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ON THE APPROACHING ELECTION TO THE MASONIC
CHAIRS.

“ All preferment among Masons is grounded upon real worth and
personal merit only.”—Constitutions, p. 6.

BEerorE another number of this Review can be published,

many of the Lodges will have re-assembled for the exercise
of one of the most important franchises which the Masonic
character offers—THE ELECTION OF MASTER FOR THE
ENSUING TWELVE MONTHS.— The qualifications neces-
sary are, that the candidate should be true and trusty, of
good repute, held in high estimation amongst the fra-
ternity, skilled in Masonic knowledge, and moreover a
lover of the Craft; he ought to be exemplary in his con-
duct, courteous in his manner, but, above all, steady and
firm in principle.”

Unless the Brother who aspires-to the Chair of a Free-
mason’s Lodge can conscientiously feel himself so qualified,
he should pause ere he assumes or rather morally usurps
it, and by tarrying somewhat, profit by the example of
another, by whose conduct he may improve his own unskil-
fulness, or amend in himself what his observations may have
perceived to be defective in his Brother.

The fulfilment of the duties of a Mastership requires
much personal inconvenience, and some sacrifice of time.
The interests of a Lodge, alike with its immediate welfare
and ultimate prosperity, depend upon the skill' and sa-
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gacity of the Master ; while the genersl peace and harmony
of its members take their tone from his conciliating courtesy,
or suffer from his want of so vital an attribute.

The Master is called upon to attend (with the Past-
Masters and Wardens of his Lodge) at the quarterly com-
munications, and by his careful observation of the current
questions to sanction or prevent what may support or injure
the sacred and glorious institution he is bound to protect.
It is to be remembered, that upon the AcTIVITY or SUPINE-
nEss of the actual Masters that the order itself will be sur-
PORTED or DEGRADED.

The Master is directed to attend the monthly boards of
benevolence, that the wants of his deserving brethren may
be generously and immediately relieved, or the application
of the unworthy summarily rejected; there the cry of the
widow and the orphan is heard, and there shonld the Master
be to administer the funds which a confiding Lodge has
entrusted to his vigilance; let him remember that he has
bound himself to observe the ancient charges in which the-
foregoing obligations form some of the clauses; let him not
hope to excuse his own neglect by that of others; rather let
him be foremost in the ranks of emulation, and shame sauch
who, while they assume the profession of a Master of a
Lodge, withhold the practice it enjoins. Let his actions
during the year be such, that when it terminates, the
brethren will feel thankful for his services, and reward him
by their approbation.

How different is the effect produced upon Freemasonry
by those who merely falter through their official duties,
who never show themselves where a personal service is de-
manded, and, in fact, who, if the charges have ever been
read to them, disregard their importance by a coldness
which is alike insulting to decency as to common sense.

Another important duty of a Master is the selection of
his Wardens—the members.of a Lodge may exercise their
franchise in the election of a Master with a view to please
a friend or to self-gratification, but the Master in his selec-
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tion of officers ought always to have in view the interests of
the Lodge. He should avoid appointing to the office of
Wardens any brethren who may not be enabled to qualify
for the superior dignity of Master, in order that when the
period of election for that office shall approach, the Wardens,
by attending carefully to their duties in Lodge, and at the
public meetings of the Craft, may become so experienced,
that the brethren will not feel themselves Placed in the
difficulty of either wounding the feelings of an otherwise
respectable individual by passing him over, or by electing
him to an office he is incompetent to sustain—either of
these possible cases the Master may prevent by timely dis-
cretion.

Finally, let him as well as the brethren of the Lodge
diligently read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the con-~
stitutions of the fraternity, remembering that * arL prE-
FERMENT AMONG MASONS IS GROUNDED UPON REAL WORTH.
AND PERSONAL MERIT ONLY.”

PARTHIAN GLANCES*¥,

Guance THE FIRsT.—The recent explanations of the illus-
trious president of the Masonic institution for educating and
clothing the orphans and children of deceased or indigent Free-
masons have removed the apprehensions that were reasonably
enough entertained, as to the effect which might otherwise have
attended the promulgation of the edict issued previous to the last
anniversary festival; and it is most gratifying to feel and to
believe, that those explanations were made in the purest Masonic
manner, aud, consequently, his Royal Highness is entitled to the
most ample acknowledgments for his condescension, and the very
praiseworthy line of conduct he has adopted. Still it may be
observed that, swaying, as his Royal Highness does, the Masonic

* Some of our correspondents will perceive that these remarks will
serve in reply to their letters.
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sceptre with the most general possible advantage to the interests
of the order, he must very often be indebted to the fidelity of
the information, which must not only regulate his opinion, but
his consequent actions; and on the immediate cause of the inter-
ruption, about the ides of March, 1831, we cannot but entertain
some doubt of the information wpon which his Royal Highness
grounded his displeasure. We have it from undoubted and un-
questionable authority # that the “untoward” song was not of a
political character, but that the chorus containing a phrase, which
might by possibility be so construed, was misinterpreted by many,
and that the interruption which ensued, arose emtirely from a
misunderstanding, in consequence of which it was most difficult
to collect the precise merits of the case; and hence we may fairly
doubt the probability of a clear report having reached his Royal
Highness.

On the circumstance of the second edict we shall glance but
furtively, as the private feelings of two brethren were alone the
cause ; and as the first pleader generally makes out the best case,
it becomes the more difficult to deal out equal justice. We un-
derstand the brethren have explained ; and it is to be hoped that
the apprehensions to which the circumstances have given rise, will
warn others in future not to be carried away by the impulse of
their feelings. The stewards of the day should always be treated
with respect, as the best mode of enswring on their part the utmost
attention to the comfort and convenience of the assembly.

Grance tag sEcoND.—That the present annual appointment
of grand officers (like some others which have preceded it} has not
altogether gratified the expectations of the Craft is fully manifest ;
and, under the strong and powerful address of the M. W.G. Master
in Grand Lodge, wherein allusion was made to the peculiar state of
his health, some apprehension is entertained of the difficulty which
probably attended the selection—a kindly yielding to the solicita-
tions of private friendship may therefore be the more