lJeing worth reading and 
remem bering. . 

The arrangements of the volume are on the 
lines of previous Transactiolls. Of five Parts, 
Part 1. is official; Part 11. contains General Ad­
dresses; Part Il I. Debates; Part I V. Depart­
mental Papers, under the headings of (A) Brother­
hood; (B) I{eligion; (C) Philosophy; (D) Science 
(inclllding Borderland Sciences); (E) Art; (C) 
Administration, Propaganda, etc.; (H) History of 
tbe Theosophical Socidy and the Theosophical 
!VIO\'e1llent; (1) Proposals, Discussions, etc. 
Part V. contains tile pronunciation of Sanscrit 

* rhlllSllttiulIS of the Third A llll",,1 COilgriSS of ti,e Federatioll 
of EI/rut,call S,'cliolls of tile Theosophical Society, held in Paris, 
July yd, 'fth, and 5th, 1906, 

w\lrds, and a full Index. The work is similar ill 
style and binding to the previous VOll1111eS, and 
is produced with the admirable neatness anc! 
accuracy which we are now accustolllecl to as­
sociate with the Anllual Record of the Emopean 
Federation. 

To touch briefly on the principal contents of the 
volume: Part 11. is chiefly interesting for the 
excellent Presidential address of Colonel Olcott, 
which will have peculiar value as being his Jast 
official utterance at a European Congress. M. 
Bernard, following with a wise paper Oll "Pro­
blemes de l'I-Ieure presente," states his opinion 
of the general tendency of the Society to-day, 
"qu'elle traverse en ce moment une crise aiglie 
de matcrialisme, une phase inquietante d'exter­
iorisa tion." 

Part Ill. records a feature new to the Annual 
Congress, viz., two intere:::ting meetings for debate, 
in the first of which the questions discussed "ere 
the place of Propaganda in the Theosophical 
Society, and the nature and value of Authority in 
matters occult. Among many interesting speeches, 
the wisest note was perhaps struck by the Presi­
dent, who dealt with the question of Authority by 
stating that the l\Tasters' method of instruction 
was to stilllulate the power of the disciple to in­
vestigate at first-hand. Authority was thus made 
to rest not on knowledge imparted from without, 
but on experience resulting from faculty, and 
conld never possess the nature of a precise 
infallibility. 

The second debate resumed the consideration 
of Propaganda, to which was added further q ues­
tions as to the cause of the small membership in 
the Society, and the presence or absence of method 
in its activities. A fourth and important con­
sideration, viz., the place of practical, material 
benevolence in the Society, terminated one of the 
most interesting features of the Congress. The 
questions discussed were too vital to be exh;msted 
in a few hours, and future occasions will ventilate 
them in it. fresh form and with, we hope, equal 
intelligence and interest. 

Part IV. opens with an able paper in the 
Brotherhood Department by D. A. Conrmes, on 
" L' Assistance Theosophiq ne lVIaterielle," in which 
he advocates tbe institution of a [)enevolent 
bureau for providing" l'assistance par le travail, 
et I 'assistance pecun iaire immediate." A chari l­
able section of tbe Society in France, Le Lotus 
IHeu, appears to have actually accomplished work 
in this direction, and we agree with M. Courmes 
tklt it might well form one of the departments of 
Theosophical activity. 

In the department of I\eligion Miss Severs 
writes sympathetically on tbe Behai Movement in 
Persia, and M r. E. E. Long on an " Aspect of 
Islam." From him we learn the true inwaruness 
of the many matrimonial ventures of the Prophet, 
who appeared to regard the acceptance of every 
hand that was offered him as part of the duties of 
his mission. Later ages have never sufficiently 
appreciated the courage a;lcl self-sacrifice of this 
remarkable man! Mr. Long has given us a valu­
able study of a much too neglected faith; his open-
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ing pages on the doctrine of the Blessed Oneness 
are especially beautiful. 

Under Folklore are three exceedingly interest­
ing studies. i\1r. George Doe writes on " Folk­
lore Gleanings in Devonshire"; Baroness A. 
Von Ulrich has a specially instructive and careful 
essay on the religion of the Slav l\aces, entitled 
the "Religion of our Forefathers." She has 
gathered togetlier so much obscure and recondite 
information that the essay deserves publication in 
a separate form. 1\1. U. Green has" Some Notes 
on the Voyage of Bran: with special reference to 
other Planes and States of Being," in which, amidst 
many suggestive interpretations, we fancy we can 
detect traces of occasional" reading in." Singu­
larly able and scholarly is Dr. Steiner's study of 
" Theosophy in Germany a hundred years ago." 

Brahmanism and Buddhism are represented 
respectively by a clearly written article on lVIukti, 
from the psycho-physiological point of view, by 
P. T. Srini vasa Iyengar; and by a painstaking 
essay on Ashvaghosha's "Awakening of Faith in 
the M alzdYlina," from the pen of lVIr. Herhcrt 
\Vhyte. In the latter paper our colleague is to be 
congratulated on the lucidity of his treatment of 
the easily misunderstood doctrine of" Snchness." 
\Ve cannot forbear from quoting his admirable 
pl1L\Ses. "The Soul as Sucliness indicates the 
Self U nmanifest, while the Sonl as Birth-and­
Death refers to that mode of the Self which in­
duces all the world-play, the turning of the wheel 
of Sams{tra, in the midst of which we habitually 
dwell. And yet both are so closely interrelated 
that one cannot be separated from the other. The 
Soul as Suchness is the motionless axle of the 
wheel, and whether we think of the vast wheel of 
the solar system or the tiny wheel of a single 
human life, there, at the core of each, dwells the 
changeless, the Eternal, the Soul as Suchness." 
\ \' e are, however, confronted with a conclusion 
which is not the conclusion of Ashvagosha, but 
which appears to us inevitable, viz., that in a pair 
of inseparable correlatives, Eeality may not be 
sought in the one as apart from the other. The 
motionless axle is meaningless without the wheel; 
apart from the wheel it has indeed no existence as 
an axle, though it may exist as an unrelated piece 
of machinery. Equally futile, then, is it to seek 
Snchness by abandoning Sams[tra. 'vVhen the 
axle destroys tlie wheel by withdrawing, it destroys 
itself also as axle, and into what state it subsides 
when in non-manifestation even Ashvagosha 
cannot tell us. The practical vallle of the IVlaha­
y[llla philosophy should be, as we think, the wise 
grasp of the opposites in totality, and the endea vour 
to turn the wheel more effectually by self­
identification with the principle which moves it. 

Other papers in this Departmen tare "A 
Modern Counsel of Perfection," by Margaret S. 
Duncan, and an excellent Italian essay, "La 
Felicita dovuta a110 Sviluppo delle Virtu sociali," 
by G. Cavallini, in which much gooel advice is 
offered to parents as to "le qualiUi. dei loro 
iigliuoli che equivalgollo a zero, e qnale sia quella 
che agli zeri dia \'alore," as illustrated by 
a well-known story from ancient Greece. 

Professor Desailll's •. Philusu!Jhie de ill. 13erg­
S011 dalls ses Eapports avec la Philosophie antillue 
de l'lnde" is one of the most valuable contribu­
tions to the volume, and the correspondence of the 
Ved,\nta theory of the Koshas with that of M. 
Bergson relating to the descent of :',[emory into 
Matter is worth working out morc fully by 
students. 

" Essai d'ul1 Guide clans la Vie," by Eug. Levi, 
and a brief but highly suggestive and important 
paper by A. VI. on "Diagrams and Symbols" 
complete the Department of Philosophy. 

Under Science we have three very painstaking and 
important contributions. These are" The Agree­
ment of Eastern with \Vestern Astronomy," by 
Dr. lVI. Eoso de Lnna; "Les Etats snbtils de la 
lVIatiere," by Prof. L. Desaint; and "Ehythlllic 
Energies," by F. Bligh Bond. The first-named 
is a bewilderingly learneu attempt to substantiate, 
from recent astronomic discoveries, many of the 
statements in The Secret Doctrine relating to the 
constitution of the Solar Systelll. It can only he 
worthily criticised by an astronomer as learned as 
our Spanish colleagne. "Ehytllll1ic Energies" 
is also a paper of considerahle distinction, and is 
iIlustratell by pictures of the author's apparatus 
for studying the movements of compollnd pendll­
lums. The close study of the rcsul ts of the har­
monograph will put us on the track of not a few 
of N atnre's form-mysteries, and even, thinks lVl r. 
Bond, of the mystery of ourselves. 

The Art Department has two essays of impor­
tance. "Note sur la reconstitution d'une Invoca­
tion aux Dieux planetaires, chantee sur les se pt 
voyelles dans les Temples de l'antique Egypte, 
avec Accompagnement de harpes et flutes· 
dOllbles," by Eel. Bailly, contains the music of an 
ancient Egyptian chant, arranged by the author, 
which was performed during tbe Congress in 
Paris. "La Flute enchantee de \V. l\lozart," by 
A. Andre-Gedalge, is a singularly interesting ec;say 
on what the 8.uthoress regards as "an initiatory 
and symbolic drama of the eighteenth century. 

The three remaining papers, " L'htucle system a­
tique de la Cabbale pardcs Th60sophes," by I\llle. 
R6 L6vie, every word of which is valuable; "Theo­
sophical \Vork in India," by P. C. Tarapore; and 
" Une I\evue Spiritualiste Universelle," by Th. 
Darel, contribute to the catholicity and general 
excellence of the volume before us, which de­
servedly asks the support of all lovers of first-class 
Theosophical Literature. 

C. E. W. 

ACTIVITIES. 

New Branches. 

At an Executive Committee Meeting held on 
November 16th, Charters were granted to 
Branches in Portsmouth and Birmingham, to be 
known respectively as the Portsmouth" Brother­
hood" Lodge and the" Annie Bes:tnt " Lodge. 

The llames of the members applying for the 
Port"1110uth Branch arc: B. D. Lyons, i\lrs. Jason, 
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A. J. Bowler, Miss \Ve1ch, Mrs. Dowler, l\frs. 
Lyons, S. H. Old, N. vVatedield, F. Elmes and 
l\Irs. EIIllCS. 

The full list of melllbers for the Charter of tbe 
ncw DinllingiJalll Branch is uncertain at the timc 
of going to press. 

KATE SPINE, 

GClleral Secretary. 

D::mations to the General Fund. 

The following donations have been recci\'ed to 
Novc;lIlber 20th: A. K., £1 IS.; D. L., 6s.; 
C. A. A., £8 4s, 2d.; H. S. S., £4 4s.; H. 1. D., 
IOS.; 11. 11., £1 IS.; J. T. P., lOS.; J. E. I-I., £3; 
A. J. 11'.., £3 3s.; H. H., £3; \V. E. F., lOS.; A. P., 
Lro; E. W., £2 2S.; 1. B., £5 ; E. G., £r ; F. 1'., 
55.: A. I-I., {5; G. S. H., {2 2S.; K. S., {I; 
:Vf. 1\1., lOS. ; E. A. D., £6. Total, £58 8s. 2d. 

Section Reference Library. 

The following hooks have been presented to the 
Library: Serlllolls oj a Buddhist A Mot, l\J. ne\,. 
Soyc;n Sbak\l, 1906; The Story of FilUSt, I\Iabel 
Charles, 1907; Trallsactiolls of the Tltird AJI1l1lal 
COllgress of lite Federatioll of lillropcan ScctiOllS of the 
Thcosopilicai S'ociety, 1907; History of Latin Chris­
tiallity, Henry Hart j\Iilnull, 1872,0 vols.; Works 
of T. H. Green (Philosophical), 1890, 2 vols.; Logic, 
lIermann Lotze, tf. D. BosallCj\let, 1884; Social 
Evoluiioll, Benj:lll1in Kidd, 1895; Tlie Trllgedils of 
Sof/lOcles, tr. E. H. P1umptre; Tllc Rise and 11ljlltclIce 
of Hlltiollalism in t:llrope, 1887, 2 vols.; Theosophy or 
i'SycilOior;ica/ Religion, Max 1I1\'11ler, 1893; lIistory of 
CiviLisation ill Ellgland, I-I. T. Hucide, 1878, 3 vols. ; 
li.thics of tlte Fllture, \V. 11. \Vhinfield, 1876; 
Ulfilas: Tnt, GralllJllatik IIlId Wurterbllch, 1'ric;drich 
L. Stal11l11 , 187+; Dallte Alat, Mary HcnSlllan, 
1802; The Death of the Gods, Dl1litri Merejkowski, 
1001 ; HinduislII, ilIonier\Villiams, 1877; Islalll and 
Its Foul/deI', J. \V. H. Stobart; 1J 11 ddlll Sill , T. \V. 
Ehys Davids; Confucianis11l a1ld Taollislll, Hollert K. 
Dougbs, 1879; Totemislll, J. G. Frazer, 1887; Th" 
Korllll, tr. George S:de; Dante's Il l'aradiso, tr. 
H. 1'. Cary, 1890; The Trag(dies of /Esch)'los, tr. 
E. H. Plulllptre, 1879; 'Fhe Religion of 11 Literary 
.7'>Iall, Eichard Le Gallienne, 1894; Astrology, 
S"'pharial, 1905; The Jlifrssage of Mall, arr. by 
Stantoll Coit, 1905; Voices ill tilC Night, Flora 
Annie Steel, 1900; Enrope durillg thc Middle Ages, 
Henry ILtlhm, 1878, 3 vols.; First l'rtllciples, 
Herllert Spencer, 1890; File History oJ Christianity, 
Henry Hart .Nlilman, 1875, 3 vols. ; Les ROIIIIllIS de 
la Table HOllde, ed. by Paulin Paris, 1868, 5 vols. 
Pamphlets: Tlte Stallzas of lJZ)'IlIl, \v. A. Bl1lwer; 
!c.'tilies oj National Prospc1'ity, Anon., 1907; Develop­
//Imf of the Spiritual Life, Allnie Besant, 1007; A 
jOIlI'llI1!iSt'S Dyillg Message to the World, H. G. SOlller­
vi lie, 1907; Food alld Fasilioll, Anon., 1905; The 
Law of Karma and £is Solvml, Edward H. Ailing, 
19°7. 

Thp. following; hooks h~vr: heel] pun 11:lsrd f(lr 
tIle LilJlary: TIIC Utilcl' Sidt o[ Death (CClIltlillillg 

appendix on Thc Death of ChildrClt), C. \V. Lead· 
beater, 1904; La Force Curairice /[ LOllrdes et la 
Psycltologie ell[ Miracle, Dr. Hipp. 13araduc, 1907; 
A n A bl'idglllcni of the Secret Doctrille, Katharine 
lIillard, 1907; LOlldon Lectures of 1907, Annie 
Besant, 1907; Tlte Jiitalia, Yol. yr., E. B. Cowell 
and \V. H. D. l\.ouse, 1907; PJ'opheten llnd Apostel­
lcgcl/den mbst ]z'il1gcrkatalogen des DorothClls und 
VCl'walldter Tcxtc (Texte 11lld UlItcl'sllc1il1l1gm xxxi., 3), 
D. Theodor Scberman, 190] ; ZII dm Sclll'lftm des 
i11almrios von JlJagllesia (Texte ullci Ulltc}'sllclullIgm 
xxxi., 4), Georg Schalkbausser, 1907. 

Pamphlet: H. P. BlavaisllY and the Masters of tlic 
Wisdolll, Annie Besant, 1907. 

LILIAN LLOYD, 

Librarian. 

Study Groups at Albemarle Street. 

To meet a want expressed by several members 
it has been decided to form groups in London for 
the study of special subjects. Anyone wishing to 
join such a group is asked to send his name and 
address to the 11on. Secretary of the Social Com­
mittee (or to the General Secretary), 28, 1\lbemarle 
Street, \V., in order to be put in touch with other 
nlelllilns interested in the same subject of study. 

A group for tile study of Egyptology is ahout to 
he started, and the Hon. Secretary will be glad 
to receive suggestions for the fOflllatioll of 
further groups. 

Monday Afternoon Meetings. 

Meetings will be held during the winter at 28, 
Albe111arle Street, \V., on Mondays, frolll 3.30 
to 4.30 p.111. 

The speakers during Decem her will be as 
follows: Dec. 2nd, Mr. Tames 1. \Vedgwood, 
"Eeligious Cerelllonies from the Occult Stand­
point" ; Dec. 9th, Miss Lilian Lloyd, "The Third 
Object of lbe Theosophical Society"; Dec. 16th, 
1Iiss Cbarlotte E. \\'oods, "Earllla." These 
meeting are for members and their friends. 

A. L. E. H. 

Elementary Study Group. 

A Class for St udy and Discl1ssion for Beginners 
is being formed, and will be carried Oll after 
Christmas under the snperintendence of Mrs. 
Currie. It will meet e\'t.;ry Tuesday afternoon 
from 3 to 4. 

Persons wislling to join are asked to send in 
their nall1es and addresses to the II on. Secretary 
of the Social Comlllittee, 28, Albemarle Street, \V. 

1\. L. E. 11. 

Social Committee Debating Society. 

The meetings 
Decelllhcr. Tlley 
part of Janllary. 
next i~suc. 

will he discontinlled during 
will he resulllCd ill the later 
The date will he annol1llced in 

L. G. 
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H. P. B. Lodge. 

OIl \\'edIlcsday, Decemher 4th, at 8 p.m., the 
Ee\,. Charles Voysey, B.A. will lecture at 28, 
Albemarle Street on "The Natural and Eational 
Eek;ion called 'Theism,' its Beliefs and its 
l:ou.ndation." All members of the Theosophical 
SOClety and friends are cordially invited. The 
Secretarial Offices of tile Lodge have been 
removed to 8, IllyerneSS Place, Bayswater, 'vV. 

S. I{. 

Physiology Class, H. P. B. Lodge. 

A Class is being formed, under the direction of 
:\Jiss Louise Appel, D.Se., l\I.B., B.S. (Loud.), 
for the study of Physiology in connection with 
Theosophy. The Class will meet on alternate 
Tuesday afternoons, 3.30 to 4.30, at 8, Inverness 
Place, Queen's Eoad, Bayswater, the dates in 
December being 3rd, 17th, and 31St of the month. 
Intending mCllliJers are asked to write to Miss 
Etllel ;,Iallet, at 21), Albemarle Street, 'IV. 

E. M. 1VI. 

West London Branch. 

For 1 wo years the ahove Branch has cOllllllellced 
SOUle of its Illeetings with vocal or instrumental 
music, usually concerted. The Secretary would 
be very glad to hear from any members who have 
stml.ied music, and who could help by singing or 
plaYlllg. As a rule no one person would be asked 
to !1elp more than twice in the quarter, so the 
obhgatlOns would not be heavy. 

8, Inverness Place, 
Dayswater, \V. 

H. \VHYTE. 

Study Class at Parliament Hill. 

A wcekly class for study is bcld at 18, Parlia­
lllent lIill !\Iansions, IIighg-ate Road, N.\V. on 
Thursdays at +.30 p.lIl. If allY members know 
of persons living ill the district who would like to 
;~t leml an clcmcl?tary cla.ss for Theosophical study, 
tlley are asked k1l1dly to Il1fOrlll l\Ilss Mallet at the 
~lbove addres~. '1'1:e book being studied at present 
lS jlldll alld hiS IJodzcs. 

Eo M. M. 

Group for Astrology. 

/\. group bas bee.n forn:ed for the study of 
Astrology, and meetIngs wIll be held at I), Inver­
ness Place, Queen's Road, Bayswater, 'IV., on Tues­
days at I) p.m.: Dec. 3nl, Elementary Class; Dec. 
loth, Lecture; Dec. 17th, Elementary Class; 
Dec. 2+tb, no mecting; Dec. 31St, Discussion. 
All T.S. members interested are welcome. 

AWrIIUI{ SLIm. 

Lecture List. 

Secretaries of Lodges and Centres arc d()sircd to sec 
that Jlotices for tlzis list arc sent regularly, to arrive l/ot 
l~tcr. titan. tft.e 20th of the mOllth. The accuracy of tltis 
lzst zs entzreLy dcpmdmt UPOll their zllforlllatioll. 

ANTWERP LODGE. Information from J. Claes­
sens, 300, Rue Provence (sud). 

BATH LODGE. 2, Argyle Street, on l\Iondays, 
at 8 p.m : Dec. 2nd, l\lember~' meeting; Dec. 9th, 
The Power of Thought, Miss Hilda Smith; Dec. 
I6tb, Theosophy and Christiallity. Information frOtH 
Miss Sweet, 36, Henrietta Street, Bath. 

B;Rl\l!NGHAM LODGE. Room No. 4, Midland 
Institute, on Sundays, at 6,30 p.m. Information 
from 11r. A. P. \Vilkins, 157, Hicrh Street 
Harborne, Birmingham. b' 

BOURNEMOUTH LODGE. Gestingthorpe, King's 
Park Road, on \Vednesdays, at 7.30 p.m., for 
members; for members and friends on the first 
and third Sundays, at 3.30 p.m. 

BRADFORD LODGE. 'vVednesdays, at 7.45 p.m., 
study of The Growth of tile SOlll, at Bank 13uildin rrs 
North Parade; Ladi~s' "At Home" on Thursda~s: 
at 3 p.m. Information from Miss Pattinson, 41, 
\Voodview, Bradford. 
,BRIGHTON LODGE. The Arts Club, 19, 'vVest 

Street, on Sundays, at 3.30 p.m. Information 
from Dr. King, 54, Compton Avenue. 

BRISTOL LODGE. Tuesdays, at 8.15 p.m., at 
20, Meridian Place, Clifton: Dec. loth, Tlleosophy 
and 1111 III all Consciollsness, l\Iiss Hilda Hodrrson­
Smith. Information from l\1r. Thomas Fre;;nan 
45, Redland Road. ' 

BRUSSELS, BRAKCHE ANGLO-BELGE. l\Ieetinrrs 
for members on the first and third Fridays, al~d 
for members, associates and enquirers on second 
and fourth Fridays. Information from the Secre­
tary, 19, Rue Forestiere, Avenue Louise. 

BRUSSELS, BRUSSELS LODGE. Information from 
A. Vanderstraeten, 19, I\ue des Commen;ants. 

BRUSSELS, DRAKCIIE CEKTRALE DELGE. 58 
Chaussee d'Ixelles. Study class, second, third 
and fourth Saturdays and second and fourth 
Tnesl!ays, at I) p.!l1. , ,Meetings on first Saturdays 
and first and third luesdays, at 8 p.m. Infor­
mation from the Secretary, 21, Eue du Vallon. 

BRUSSELS, BI{i\I\'CIIE DU LOTUS BLAKC. Thurs· 
days, at 4.30 p.m., at 58, Chanssee d'Ixelles, for 
young members and friends. Information froIll 
the Hon. Secretary, 199, J\venlle Alben, Uccle. 

DUI3LIN LODGE. Thursdays, at 8.15 p.m., at 
3'~, 'vVicklow Street: Dec. 4th, Karllla and Rcillcar­
nation, l\Trs. Greene ; Dec. I nh, A 1'{(III11Cllts for Re­
incarllation, P. I-Ioult; Dec. 18th, :3piritualislll and 
Rcincarnation. Mondays at + p.m., Study group. 

EASTJ30URNE CENTRE. l\Ieetings on \Vednes-
pays, at 8 p.m., at 67, Royal Parade. Enquiries 
to Miss Rosemary Greene, 67, Royal Parade. 

EDINJ3URGH LODGE. 130, George Street. Thurs­
days at 8 p.m.: Dec. 5th, Conversational meetin rr ; 
Dec. 12th, Pmct!cal VI/llle and Utility of Astrolob)!, 
A. \Vallace. Library open l\Iondays and Fridays, 
3.30 to 5:30 p.m. Enquiries to Mrs. Hay, 130, 
George Street. 
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EDINBURGH, SOUTH EDINBURGII CENTRE. 24, 
Newbattle Terrace, on second and fourth \;Yed­
llcsdays, at 8.15 p.m., from October to March, 
for study of Tile Light of Asia ami The I3uddltist 
CatechisJll. Information from Miss Pagan, 24, 
NelVbattle Terrace. 

EXETER LODGE. 19, l3edford Circus, on Fri­
days, at 8 p.m. For mcmbers only, first vVednes­
(hy in the month, at 2.45 p.m.; and Oll second and 
fourth Tuesdays, at 8 p.m. 

FOLKESTONE CENTl{E. Fortnightly meetings 
at the house of Mr. J. Huxtable, 2, Brockman 
Road. Information frolll this address. 

GLASGOW LODGE. Tuesdays, at 8 p.m., at the 
l\eligious Institution Eoen,,,, 200, Buchanan 
Street: Dec. 3rd and 17th, Study of Christianity; 
Dec. 10th, Eastern and rVestern Yogas, It. H. 
Andrews. Enquiries to Mr. J. P. AlIan, 5, West 
Regent Street, Glasgow. 

GLASGOW CENTRES. Information from: North, 
A. \Vallace, 136, Balgrayhill, Springlmrn; South, 
l\Irs. J. P. Allatl, I, Trefoil Gardcns, Shawlands; 
East, R J. Somerside, II8, Garthland Drive, 
Dcnnistoun ; vVcst, Mrs. J. T. \;Yard, 88, 
Balshagra y A venue, Particle 

GREENOCK CENTRE. Enquiries to Mr. John 
1\oss, 19, Nelson Street \Vest. 

HARROGATE LODGE. Theosophical Hall, Bculah 
Street, on Snndays, at 6.30 p.m.: Dec. 1st, 
Is Life UJorth Living? A. H. \iVilson; Dec. 8th, 
Proofs of Life after Dcatlt, D. S. \Vard ; Dec. Isth, 
The Religion of tlte lJcautljlll, A. O. Eavcs; Dec. 
22nd, his Unveiled, R. A. Coulthard; Dec. 29th, 
Occultism, T1'IIe alld False, Hodgson A. Smith. 
Lodge meetings on Fridays, at 7.30 p.m., at 12, 
East Parade, for the study of Elements of Theo­
sophy and SOJ/le Varieties of Religious Experiellce. 

HULL LODGE. Information from H. E. Nichol, 
Beech Croft, Newland Park, Hull. 

LEEDS, LEEDS LODGE. Leeds Arts Club 
Rooms, 18, Park Lane, on Tuesdays, at 7.30 p.m. 

LEEDS, LEEDS CENTRE. Information from Miss 
Kennedy, 38, Potternewton Lane, Lep.ds. 

LIVERPOOL, CITY OF LIVERPOOL LODGE. 
\iVednesdays, at 18, Colquitt Street, at 7.45 p.lll.: 
Dec. 4th, Frccwill ill Helatioll to Astrology, E. C. 
M inton; Dec. I nh, ReillCal'llatioll, E. Wood; Dec. 
18th, Study class. Study circle on Mondays, at 
3 p.m. Information from tbe Secretary, 18, 
Col(juitt Street. 

LONDON, ADELPIII LODGE. Mondays, at 7.30 
p.m., at 21, Cecil Court, St. Martin's Lanc, \iV.C. 

LONDON, 13ATTERSEA LODGE. Sundays, at 7 
p.1l1., at the Central Puulic Library, Lavender 
Hill, S.\V.: Dec. 1St, lviitliraisJll a1ld Christiallity, 
J. l\T. 'N atkins ; Dec. 8th, The Descent of lvi an, 
W. c. \Vorsdell; Dec. 15th, TIle Psychology of 
RcZigious Experience, A. Haddock; Dec. 22nd, 
Poetry and Spiritual Life, Miss Lilian Lloyd; Dec. 
29th, TiJlle : Illld tlie AjJilirs of 111 an, A. P. Cattanach. 
Enquiries to 1\1r. A. P. Cattanach, 27, Dault 
[{oad, \Vandsworth Common. 

LONDON, BLAVATSKY LODGE. Thursdays, at 
8.30 p.m., at 28, Alllemarle Street, \V.: Dec. 5th, 
Tile God-Sphercs: (/11 i'-'ijyptiall M yslcry iJoctri1lc, 
G. E. S. l\Jead; Dec. 12th, SciCllce and the SII1'er-

Material, A. M. Glass; Dec. 19th, Secret Tradition 
in Christiall Tillles, A. E. \Vaite. Sundays at 7 p.m. 
(opcn to visitors): Dec. 1St, Faith and Progress, 
Miss McCartllY; Dec. 8th, SPade Work, Miss 
Lilian Lloyd; Dec. 15th, The CliP, Mrs. Hooper. 

LONDON, CROUCH END CENTRE. Sundays, at 
6,30 p.m., at the Assembly Rooms, l\Iiddle Lane, 
Cronch End, N.: Dec. 1st, Pi/rsifal, A. S. Banks; 
Dec. 8th, BrotlurllOod ami its Ideals, F. Thoresby; 
Dec. 15th, Hight DiscriJllillatioll, L. S. Jast. In­
formation from Bertram G. Theobald, The 
Hawthorns, Hornsey Lane, N. 

LONDON, CROYDON LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 
S p.ll1., at 18A, Katharine Street, Croydon: Dec. 
4th and 18th, Study Class; Dec. I nh, Islalll alld 
Theosophy, A. P. Cattanach : Dec. 25th, no meeting. 
Information from Fred Horne, 4, Kynaston Road, 
Thornton Heath. 

LONDON, H.P.B. LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 28, 
Albemarle Street, \V., at 8 p.m.: Dec. 4th, The 
NatnraZ and Rati01lal Religion ca lied "Theism," Its 
Beliefs alld Its FOllndation, 1\ev. Charles Voysey; 
Dec. IIth, TIlc Claims of Esperanto, S. Nicbol; Dec. 
18th, The Fonlldatiolls of the Sciellce of Ps),chology, 
Dr. LOllise Appel. Information from Sidncy 
li:ansom, S, Inverness Place, Dayswater, \V. 

LONDON, HAMPSTEAD LODGE. 9, Lyncroft 
Gardens, Finchley Eoad, N.\;Y., on Mondays, 
at 8 p.m.: Dec. 2nd, Will, l\Iiss C. E. \Voods; 
Dec. 9th, Stlldy class; Dec. 16th, ThaI/gM and 
Hcalisation, Mrs. Leo. 

LONDON, IIAIIIPSTEAD HEATH CENTRE. Tues­
days, at 8.15 p.m., at Stanfield House, Prince 
Arthur Road: Dec. 3rd, On Advallcemcnt, l\Iiss 
Aphra \Vilson; Dec. 10th, SOllle Snbtle Dangers of 
To-day, R. H. Staniforth; Dec. 17th, The Cup, 
Mrs. Hoopcr. Enquiries to Miss K. Shaw, 
Stanfield House, Hampstead, N.\\'. 

LONDON, LEWISHAM CENTRE. Tuesdays, at 8 
p.m., at 7, Avenue Itoad, Lewisham: Dec. 3rd, 
Gcorge M acdollald, Miss Lilian Lloyd; Dec. 10th, 
The Spirit of Religion, H. \Vhyte; Dec. 17th, Tlleo­
sophy, ]. M. \Vatkins. Information from Albert 
Haddock, 176, Fort Road, Bermondsey, S.E. 

LONDON, LOTUS CIRCLE. Meetings for children 
all Sundays, at 3 p.m., at 8, Inverness Place, 
Queen's l{oad, \V. All children are welcome. 
Older visitors lllay attend on the first SUllday of 
the month. 

LONDON, NORTH LONDON LODGE. \Vednesdays, 
at 8,30 p.m., at 25, COlllpton I\oad, Higbbnry, N.: 
Dec. 4th, Esoteric Christiallity, Miss C. E. Woods; 
Dec. lIth, TIle WIl)' oftlte Spirit ill the Ellst alld the 
West, J. M. \Vatkins; Dcc. 18th, Buddhislll alld 
ReiucarnatioJl, A. C. March. 

LONDON, WEST LONDON LODGE. 8, Inverness 
Place, Queen's Road, \V., on Fridays, at 8 p.m. : 
Dec. 6th, Study of Christianity and Theosophy; 
Dec. 13th, The Psychology of Religious Experiellces, 
H. Twelvetrees. 

MANCHESTER, MANCHESTER CITY LODGE. 
26, Victoria Street, Manchester. Lodge meetings 
on Tuesdays, at 7.30 p.m. Sundays at 6.+0 p.m., 
Lectures by E. \Vood: Dcc. 1st, Evolutioll of tile 
S'OIlI; Dec. oth, TIle lWlcr alld tlte Ulller Mlln; Dec. 
15th, HeiJlcamatioll; Dec. 2211d, IVlmt is Death, and 
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IV/lilt is it for? Information fronl Miss Ker, Darollc, 
1[ cllor, Marple Bridge. 

MANCHESTER, DIDSBUlZY LOIJGI':. Spath Lodge, 
Spatll Eoad, Didslmry. Information frolll the 
Hon. Secretary, at the above address. 

1IAt\CHESTEI\, SOUTH 1IAt\CHESTER LODGE. 
Palmerston Hall, Palmerstoll Street, Tvloss Side. 
Information from the Hon. Secretary, 180, Clifton 
Street, Brooks's Bar, Manchester. 

MANCHESTER, U R:VISTO\i CENTRE. Meetings at 
I I ,Gloucester H.d., U r111ston, on Sunday afternoons. 
Information froll! Mrs. J ones, at above address. 

MARGATE CENTRE. Information from Mr. 
H. A. Vasse, 7, Connaught Road, Margate. 

1\IERTHYR TYDVIL CENTRE. Meetings on Sun­
days, at 7.30 p.m., at Trevethick Hall. 

MIDDLESBROUGH LODGE. Meetings held fort­
nightly, at 46, Linthorpe Road. 

NOTTINGHAM LODGE. vVednesdays, at 8 p.m., 
at 2, vVellington Circus, study of The Bhagavad 
GU,l; Fridays, at 3.30 p.m., a ladies' reading class, 
and on alternate Sundays, at 7 p.m., study class. 

OXFORD CENTRE. 12, Park Crescent, on \i\Ted­
nesdays, at 8.30 p.m.: Dec. 4th, Pragmatism, Mrs. 
Warren; Dec. I Ith, Reading; Dec. J8th, Bodies 
of Man, Frl. vVuschack. Study of The Anciellt 
rVisdolll on Sundays, at 3 p.m., and ladies' read­
ing group fortnightly. Information from Mrs. 
Anderson, Fairacres House, Oxford. 

PLYMOUTH LODGE. Fridays, at 8.30 p.m., and 
Sundays, at 6,30 p.m., at IO, Pentillie Road, 
Mutley. Meetings on Sundays and the first 
Friday in the month are open to the public. 
Enquiries to H .. J. Ellis, 53, Peverell Park Road. 

RIPON CENTRE. 2, Ashville, on Fridays, at 
8 p.m., for the study of The Path of Discipleship. 
Information from John Monger, at above address. 

SHEFFIELD LODGE. Bainbridge Buildings, New 
Surrey Street, on \Vednesdays, at 7.30 p.111., study 
of A Study ill COllsciollsness. Sundays, at 6,30 p.m. 

SOUTHAMPTON LODGE. 58, London I~o:td, 
Tuesdays, at 8,30 p.m., and Sundays, at 3.30 p.m. 
Enquiries to Mrs. Hollick," Henley," H.oberts 
I~oad, Hill. 

SOUTHSEA CENTRE. Enquiries to S. H. Old, 
6-f, Graham I\oad, Southampton. 

SURBlTON LODGE. Meetings on Sundays, at 
7 p.m., at Felsted, Crane's Park, Surbiton: Det:. 
1st, 011 the Borderland of Theosophy, Basil Hodgsoll­
Smith; Dec. 8th, Theosophy ill IlIdia, Mrs. 
1\.ansom; Dec. 15th, Fait/z, Alan Leo. Informa­
tion from l\lrs. Dexter, Holly House, Thame,; 
Street, \V ey bridge. 

TYNE SIDE LODGE. Last Slll1l1ay of the month, 
at 6,30 p.m., at Lily House, Ocean View, \Vhitley 
Bay, and class for study on Tuesdays, at 8 p.I11., 
at 80, Saville Street, North Shields. 

VVAKEI'IELD LODGE. Tuesdays, at 8 p.m., at I, 

\Vest Parade, for the study of Karma. Inforlll:ttion 
from C. A. Brotherton, Cn ven House, Belle Vue, 
Wakefield. 

Y Ol{K LODGE. vVednesdays, at 8 p.m., at the 
Theosophical 11<1.11, High Ollsegate: Dec. 4th, 
The Path of the Masters, \V. H. Sanderson; Dec. 
T nh, Spiritual V isioll, M rs. Bell. Inforlllation 
from J. E. H.eid, 49, Grosvenor Terrace, York. 

CORRESPON DENCE. 

THE 1'1(1':SIDENT AND TlIE ])OAl{j) OF COt\T1WL. 

1 have just received the October number of TilE 
VAHAN alld read the admirable speech of Mrs. 
Besant, deli vered at the COI1\'ention of the American 
Section of the Theosophical Society. I fully agree 
with its contents; bu~ there is a remark therein 
which attracted my special attention and which I 
consider it 111y duty to Ilotice. It says that" only 
the dissolution of the then Board of Control made 
it possible for Col. Olcott to remain as Presi­
dent." Now it happens that at that time, in 
1884, I was unfortunate enough to be Chairman 
of the said Board of Control; but had very little 
control over that Boarclmyself. This Board was 
instituted at the time when Col. Oleott and H. P. 
Blavatsky went to Europe, and its duty was to 
take chari{e of the affairs at headquarters during 
their absence, and when Col. Oleott returned to 
Adyar the Board of Coutrol, as a matter of course, 
ceased to exist and was dissol ved, there being no 
further reason for its continued existence. 

My hack has been hroad enough to carry 
silently ancl for many years, the sins of other 
people; but on tbis occasion I consider it my duty 
to defend that Board of Control against the in­
sinuation that it wanted to deprive Col. Olcott of 
any of his presidential prerogatives. 

DR. F. HARnIANN. 

THE LONDON LODGE. 

At a largely attended meeting of the London 
Lodge of the Theosophical Society, held on 
Saturday, October 26th, "To consider the present 
state and prospects of the Theosophical Society 
and determine whether it is desirable to make any 
al tera tion in the relations of the London Lodge 
and the Society at large," the following resolution 
was proposed by Mr. H. P. Boulnois, seconded by 
Mr. scott Elliot, and passed unanimously: 

" That the London Lodge as a body desires to express 
its disapproval of the action of Mrs. Besant in pressing 
Mr. Sillllett to resign the office of Vice-l're~ident of the 
Theosophical Society, tllP tenure of which, by him, was 
regarded by the Lodge as a safegllard for the old 
traditions of the Society. I\Irs. Besant's action in the 
matter seems to have been dictated by her desire to 
secnre uniformity of opinion with herself on the part of 
all officials in the Society, an attitude contrary to the 
broad-lllinded principles hitherto recognised in the 
Society. Also the London Lodge desires to express its 
warm regard for II1r. Sin nett and its great appreciation 
of the invalllable services he has rendered to Theosophy 
and to the Lodge. Its members desire to record their 
unboulllled confidence in him as their President, and to 
assure him of their confldence that the best interests of 
the Lodge and of the great principles of Theosophy are 
safe in his haIllls." 

The following resolution was then proposed by 
:'Ir. C. B. \Vheeler, seconded by Mr. Langdon 
Da vies, and passed unanimously: 

" That the London Lodge, while unable to accept as 
authentic the recent mallifestations at Adyar, feels that 
it would not be in the interests of the Theosophic 
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movement for it, ;e( present, (0 sever its conllexioll wiih 
the Society, and (ila( (he: Prcsident be ]'C(I'[(:s(ed (0 

embody the abovc resullltion in a letter (0 the V,\IIAN." 

The London Lodge represents, by the L1nbroken 
continuity of its records, the original "Dritish 
Theosophical Society," established in this country 
long hefore any other branches were thOll;..:ht of. 
Its independence was maintained up to a com­
paratively recent date, and it is conceivable that 
under some circumstances it might act wisely by 
reverting to its original status and designation. 

A. P. SIKKETT, 

Presideut L.L., T.S. 

H. P. B. LODGE. 

With reference to the paragraph under the 
heading "Suggested Central Group" in last 
mOnlh's V1HAl', it will k, of interest to members 
to learn that sl1ch Groups as were suggested at 
the last Convention have already been formed by 
the H. P. B. Lodge. A programme of work has 
been mapped out that attempts at covering the 
ground represented by the three objects of the 
Society, and a broad outline of the scheme can be 
obtained from the Hon. Secretary, 8, Inverness 
Place, W. 

Any member of the Theosophical Society, 
whether belonging to the H. P. B. Lodge or not, 
is invited to co-operate with the existing Groups, 
or, if no suitable Group be already formed, to 
suggest the lines of the particular study desired. 
By these means, isolated students may be brought 
together and much fruitful labour result. 

The H. P. B. Lodge gladly olfers assistance to 
either Lodges or individual members in tbe bring­
ing together of congenial workers and, if desired, 
the arranging of meetings for the same. 

S. R. 

The above appears to ha ve been written under 
a misunderstanding. The notice referred to re­
lated to the forming and linking together of Groups 
throughout the British Section and not to the work 
of individual Lodges, which of course would not 
be interfered with. 

KATE SPINK, 

GCMral Secretary. 

EARLY TIIEOSOPHICAL LITERATU RE. 

Will you allow l11e a little space in which (0 lay 
a suggestion before the readers of TIlE VAIIAN ? 

On looking over A l'vlodcm Pallal'ion recently­
which has" Voi. 1." inscribed upon it, and which 
contains only such articles by lVIme. Blavatsky as 
were written not later than the year 1882-it 
struck me how greatly it is to be regretted that 
her later writings have never been collected and 
published; many of these saw the light in volumes 
(of Lucifer, The Theosophist, etc.) that are now 
beyond the easy reach of most Theosophical 
students; others there may bc, and probably are, 
of which I, for one, do not even know. 

Could not tllU goocl work begun with A Modcrll 
jJa1lllriGIl be hl'Ullght to a conclusioIl, 10 the great 
advantage of all? I understaIld Unt thc,rc ll1ay 
be difficulties ill lhe way; one of tbese might 
perhaps be Sl1rmollllted by a collectioIl beillg 
made in the Society ill order to defray the cost of 
publication. Could sllch a volume as is proposed 
be issued its utility would be furtber enhanced by 
the addition of a good Index. 

I should like to dra IV attention also to the great 
need felt by many students of such a work as The 
Theosophical Glossary. If Lt republication of the 
latter were possible it would certainly be eagerly 
welcomed by them, in spite of such errors and 
omissions as it may contain. 

FADRIZIO RUSPOLI. 

PRIZE STORIES. 

In the interests of the little ones one of our 
members desires to oHer five prizes of onC! guinea 
each for the five best short stories illustrating the 
fi ve following subjects: 

I. Brotherhood; 2. Kindness to Animals; 3. 
Forgiveness; 4. Future Life; 5. Self-sacrifice. 

The prize stories would be published in tbe 
Lotus jourllal and afterwards in book form. If tlte 
response to this offer is sufficiently good a further 
set of five stories may be required. The object 
is to place ethical teaching from a theosopbic 
standpoint before quite little children. 

Conditions: r. The stories must not exceed 
2,000 words. 2. Be written clearly, or typed, on 
one side of the paper only. 3. Be sent to The 
Mallager, Theosophical Publishing Society, r6r, 
New Bond Street, London, VV., before February 
1st, 1908, marked" Prize Slory" on the envelope. 
i. A stamped and addressed envelope should 
accompany the MS. if return is desired of any 
story not winning a prize,s. Writers may adopt 
a 110111 de plume for publication but the name and 
address lllllSt accompany the 1'1'1 SS. 

I venture to hope this offer mcty meet with 
a response which will be useful in forwarding the 
efforts of the Lotus l\Iovement to gain and hold 
the interest of the children. 

EDITH \V,\RD. 

The subscription to TIlE VAHAN for those who 
are not members of the British Section of the 
Theosophical Society is 2S. 6d. per annum, post 
free. Single copies, 3d. eacb, may be obtained from 
the Theosophical Publishing Society, 161, New 
Bond Street, W., to whom subscriptions should 
also be sent. No back numbers can be supplied. 

All cOlllJllunications for the follo1villg isslle must be in 
the IWllds of the Editor by the 20th of the month at 
latest. Secretaries of BraJ1ches arc particularly requested 
to note this. 

Printed by the WOMEN'S PRINTING SOCIETY, LIMn·EIJ. 66 and 6S, \lVhilcomh Street, w.e. 
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SPECIAL CONVENTION. 

IN accordance with Rule 5 the Executive Com­
mittee, upon the expressed desire of eleven 
Branches, have requested me to call a Special 
Convention for the consideration and amendment 
of the Rules of the Section. It has been decided 
to hold this Convention in the Lecture Room, at 
28, Albemarle Street, on Saturday, April 4th, at 
2.30 p.m., and Branches and members are. hereby 
notified of the arrangement. With this issue of 
THE VlHAN is sent an agenda paper containing 
the rules as recommended to the Convention by 
the Rules Committee appointed by the last Annual 
Convention, held in July, 1907. According to the 
resolution then passed, the Committee, consisting 
of the Executive Committee and such others as 
they invited to assist, were to report to the Con­
vention of 1908, and to print their report in the 
May VAHAN. Owing to a general desire to hasten 
the carrying out of any alterations which may be 
decided upon and to bring them within the current 
year, this resolution cannot be carried out literally, 
and the consideration of the report will take place 
at the Special Convention instead of the usual one 
in July. The Rules Committee have, therefore, 
pushed forward their work with the greatest 
possible speed, and four meetings have been held, 
the last three in successive weeks. 

The members of the Rules Committee are as 
follows: Mrs. Betts, H. Burrows,A. P. Cattanach, 
D. N. Dunlop, A. J. Faulding, O. Firth, A. M. 
Glass, Miss E. M. Green, Dr. A. King, Miss 
Lilian Lloyd, E. E. Marsden, G. R. S. Mead, Dr. 
Nunn, A. P.Sinnett, Hodgson Smith, Miss Spink, 
W. H. Thomas and Miss vVard. 

Further amendments tothe Rules may, of course, 

be brought forward at the meeting by any mem­
ber. Branch Secretaries are reminded of Rule 6, 
requiring them to send in lists of their members 
before any Convention. In cases where there may 
be any doubt as to the number of votes belonging 
to a Branch immediate attention should be given 
to this, and the Secretary should inform me of the 
votes claimed and the details of the membership 
upon which the claim is based. 

The arrangements as to representation are the 
same as for the Annual Convention and represen­
tatives (other than Presidents) of Branches should 
have written credentials. 

It is not proposed to hold any other than 
the business meeting in connection with this 
Convention. 

KATE SPINK, 
General Secretary. 

LOST BOOKS. 

The following books have been taken from 28, 
Albemarle Street without permission. It is re· 
quested that they may be restored as soon as 
possible: 

Atlalltis Ignatius Donnelly. 
Bhagavad GUd, The (tr.) A. 1\1. Sastri. 
Brother of the Third Degree, A 'vV. L. Garner. 
Clef des Grands Mysteres, La Eliph:ls Levi. 
Cosmic Consciousness (ed.) R. J\1. Buck. 
Horoscope and How to Read It, The Alan Leo. 
Idyll of the White Lotus, The Mabel Collins. 
Morning Thoughts for the Year Annie Besant. 
Ocmlt Sciences, The A. E. \Vaite. 
Ocean of TheosoPhy, The \V. Q. Judge. 
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and 

Mr. Hyde, The R. L. Stevenson. 

LILIAN LLOYD, 
Librarian. 
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PERIODICALS REQUIRED. 

The Section Library is in need of the following 
numbers of periodicals to complete volumes for 
binding. Any of them that can be spared by 
members will be gratefully received by the 
Librarian. 
EoUctino della Sezione Italialla.- Vol. 1., No. 3. 
Celltral Hilldu College Magazille.-Vvl. IV., No. 12. 

Vol. Vr., No. 9. Vol. VII., No. 6. 
Fragllle1lts.-Vol. I., Nos. 2, 3, 4. 
11Iiciacioll, La.-Vol. I., Nos. I, 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,12. 
Luz !vIeulal.-Vol. n., Nos. 1,2, 3,4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 

I I, 12. 
i\fessage of Theosophy, The.-Vol. 11., Nos. 5, 6, 7, 

8,9, 10, Il, 12. Vol. Ill., Nos. 1,2,3,4,5, 6, 
7, 8, 10. 

Mitteilullgm.-No. 4. 
Sopltia (Revista Meusltal)-Vol. IL, Nos. 2,4,5,6, 

7,8,9, 10,11,12. 
Sopltia (Revista Teosojica).-Vol. XII., Nos. I, 6. 

Vol. XIIL, Nos. 1,5,6,8,9, 12. Vol. XIV., 
Nos. I, 2, 3, 5, 6,9, I!' Vol. XV., Nos. I, 5. 

Splzillx.-Vol. V., No. 2. Vol. IX., Nos. 1, 2, 
3,4,5,6. 

Teosojisk Tidskrift.-Vol. XVII., No. 11. 
Tlieosophic Glealler, The-Vol. XV1., Nos. 2,], 4,5, 

6,7,8,9,10,11,12. 
T7zeosoplzie.-Vol. 1., Nos. 3, 5. 6. Vol. IL, No. 5. 

Vol. IlL, No. 7. Vol. IV., Nos. 2, 9. 
Tlzc050jisch Maalldblad.-Vol. II., Nos. 1,2,11. 
Verdad, La-Vol. I., Nos. 1,7,9,10,11,12. 

ACTIVITIES. 

Donations to the General Fund. 

The following donations have been received to 
February 20th: P. N., £2 25.; S. C. C., [10; 
A. P. C., 105. Total, £12 12S. 

Study Groups at Albemarle Street. 

To meet a want,expressed by several members 
it has been decided to form groups in London for 
the study of special subjects. Anyone wishing to 
join such a group is asked to send his name and 
address to the Hon. Secretary of the Social Com­
mittee (or to the General Secretary), 28, Albemarle 
Street, 'vV., in order to be put ill touch with other 
members interested in the same subject of study. 
A Group for the study of Egyptology has been 
started, and the Hon. Secretary will be glad to 
recei ,'e suggestions for the formation of further 
groups. 

Section Reference Library. 

The following books have been presented to the 
Library: 

The Story of Isis and Osiris, Lily Schofield, 1907 ; 
Th: New Word, 1907; Teoszojia, Nagy Dezso, 1907; 
Reillcaruatioll and Melltal Scieltce, Paul Tyner, 1897; 

Moming Land, 190+; Scimtia Cltl'isti, Henry VarIey, 
1902; ThCosoplzie, Rudolf Stein er, 1904; Scimtijic 
M aterialislII, Sidney Billing, 1879; Ecsta,tics of 
Genius, J. W. Jackson, 1859; Reasonable ReligioJl, 
1893; Kalevala, the Land of Heroes, trs. \V. F. 
Kirby, 1907; The Universal Kinship, J. Howard 
Moore, 1906. 

Pamphlets: Ed'Ward Cal'pCllter, Tom Swan, 1902 ; 
Giebt es ein Lcben Jlach delll Tode? Bernhard Hubo, 
190 1. 

The following books have been purchased: 
Del' Erste ClelllCllsbrief, Carl Schmidt, 1908; ZlIr 
Textegeschichte del' Civitas Dei A llgllstills, Bernhard 
Dombart, 1908 (Texte ztud Ulltersllchllllgen, xxxii., 
I and 2A.) 

LILlAN LLOYD, 

Librarian. 

Monday Afternoon Meetings. 

The following are the subjects of the lectures 
for March to be given at :28, Albemarle Street, on 
Mondays at 3.30 p.m.: Mar. 2nd, "The Magic 
of Egypt," Mrs. Betts; Mar. 9th, "The Over 
Man," C. B. \Vheeler; Mar. 16th, "From the 
Rlll11dyalla," J. C. Chatterji; Mar. 23rd, "Occult 
Occurrences in the Lives of the Saints and Holy 
Men," James 1. \Vedgwood; Mar. 30th, "\Vhy I 
Joined the T.S.," IVliss E. M. Mallet. The 
attendance of visitors is invited. 

A.L.E.H. 

Social Committee Debating Society. 

The meetings in March will take place on the 
second and fourth Fridays, at 28, Albemarle Street, 
at 3.15 p.m. 

Fl'iday, I 3th.-Opener: Miss M. Legge. Subject: 
" That action even when harmful is better than 
inaction." 

Friday, 27th.-Opener: Mrs. O. Fordham. Sub­
ject: "That it is desirable in the interests of the 
State that women should now share men's work 
on all governing bodies, and fit themselves to enter 
Parliament at some future date." 

L. S. 

London Federation. 

The next Meeting of the London Federation 
will be held on Saturday, April 4th, at 28, Albe­
marle Street, 'vV., at 8 o'clock, when the Rev. 
Father R. Hugh Benson, l\1.A., has consented to 
speak on "Christian Mysticism." Committee 
meNs at 7.30 p.m. 

P. T. 

Mr. Mead's Lectures. 

The dates and subjects of Mr. Mead's next 
course of lectures are as follows; 

Mar. 3rd, "The Gnostic Crucifixion"; Mar. 
loth, "The Mystery of the Cross"; Mar. I7tp, 
24th, 31st, and April 7th, "The Chaldcean Oracles." 

, 
1 
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These famous Oracles of the Fire will be'treated 
from a new standpoint as fragments of a Mystery­
poem, and a new version will be offered, based on 
the most recent critical study of the text. 

The lectures will be delivered on Tuesdays, at 
5 p.m., in the Lecture Room, at 28, Albemarle 
Street, VI. Course tickets, 7s. 6d. each, may be 
obtained from the Theosophical Publishing Society, 
161, New Bond Street, 'vV., or at the door. 
Admission to each lecture, 2S. 

Theosophy in the Midlands. 

The Harrogate Lodge Propaganda Committee 
wishes to invite the co-operation of members of 
the British Section in a propaganda scheme, which 
they are organising, embracing four towns in the 
Midlands. 

Up to the present Theosophy has had very 
slight representation in the Midland counties, and 
this Committee purposes organising a series of 
four lectures at each of the following towns: Derby, 
Burton, Loughborough, and Leicester. It is after­
wards intended to establish study classes in each 
place, to be assisted by neighbouring Lodges, and 
it is hoped that such classes will later develope into 
centres or Lodges. 

It is proposed to hold two lectures each week at 
each of the four towns visited: two lectures being 
given on Sunday in the town falling to that day; in 
this way the sixteen lectures will be accomplished 
in a fortnight. 

The lectures will take place during the latter 
part of March, and the services of Miss Edith 
Ward, Mr. 'vVedgwood, Mr. Ernest Wood and 
Miss H. Hodgson Smith have been obtained as 
lecturers. 

Mr. Hodgson Smith has volunteered to act as 
Chairman at all the meetings, and will undertake 
the lending and selling of Theosophical literature 
at the lectures and the transfer of the same from 
town to town on the circuit. 

The assistance of all members of the British 
Section is asked for either in the way of funds, or 
by sending to the Committee the names and 
addresses of any friends in the places mentioned 
who might be interested in Theosophy, or would 
be willing to lend their drawing-rooms for" At 
Homes" on the afternoon of the day when a public 
lecture is arranged in that town. 

It must be apparent to everyone that such a 
series of meetings as is proposed will entail con­
siderable expense, and it is in the confidence that 
many members in different towns will be willing 
to assist financially in the scheme that a Lodge 
Committee has ventured on this work. 

All donations or other communications should 
be sent to 'vVm. Bell, or to Hilda Hodgson Smith, 
Hon. Secretary, Harrogate Lodge Propaganda 
Committee, at 12, East Parade, Harrogate. 

H. H.S. 

Northern Federation. 
The fifty-sixth Conference of the Northern 

Federation was held in Sheffield on February 15th, 
and was presided over by Mr. Sinnett. 

There was a good attendance of members, and 
the Conference was enthusiastic and harmonious. 
Mr. Sin nett lectured upon" My earliest touch with 
Theosophy," and delighted all with his vivid and 
dramatic account of Mme. Blavatsky as he lmew 
her in India. There was also a discussion upon 
Occultism, to which he contributed much interesting 
information. 

On Sunday afternoon :Mr. Sinnett attended at 
the Lodge Room and answered questions for an 
hour, and 011 Sunday night gave a lecture upon 
"The Super-Physical Planes of Nature," when 
the Lodge Room was filled to its utmost capacity 
and everyone was interested and impressed. We 
all wished that Mr. Sinnett would come among 
us more often and give us the benefit of his per­
sonal influence, which we very highly appreciated. 
The next Conference will be held in Harrogate 
during May. 

HODGSON SMITH. 
10, East Parade, Harrogate. 

Activities in Hammersmith. 
Under the auspices of the Activities' Com­

mittee and with a view to forming a new Centre 
of Theosophical thought and work, a public 
lecture is being arranged in Hammersmith. Miss 
Edith Ward will be the speaker, and her subject 
will be " Thoughts are Things"; a very intere~t­
ing series of lantern-slides will be shown. The 
lecture will be delivered on Tuesday evening, 
March lOth, at 8 p.m., in the L.C.C. School, close 
to Ravenscourt Park Station (S.\V. and District 
Railway). Tickets, reserved IS., and admission 6d., 
may be obtained from the Theosophical Publishing 
Society, 161, New Bond Street, \V., from Mr. 'vV. 
C. \Vorsdell, 27, Flanders Road, Chiswick, or at 
the door on the night of the lecture. 

This public address will be followed by some lec­
tures at a smaller room; members resident in 
Hammersmith or the neighbourhood are specially 
asked to help to make the enterprise a success; 
they should comtllunicate with 1\1 r. \\' orsdell. 
Donations towards the inevitable expenses attend­
ing the formation of a new centre, viz., hire of 
room, printing and the provision of a small Lending 
Library, may be sent to the General Secretary. 

Surbiton Lodge. 
Under the auspices of the above Lodge a Lec­

ture will be given by Miss Edith \Vard, on Satur­
day, March 14th, on "Thought Forms," with 
lantern illustrations kindly supplied by Mr. \V. 
J. Sidley, at the Surbiton Assembly Rooms, 
Surbiton. All members of the Society are cordially 
invited to attend. 

T. DEXTER. 

Lecture List. 
Secretaries of Lodges and Centres are desired to see 

tltat notices for this list are se1lt regularly, to arrive 1I0t 
later than the 20th of the month. The accuracy of this 
list is entirely depelldeut UP01l their information. 

ANTWERP LODGE. Information from J. Claes­
sens, 300, Rue Provence (sud). 
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BATH LODGE. 2, Argyle Street, on Mondays, 
at 8 p.m.: Mar. 2nd, Members' meeting; Mar. gth, 
Real Occult Training, J. C. Chatterji; Mar. 16th, 
A Modern ,'\lagiciml, Miss E. Severs; Mar. 23rd, 
The TYile Place of Woman in the World, Miss Hayllar; 
1\1 ar. 30th, Tlte Factors of Evol1ltion, \V. c. 
\Vorsdell. Information from Miss Sweet, 36, 
Henrietta Street, Bath. 

BIRMINGHAM LODGE. Room No. 4, Midland 
Institute, on Sundays, at 6,30 p.m. Information 
from Mr. A. P. \Vilkins, 157, High Street, 
Harborne, Birmingham. 

BIR~lIXGHA~I, "ANNIE BESANT" LODGE. J7, 
Summer Row, on Sundays, at 6.30 p.m. Study 
class on Saturdays, at 7 p.m. On Sundays, Mar. 
1st (in the Council Room of the Midland Institute), 

Religious Ce1'ClIlonies in the Light of Occltltism, J. I. 
vVedgwood; Mar. 8th (Council Room), The Inner 
aJld tlte Outer ~fall, E. \iVood. Information from 
M.rs. Elsie Smith, The Cedars, Hall Green, 
Birtllingham. 

BOURNEMOUTH LODGE. Gestingthorpe, King's 
Park Road, on \Vednesdays, at 7.30 p.m., for 
members: for members and friends on the first 
and third Sundays, at 3.30 p.m. 

BRADFORD LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 7.45 p.m., 
at Bank Buildings, North Parade: March 4th, 
Tile Evollltion of tlte SOIlI, Rev. J. Todd-Ferrier; 
March 11th, Study of The Key to Theosophy; March 
J8th, Tlte Valile oj Psychic PlttllOIllClIa, O. Firth; 
March 25th, Problems of tlte Self, 'vV. H. Thomas. 
Ladies' "At Home" on Thursdays, at 3 p.m. In­
formation from Miss Pattinson, 41, \Voodview, 
Bradford. 

BRIGHTON LODGE. The Arts Club,lg, \Vest 
Street, on Sundays, at 3.30 p.m. Information 
from Dr. King, 54, Compton Avenue. 

BRISTOL LODGE. Tuesdays, at 8.15 p.m., at 
20, l\Ieridian Place, Clifton: Mar. 17th, The 
l'dyslic Aspect of Architecture, F. Bligh Bond; Mar. 
24th, Babylolliall alld Egyptian Thought, Prof. E. 
Sibree; Mar. 31st, The lVletllOdsof Scientific Enquiry, 
\V. C. vVorsdelI. Information from Mr. Thomas 
Freeman, 30, Crol11well Road. 

BRUSSELS, BRANCHE ANGLO~BELGE. Meetings 
on Fridays. Information from the Secretary, 19, 
Rue Forestiere, Avenue Louise. 

BRUSSELS, BRUSSELS LODGE. Inforrnation from 
A. Vanderstraeten, 19, Rue des COl1lmen;:allts. 

BRUSSELS, BRANCHE CENTRALE BELGE. 58, 
Chaussee d'Ixelles. Study class, second, third 
and fourth Saturdays and second and fourth 
Tuesdays, at 8 p.m. Meetings on first Saturdays 
and .first and third Tuesdays, at 8 p.m. Infor­
mation from the Secretary, 21, Rue du Vallon. 

BRUSSELS, BRA~CHE DU LOTUS BLAKC; Thurs­
days, at 4.30 p.m., at 58, Chaussee d'Ixelles, for 
young members and friends. Information from 
the Hon. Secretary, Igg, Avenue Alben, Uccle. 

DUBLIN LODGE. Thursdays, at 8.15 p.m., at 
34, \Vicklow St. Mondays at4 p.m., Study group. 

EASTBOURNE CENTRE. Meetings on Wednes-
days, at 8 p.m., at 67, Royal Parade. Enquiries 
to Miss Rosemary Greene, 67, Royal Parade. 
EDI~BURGH LODGE. 130, George Street. On 

Sundays, at3 p.m .. Thursdays, at 8 p.m.: Mar. 

12th, Conversational meeting; Mar. 19th, Psychology 
oftheSail1ts, F. H. Allan. Lodge meetings: Mar. 
5th, Psychic Group; Mar. 26th, ... Mrs. Drum­
mond. Library open Mondays and Fridays, 
3.30 to 5.30 p.m. Enquiries to Mrs. Hay, 20, 
Northumberland Street. 

EDINBURGH, SOUTH EDINBURGH CENTRE. 24, 
Newbattle Terrace, on second and fourth yVed­
nesdays, at 8.15 p.I11., from October to March, 
for study of Tile Light of Asia and The Buddhist 
Catechism. Information from Miss Pagan, 24, 
Newbattle Terrace. 

EXETER LODGE. 19, Bedford Circus, on Fri­
days, at 8 p.m. For members only, first \Vednes­
day in the month, at 2.45 p.m.; and on second and 
fourth Tuesdays, at 8 p.m. 

FOLKESTONE CENTRE. Fortnightly meetings 
at the house of Mr. J. H uxtable, 2, Brockman 
Road. Information from this address. 

GLASGOW LODGE. Tuesdays, at 8 p.m., at the 
Religious Institution H.OCll';;, 200, Buchanan 
Street. Enquiries to Mr. J. P. Allan, 5, West 
Regent Street, Glasgow. 

GLASGOW CENTRES. Information from: North, 
A. Wallace, 136, Balgrayhill, Springburn; South, 
Mrs. J. P. Allan, I, Trefoil Gardens, Shawlands 
East, R. J. SOl11erside, II 8, Garthland Drive 
Dennistoun; West, Mrs. J. T. \Vard, 88 
Balshagray Avenue, Partick. 

GREENOCK CENTRE.. Enquiries to Mr. J obn 
H.oss, Ig, Nelson Street \Vest. 

HARROGATE LODGE. Theosophical Hall, Beulah 
Street, on Sundays, at 6,30 p.m.: Mar. 1st, "Mrs. 
Be-dolle-by-as-yolt-did," Mrs. Marsden; Mar. 8tn, 
A llcient Cyclopean Monuments alid Buildings: The ir 
Mystery and Marvel, Percy Lund; Mar. 15th, 
Brotherhood, Mrs. Bell; Mar. 2gth, The Scicllce oj 
the Soltl, Hodgson Smith. Lodge meetings on 
Fridays, at 7.30 p.m., at 12, East Parade, for the 
study of Biology and the Elements of Theosophy. 

HULL LODGE. Information from H. E. Nichol, 
Beech Croft, Newland Park, Hull. 

LEEDS, LEEDS LODGE. Tuesdays, at 8 p.m., at 
the Leeds Arts Club Rooms: Mar. 3rd, Heroes of the 
Crail Legend, H.ev. A. H. Lee; Mar. 10th, Rdja 
Yoga and Hatha Yoga, E. \Vood. At 7.30 p.m., at 
25, Queen's Square, Mar. 17th, 24th and 3 1St, 
Lodge study. 

LEEDS, LEEDS CENTRE. Information from Miss 
Keunedy, 3S, Potternewton Lane, Lep.ds. 

LIVERPOOL, CITY OF LIVERPOOL LODGE. 
\Vednesdays, at IS, Colquitt Street, at 7.45 p.m.: 
Mar. 4th, Eilward Carpenter's" Towards Democracy" 
and "The Old Wisdom," Mrs. Edwards; Mar. 
lSth, Some Aspects of Astrology, Mrs. B. Avery; 
Mar. JIth .and 25th, Study of Tlte Evollltioll of 
Life and Form. Study circle on Mondays, at 3 
p.m. Information from the Secretary, 18, Colquitt 
Street. 

LONDON, ADELPHI LODGE. Mondays, at 7.30 
p.m., at 21, CeciI Court, St. Martin's Lane, 'vV.C. 

LONDON, BATTERSEA LODGE. Sundays, at 7 
p.m., at the Central Public Library, Lavender 
Hill, S.YV.: Mar. 1st, The Bahai Movement in rela­
tion to Modern Thought, Sydney Sprague; Mar. 8th, 
The Brotherhood of Ma1l ill the Light of Reiucama-
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lion, L S. Jast; Mar. 15th, TJu Theosophical Out­
look, H. Twelvetrees; Mar. 22nd, Holy Places, 
Holy People, Sacred Rites, Miss F. M. M. H.ussell. 

LONDON, BLAVATSKY LODGE. Thursdays, at 
8.30 p.m., at 28, Albemarle Street, 'vV.: Mar. sth, 
According to the Doctrines of the Great Vehicle of 
ElIlighte7/JIle/lt, 2. The Alystery of the Three Bodies, 
G. R. S. Mead; 1\1ar. 12, From the Upanishads, 
J. C. Chatterji; 1\lar. 19th, SOllle Questions for 
Theosophists: put by the Rev. Dr. Cobb; answered 
by G. R. S. Mead; Mar. 26th, Purpuse or Play? 
. A. R. Orage. Sundays at 7 p.m. (open to 
visitors): Mar. 1st, Eaalam the Seer, l~ev. Dr. 
Currie; Mar. 8th, Esoteric Cltristiallity, Miss C. E. 
Woods; Mar. lsth, The Life of Meditation­
Aristotle's Ideal, E. G. Kilroe; Mar. 22nd, From 
the Gnosis of Marcus, G. R. S. Mead; Mar. 29th, 
.Life after Death in Egypt, Mrs. Betts. 

LONDON, CROUCH END CENTRE. Sundays, at 
6.30p.m., at the Assembly Rooms, Middle Lane, 
Crouch End, N.: Mar. 1st, Esperanto and the First 

.Object of the Theosophical Society, Albert Haddock; 
Mar. 8th, What is the Soltl? A. R. Orage; Mar. 
Isth, OrpMc Mythology, B. G. Theobald; Mar. 
22nd, Theosophy the Need of the Tillles, \V. H. 
Thomas; Mar. 29th, Life after Death in Egypt, 
Mrs. Betts. Information from Bertram G. 
Theobald, The Hawthorns, Hornsey Lane, N. 

LONDON, CROYDON LODGE. Wednesdays, at 
8 p.m., .at 18A, Katharine Street, Croydon. In­
formation from Fred Horne, 4, Kynaston Eoad, 
Thornton Heath. 

LONDOl\, H.P.B. LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 28, 
Albemarle Street, \V., at 8 p.m.: Mar. 4th, 
.Systems of Healing, Miss C. E. \Voods; Mar. Iltb, 
A More Excellent Way, Mrs. Hooper; Mar. 18th, 

A. Hallam; Mar. 25th, A Pilgrimage to 
Aldm, Sydney Sprague. Group meetings, at 6,30 
p.m.: First Object, Mar. 4th and 2sth; Second 
Object, Mar. IIth; Third Object, Mar. 18th. 
Second Object Group meeting at 8, Inverness 
Place, W., on Mar. 12th, at 6.45 p.m. Psychic 
Investigation Groups at 8, Inverness Place; 
Mondays, at 8 'p.m., Mar. 9th, 16th and 30th; 
Wednesdays, at 3 p.m., Mar. 4th, IIth and 
25th;. admission only by arrangement with Mr. 
'vVedgwood. Information from Sidney I{ansom, 
8, Inverness Place, Bayswater, W. 

LONDON, HAMPSTEAD LODGE. 9, Lyncroft 
Gardens, Finchley Road, N.W., on Mondays, 
at 8 p.m. 

LONDON, HAMPSTEAD HEATH CENTRE. Tues­
days, at 8.15 p.m., at Stanfield I-louse, Prince 
Arthur Road: Mar. 10th, Education of the Child 
from .fhe Stalldpoint of Spiritual Sciellce, Max Gysi ; 
Mar. 17th, What is Theosophy? B. Theobald; Mar. 
24th, Holy Week, Mrs. Hooper. Enquiries to l\liss 
K. Shaw, Stanfield House, Hampstead, N.\V. 

LONDON, LEWISHAM CENTRE. Tuesdays, at 8 
p.m., at 7, Avenue Road, Lewisham: Mar. yd, 
Orphic Mythology, B. G. Theobald; Mar. 9th 
(Monday) A Tlteosoplzist's Confession of Faith, F. 
Home; Mar. 17th, Haly Places, Holy People, Sacred 
Rites, Miss F. M. M. Russell;. Mar. 24th, Some 
Mystics of the Middle Ages, Sidney Ransom; Mar. 
31st, A Persian Mystic, J .M. Watkins. Informa-

tion from Albert Haddock, 176, Fort Road, 
Bermondsey, S.E. 

LONDON, LOTUS CIRCLE. Meetings for children 
on Sundays, at 3.15 p.m., at 8, Inverness Place, 
Queen's Eoad, \V. Grown-up visitors may attend 
on the first Sunday of the month. 

LONDON, NORTH LONDON LODGE. \Vednesdays, 
at 8.30 p.m., at 25, Compton Road, Highbury, N. 

LONDON, \VEST LONDON LODGE. 8, Inverness 
Place, Queen's Road, \V., 011 Fridays, at 8 p.m.: 
Mar. 6th, Mysticism, Miss Pope; Mar. 13th, The 
Mystic Quest, Miss Pope; Mar. 20th and 27th, 
Study of Christianity and Theosophy. 

MANCHESTER, MAl\CHESTER CITY LODGE. 
31, Lloyd Street, Manchester. Lodge meetings 
on Tuesdays, at 7.30 p.m. Sundays at 6,40 p.m. : 
Mar. 1st, Have we lived before? E. Wood; Mar. 
8th, AllI:ient Ideas of Death, Mrs. E. Booth; Mar . 
15th. lVllO 11111 I and who are you? E. Wood; Mar. 
2211U, COllcelltration, Meditation, ContemplatioJl, Mrs . 

. Bell; Mar. 29th, Theosophy ill Daily Life, Miss 

.L. M. Ker. Information from Miss Ker, Barone, 

.Mellor, Marple Bridge. 
MANCHESTER, DIDSBU!{Y LODGE. Spath Lodge, 

Spath Road, Didsbury. Information from the 
Hon. Secretary, at the above address. 

MAl\CHESTER, SOUTH MANCHESTER LODGE. 
Palmerston Hall, Palmerston Street, Moss Side. 
Information from the lIon. Secretary, 180, Clifton 
Street, Brooks's Bar, l\Ianchester. 

MANCHESTER, UHMSTON CENTHE. Meetings at 
1 I, G \oucester Rd., U rmston, on Sunday afternoons. 
Information from Mrs. J ones, at above address. 

MARGATE CENTRE. Meetings on alternate 
Tuesdays. Information from Miss Florence 
Clough, I, Alexander Road, Margate. 

MERTIIYR TYDVIL CENTRE. Meetings on Sun­
days, at 7.30 p.m., at Trevethick Hall. 

MIDDLESBROUGH LODGE. Meetings fortnightly, 
at 46, Linthorpe Road, on Mondays, at 8 p.m. 

NOTTINGHAM LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 8 p.m., 
at 2, \Vellington Circus, study of The Bhagavad 
Gitli; Fridays, at 3.30 p.m., a ladies' reading class, 
and on alternate Sundays, at 7 p.m., study class. 

OXFORD CENTRE. 12, Park Crescent, on Wed­
nesdays, at 8,30 p.m: Mar. 4th, The Occult Vallle 
of Colour, R. King; Mar. IIth, Yoga Philosophv, 
J. C. Chatterji ; Mar. 18th and 25th, Study of 
Substance of Faith. Study of The AlIciCllt Wisdom on 
Sundays, at 3 p.m., and ladies' reading group 
fortnightly. Information from Mrs. Anderson, 
Fairacres House, Oxford. 

PLYMOUTH LODGE. Fridays, at 8.30 p.m., and 
Sundays, at 6.30 p.m., at 10, Pentillie Road, 
Mutley. Meetings on Sundays and the first 
Friday in the month are open to the public. 
Enquiries to R. J. Ellis, 53, Peverell Park Road. 

PORTSMOUTH LODGE. Alternate Sundays, at 
3 p.m., at Albert Hall, South sea. Enquiries to Mrs. 
J asen, 77, Cornwall Road, Fratton, Portsmouth. 

H.!PON CENTRE. 2, Ashville, on Fridays, at 
8 p.m., for the study of Tlte Path oJ Discipleship. 
Information from John Monger, at above address. 

SHEFFIELD LODGE. Bainbridge Buildings, New 
Surrey Street, on Wednesdays, at 7.30 p.m., study 
of A Study ill Conscious11Css. Lectures on Sundays, 
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at 6,30 p.m. Elementary class on Fridays, at 
7 p.m. 

SOUTHAMPTON LODGE. 58, London Road, 
Tuesdays, at 8.30 p.m., and Sundays, at 3.30 p.m. 
Enquiries to Mrs. HoIlick," Henley," llouerts 
Road, Hill. 

SURBITON LODGE. Meetings on Sunuays, at 
7 p.m., at Felsted, Crane's Park, Suruiton: Mar. 
1st, Tristram and Isolde, Carl Reinbeimer; Mar. 
8th, A IIras, Halos, mid the Occult Sigll ifiCtl lice of 
Colours, J. I. vVedgwood; Mar. 15th, Annual 
Business meeting; Mar. 22nd, How to be happy, 
Mrs. Sharpe; Mar. 29th, Planetary Ill/litmus, 
A. H. Barley. Information from Mr;=:. Dexter, 
Holly House, Thames Street, Weybridge. 

TYNE SIDE LODGE. Last Sunday of the month, 
at 6.30 p.m., at LPy House, Ocean View, Whitley 
Bay, and class for study on Tuesdays, at 8 p.m., 

.a t 80, Sa ville Street, N ortb Shields. 

. \VAKEFlELD LODGE. \Vendesdays, at 8 p.m., at 
l,vVest Parade: Mar. 4th, Thought Power, C. A. 
Brotherton; Mar. IIth, Sleep and Dreams, E. 
\Vood; Mar. 18th, OccultisJII, Hodgson Smith. 
Tuesdays, at 8 p.m., study of In the Outer Court. 
Information from C. A. I3rotherton, Craven I-louse, 
Belle Vue, \Vakefield. 

YORK LODGE. Thursdays, at 8 p.m., at the 
Theosophical Hall, High Ousegate: Mar. 5th, 
Dreams and Dream Ltfe, Miss Hilua Smith; Mar. 
12th, The Liglzt of Asia, W. H. Sanderson; Mar. 
19th, The Religion of a Pantheist, H.ev. R. H. 
Greaves; Mar. 26th, Studies in tlte" Bha«avad Glta," 
W. H. Sanderson. Information from J. E. Reid, 
49, Grosvenor Terrace, York. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

lVIR. SINNETT AND THE VICE-PRESIDENCY. 

As the sta tements to which Mr. Sin nett refers 
below are contained in the Annual Report of the 
Society, circulated in this Section, I have acceded 
to his request that his reply to the President shall 
appear in TIlE VAHAN, the official organ of the 
Section, as the only means of reaching those who 
may have seen the report. 

KATE SPINK. 

To the Editor of The TlzeosIJPllist. 

I have only just obtained a copy of The Theo­
sophist for ] anuary containing a report of your 
references to myself in the course of your Presi­
dential address to the Convention at I3enares. In 
this address you have (doubtless unintentionally) 
misrepresented my actions and opinions so 
strangely that I trust yon will give this explanation 
a place in the pages of The Theosophist. 
. I did not, as acting President, "upset Colonel's 
arrangements" or take away authority from you. 
After Colonel Olcott's death an embarrassing 
state of things appeared to exist at Adyar, owing 
to a division of opinion among the officials there 
concerning the authenticity cif the manifestations 
that took place about the time of Colonel Olcott's 

death. You caLled to me on February 22rid 
last :-" Cable me the following. Act at Adyar 
my deputy till election. Besant." It seemed to 
me improper to comply with this request, as it 
would have bten a departure from the impartial 
attitude I wished to maintain as between opposing 
views then represen ted on the Council. I was 
asked by one correspondent to appoint Mr. 
Keightley as my deputy. This also seemed to me 
an improper course, but as it was clearly desirable 
that someone on the spot should be invested with 
my temporary anthority I cabled to the then 
Treasurer, Mr. Davidson, asking him to act for 
me. Mr. Davidson appeared to me the nearest 
approach to a neutral representative whom I 
could find. 

You describe my article on "The Vicissitudes 
of Theosophy" as "an astonishing pronounce­
ment," a change of view and so on, and contrive 
to twist some of its passages so as to give them a 
meaning they were not intended to bear. Of 
course the influence of the Masters has been the 
main spring of the mighty wave of regenerating 
thought to which I refer, but the external shaping 
of the Society was 110t dictated Ly them, and for 
its manifold blunderings they are not responsible. 

It is a complete misapprehension of the whole 
movement to suppose that they "sent out" 
Madame Blavatsky to do that which has actually 
been done. Madame D1avatsky used positively to 
assure me that when she was in TiLet with the 
Masters, they gave her the choice whether she 
would stay on permanently in Tibet as an occult 
pupil or return to the world. Because of her 
affection for her relatives she chose to return. 
When much later she went to America, anyone 
who reads Colonel Olcott's Diary Leaves will see 
that the steps taken there to form a Society bore 
no promise of what ultimately came into existence. 
N or even when she came to India and got into 
touch with myself, was the Society as started in 
Bombay a forecast of the riper movement that 
followed. That, as far as the western world was 
concerned, was built up entirely on the basis of 
teaching the Masters gave out through the books 
1 was enabled to write. When the letters of instruc­
tion were in process of coming Madame Blavatsky 
studied them with as much interest as I did, and 
declared to me over and over again that their 
contents were as new to her as they were to me. 
When I left India in 1883 she told me she meant 
to remain for the rest of her life at Adyar, that 
she did not believe in the possibility of establishing 
Theosophy in the West. She only changed her 
mind and came to this country when the London 
Lodge was well established and a considerable 
number of people over here were showing serious 
interest in the new teaching. 

The whole drift of your public utterances and 
writings about the beginnings of the movement 
are at variance with these facts, as also with the 
attitude of the Masters towards those of their 
followers who may work in the outer world in 
their service. In the same Theosophist that con­
tains your address, you publish a letter to Mr. 
Leadbeater over the signature" K. H." I do not 
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believe in the verbal authenticity of that letter, 
but it conveys one idea which is quite in harmony 
with the principles of the Adept world and curiously 
so with the views I am now putting forward. 
The l\'1aster declines to give specific directions to 
his correspondent, because that would make him 
"responsible for every effect that might flow from 
the step and you would acquire but a secondary 
merit." That is the clue to the mystery by which 
so many people have been puzzled, as to why the 
Masters left Madame Blavatsky and Colonel 
Olcott to flounder along as they did in the begin­
ning and make so many mistakes. Nothing I 
have said is at variance with the belief I fully 
entertain that when Madame Blavatsky returned 
to the world and was eager to do something, the 
Masters took advantage of that opportunity to 
tes! the readiness of the present generation for 
the reception of teaching concerning the Path and 
the principles of human evolution. Eventually 
the experiment proved successful. If it had failed 
no doubt the Masters would have started some 
wholly different scheme. Their purpose would 
ultimately have been fulfilled beyond question, 
but some other group of persons would then have 
been identified as having been "chosen" for the 
work. 

You came into this movement lllallY years after 
I had been concerned with its beginnings, and 
have built upon impressions gathered at a latc 
stage of its progress a body of ideas which I have 
described as "mythological." Because I have 
objected to the twist you give to the facts you 
venture to speak of me as denying that "this 
great wave of spiritual life is the product of the 
Masters." That is a misapprehension of my 
views so gross as to be almost absurd in presence 
of my writings during the last five and twenty 
years. In asking me to resign the Vice-Presidency 
you cannot have been prompted by any doubt as 
to my loyalty to the Masters, because you have 
been too intimate with me to make sl1ch a mistake. 
It is not worth while for me now to attempt to 
analyse your motives, but to guard against further 
misconception let me repudiate the idea that in 
resisting your mythology I am hostile to the 
memory of Madame Blavatsky. It is a deplorable 
mistake to iden tify the great revelation of know­
ledge that has been poured into the world by tbe 
Masters through various channels during the last 
five and twenty years, with any of the visible 
personalities concerned. To regard Madall1e 
Blavatsky as their" choscn representative" is to 
combine several mistakes in one. All who work 
on this plane for the progress of human enli"hten­
ment are free agents in doing so, as the °letter 
quoted above suggests. To suppose them mere 
wire-pulled agents, is to saddle the Masters with 
the discredit of all the mistakes they may make. 
Of course it would be silly in the last degree to 
suppose that great adepts and Chohans could be 
saddled, under any circumstances, with" karmic " 
responsibility for such lllistakes, but it is easy to 
mislead the conjectures of unthinking people in 
that direction. Finally the "chosen" theory 
misapprehends the nature of that steady pressure 

assisting spiritual growth which the Masters 
bring to bear on human progress from higher 
planes-and partly manifest in their readiness to 
smile upon whatever honest efforts any of us may 
make on this plane, to co-operate in that great 
work. Meanwhile do not let us burden Theosophy 
with the shortcomings of any of the personalities 
conspicuous in the early records of the Theosophical 
Society. 

In the last few words of the passage in your 
address relating to myself, you again give a little 
twist to the facts. The London Lodge only 
decided to remain in the Society" for the present," 
looking on at the activities of its new President, 
with some anxiety as to what it might be necessary 
to do at a later date. 

A. P. SINNETT. 

MRS. BESANT AND ACl INTERVIEW. 

[The following letter reached me some time ago, 
but at the time I could find no trace of the report 
mentioned having reached this Section, and it 
seemed to me that no good purpose was to be 
served by drawing attention to the matter. Since 
then Dr. Van Hook has assmecl me that the report 
has reached England, and I, thercfore, take the 
earliest opportunity of publishing his correction. 
But as I have myself no further information than 
is contained in his letter I must refer all enquiries 
to him.-KATE SI'INK.] 

During her recent visit to Chicago, Mrs. Besant 
did me the honour to stay at my home. I was 
present at the interviews she granted newspaper 
reporters, and am able to testify that nothing she 
said about Mr. John D. Rockefeller, in reply to a 
question, could, with any respect for the truth, be 
tortured into the statements attributed to her by a 
certain ne\\Tspaper the following morning. The 
reporter who had been granted the interview after­
wards expressed to me his regret that the untruth­
ful statements had been introduced into his article 
by one of his SI1 periors. 1\1 rs. Desant telegraphed 
Mr. H_ockefeller, disclaiming responsibility for the 
part of the interview in which his name occurred. 

Mrs. Besant did not say she was the reincarna­
tion of Madame Blavatsky. And in subsequent 
interviews she requested reporters to contradict 
the statement. 

It is possible there may be people ignorant 
of theosophical philosophy who can accept as 
truthful such manifestly manufactured statements; 
but I have never met or heard of any American 
theosophist who suffered a moment's perturbation 
over their transparent and grotesque absurdity. 

VIELLER VAN HOOK. 

103, State Street, 
Chicago, Ill., D.S.A. 

BUREAU OF THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES. 

To the Editor of TH E VAHAN. 

You were good enough to insert a short time 
ago a notice of the formation of the above-named 



THE V A BAN. 

body at a meeting of workers specially convened 
for the purpose by 'Mrs. Besant. The Bureau 
(which is an ullofficial and purely voluntary asso­
ciation of Theosophical workers llnder the control 
of a Committee of fiiteen prominent members of 
the Society in England and Scotland) is now duly 
organised, and I am anxious to appeal for personal 
and financial assistance such as will enable us to 
perform really llseful work. The work of the 
Bureau is classified under four distinct depart­
ments, each of which is administered by an Hon. 
Organising Secretary, and Illay be summarised as 
follows: 

I. Propaganda DepartJlleJlt.-Secretary: Miss 
Hope Rea, of Letchworth (late President of the 
City of Li \'erpool Lodge). This department, 
whilst willing to work ill friendliest collaboration 
with any of the existing Propaganda Committees, 
will direct its efforts more particularly to those 
territorial areas not yet within the jurisdiction and 
sphere of operations of the Committees, such, for 
instance, as the Midlands and the dislrict imme­
diately north of London. Arrangements for 
assisting propaganda work in certain Midland 
towns and in the Garden City are in progress, and 
the Bureau has been instrumental in bringing 
forward a scheme for the formation of a propaganda 
Committee in connection with the S. W. Federation. 

The names of any persons willing to assist in 
this work will be gladly received, such assistance 
taking the form of propaganda lecturing, collecting 
nuclei of interested persons in new districts, 
arranging for lectures in connection with clubs, 
debating societies, etc., etc. 

2. Press Departlllellt.-Secretary: Miss Louise 
Appel, M.B., B.S., B.Sc. The work in this 
section will consist in generally looking after 
Theosophical interests in the press, by organising 
replies to newspaper correspondence and criticism, 
and by placing articles on Theosophy, wherever 
acceptable. A few thoroughly competent writers 
have offered their services, but the demand is 
likely always to be in excess of the supply. More 
names are needed. 

3. Hospitality Depllrflllent.-Secretary: Mrs. 
Faulding. This work will be of a two-fold nature. 
It happens occasionally that members from abroad 
come to London, knowing neither people nor city, 
and unfamiliar with tbe language. The Head­
quarters staff does what it can, in the abscncc of 
any organised provision for such cases. It would 
be an act of kindness if some London members 
would offer to assist snch persons in finding 
suitable accommodation, or to devote an occasional 
half day to pilotillg a foreign or country mel1lber 
round the picture galleries, museums, etc. 

It is also the case that of recent years no 
arrangements on any adequate scale have obtained, 
by which hospitality could be offered to country 
members visiting London. It is felt that the 

hospitality which is so generously accorded by 
country members should be reciprocated, and that 
members attending COIllmittee meetings or Con­
ventions, or lecturing, should be entertained, so 
far as the difficult circumstances of London life 
will admit. The names, also, of volunteers for 
this work will be gratefully received, and when 
occasion arises the various applications will be 
suitably apportioned. 

4. Corresp01ldence Departlllellt.-Secretary: Mr. 
Arnold S. Banks. This Department will meet the 
needs of new members, unattached members and 
others desirous of corresponding on Theosophical 
subjects with another member. It will also be at the 
service of bona-fide enquirers contemplating entry 
into the Theosophical Society. It may be possible 
also to arrange for Eastern correspondents to deal 
with questions on oriental custom and philosophy. 
Members willing to undertake correspondence are 
asked to communicate with the Bureau, stating 
the subjects with which they are most intimate. 

Workers will be very gladly enrolled in all the 
departments, and even those who do not feel 
themselves; competent to undertake any propaganda 
work (which needs careful handling), may never­
theless render great assistance by attending such 
meetings and supporting the lecturers. A central 
fund has been opened, and members interested 
are invited to contribute towards the expenses and 
extension of the work of the Bureau, whether the 
donations be large or small. Remittances should, 
Le sent to the Treasurer, l\fr. Arnold S. Banks. 
The Secretary attends at the offices by appoint­
ment. I should be grateful if you would be so 
kind as to give this appeal publicity in your 
columns. 

JAMES I. \VEDGWOOD, 

Holt. Secretary (pro tem.). 

Offices of the Bureau: 
8, Inverness Place, 

Queen's Road, Bayswater, \V. 

The subscription to THE VAHAN for those who 
are not members of the British Section of the 
Theosophical Society is 2S. 6d. per annum, post 
free. Single copies, 3d. each, may be obtained from 
the Theosophical Publishing Society, r61, New 
Bond Street, \V., to whom subscriptions should 
also be sent. No back numbers can be supplied. 

All commzmicatio1Zs for tlze followillg issue must be· in 
tlte ./zands of the Editor by the 20th of the month at 
latest. Secretaries of Branches are particularly requested 
to note thzs. 

Printed by tbe WOMEN'S PRINTING SOCIETY, LDIITED, 66 and 68, \Vhitcomo Street, \\',C, 
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iHE INTERCHJlNQE OF THEOSOPHICJlL OPINIONS AND - NEWS. 

ISSUED by direction and under the authority of the British Section of the Theosophical Society in Convention, for free distributlOn 
to all metnbers paying full annual sUbscription. Members of Branches will receh'e copies through their officers. The Theo­

sophical Society is not responsible for any statenlel1ts contained herein unless set forth in an official document.-KATE SP]::-;K 
Getltrai Stcrtlary. 

All readers are cordially invited to send in questions, answers to questions. opinions, and notes upon theosophical subject~. All 
communications should be written plainly and on one side of the paper only, and addressed to the editor, 28. Albemarle street, 
London, W. For unsigned paragraphs the editor is personally responsible. 

VOL. XVII. LONDON, JUNE I, 1908. NQ.11. 
-------- -------- ---- --====-==--=...c..c.=.. __ ----"'=_--'-

Edited by KATE SPINK. 

GENERAL COUNCIL. 

As the following resolutions were passed by the 
General Council meeting on December 26th, 1907, 
but are not yet em bodied in the rules of the Society, 
I print for the information of members an extract 
from the minutes;-

" The President submitted to the Council for its 
decision the anomalous position of unattached 
members and Lodges affiliated to Adyar, but 
existing within the territory of a Section; with 
regard to members it was decided that they must 
belong to the Section in which they resided, though 
unattached to any Lodge in it; with regard to 
Lodges no new ones must be chartered within a 
Section except under the jurisdiction of that 
Section. 

" l\.esolved: That Lodge.; and Illelllbers in non­
Sectionalised countries III list be attached to Adyar, 
and not to Sections within the territorial limits of 
which they are not situated. This decision is, 
however, not to apply to Spain, Beluilllll and 
Russia, which were part of the Europe,~n Section 
when it re-becallle the British Section." 

KATE SPINK, 

GeJltml Secretary. 

THE CONVENTION. 

The business meeting of the Convention will be 
held in Essex Hall, Essex Street, Strand, \V.C., 
on Saturday, July 4th, at 2.30 p.m. The aaenda 
for this meeting is published below and not O~l the 
separate slip hitherto isslled. 

It is proposed, if the consent of the Convention 
be obtained, to reduce the customary hea\"y ex­
penditure on Convention printing by utilising THE 

VAHAN for the announcements and all the reports 
connected with the meeting. The issues for July, 
August and September can be employed for this 
purpose, and to give more space it will probably 
be necessary to curtail the Lecture List during 
those months and insert only those meetings which 
are actually being held during the summer, and 
for which notices are sent by the Secretaries in due 
time. As most of the Branches close for the 
summer a considerable amount of extra space will 
thus be available. 

The report of the Convention meeting would 
naturally be limited to a general account of the 
business and discussion, and would not contain 
abstracts of the remarks of all the speakers. 

The abstracts of reports from Branches \vould 
also be condensed as far as possible, and the 
Secretaries are requested to give the most essential 
information in as brief a form as they can. ,\cti\'i­
ties of special interest should he notified in TilE 

VAIIAN if possible at the time. The Execlltive 
COlllmittee's H_f'port would appear in the July \"-\'11.\:-\, 
so that melllbers wonld be able to read it before the 
Convention. The August V.iIlAN would contain the 
report of the meetings, and the llIiscellaneous 
reports would be given in _ August and September 
according to the space a vaila hIe. 

On Saturday evening, at 8, a reception of 
members will he held at 28, Albemarle Street, \Y. 

On the Sunday afternoon, at 3.30, there will be 
a meeting of members and their friends at Essex 
Hall, and a lecture will be gi\'en by 1\1r. A. K. 
Coomaraswamy on "The Psychology of Indian 
Art." Mr. Coomaraswamy is a very well known 
exponent of art, and it is hoped that members will 
attend and bring friends in sufficient number to 
show appreciation of the lecturer and his subject. 

In the evening, at 7 p.m., the last meeting of the 
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Convention will be held in Essex Hall, and will be 
open to members and friends. The speakers will 
be Mrs. Sh;upe, flIiss \Vard, lvlr. Mead, and, it is 
hoped, 1\1r. Sinnett, and the subjects will be 
announced in the programll1c issued next month. 

All delegates (except Presidents of Branches 
present in person) should bring or send their 
credentials in writing. Branches are reminded 
that they may send one delegate (in addition to the 
President or his representative) for each twenty­
five members. The President alone represents a 
Branch of fewer than twenty-five members, but by 
the new Rule 2 no Branch having fewer than seven 
members paying sectional dues through that 
Branch can be represented. 

Branch Secretaries are again reminded that lists 
of their members should bc sent in as soon as 
possible, and not later than fourteen days before 
the Convention. Addresses should also be given 
in all cases where there has been a change since 
the last list, but to save the heavy labour of un­
necessary verification it is requested that addresses 
already given be omitted. The list should be 
given alplUlbctically, on foolscap paper, and on one 
side only. Sfecialnote 1Illtst be made ill the Brllllch 
list of any members who pay their sectional dlles through 
another Brallch. 

KATE SPINK, 

General Secretary. 

Business Meeting, Saturday, July 4th. 

AGENDA. 

Election of Chairman. Election of Secretaries 
of Convention. Announcement of results of elec­
tion of General Secretary and Executive Commit­
tee. Roll Call of Branch representatives. Minutes 
of last Annual Convention. Letters and telegrams 
of greeting. Reception of delegates from other 
Sections. Reports of Executive Committee and 
Treasurer. Election of Honorary l\Iembers of 
Execntive Committee. Election of Allditor. 

RESOLUTIOXS. 

The following will be proposed Oll behalf of the 
retiring Execlltive COllllllittee: 

" That the I,eport of the Anlllwl Convention be no 
longer issned as a separate publieatioll, allll that thc 
lllatter hitherto cmbodied ill it be pnblished in the 
summer issnes of TI!E \',\11,\"." 

Miss Green will IllOve and Miss E. lvL Mallet 
second: 

"(I) That TI!E V,\I!AN shall be open to the free 
discnssioll of all 11l:1t((:rs of interest tll the Sectioll. 

"(2) Thai 1,111" 2 of tile Rules of the British Section 
shall re ae! as f'lllo'l'S: ann the words, 'Gcneral 
S"crda ry,' 'All ,it'I, g ltes, other than the Presidents of 
Brallch s, shall S('n'" only at the C;cllcral COllvention; 
bllt tIle Presidellts shall cOllstitllte a standillg Cou11cil 
which shall meet half-yearly to receive reports of the 
work dOlle by the Execnti\'e C0!1l1nittee, a11d to vote 
IlpOll ally matters referred to the III hy the latter body.'" 

Proposed by Mr. Dunlop: 
" (I) The British Section of the Theosophical Socicty 

by its delcgatcs a1ll1lllembers ill Convention assclllbled: 
"Affirms the right of each individualmcmber to hold 

and express any belief or disbclid concerning any 
psychic phenomena or any other matter of philosophical 
belief withont qncstion from any member of the Society, 
official or otherwise. 

"It declares further that thc Section as a whole 
shonld not have less than the generous spirit of its 
nnits, that it should exercise the same brotherly spirit 
alike to those of good or evil fame, expressing the love 
which rejects none. 

" And it takes this opportunity of expressing on behalt 
of all lIlembers love and gratitude to the President of 
the Theosophical Society for the help received from 
her in the past and the desire to unite with her in 
furthering the work of the Theosophical Society in the 
world, relying upon the laws of life to justify and 
sustain every true theosophical effort. 

"(2) That in view of the Treasurer's letter in the 
May VAIIAN a Committee of three be hereby appointed 
to investigate the financial affairs of the Section and 
make such recommendations to the Executive Com­
mittec as they may think desirablc to put its finance on 
a sound basis." 

Proposed by 1\lr. Twelvetrecs: 
" That, owing to the urgent necessity of reducing the 

expcnditurc of the British Section, it is desirable that 
the Headquarters of the Section should be removed to 
less expensive premises." 

Any other business. Chairman's concluding 
address. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

RULES. 

READ TO THE SPECIAL CONVENTION 

APRIL 4 Hr, 1908. 

This Committee was appointed by the Annual 
Convention of the British Section meeting in July, 
1907, under the following resolution: 

"That the Executive Committee, with power 
to add to their number for this purpose, be, and 
they are hereby, instructed to consider the existing 
rules of this Section and bring lip a report on same 
with their recolllmendations to the Convention of 
1908. Such report to be printed in TIlE VXHAN 

for May, 1908." 

The instructions of the Convention will not 
be literally carried out owing to the general desire, 
hoth witbin and ontside the Committee, to bring 
any amendments thought desirable into effect as 
soon as possible; and in place of printing the 
report in THE VAHAN for next May, and submitting 
it to tbe Annual Convention, the Committee 
have hastened their work so as to bring their pro­
posals hefore this Special Convention. By this 
means it is hOPed that tlie new Ellles, if passcd, 
will he rendered erfecti\'e before the comillg 
Gcneral COil vent ion amI relieve that of much uf 
its oHicial work. 

The Executive COlllmittee, in accordance with 
the instrllctions of the Convention, invited the 
followillg eight melllhers to assist: Mr. Burrows, 
l\Ir. Dunlop, lVlr. Faulding, ?vIr. FIrth, Miss 
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Green, Dr. I\ing, Mr. Sinnett and Mr. Hodgson 
Smith. The Rules Committee consisted therefore 
of eighteen members, including the ten members 
of the Executive Committee. 

Branches and members were invited through 
TilE V1HAN to send in, for the consideration of the 
Committee, any suggestions as to amendment 
of the rules they thought desirable, and a large 
number of Branches and one or two private mem­
uers responded to the invitation. All the proposals 
submitted were brought before the Committee in 
due course and received careful attention. 

The Committee met on four occasions: January 
25th, and February 8th, 15th, and 22nd. At the 
first meeting Mr. Sinnett was elected to act as 
Chairman of the Committee, and Mr. Glass as 
Hon. Secretary. This meeting was elevoted to the 
discussion and settlement of the broad principles 
involved in the various proposals laid before the 
Committee, especially with regard to .the election 
of the Executive Committee and officers. The 
second meeting dealt with practically all the sug­
gested amendments in detail, and the third and 
fourth meetings settled the fInal form in which 
the recommendations should be laid before this 
Convention. These recommendations are em­
bodied in the agenda printed and distributed with 
the March VAt-tAN. 

It may be noted, in conclusion, that on all main 
points settled the Committee were practically 
unanimous, and the recommendations as a whole 
are on the general lines proposed by most of the 
Branches whose views were submitted. 

A. M. GLASS, 

HOll. Sect'ctapy. 

THE T.S. ORDER OF SERVICE. 

An announcement of the formation of the above 
Order was made by the President in the official 
Snpplcment to the Theosophist of February last. The 
excessive pressure on the space of THE VAt-tAN, 
and the fact that no notification has yet been sent 
to it for publication, has prevented earlier notice 
of the new organisation, and the first opportunity 
that space allowed has been taken. 

Mem bers may refer to the February Theosophist 
for details of the scheme so far as they have yet 
been published, and for further information must 
address the President of the Society. The purpose 
of the Order is to promote actively the First Object 
ef the Society, and the constitution includes a 
central council at Adyar, national councils in any 
country taking up the movement, provincial councils 
where there are at least seven local councils, and 
local councils of at least seven persons. The local 
and provincial councils may ha ve one- third of their 
membership outside the Society. A League con­
sists of local councils, members and sympathisers, 
to which a provincial council shall be added in 
course of time. The first central council is 
appointed by the President of the Society. 

So far as information is to hand at the moment 
of writing, the Order has made a promising begin-

ning in India hy Leagnes with the following 
objects: Social Brotherhood, National Education, 
Female Education, Promotion of Foreign Travel, 
Abolition of Child Parentage, and Study of Sanitary 
Laws. The Suppleme1lt, for March, April and May, 
contains the detailed objects of these Leagues, which 
no doubt will be followed by others in various 
countries having objects specially appropriate to 
their localities. 

LETTER FROM THE ITALIAN 
SECTION. 

DEAR MISS SPINK, 
Many thanks for your kind words and 

wishes sent to our Convention of April 17th. Your 
letter was read by the President of the Assembly 
(Decio Calvari); and we feel "ery much obliged 
indeed for your gentle thought. 

'vVe had a nice gathering, all the Branches being 
duly represented, and we hope to begin a year of 
good and profitable work. Two new Branches 
have recently been founded in Italy: the" H. P. 
Bbvatsky" Branch, in Milan, and the" Venezia " 
Branch, in Venice. So you see our 1V0rk is going 
on well. 

'vVith kindest regards to YOll and to all our good 
friends of the BritIsh Section, 

I am, very faithfully yours, 
PROF. O. PEKZIG, 

GClICral Secretary, Italian Section. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE BRITISH 
SECTION. 

Members are reminded that the financial year of 
the Section ended on April 30th, and any who have 
not yet paid their, subscription for the year noW 
begun, 1908-9, are requested to forward it as early 
aE possible. 

KATE SPtNi(, 
Gmcral Secretary. 

Donations to the General Fund. 

The following donations have been received to 
May 20th, in addition to those specially intended 
for the deficit and acknowledged under a separate 
heading: E. M., {I 2S.; E. A. 13., {6; K. K., 
{I IS.; M. A. 13., [2 2S. 6d.; F. G., {IO; C. B.l., 
{69s. Total, {26 I4s. 6d. 

Whitsuntide Holidays. 

The Sectional Rooms will be closed as usual for 
four days at \Vhitsuntic1e, from Friday evening, 
June 5th, to \Vednesday morning, June loth. 

The Executive Committee. 

The Executive COllllllittee met on l\pril 4th, at 
I I.30 a.m. The Illembers present were: Miss 
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Lloyd, Miss 'Ward, Mr. Marsden, Mr. Mead, !\Ir. 
Thomas, Mr. Glass, and the General Secretary. 
. The application for a new Branch at Barcelona 
(the" Arjuna ") was duly passed and the Letch­
worth Centre added to the published list. A letter 
dealin~ with the affairs of the South Manchester 
Lodge was read and discussed, and as the resigna­
tions frolll the Lodge left its membership below 
seven it was decided to make further enquiries 
and bring the matter up at the next meeting. 
Some applications for reductions of subscription 
were considered. 

The question of the possibility of having THE 
V,\IIAN opened up to discussion of election subjects 
having been raised, the COlllmittee thought it 
desirable to obtain an unofficial expression of 
opinion from the members present at the Special 
Convention, as to whether or not it was desired 
to open THE VAHAN to correspondence on election 
matters. 

A telegram of sympathy was sent to Mrs. 
Larmuth on her recent bereavement. 

At the meeting on May 2nd, at 2.30 p.m., the 
following were present: Mrs. Betts, l\liss Lloyd, 
Miss Vo/ard, Mr. Cattanach, lIlr. Glass, Dr. 
Nunn, Mr. Mead, Mr. Thomas, and the General 
Secretary. 

The General Secretary reported on the results 
of the enquiry regarding the South Manchester 
Lodge, and the matter was left in abeyance pending 
further arrangements. 

The general and financial reports were submitted. 
The membership returns for April were: New 
members, 23; resigned, 8; lapsed, I ; deceased, 4; 
transferred, I ; net gain, 9. The financial state­
ment showed a large falling otT of income from 
donations and a deficit at the bank on the ordinary 
account, allowing for the amounts due at the end 
of the financial year. The Treasurer, in view of 
this, was requested to prepare a letter to be sent 
to sllch members as she thought might be ap­
proached, explaining the financial position and 
inviting their assistance. The contribution to the 
European Federation was held over until a proper 
statement of its accounts should be submitted. 

The form of voting paper for the coming election 
was considered, and Miss Ward was appointed 
rcturning officer for this year, provided that in the 
e\'cnt of any other nomination for Treasnrer being 
made another member, not a candidate, should act 
in her place. 

The programme for the coming Convention was 
discussed and arranged in accordance with the 
notice under that heading, and it was decided to 
recommend a proposal to reduce printing expendi­
ture in connection with the Annual Conventions, 

The date of the next meeting is June 20th. 
KATE SI'INK, 

GCllcral Sec/'etal). 

ACTIVITIES. 

Midland Propaganda. 
The series of Lectnres given in Derby, Burton, 

Loughborough and Leicester has been brought to 

a satisfactory conclusion, and as the outcome of 
the interest aroused classes for the study of Theo­
sophy have been started in each town. Travellin{i 
Library Boxes, the property of the Northern 
Federation, have been lent to each class for thE; 
use of the students, and a Secretary and Librarian 
appointed for each group. Full particulars of 
times and places of meetings are given below. 
Great interest and enthusiasm was manifested in 
the Theosophical teachings in many of the meet­
ings; the audiences varied, averaging about forty, 
the largest attendance being at it lecture on" Tele­
pathy and Clairvoyance," in Loughborough, when 
eighty were present. Thirty-six books were lent 
from the Travelling Library Box, which Mr. 
Hodgson Smith conveyed with him from place to 
place, and the total sale of theosophical literature 
was £6 6s. 6d. 

HILDA HODGSON SMITH, 

Secretary of Harrogate Lodge Propagallda COl1llllittee. 

B1Wfoll-oll-TrclIf. Study of Malt and his Bodies, on 
Thursdays, at 8 p.m., in the Town Hall Buildings. 
Information from V\'. Mansfield Bucke, 225, 
Hornington Road. 

Derby. Study of Reiucal'11atio1t, on Tuesdays, 
at 8 p.m., in a room over Smith's Restaurant, 33, 
Victoria Street. Information from James Cubett, 
IS, May Street. 

Huddersfield. Study of Theosophy on Thurs­
days, at 8 p.m., in a room at the Temperance 
Hall. Information from Chas. VV. Potts, IS, 
Bath Street. 

Leicester. Study of Theosophy, weekly. In­
formation from Mr. Priestly, 7, Evington Street. 

Loughborough. Study of Theosophy, on Mondays, 
at 8 p.m., in the Upper Vestry of the Unitarian 
Church, Victoria Street. Information from Edw. 
Francis, 71, Toothill Road. 

Lecture at Welwyn. 

A first lecture on Theosophy, the subject being 
"Man Visible and Invisible," illustrated with 
coloured drawings, was given in St. Mary's Hall, 
\Velwyn, March 28th, by Mr. \Vedgwood, Mrs. 
Ames in the chair. It was attended by sixty 
people, and pamphlets were sold after the lecture. 

A. C.A. 

Letchworth Centre. 

A lectnre was given on April 11th, under the 
auspices of the recently formed Letchworth Centre, 
by Mr. \Vedgwood, on "The Human Aureola or 
Halo." There was an attendance of forty-five, 
and the lecture was listened to with great interest. 
At the close Mr. \Vedgwood replied to questions. 
On the following day the illustrative diagrams 
were again exhibited at a well attended studio 
gathering, and Mr. \Vedg wood explained and 
answered numerous enquiries. 

E.P. W. 

f 
I 

l 
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Lecture by Rev. R. J. Campbell. 

The H. P. 13. Lodge heartily invites all mem­
bers to hear !'vI r. Campbell at the Essex Hall, on 
June 4th, at 8 p.m. No tickets are issued. 

SIDNEY f{ANSOM. 

North London Lodge. 

The Lodge has been compelled to vacate its 
quarters at 25, Compton Road, Higbbury, and the 
series of public lectures is being continued on 
Wednesday evenings at 8'30 p.m., at 49, Loraine 
Road, Holloway Road, N. (close to Holloway 
stations, Piccadilly Tube and G.N.R.). 

H.T. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

The following nominations have been made in 
accordance with the rules of the British Section 
as passed at the Convention on April 4th: 

GENERAL SECRETARY: 1\1 rs. Maud Sharpe, 
nominated by the following Lodges: A.B., Bath, 
Brg., Burn., H.P.B., HaL, Bpd., Lee., Man., 
Port., Sth" \Vake., York. 

Miss Kate Spink, nominated by: Bsea., Blav., 
Did., Ex., Hull, Lon., 1\Tid., Sheff. 

Treasurer: Miss E. \ 'lard. 
As Miss \'lard is the only candidate, and has 

been nominated by twenty-one Lodges, she is 
returned unopposed and the Executive Committee 
ha ve therefore appointed her to be Returning 
Officer. 

Executive Committee: 

Name 

Allcll.J. 

Banks, A. 
Barker, C. J. 

Bell. W. 
Q3ctts, 1Ilrs. (z) 

nright, Miss 

Burro\l's, H. 

Firth. 0, 
';'Glass, A, i\1. (7) 

Goode, C. N. 

Gosse, ;\Iiss B. 
Green, :\1 iss E. :\1. 

Harrison. F. D. 

King, J)r. A. 

Nom illuted by-I 

Bath, Brcl., Burn., H.P.B. Har., 
H pd., ;'Ilan., Port., Sth., SUL, 
\V.L., York. 

Bath, Hpd. 
Blav., Did., Hnll, LOll., Mid., 

Shdf. 
:\Ian .. Nult. 
Bbv .. Did., Ex., BIIII, LOll., 

Mid., \V.L. 
A.B.. Bath. Bn1., Bnrn., 

H.P.B., HaL, Ilpd., Lee., 
:'I[an .. Port. ,Slll., Sur., York. 

Bbv., Did., Ex., Illlll, LOll., 
;\[id., Shcff. 

];sc:a., Blav., Did., Ex., Hnll, 
LOll., Mid., Shcfl'. 

Bsca., I-Iull, Lce, Sllcff. 
Bsea" Bla\,., Did., Ex" Hull, 

LOll., Mid., Shelf., W.L. 
Brd" Did., HaL, Lec., Mid., 

Stb, 
Ex. 
r\.B., I-lctlh, Brc1., Burn" 

H.P.B., Har., Hpd., Man., 
Port., Stb" Snr., VV,L., York, 

Bath. Burn.. H.P.B., H;tr., 
Hpd .. Lce .. Mctn., Sth., SilL, 
\Y.L., York. 

A.B., Bath, Erg-" Bnn1., 
H.P.B., Hpc1., Por!., Stb., 
Sur., \V.L.. York. 

KingslalHI, W. 

Larllluth, Mrs. 

Lco, AJan 

Mallet, Miss E. M. 

qvlectd, G. I{. S. M.(7) 

"'Nunl1, Dr. P. (6) 

Old, S. H. 
I{ansoll1, S. 

I{ca, Miss H. 
Scvc:rs, Miss E. 
Sinnctl, A. I'. 

Sharpe, Mrs. 

Smith, Hodgsol! 

Theobald, B. 
';'Tholllas, 'vV. B. (6) 

Watkius, J. :'11. 
Wedg\l'ood, J. I. 

Wheeler, C. B. 
Whyle, H. 

vVilkillSOl1, A. 
Wood, E. 
Woods, Miss C. E. 

Bsea., Bbv., Did., Ex., Hull, 
Lon., 1Ilid., Shdf. 

A.B., Bath, Bn1., Burn.,H.P.B., 
I-Iar., Hpd., i\lan.,Port., Sth., 
Snr., York. 

H.P.B., HaL, Hpe1., Lee., 1\lau., 
Port., Slh., Sur., \Vakc. 

,\.13., I-lath, Brd., Burn., H.P.B., 
Hpd., Lee .. Man., Port., Sth., 
Sur .. \V.L., York. 

13sea., Did., Ex., Hull, LOll., 
TlIid., Sbelf. 

A.B., Bath, Bsea .. Brd., Burn .. 
H.P.B., Har., Hpd., Lec., 
:\Ian .. Port., Stb., \V.L.,York. 

Bsea., Blav., Did., Ex., HIIU, 
Lee., Lon., 1'Ilid., Shelf., \V.L. 

Bsea., Blav., Did., Ex., Hull, 
Lon., Mid., Shefi., \V. L. 

A.B., Ex., H.P.B., Hpd., Port., 
Sth., SUL 

A.B., Port., Sth. 
A.B., Brd., Burn., H.P.B., Har., 

Port., Sth .. York. 
A. B., Liv., Port., Stb. 
Bctth, Lee. 
Bsea., Blav., Did., Ex., I-lull. 

Lcc., LOll., Mid., Shelf., \V.L. 
A.B., Brd., Burn., H.P.B., Hpd., 

Port.. Sth., Sur., \V.L., York. 
,\.B., Bath, Brd., Burn., H.P.B., 

Har.. Hpd.. Lce., 1\[a11., 
0i ott., Port., Sth., SUL, 'vV.L.. 
York. 

Bsca., Bla\·., Ex.; Lon. 
Bsea., 13lav., Did., Ex., Hull, 

LOll., Mid .. Shelf. 
Bsca .. Blav., Did., Hull, Tllid. 
A.B., Bath, Burn.. H.P.B., 

Har., Lee., l\lall., Port., Sth., 
Sur., 'vVake. 

LOll. 
A.B., Bath, Brd., Burn"H.P.B., 

Har., H pd., l\lan., Port., Sth., 
Sur., York. 

Bath, Nott. 
A.B., Har., Lee., l\[an., \Vake. 
Bsea. 

* Members of the present Executive; the figures show 
number of attendances out of a possible seven, with the 
exception of Mrs. Betts, who joined the Committee after the 
resignation of M 1'5. Sharpe. 

-t The abbreviations used above indicate the following 
Loclges; A.B.-Annie Besant. Birmingham, Bsea.-­
J\attersea. Blav.-Blavatsky. Brd.-·Bradford, Brg.­
Brighton, Burn.---Bnrnley. Did.---Did5bllry. Ex. -Exeter. 
Har. --Harrogate. Hpd,-\Vcst Hampstead. Lee.-Leeds. 
LOll. -- London, Man, -- I'.'Ianchester. Mid, - :VIiddles­
borollgh. NotL-·Nottingham. l'ort.-Portsmollth. Sheff. 
-Sheffield. Sth.-Sollthampton. Sllr.-SurbitoIl. W. L. 
--West London, \Vake.-\Vakefield. 

A voting paper will be sent to each member 
with this issue of tbe V.~HAr\, together with an 
addressed envelope for return. 

Members are requested to fill up the paper by 
making a x, in the space pro\'ided, against the 
names of those candidates they desire to elect, and 
to sign their name and gi ve the na me of the lodge 
through which they pay their Section clues-or 
state unattached as the case may be. The yoting 
paper must then be enclosed in el1Yf~lope provided 
and returned so as to reach the Returning Officer 
not later than June 15th. 
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Only t birleen names are required for the Execu­
tive Committee. Members may vote for fewer, 
but papers containing 1II0rc tlun the requisite 
number of votes will be destroyed. Only one vote 
may be given to any candidate. 

EDITH WARIJ, 
RetuYJling Officer. 

Lecture List. 

Secretaries oj Lodges alld Celltres are desired to sce 
that notices for this list are SClIt reglllarly, to arrive lIot 
later than the 20th of the 1Il0nth. The accllracy of this 
list is elltirelv dependent upon their illformation. 

ANTWERP LODGE. Inforlllation from J. Claes­
sens, 300, Rue Provence (sud). 

BATH LODGE. 2, Argyle Street, on Mondays, 
at 8 p.m.: June 1st, . . . J. 1. \Vedgwood; 
June 8th, Informal meeting; June 15th, A Western 
l'vl aglls, Miss E. Severs; June 22nd, Open debate; 
June 29th, The Other Sidr of Death, Miss Codd. 
Information fr0111 Miss Sweet, 36, Henrietta Street, 
Bath. 

BIRMINGHAM LODGE. Room No. 4, Midland 
Institute, on Sundays, at 6.30 p.m. Information 
from Mr. A. P. \Vilkins, 157, High Street, 
Harborne, Birmingham. 

BIRMINGHAM, "ANNIE BESANT" LODGE. County 
Chambers, Corporation Street, on Sundays, at 
6.30 p.m. June 7th , Heredity-Physical alld Emo­
tional, B. Old; June 14th, Heredity-Mental and 
Spiritual, B. Old; June 21st, . . . Miss M. 
Smith; June 28th, Hillts Oil tlie Imlcr Life, B. Old. 
Information from Mrs. Elsie Smith, The Cedars, 
Hall Green, Birmingham. 

BOURNEMOUTH LODGE. Geslingthorpe, King's 
Park Road, on Wednesdays, at 7.30 p.m., for 
members; for members and friends on the first 
and third Sundays, at 3.30 p.111. 

BRADFORD LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 7.45 p.m., 
at Bank Buildings, North Parade. Study of The 
Key to Theosophy. Ladies'" At Home" on Thurs­
days, at 3 p.m. Information from Miss Pattinson, 
41, \Voodview, Bradford. 

BRIGHTON LODGE. The Arts Club, 19, West 
Street, on Sundays, at 3.30 p.l11. Information 
from Dr. King, 54, Compton Avenue. 

BRISTOL LODGE. Tuesdays, at 8.15 p.m., at 
20, Meridian Place, Clifton. Information from 
Mr. Thomas Freeman, 30, Cromwell I\oad. 

BRUSSELS, BRANCHE ANGLO-BELGE. Meetings 
on Fridays. Information from the Secretary, 19, 
Rue Forestiere, Avenue Louise. 

BRUSSELS, BRUSSELS LODGE. Information from 
A. Vanderstraeten, 19, Rue des Commen;:ants. 

BRUSSELS, BRAKCHE CENTRALE BELGE. 58, 
Chaussee d'IxelIes. Study class, second, third 
and fourth Saturdays and second and fourth 
Tuesdays, at 8 p.m. Meetings on first Saturdays 
and first and third Tuesdays, at 8 p.m. Infor­
mation from the Secretary, 21, Eue dn Vallon. 

BRUSSELS, BRANCIlE DU LOTUS DLAKC. Thurs­
days, at 4.30 p.m., at 58, Chaussee d'IxeIles, for 
young members and friends. Information froIll 
the Hon. Secretary, 199, Avenue Albert, Uccle. 

DUBLIN LODGE. Informal meetings on Tllllrs­
days, at 8.15 p.m., at 34, \Vicklow St., dnring 
summer. l\Ionday study group discontinued. 

EASTBOlJENE CENTRE. Meetings on Wednes-
days, at 8 p.m., at 67, Royal Parade. Enquiries 
to Miss [{osemary Greene, 67, Royal Parade. 

EDINBURGII LODGE. 130, George Street. On 
Sundays, at 3 p.m. Thursday meetings sllspended 
for the summer. Library open l\Tondays and 
Fridays, 3.30 to 5.30 p.m. Enquiries to the 
Secretary, 130, George Street. 

EDINJ3URGH, SOUTH EDINJ3URGIl CENTRE. In­
formation from Miss Pagan, 24,Newbattle Terrace. 

EXETER LODGE. 19, Bedford Circus, on Fri­
days, at 8 p.m. For members only, first \Vednes­
day in the 1110nth, at 2.45 p.m., and on second and 
fourth Tuesdays, at 8 p.m. 

FOLKESTONE CENTRE. Fortnightly meetings 
at the house of Mr. J. H uxtable, 2, Brockman 
Road. Information from this address. 

Gu.SGOW LODGE. Tuesdays, at 8 p.l11., at the 
Religious Institution I{oGl11s, 200, Buchanan 
Street. Enquiries to Mr. J. P. Allan, 5, \Vest 
Regent Street, Glasgow. 

GLASGOW CENTRES. Information from: North, 
A. \VaIIace, 136, Balgrayhill, Springburn; SOllth, 
Mrs. J. P. Allan, I, Trefoil Gardens, Shawlands; 
East, I{. J. Somerside, II 8, Garthland Drive, 
Dennistoun; TVest, Mrs. J. T. vVard, 88, 
Balshagra y A vcn ue, Partick. 

GREENOCK CENTRE. Enquiries to 1'vIr. John 
Ross, 19, Nelson Street \Vest. 

HARROGATE LODGE. Theosophical Hall, Beulah 
Street, on Sundays, at 6.30 p.m.: June 7th, The 
Larger COIlSCiOIlSJleSS, Hodgson Smith; June 14th, 
The Maill Poillts of Theosophic Teaching, E. Coult­
hard; June 21St, TeutoJlic Mythology, H. A. \Vilson; 
J unc 28th, The Inward Light, vV. Dell. Fridays, 
at 7.30 p.l1l., at 12, East Parade, for the study of 
llzcosoplty and the New Psychology. 

HULL LODGE. Information from H. E. Nichol, 
Beech Croft, Newland Park, Hull. 

LEEDS, LEEDS LODGE. \Veclnesdays, at 7.45 
p.m., at the Arts Club [{ooms, \Voodhouse Lane, 
Elementary Class. At 11, Queen Square, Advanced 
Class, on Mondays, at 7.45 p.m., and Third Object 
Group on alternate Saturdays. Information from 
the Secretary, 37, \Vood Lane, Leeds. 

LEEDS, LEEDS CENTRE. Information fro111 l\Iiss 
Kennedy, 38, Potternewton Lane, Leeds. 

LETCHWORTII CEKTI<E. Information from Mrs. 
\\'addillgton, Kelfield, Norton \Vay. 

LIVERPOOL, CITY OF LIVERPOOL LODGE. \Ved­
nesdays, at 18, Colquitt Street, at 7.45 p.I1l. : Study 
of TIle Evolution of Life (tlld Forlll. Study circle 
on Mondays, at 3 p.m. Information from the 
Secretary, 18, Colquitt Street. 

LONDON, ADELPHI LODGE. Mondays, at 7.30 
p.m., at 21, Cecil Court, St. Martin's Lane, \V.C. 

LONDON, BATTERSEA LODGE. Sundays, at 7 
p.11l., at the Central Public Library, Lavender 
Hill, S.VV. Enquiries to A. P. Catt:ll1acb, 27, 
Dault I{oad, \Vandsworth COll1l1lon, S.\V. 

LONDON, BLAVATSKY LODGE. Thursdays, at 
8.30 p.Il1., at 28, Albemarle Street, \V.: June 4th, 
111 agic ill tlte Old Testament, Miss C. Sturge; June 

1 
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IIth, Christian MysticislII, Hev. A. L. Lilley; JUllC 

18th, Instruction of Delegates; J UllC 25tll, A tlalltis, 
W. Kingsland. 

LO:-.1DOl'{, CROUCIl E:\D CE:\T!,E. Sundays, at 
6,30 p.m., at the ,\sselllbly Eooms, Middle Lane, 
Crouch End, N. Information from Bertram G. 
Theobald, The Hawthorns, IIornsey Lane, N. 

LONDON, CROYDON LODGE. \Vednescbys, at 
8 p.m., at 18A, Katharine Street, Croydon. In­
formation froIll Fred Horne, 4, Kynaston Road, 
Thornton Heath. 

LONDO:-:, H.P.B. LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 28, 
Albemarle Street, \V., at 8 p.m.: June 4th 
(Essex Hall, Essex Street, Strand), The Objective 
of the New Theology, Rev. R. J. Carnpbell; June 
10th, BuddhislJl, Bikkhu Ananda Metteyya; June 
17th, The FOlllldation and Work of the Theosophical 
Society, 1\1rs. Sharpe; June 24th, EvolutioJlal Ethics, 
l'diss Lind-af-Hageby. Information from Sidney 
Ransom, 8, Inverness Place, Bayswater, 'vV. 

LONDON, HAMPSTEAD LODGE. 9, Lyncroft 
Gardens, Finchley Road, N.\V., on Mondays, 
at 8 p.m.: June 1 st, K. Heinhcimer ; 
3 une 22nd, Religions Ceremollies ill the' Light of 
Occultislll, J. 1. \Vedgwood; June 29th, The Power 
of the Master, A. J. \Vatkins. 

LONDON, HAolPSTEAD HEATH CENTRE. Stan­
field I-louse, on Tuesdays, at 8. IS p.m.: J nne 2nd, 
Yoga as Taugitt by SOllle Christian Saillts, E. M. 
Mallet. Enquiries to l\Iiss K. Shaw, Stanfteld 
House, Hampstead, N.\V. 

Lo:moN, LEWISHA:vI CENTRE. Tuesdays, olt 8 
p.m., at 7, Avenue Hoad, Lewisham. Information 
from Albert Haddock, 176, Fort Road, Bermondsey, 
S.E. 

LONDON, LOTUS CIRCLE. Meetings for children 
on Sundays, at 3.15 p.m., at 8, Inverness Place, 
Queen's Hoad, \V. Grown-up visitors may attend 
on the first Sunday of the month. 

LONDON, NORTH LONDON LODGE. \iVednesdays, 
at 8.30 p.m., at 49, Loraine Hoad, Holloway l'\oad. 

LONDON, \VEST LONDON LODGE. Fridays, at 8 
p.m., at 8, Inverness Place, Queen's Road, \V. : 
June 5th, Lord Bacoll, E. Vdny; June 12th, Busi­
ness meeting; June I9th, J11ctJIOds of Scielltijic lill­
qui)'y, W. c. \\'orsdell; June 26th, Mattcr alld 
j~llcrgy, Miss Gosse. 

i\IANCHESTER, MAKCHESTER CITY LODGE. 
3 I, Lloyd Street, Manchester. Lodge mcctings 
on Tuesdays, ilt 7.30 p.m. Sundays at G.+o p.ll1.: 
June qth, Theosophical Christianity, Miss L. M. 
Ker; June 21St, The 11lvisible ~V()Yld about ItS, E. 
\Vood; June 28th, The Sacrifice oftlte Saviour, Mrs. 
Booth. Information from l\Tiss Ker, Barone, 
Melior, Marple Bridge. 

MANCHESTER, DlDSBURY LODGE. Spath Lodge, 
Spath Road, Didsbury. Information from tbe 
Hon. Secretary, at the above address. 

i\IANCHESTER, SOUTH .iWAl'{CHESTER LODGE. 
Palmerstoll Hall, Palmerstoll Street, Moss Side. 
Information from the HOll. Secretary, 180, Clifton 
Street, Brooks's Bar, i\Ianchester. 

MANCHESTER, VRMSTON CENTRE. Meetings at 
JI, Gloucester Rd., V rmston, on Sunday afternoons. 
I nformation from lVlrs. J ones, at above address. 

i\lARGATE CENTRE. Meetings on alternate 

Tuesdays. Information froIll H. A. Vasse, 7, 
CODnal1ght Iload, l\Iargate. 

lVIERTIIYR TYDVIL CENTl'lc. Inforlllation from 
E. lVI. Thomas, Gwaelodygarth Art Stores. 

MIDDLESBROUGH LODGE. Meetings fortnightly, 
at 46, Linthorpe Hoad, on Mondays, at 8 p.m. 

NOTTINGHAM LODGE. \iVednesdays, at 8 p.m., 
at 2, 'vVellington Circus, study of The Bhagavwl 
Git(!; Fridays, at 3.30 p.m., a ladies' reading class, 
and on alternate Sundays, at 7 p.m., study class. 

OXFORD CENTRE. \Vednesdays, at 8,30 p.m., 
at 12, Park Crescent: June 2nd, The New Thought, 
Mr. Kennedy; June 9th, Pragmatislll, Mrs. \Varren; 
June 16th and 30th, Study of The Substance of 
Faith,' June 23rd, A Busilless Consciellce, Mr. Cut­
c1iffe. Information from Mrs. Anderson, Fairacres 
House, Oxford. 

PLYMOUTH LODGE. Fridays, at 8.30 p.m., and 
Sundays, at 6,30 p.m., at 10, Pentillie ROCld, 
Mutley. Meetings on Sundays and the first 
Friday in the month are open to the public. 
Enquiries to R. J. ElIis, 53, Peverell Park Road. 

PORTSMOUTH LODGE. Alternate Sundays, at 
3 p.m., at Albert Hall, South sea. Enquiriesto Mrs. 
Lyons, "St. Catherine's," Grove Road South, 
Southsea. 

HII'ON CENTRE. 2, Ashville, on Fridays, at 
8 p.m., for the study of The Path of Discipleship. 
Information from John Monger, at above address. 

SHEFFIELD LODGE. Bainbridge Buildings, New 
Surrey Street, on \Vednesdays, at 7.30 p.m., study 
of A Study in Conscioltsness. Lectures on Sundays, 
at 6,30 p.Il1.: June 7th, Life-Wltat it is alld !tow 
to live it, R. Pexton; J Llne 14th, The Problem of 
Sorrow, E. E. Marsden; June 21St, 
F. Dallaway; June 28th, Mystic Pioneers in Modem 
Arts, Mrs. Duncan. Class on Fridays, at 7 p.m. 

SOUTHAMPTON LODGE. 58, London Road, 
Tuesdays, at 8.30 p.m., and Sundays, at 3.30 p.m. 
Enquiries to Mrs. Hollick," Henley," Roberts 
ltoad, Hill. 

SURBITON LODGE. l\Ieetings on Sundays, at 
7 p.Ill., at Felsted, Crane's Park, Surbiton: June 
6th, The Power of TVifl, l\Iiss Dexter; June 13th, 
Questions and Answers. Inforlllation frol11 Mrs. 
Dexter, Adyar, 112, Castlenau, Dames, S. \V. 

TYNESIDE LODGE. Last Sunday of the month, 
rtt 6,30 p.m., at Lily I-louse, Ocean View, \Vhitley 
Bay, and class for study on Tuesdays, at 8 p.m., 
at 80, Saville Street, North Shields. 

WAKEFIELD LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 8 p.m., at 
I, West Parade. Tuesdays, at 8 p.m., study of In 
the Outer Court. Information frol11 C. A. Brotherton, 
Craven I-louse, Belle Vue, Y\Takefield. 

YORK LODGE. Thursdays, at 8 p. m., at the 
Theosophical Hall, High Ousegate: June i th, 
The Elder Brothers of Humallity,' June JIth, The 
Place of Religion in Life. Information frol11 J. E. 
Reid, 49, Grosvenor Terrace, York. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
THE llEPRESENTATION OF TIlE BLAVATSKY 

LODGE. 
DEAR MADAM, 

You haye already in a footnote drawn 
attention to one grave i~accuracy in the state-
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mcnts made by Mr. Twelvetrees about the repre­
sentation of the Blavatsky Lodge; llIay I be 
permitted to supply a few luore facts for his 
information? 

On May 1st, the beginning of the Louge's new 
financial year, its membership nllmbereu 416, of 
whom 105 only were country llIembers--that is to 
say, almost exactly a fourth. The attendance at 
the business meetings is proportionately about the 
same as that of the majority of Lodges; and it 
should not be forgotten that the majority of our 
members join us for purposes other than that of 
attending business meetings, which are either dull 
or contentious; those of us who attend do so 
mainly from a severe sense of duty. 

To the finances of the Section the Lodge con­
tributes yearly £125 in rent and about £180 in 
dues; in addition it gives a donation of £50 as a 
Lodge, while most of the donations to the General 
Fund of the Section are from its members. 

It should also not be forgotten that but for the 
past work of members of this Lodge there would 
have been not only no Section in this country but 
also no Sections on the Continent; finally it has 
yet to be shown that the Lodge has ever voted 
contrary to the best interests of the Section. 

Yours very truly, 
F. EARDLEy-WILMOT, 

1I Oil. Secretary. 

THE BUREAU OF TlIEOSOPIIICAL ACTIVITIES. 

At a meeting of the Committee of the Bureau 
of Theosophical Activities held on April 5th, it 
was instructed to request the courtesy of space in 
THE VAHAN in order to apply for donations towards 
a Travelling Lending Library we are forming. 
Contributions of books (whether new or used) on 
Theosophical or kindred subjects, of back num­
bers of magazines, or of money, will be gratefully 
received, and should be sent to me at 8, Inverness 
Place, Queen's Road, Bayswater, VI/. The 
Travelling Library, when formed, will first go to 
Letchworth (Garden City) and will be used in 
Centres where there are people interested in Theo­
sophical ideas. Those who feel that in om litera­
tme is to be fOllnd our IlIOst fruitful and worthy 

. Illt'ans of propaganda are earn~stly asked for their 
assistance in this work. 

SECTIO:-IAL FINANCE. 

I should like to supplement my letter on Sec­
tional Finance, which appears in the May VKHAN, 
by calling the attention of members to the facts 
there stated as to the financial resources of the 
British Section, and especially to the very 
disastrous decrease in the amount of annual dona­
tions, upon which the Section depends to so large 
an extent. 

The drop in the amount of promised donations, 
from over £600 to a trifle over £100 per annum, 

is a very serio\ls one, and canuol be met, 011 the 
basis of ollr present Ilwlllbership, by the increased 
~ubscription with which the Sectiou taxed itself 
III j()03. 

Uudoubtedly the whole question will have to be 
effectively dealt witli at the Convention in July, 
but meantime the Executive COlllmittee finds 
itself faced with a serious deficiency of income for 
the year which closed 011 April 30th. 

At the request of the Committee I have written 
to a nUlllber of members asking them to assist in 
removing this deficiency before July. In response 
I have received donations and promises as stated 
below, but it has been suggested to me that a 
more general appeal through the medium of THE 
VAHAN would be desirable. I therefore take this 
opportunity of inviting any members who are 
willing and able to contribute even a small amount, 
to share in the task of making good the deficiency 
in income, which is shown in th,,- past year's 
accounts. 

The following amounts have been received 
already, and are hereby gratefully acknowledged: 

{ s. d. 
Mrs. T. 5 5 0 

Anon. 5 0 0 

Mr. and Mrs. H. 5 0 0 

Mrs. C. 5 0 0 

]\[rs. R. 5 0 0 

Mrs.allll Miss B. .J. 0 0 

Mrs. M. 2 2 0 

Mr. and Mrs. 1'. 2 2 0 
JI[r. T. 2 2 0 

Miss C. 2 0 0 

Mr. S. E. - 2 0 0 

Mrs. C. 2 0 0 

Miss C. 2 0 0 

Mrs. M. 2 0 0 

Miss}. 1100 

Miss K. 0 

Mr. B. I 0 

Mrs. M. I I 0 

IVlr. M. 
Mrs. B. 
:'Ilrs. P. 
1\/rs. W. 
l\l rs. S. 
l\[iss 1\[. 
Mrs. C. 
Miss L. 
L. AII/!lo- BeIge 
l\Irs. A. 
1IIr. AI cC. 
1\[rs. L. 
;'\[rs. H. 
l\fiss A. 

{ s. d' 
1 0 

o 0 

1 0 0 

1 0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

10 0 

10 0 

10 0 

10 0 

5 0 

Total {61 10 0 

Promises of further sums, amounting to about 
£ 20, are also to hand. 

The Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure 
Account enclosed with this issue of THE YKHAN 
show the actual financial status of the Section as 
at April 30th. It will be seen that the amollnt 
under the head of j)onations include,; tilt.' SUIII of 
£29 c()llr~cted dIning last year's Convelltiojl -,is 
special donations to meet the then existing deficit. 
In spite of this inclusion the falling off in the total 
of dOllations is a very ~;erious one, as may he seen 
by cOlllparing last year's tignres, which are printed 
in italics in the accounts. 

ElllTlI \\'AIW, 
f101l. Trmsllrrr. 

The subscription to TIlE VXIL\N for those who 
are not members of the Dritish Section of the 
Theosophical Society is 25. 6d. per al1l111111 , post 
free. Single copies, 3d. each, may be obtained frolll 
the Theosophical Publishing Society, 161, New 
Bond Street, \V., to whom subscriptions should 
also be sent. No back numbers can be supplied. 

-

Printed by the \VO~!E:'>I'S PRINTING SOCIETY, LIMITEIl, 66 and 6S, \Vhilcomb Slreet, \V.C. 
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ITHE CONVENTION. 

As announced in the June V!HAN, the business 
meeting on Saturday and the two meetings on 
Sunday, July 4th and 5th, will be held at Essex 
Hall, Essex Street, Strand, \V.c., while the usual 
reception of members on Saturday evening will be 
held at 28, Albemarle Street. Special attention 
may be called to the new feature introduced this 
year, the Sunday afternoon lecture at Essex Hall. 
Dr. Coomaraswamy, who has been invited to 
lecture, is a well-known authority on the subject 
of Indian art, and it is hoped that members will 
bring friends who may be interested in the subject. 

For the convenience of members a separate 
programme has been printed, and accompanies 
this V1HAN. It contains the agenda for the 
business meeting as well as a general list of 
mtetings. 

The Report of the Executive Committee is 
printed in THE V1HAN, and not as a separate slip 
as heretofore. 

Any members who may be able to send flowers 
to decorate the rooms for the Saturday reception 
are invited to address them to the Secretary of the 
Social Committee, 28, Albemarle Street. They 
will be very gratefully received. 

KATE SPINK, 

Gt1!eral Secretary. 

ELECTION OF GENERAL SECRETARY 

AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

The following are the results of the poll which 
closed on June I~th. 

Votes. 

General Secretary: Mrs. Sharpe 433 
Miss Spink 40~ 

Majority for Mrs. Sharpe 

E x~Clttive Committee. 
Votes. 

Mr. Mead . 53~ 
Miss Mallet . 495 
Mr. Wedgwood . 473 
Mr. Sin nett . 469 
;vIr. Smith . 462 
Miss Bright . 437 
Mr. Burrows· - 436 

1\1r. Leo 
Mr. Whyte 
Miss Green 
Mr. Glass 
Mr. Kingslalld 
Mrs. Lanullth 

31 

Votes. 

• 422 

· 40 5 
• 4 00 

32 3 
318 
30 9 

The above will form the Committee, together 
with the General Secretary and Treasurer. 

The votes polled for the remaining candidates 
are as under: 

Votes. 

Mr. Watkins - - 307 
Mr. Marsden· - 299 
Mr. Harrison - 290 
Dr. King . 289 
M1:;. Betts 277 
l\!r. Cattanach 267 
Mr. AlIan 265 
Mr. Thomas - 247 
Mr. Theobald 233 
Mr. Ransom . 209 
Mr. Barker 201 

Dr. Nunn - 178 
Mr. Bell - 160 

Miss Severs . 
1\1r. Laycock 
1\1r. Firth 
1\1r. Wood 
I\Iiss \V oods . 
I\!r. Old 
1\1r. Goode 
1\1r. Banks 
Miss Gosse 
Miss Rea 
Mr. Wilkinson 
Mr. Wheeler 

Votes. 

156 
153 
122 

107 
105 
95 
83 
79 
70 

53 

Four hundred and fifty votes were polled for 
Mrs. Sharpe as a member of the Executive 
Committee. 

The number of voting papers issued was about 
1,600. 

The total number of papers returned was 956. 
102 papers were neutral with regard to the 
General Secretary. 

Eighteen papers were unsi~ned and therefore 
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cancelled. 'Three papers were cancelled as r~­
gards the Executive Committee by reason of 
containing marks for more than thirteen names. 

EDITH WARD, 
Returnillg Officer. 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR 1907-8. 

To BE PRESEKTED TO THE COl\YENTION, JULY 4TH. 

The number of new members entered during the 
past year has considerably exceeded tllat for the 
year 1906-7. Fr01l1 June 21st, 1907, to June 20th, 
1908, 287 members joined, as against 220 for the 
previous year. For the same period the resigna­
tions have been 88, 72 have lapsed, 17 died, and 
10 joined other Sections, making a total gain of 
103 in plllce of a loss of 76 notified in the last 
report. The total mem bershi p of the Section is 
now about 1,910. 

Four newBranches have been formed during the 
year-Broughton (Yorks.), Portsmouth, "Annie 
Besant" (Birmingham), and" Arjuna" (Barce­
lona). Of these the Broughton returned its 
Charter' shortly after formation, and the Isis 
Branch of Brussels having also dissolved the net 
gain in Branches is two, making a total of forty­
seven, of which thirty-eight are in the United 
Kingdom. Three Centres have heen added­
U rmston, Eastbourne and Letch worth; ;md one 
dropped. There are now twenty on the list. 
. The income of the Section from donations has 
seriously fallen off, as members Illay "see on con­
sulting the accounts sent with" the June VAHAN'. 
The fall on this item has been from £353 to £281, 
and this follows a practically continuous drop from 
over £600 a few years ago. It·is clear that unless 
there is some improvement ill the voluntary con­
tributions arrangenlents must in the future be 
made for a more linllted sectional organisation in 
order to red lice the expenditure substantially. 
The letter of the Treasurer in the May VAHAN 
gives a clear and valuable statement of the posi­
tion, and the attention of all mr;mbers is called to 
it. As regards subscriptions, tbis item shows an 
increase of about £25, due to the larger member­
ship, somewhat offset by the remissions made in 
cases of poverty. On the expenditure side the 
increase in the size of TlIE VAHAN on various 
occasions has made a substantial addition of {21 
to Its cost. Convention expenses remain at prac­
tically the same levelnotwilhstanding the special 
Convelltion, as the last annual one was arranged 
as economically as possible. The Committee, 
however, have come to thecollclusion that a large 
saving can be effected without any loss in efficiency, 
by dropping the expensive separate report and 
utilising THE VAHAN for the publication of the 
various items hitherto published separately. This 
method, if adopted, will retain the permanent 
record of the work of the Section, but keep it 
within the limits of its monthly journal. The 
Treasurer will deal with the Enancial statelllent 
E1Qre in detail in her report, but it may be put on 

record here that'the deficit actually existing in the 
current account at the end of the financial year 
has been much more than met by the response to 
the special appeal of the Treasurer for donations 
to a deficit fund, so that the finances of the Sec­
tion are actually on a better level than appears in 
the published accounts. 

The chief feature of the year has been the 
redrafting of the I\ules of the Section. 

The Committee on Rules, appointed at the last 
Annual Convention, met four times in January and 
February of this year and dealt with the numerous 
suggestions sent in hy a number of Branches and a 
few individualll1embers. The Committee consisted 
of the ten members of the Executive Committee 
and eight additional members: Mr. Burrows, Mr. 
Dunlop, :Mr. Falllding, !VIr. Firth, Miss Green, Dr. 
King, Mr. Sinnett and lVIr. Hodgson Smith. The 
Special COllvention, which met on April 4th to 
settle the rules, consisted of sixty-two delegates, 
representing sixty-Eve votes, all of which belonged 
to British Branches; about ISO members attended 
the meeting. The recommendations of the Rules 
Committee were adopted in the main, the chief 
feature lJeing the election of officers and Executive 
Committee by a ballot of all the British members 
of the Section. 

The President during ber visit to this country 
last year laboured with her customary energy and 
delivered a considerable number of private and 
public lectures. Three receptions were arranged 
by the Committee immediately after the last Con­
vention, to ell able members to meet personally 
their newly elected President, and the first one 
was largely attended by the country and foreign 
men~bers who were ill town for the Convention, 
London members forming the bulk of the visitors 
at the last two. Mrs. Besant marked her election 
to the Presidency by giving a free public lecture. 
at the large Queen's Hall on July loth, on "The 
Value of Theosophy in the \Vork of the \Vorld." 
The lecture was a great success and the hall 
was crowded with a most appreciative audience, 
Mrs. Besant's otiler lectures included a special 
course on Yoga at Albel1larle Street, a .series 
of fom lectures to the Blavatsky Lodge at Essex 
Hall, a lectmc at the Small Queen's Hall to the 
newly formed H.P.D. Lodge and public lectures 
at Hollowa y, Surbiton, ;,Tanchester, Liverpool, 
Nottingham, Birmingham, Bath, Exeter, Bourne­
mouih, Southampton and Brighton, delivered 
before and after her visit to America. A gratify­
ing testimony to the personal affection of the 
members for Mrs. Besant was given by the 
formation of a fund in honour of her sixtieth 
birthday, the fund receiving contributions from 
various parts of the world. Miss Ward was able 
to hand over to Mrs. Besant tbe sum of 
£1,128 18s. 9d., as the result of the contributions 
which came to her, independently of the separate 
gift raised in America. Mrs. Besant, in acknow­
ledging and thanking the givers, published a list of 
funds in need of help to which she had already 
distributed a large part of the gift and expressed 
her intention to use the money for the fllrtheranc;e 
of her work. 
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During the year the Library has had the 
substantial number of 106 books presented to it 
and 46 haye been purchased. Ten have disap­
peared. The total number at the end of April 
was 3,57+. The books borrowed fell somewhat 
below the total of last year, the library having been 
used for borrowing to the extent of 626 books. 
The classification of the books borrowed is as 
follows: Arch<eology, 32; Biography, 25; Fiction, 
63; History, IQ; Masonry, 16; Miscellaneous, 47; 
Mysticism, 59; Occult Arts, 49; Philosophy, 31 ; 
Poetry, IQ; Psychical Research, 20; Religion, 
123; Science, 28; Spiritualism, 11; Theosophy, 
IQ2. The thanks of the Committee, and of the 
Section generally, are due to the ladies who have 
so kindly assisted in the Library during the past 
year, and more especially to Miss Melvill, who 
has devoted a large portion of her time to the work. 
The Library has been rearranged under the 
direction of Miss Lloyd and it is hoped, now that 
the books are more readily available for readers, 
that greater use will be made of them for purposes 
of study. 

The Social Committee has continued its useful 
work in an energetic manner during the past year. 
The Monday afternoon meetings have proved as 
successful as usual, twenty-seven lectures having 
been given from October, 1907, to June, 1908, by 
the following: Mr. Chatterji, Mr. Sinnctt, Miss 
\Vard, Mr. Mead, Miss C. E. Woods, Mrs. 
Hooper, Mrs. Betts, Mr. \Vheeler, Mr. \Vedg­
wood, Miss ;\iallet, lVliss Sketchley, l\ev. Dr. 
Cobb, Mr. Banks, Miss Lilian Lloyd and Mr. 
J ast. 

Three" At Homes" have been given, to which 
many new members have been invited, and the 
Debating Society and groups for study have all 
been carried on regularly. The study groups 
have included a new feature-Egyptology-under 
the guidance of Mrs. Betts and Miss Gosse, while 
Mrs. Betts, Mrs. Currie and Miss Voisin have 
conducted three groups for the study of Theo­
sophical teachings. The Committee has been 
presided over by Mrs. Hoffmeister during tbe past 
year, and has been of the greatest assistance in 

. utilising the rooms at Headquarters for the benefit 
of the war k of the Section. 

The Correspondence Class under the guidance 
of Miss Lilian Lloyd has been engaged on Mr~. 
Besant's Study in Consciollsness since 1906, and the 
monthly papers sent in have shown that there has 
been Illuch careful consideration given to the work. 
The number of students has somewhat declined 
during the year, ten baving left for various canses 
and four joined, making a total, in June, 1908, of 
sixteen. 

The Activities Committee has sufferen severely 
by the loss of its devoted Secretary, Mr. Tovey, 
who has been unable to continue l1is worl< for it, 
owing to lack of time. The only special activity 
that need be mentioned is the yery sllccessful 
lecture at Hammersmith in March, organised to 
start a centre of work in that neighbourhood. 
Miss \Vard gave a lantern lecture on " Thoughts 
are Things" to an excellent audience. 

A Bureau of Theosophical Activities was started 

in July at a l\leering presided over by Mrs. Besant, 
and Mr. Vvedgwood has acted as its Secretary. 
The organisation is a voluntary and unofficial one, 
and includes prop;lganda, press, hospitality and 
correspondence departments under separate Secre­
taries. At the date of writing no complete report 
of the work done is available, hut an outline of the 
scheme adopted appeared in the March VAHAN. 

Mr. Mead gave two afternoon courses of six 
Lectures each, at 28, Albemarle Street, in 
Nove!~lber and December, 1907, and l\'larch and 
April, 1908. The subjects were, in 1907, "Two 
Rituals from the Mysteries," and in 1908, "The 
Gnostic Crucifixion"; "The Mystery of the 
Cross," and four lectures on the Chald::ean Oracles. 
Both courses were followed with the greatest 
interest by those attending. 

Mr. Kingsland, one of the oldest members of the 
Section and formerly more prominently before the 
notice of its me,nbers by writing and lecturing, 
has again come into more active work, and in 
April and May delivered a special course of five 
lectures at Headqnarters on " Scientific Idealism." 
A very comprehensive and interesting syllabus 
was published and a good attendance was the 
gratifying result. 

The various Federations continued their regular 
work and brought together many members from 
the Branches within their areas. The Northern 
Federation carried out its plan of changing the 
place of its quarterly meetings, assembling at 
Harrogate in August, under the Presidency of 
Miss Ward; at Manchester,in November, with Mr. 
Percy Lund presiding; at Sheffield, in February, 
when Mr. Sinnett took the chair; and at Harro­
gate 111 May, with Mr. Marsden in the chair. In 
each case the President for the occasion delivered 
both public lectures and addresses to members. 
The Annual Meeting of the South- \Vestern Fed· 
eration was held in February at Bath, when lVIiss 
\Vard presided and lectured on " Some Tendencie3 
of Modern Thought." 1\1r. Sidney Old retired 
from the Secretaryship of the Federation after a 
year of active work in that position and Miss 
Douglas Fox was elected in his place. The 
London Federation held three meetings during the 
year and obtained good attendances of members. 
In October Mrs. Despard addressed the meeting, 
and in February Mr. Mead, while in April, on the 
evening of the Special Convention, Father Hugh 
Benson was invited to speak on "Christian 
Mysticism," and gaye a most interesting address 
to a crowded meeting, including a large number of 
country members. 

Various new departures have been made in the 
work of a few of the Lodges and the old work has 
for the most part been continued without inter­
ruption. The very useful public meetings of the 
Blavatsky Lodge on Sunday evenings have proved 
the means of attracting many visitors frol11 out­
side the Society, and large audiences have been 
the rule. 

The vVest London Lodge has made a special 
feature of the stlldy of Christian doctrine and has 
invited well-known members of different Christian 
communities to address it, with gratifying results. 
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The H.B.P. Lodge, formed shortly after the 
last ConventIon, has put forward a very extensive 
and varied programme, including three groups 
under the three Objects of the Society, an art 
group, and a physiology class. Meetings of the 
various groups have been regularly held, in 
addition to weekly public lectures, given in some 
instances by visitors of note outside the Society. 
Special mention may be made of the address in 
April by Dr. Baraduc on "Les forces fluidiques 
humaines et les troubles nerveux," with an exhi­
bition of his famous photographs; and the lecture 
in Essex Hall on the New Theology by the Rev. 
R. J. Campbell. 

The Harrogate Lodge started systematic pro­
paganda in some Midland towns, which should, if 
continued, prove of great value. Under the chair­
manship of Mr. Hodgson Smith public lectures 
were given at Derby, Burton, Loughborough and 
Leicester, by Miss V'/ard, Mr. Wedgwood and 
Mr. E. 'vVood, with most successful results. Five 
study groups were formed and it is hoped that 
they may serve as centres for further work. 

Perhaps the most original undertaking of the 
year was due to the Edinburgh Lodge, which in 
February gave a public dramatic performance of 
Ibsen's Peer Gyllt. Peer GYllt has never yet been 
put upon the professional stage in Britain and it is 
therefore especially gratifying to note that the 
ambitious effort met not only with artistic but also 
financial success and great public interest was 
aroused in Edinburgh. Miss Pagan's pamphlet, 
Has" Peer Gynt" a Key? proved of much value in 
presenting a Theosophical interpretation of the 
meaning of the play. 

Mr. E. \Vood of Manchester occupied three 
weeks in September in a constant round of lec­
tures in the North of England, delivering three 
lectures each at Huddersfield, Sheffield, Barnsley, 
Leeds, York, \Vakefield and Halifax, the course 
being greatly appreciated. 

Mention must be made of the great loss sus­
tained by two Lodges in the deaths of Mr. Lar­
muth, of Manchester, and Mr. Powis Hoult, of 
Dublin. Both members have been of the greatest 
service in their respective districts and were known 
over much wider areas, Mr. Larmuth for his 
many years' work in the North of England, and 
Mr. Hoult through his writings during the past 
few years. 

The work in the foreign countries associated 
with this Section has been making good progress 
during the past year. Detailed reports are not 
yet to hand, but a fair number of new members 
have joined in Belgium and the meetings of the 
various Branches have been carried on regularly. 
The loss of the "Isis" Branch is not a loss of 
membership, the members having joined the other 
Branches in Brussels. 

In Spain the activity has, as usual, been of a 
quiet and chiefly literary kind, a very large body 
of Theosophical literature now existing in Spanish, 
but the usual meetings have also been carried on. 

_ The new Branch in Barcelona, the" Arjuna,'; has 
been formed mainly by members formerly in the 
Barcelona Branch. 

In Russia the movement has so far progressed 
that a definite organisation of the various groups 
is expected in the late summer or autumn, to be 
directly attached to Adyar. New Centres have 
been formed and a Russian periodical, The Theo­
sophical Messenger, started. Several books have 
also been puhlished and there is every prospect uf 
a substantial ll1crease in activity in the future, 
when the new organisation has had time to adapt 
itself to the conditions of work, which of course 
differ considerably from those in this country. 

The literature published during the past year has 
included the Transactions of the Thzrd Annual Con­
gress of the Federation ~f European Sections, in which 
this Section can, of course, claim only a share. 
The volume has, however, been edited by one of 
its members and forms a most valuable addition 
to the permanent literature of the Society. Mrs. 
Besant's London Lectures of 1907 include the nine 
lectures given at Queen's Hall and Essex Hall 
last summer and make a small but substantial 
volume, which has been greatly appreciated by its 
large circle of readers. She has also issued as a 
Transaction of the H.B.P. Lodge a pamphlet in 
defence of Mme. Blavatsky entitled H. P. Blavatsky 
and tlte Masters of Wisdom. Mr. Mead has added 
largely to his useful series of small volumes on 
Gnosticism under the general title Echoes from the 
Gnosis. The new volumes are: The Hymn of Jesus, 
The Mysteries of Mithra, A Mithriac Rituat, A 
Gnostic Crucifixion and Chaldcemt Oracles (2 vols.). 
The whole set will form a valuable popular intro­
duction to Gnostic teachings. Mr. Orage is 
responsible for a small work of a psychological 
nature on Conscious1/ess: A Ilimal, Human and Super­
human and other authors have contributed volumes 
on a great variety of subjects. 

Signed 011 behalf of the Executive COlllmittee, 
KATE SPINK, 

General Secretary. 

The attendances of members of the Executive 
Committee at the eight meetings held since the 
last Convention are as follow: Mrs. Betts, 3; 
Mr. Cattanach, 6; Mr. Glass, 8; Miss Lloyd, 8 ; 
Mr. Marsden, 6; Mr. 11ead, 8; Dr. Nunn, 7; 
Miss Spink, 7; Mr. Thomas, 7; Miss \\lard, 8. 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

FOR RESEARCH INTO MYSTIC 

TRADITION. 

Nearly a year ago our President sketched the 
outline of a definite work to be undertaken with 
regard to researches in the history of l\Iystic 
Tradition, and also said it was proposed to isslle 
Quarterly Transactions. Various enquiries as to the 
delay in publication have, naturally, reached us 
from members who do not know the difficulties 
entailed in preparing and organising sllch a scheme, 
and we think it better to give the reasons for the 
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delay up to the present, and for possible delay in 
the future. 

The first retarding of the development of the 
scheme was owing to serious illness, which 
necessitated five months in a sanatorium, during 
the time of which I was not able to do any definite 
or continued work, except a small alllount of 
correspondence; therefore the Programme for the 
work, and the organisation in general, was only 
finally drawn up in January, 1908, and the first 
scheme sent round to the International Committee 
for their suggestions and modifications, at that 
time. 

In February and March I was ill with influenza, 
and my correspondence was stopped entirely, and 
only during the last month have I been able to 
begin to gather up the arrears; now I am very 
much better, and hope soon to have filled up what 
is lacking in this line of work. 

The delay in the issue of the approved Pro­
gramme, however, is owing to the inevitable con­
ditions of international work; the long postal 
distances, sometimes loss of letters; some of the 
answers from the Committee did not reach our 
Hon. Secretary, M. Mallet, until the end of May. 

The results had to be sent to me, and then, with 
any added matter, returned to him; all of which 
caused delay. Now the final Programme is in the 
hands of M. Mallet, and as soon as possible it will 
be printed and sent out to all the representatives 
of the International Committee. 

To pass to the next point: the explanation of the 
delay in publishing the quarterly Transactions is very 
simple: we have not as yet had sufficient material 
sent to us to bring out more than one number! The 
material for the quarterly Transactions must be pro­
duced by the members, and if but little research 
work is done, then no continued publication is 
possible for the time. 

In making this statement I am not suggesting 
any blame, or any criticism; research work is a 
special kind of work, and time cannot be counted; 
it takes much patience and cannot be hurried. 

Our Hon. Secretary, M. Mallet, wrote to me 
with such rare appreciation of this kind of work 
that I take the liberty of quoting his words, which 
I most thoroughly endorse. I had written of the 
delay in the quarterly TransactwlIs, and he answered 
as follows: 

" I am sorry, but not at all surprised to hear 
that you only have up to the present moment six 
articles for the Transactions. Ordinary literature 
is one thing, and research work another! An 
active imagination and facile pen may produce 
any number of pages in a month; but writing an 
article after long, difficult, and often wearisome 
investigations in Libraries and Archives cannot 
be done at a moment's notice: 

"vVere all helpers' old hands,' with drawers 
full of notes, the fruit of years of labour and study, 
we might see ahead. Unfortunately, we are most 
of us new to the work. Some are only just be­
ginning to see their line. Others, after having 
offered, or accepted, do not give the feeblest sign 
of undertaking any special study. A few answer 
bluntly that their time is taken up by other things. 

It is quite impossible, as you say, to :bring out a 
Quarterly with such a staff." 

This is precisely the position, and most clearly 
put; and this being so, it is necessary now to 
make a change in the scheme as originally 
planned. This change, necessitated by the exi­
gencies of the position, will, I hope, meet the case, 
and have the approval of subscribers, who will 
ha ve quite as much, if not more, interesting 
information into researches in Traditions. 

Having thus briefly outlined the reasons for the 
long delay, M. Mallet will add the new proposal, 
which will shortly be printed in the Programme 
now nearly ready for the International Committee. 

ISABEL COOPER-OAKLEY. 

Considering the slowness and the difficulties of 
our researches, inherent to their special nature, it 
is proposed to issue yearly or half-yearly one or 
two volumes, according to the material in hand; 
and to publish, in addition, a small quarterly or 
half-yearly Bulletin (similar to THE VAHAN). This 
would contain notes on the work done, suggestions 
for research, correspondence, and any items of 
interest too brief for the Trallsactiolls, but likely to 
be useful to members. 

Any subscribers not content with this una void­
aLle change in our programllle can have their 
subscriptions returned. For the first year the 
subscription paid will entitle the suLscriber to 
receive the book (or two booh) issued and the 
quarterly or half-yearly Bulletin. 

G. A. MALLET, 
Hon. Secretary. 

ACTIVITIES. 

The Executive Committee. 

The Executive Committee met on Saturday, 
June 20th, at 2.30 p.m. All members were present 
with the exception of the General Secretary, who 
was absent through illness. ]\lrs. Betts was in 
the chair. 

Miss \Vard, as Returning Officer, announced 
the result of the election of the General Secretary 
and Executive Committee for the coming year, 
having pressed forward with the work of counting 
in order to let the result be known at the earliest 
opportunity. 

A letter from the President of the South Man­
chester Lodge was read and it was decided that, 
under the circumstances, the return of the Charter 
should be asked for. The membership had fallen 
below the minimum of seven. 

The Treasurer reported on the result of the 
appeal for donations to meet the deficit on last 
year's accounts. 

The outstanding contribution of the Section to 
the European Federation was again considered, 
and as the accounts submitted did not give a clear 
view of the financial position it was decided that 
the new Treasurer of the Federation should be 
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asked for fuller information before the contribution 
be remitted to him. 

The membership and financial reports were 
submitted and cheques passed for payment. The 
membership report showed that from 1\Iay 1St to 
June r8th 64 members had joined, 16 resigned,s 
lapsed, 4 died, and 2 were transferred to other 
Sections, making a net gam of 37. 

The Report of the Committee to the Con vention 
and the programme of the Convention were read 
and passed, and the Social Committee was invited 
to undertake the arrangements for the Saturday 
evening reception. 

Finance-Deficit Fund. 

In addition to the sums ackllow ledged in the 
June VAHAN, I have the pleasure to announce the 
receipt of the following amounts: 

1liss B. 
1Iiss S. 
Mr. Z. -
Mrs. S. 
Mr. B .. 
Miss H. 
Mrs. N. 
Miss B. 
Miss K. 

£ s. d. 
5 0 0 

5 00 

33 0 
220 
200 
I 

I 

I 0 

I 0 

I 0 

o 0 

[ s. d. 
Miss i\l. 
'vlrs. U. 
Mr. C. -
Mr. R. L. C. 
Mr. K. -
Miss L. 

Total [25 

o 0 

o 0 

10 6 
IQ 6 
10 0 

10 0 

9 0 

EDITH \V AIm, 

l-I01l. Trcasurer. 

Donations to the General Fund. 

The following donations have been received to 
June 20th: E. 1\1. H., £5; J. M., 65.; E. F., £4; 
G. P. E., £S 55. Total, £14 I IS. Special dona­
tions for the deficit are acknowledged separately 
by the Treasurer. 

Reference Library. 

The following books have been presented to the 
Library, Politics aJld}-] istory, \Villiam La w M athe­
son, 1902; The Bi-litcl'ill Cypller oj Sir Frallcis Bacon, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Gallup, 1901; The XIth Dynasty 
Telllple at Deir El-Balli1ri, Part 1., Edouard N avilIe, 
1907; Les Vibl'iltiolls de la Vitalite HU1IZaille, Hippolyte 
Baraduc, 1904 (presented by the author); TIle 
Works of Richard RoUe, ed. by C. Horstman, 1895, 
2 vols. ; Seen and Unseen, E. Katherine Bates, 1908; 
Mental Evolution in M an, G. J. Romanes, 1888. 

The following books have been purchased for 
the Library: La Tradition Manllscrite de Sozolll/:Jle 
(Texte und Untersuchungen, No. XXXI!., 2B), 
Joseph Bidez, 1908; To 'J1lOse Who Suffer, Aimee 
13lech, trans. by F. RothweII, 1908; A Translation 
of Yoga- Vasishta, K. Narayanswallli Aiyer, 1896; 
Fraglllcllts of Thought alld Life, 1\Iabel COl\illS, 1908 ; 
The C1laldean Qrades, G. I{. S. 1\1 ead, 1908; Pi/rsifal, 
Arnold Banks, 1908: The [(illg Pl'{destillate, Michael 
\Vood, 1908; A Child's Story of AtlaJltis, \Villiam 
Kingsland, 1908. 

LILIAN LLOYD, 

Librarian. 

The Rev. R. 1. Campbell's Lecture. 

The Editor of The Christian C01lZ1Jlollu'talth wishes 
to announce that a verbatim report of the lecture 
given in Essex Hall on June 4th by Mr. Camp­
bell will appear in that paper in two issues before 
the end of August. The exact dates of publication 
are not yet available. 

H.P.B. Lodge. 

THE THEOSOPHICAL ORDER OF SERVICE. 

A meeting in connection with the above will be 
!leld in place of the regular H.P.B. Lodge meet­
lllg, at Headquarters, on Wednesday, July 8th, at 
8 p.m., in the hope that as many friends from 
Provincial Lodges as possible will attend. 

The following Leagues of Service are in pro­
cess of formation, and these will be discussed at 
the meeting: 

I. League for Social Brotherhood. 
2. League for National Education. 
3. League for the Abolition of Vivisection, 

Vaccination and Inoculation. 
4. League for Sociology and the Social 

Problem. 
5. League for Eastern and Occult Science. 
6. League for the Child Problem. 
7. League for Literary and Press work. 

Further information may be obtained from 
DR. LOUISE ApPEL, 

28, AlbemarIe Street, \V. 

North London Lodge. 

The course of Public Lectures (Wednesday 
evenings) terminated at the end of May, bnt 
meetings are being held at the new Lodge 
quarters, 13, Ingleby Road, HoIloway Road, N., 
on Monday evenings, at 8 o'clock. 

H.T. 

Leeds Lodge. 

At the annual meeting of the Leeds Lodge, held 
at the Arts Club Rooms, on May 5th, Mr. C. N. 
Goode resigned the presidency and Mr. Ernest 
Ollthwaite, the last year's Vice-President, was 
elected President. l\lr. F. F. Laycock was re­
elected Hon. Secretary. \Veekly clas~es for 
elementary and advanced study were arranged, 
and the Lodge also passed a resolution approving 
the formation of a group for carrying out the third 
object of the Society. Secretary, pro tem., Mr. 
C. S. Best, Il, Queen's Square, Leeds, to whom 
enquiries should be made. 
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Bureau of Theosophical Activities, 

Correspondence Department. 

New or isolated members who may wish advice 
or information on Theosophical subjects, or mem­
bers wishing mutual exchange of ideas thereon, 
may be placed in touch by correspondence with 
others competent to give such information. 

Students of the various branches of Indian 
thought and philosophy may be put in corre­
spondence with competent members of the Indian 
Section. Apply to the Hon. Secretary, 8, Inverness 
Place, Queen's Road, Bayswater, \V. 

A. S. B. 

Dr. :Baraduc's Experiments. 

[Left over from the M ay issue owing to lack of 
space.-ED.] 

The lecture-room at Headquarters was crowded 
to overflowing on the evening of April 8th, when 
Dr. Baraduc lectured to the H.P.B. Lodge, and 
presented to the audience, by means of lantern 
slides, the results of some of his experiments and 
observations in Psychiatry. By means of care­
fully sensitised plates he has found it possible to 
photogra ph the various emanations which come 
from people under strong emotional excitement; 
one photograph, for instance, was that of his little 
son mourning over a dead pheasant which his 
father had just killed, and around the boy the 
atmosphere was seen to be in waves of agitated 
vibrations. Another phenomenon of which the 
lecturer gave several examples was that of a band 
or streak of light which emanated from one per­
son, and fonnd its way to another of whom the first 
was ir,tently or constantly thinking. Such" liens," 
or bonds, Dr. Baraduc assured us are extremely 
common, and thongh when sent with thoughts 
of good-will and benevolence they may be very 
acceptable, they are very often found to be a real 
chain or shackle binding one individual to another 
to their hurt. I n such cases he has had to resort 
to physical means for breaking the ch~in, using 
either a small sharp instrument of steel or silver, 
or sometimes having recourse to fire to burn it 
away. The patient experiences a mOlllentary 
physical pain, and then a feeling of intense relief 
as the alien influence is dissipated. 

Some of the photographs which most deeply 
moved and interested the audience were those 
which the lecturer had obtained after the death of 
his beloved wife and little son. As Dr. Baraduc 
remarked, considerable fortitude was needed to 
prosecute his researches under these conditions, 
and one cannot but feel grateful to the husband 
and father who put aside for a moment in the 
interests of science his own personal feelings. 

In one of tLe photographs, Ll.ken twenty-three 
hours after his son's death, in the room where the 
body rested, these vital et hers are seen circulating 
through the room, rising upwards, and finally taking 
$hape in an outline head of a child gazing with fixed 

attention on the picture of Christ crucified which 
is placed at the head of the coffin. At the same 
time a shaft of light descends directly upon the 
bier. 

Three persons who were in the room at the 
time felt strong physical effects from the influences 
about. 

Shortly afterwards the father, wishing to obtain 
a photograph of the place where his son was 
buried, exposed a plate in or near the churchyard, 
with the result that he got a photograph of the 
cathedral and principal buildings round it, and far 
up above, in the sky, a faint but clear outline of a 
child's face! 

Twenty-five days after his son's death Dr. 
Baraduc sustained another blow in the loss of his 
wife. Before she died he urged her strongly to fix 
her mind on the thoughts of " Confidence," "Jesus 
Christ" and "Light," and after her death, for a 
period of one month, he felt her with him and 
appealing to him for help and counsel; until one 
day he suddenly realised that she had found force' 
to pass on higher, and that he was left a widower 
indeed! 

The photographs taken immediately after her 
death show three spheres or balls of light, side by 
side, resting on her body. 

Space does not permit a description of the many 
pictures of interest shown by the lecturer, both at 
the informal meeting in the afternoon when he 
showed his photographs, and in the evening lec­
ture; nor is it possible adequately to describe these 
pictures in word~; but the point on which Dr. 
Baraduc laid stress was that here are records, 
obtained hy ordinary photographic methods, of 
some of the workings of the human mind and 
feelings, as well of non-physical entities. One very 
interesting photograph r(:presented a large number 
of spheres of light of all sizes; and this the lecturer 
told llS was the result of a plate exposed during 
pilgrimage time at Lourdes, when thousands of 
people were uniting in prayer and supplication. 

At the cnd of the meeting, after a very hearty 
vote of thanks had been ofIered to the lecturer by 
the President of the Lodge, and most warmly 
responded to by those present, Ur. Baraduc assured 
his listeners that h" would be very glad of their 
co-operation in the researches he is carrying Ot~, 
and begged anyone who made any observations 
of interest along these lines to communicate with 
him at 191, l\ue St. Honore, Paris. 

E. M. M. 

Lecture List. 
For the current issue, ill order to make room for tile 

Executive COll/mittee's Report and other important 
matter, ollly 1IIeetings which have been actually notified 
as fa king place during the month have been inserted. 
lvlost Branches Sltspend meetillgs for the SIll/lIIICr 1IIollths. 

Secretaries oj Lodges and Centres are desired to see 
that !latices for this list are sent regularly, to arrive not 
later than the 20th of the 1II0nth. The accuracy of this 
list is elltirelv depmdellt upon their information. 

BATH LODGE. 2, Argyle Street, on Mondays, 
at 8 p.m. : July 6th, Informal meeting; July 13th 
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and 27th, Lectures; July 20th, Debate. Infor­
mation from Miss Sweet, 36, Henrietta Street, 
Bath. 

BIRMINGHAM, "A NNIE BESANT" LODGE. County 
Chambers, Corporation Street, on Sundays, at 6,30 
p.m.: July 12th, Toleration, C. E. Smith; July 19th, 
TlzePltysicalBody, H. A. Onions; July 26th, Avataras, 
Mrs. Thomas. Study Classes on Thursdays and 
Saturdays, at 7 p.m. Information from Mrs. Elsie 
Smith, The Cedars, Hall Green, Birmingham. 

BRADFORD LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 7,45 p.m., 
at Bank Buildings, North Parade. Study of The 
Key to Theosophy. Information from Miss Pattinson, 
41, vVoodview, Bradford. 

HARROGATE LODGE. Theosophical Hall, Beulah 
Street, on Sundays, at 6.30 p.m.: July 5th, The 
Sixth Race and the Sixth Seuse, Miss Hilda Smith; 
July 12th, The M ast~rs, Miss Mary Sha w i July 
19th, Have we ever Lwed Refore? Hodgson SmIth; 
July 26th, Spiritualism and Spirituality, Mrs. Bell. 

. Fridays, at 7.30 p.m., at 12, East Parade, for the 
study of Theosophy and the New Psychology. 

LONDON, BLAVATSKY LODGE. Thursdays, at 
8.30 p.m., at 28, Albemarle Street, \V.: JuIY:ll1d, 
Atlllan, G. R. S. Mead; July 9th, Lyric Poetry, 
Miss Lilian Lloyd. 

LONDON, CROUCH END CENTRE. Information 
from Bertram G. Theobald, The Hawthorns, 
Hornsey Lane, N. 

Lmwox, H.P.B. LODGE. \Vednesdays, at 28, 
Albemarle Street, \V., at 8 p.m.: July 1st, 
Karma; July 8th, SY1llbolism, Miss H. Clarke; 
July 15th, Social Evening. Information from 
A. S. Banks, 8, Inverness Place, Bayswater, W. 

LONDON, HAMPSTEAD LODGE. 9, Lyncroft 
Gardens, Finchley Road, N. \V., on Mondays, 
at 8 p.m.: July 6th, A Modern Magician, Miss E. 
Severs; July 13th, The Inner and the Outer Life, 
Miss 1\'1. R. Higgs; July 20th, Thomas Traherm, 
Miss Lilian Lloyd. 

LONDON, NORTH LONDON LODGE. Mondays, 
at 8 p.m., at 13, Ingleby Road, Holloway Road. 

MANCHESTER, MANCHESTER CITY LODGE. 
31, Lloyd Street, Manchester. Lodge meetings 
on Tuesdays, at 7.30 p.ll1. Sundays at 6,40 p.m. : 
July 5th, Medill'lIsitiP, Mrs. E. Booth; July 12th, 
Have we Lived Before? E. \,Voou; July 19th, 
Antiquity of Mall, J. Chappell; July 26th, Death 
and the Life BeyoJ/d, E. \Vood. Info;l11ation from 
Miss Ker, BarOllC, Mellor, Marple BrIdge. 

PORTS~lOlJTll LODGE. Alternate Sundays, at 
3 p.m., at Albert Hall, Soutllsea. Enquiriesto Mrs. 
Lyons, "St. Cathetine's," Grove H.oad South, 
Southsea. 

SHEFFIELD LODGE. Bainbridge Buildings, New 
Surrey Street, on \Vednesdays, at 7.30 p.m., study 
of A Study in Consciousness. Elementary Class on 
Fridays, at 7 p.m. 

WAKEFIELD LODGE. Tuesdays, at 8 p.m., at 
I, West Parade, study of III the Outer Court. 
Information from C. A. Brotherton, Craven House, 
Belle Vue, Wakefield. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

PRIZE ESSAY. 

May I call the attention of your readers to the 
fact that the University of Leyden, Holland, has 
published a prize subject, which is of great interest 
for Theosophists, and I hope that some of your 
readers may go in for the competition. 

The notification is as follows: 
"The extensive material brought to light by 

ethnological and religio-historical research, and 
the publication of magical texts, ha ve s~arted the 
possibility of building the mutual rel~tIon of :e­
ligion and magic on a sounde; foundatIOn. W.Ith 
a view to this the CounCIl of the ' StolpIan 
Legacy' wish to publish the fol~owing prize su?­
ject: 'What is the mutual relatIOn between magIC 
and religion? ' 

"Answers to this question are to be received 
before the 3 1 st of December, 1909, by the Presi­
dent of the Curatorium, Prof. Dr. P. D. Chantepie 
de la Saussaye, Leyden. The answers must be 
written in Dutch or Latin, marked with a proverb 
and accompanied by a sealed lette~, o.n the ,?utside 
of which is the same proverb and InSide which the 
name and address of the writer are to be given. 

"The prize for an approved answer is a go~d 
medal, of an intrinsic value of £20, and £8 III 

cash, or if preferred, the whole in cash." 
If any of our members feels himself able to 

answer this question but cannot write the answer 
in Dutch or Latin he should write it in English 
and have it translated for him. 

H. F. VAN GINKEL. 

The subscription to THE VA.HAN for those who 
are not members of the British Section of the 
Theosophical Society is 2S. 6d. per annum, post 
free. Single copies, 3d. each, may be obtained from 
the Theosophical Publishing Society, 161, New 
Bond Street W., to whom subscriptions should 
also be sent.' No back numbers can be supplied. 

All COlll111UuiwiiOIlS for the following issue /IIust be in 
the hands of the Editor by the 20th 0/ the tflOlltll at 
latest. Secretaries of Branches are parttcularly requested 
to nOTe tllts. 

-~-------

Printed by th;-W~~~N'S -PR~~-;'ING Soc;;~-;'~~I-;';;-66· and 68, Whitcomb Street, w.e. 
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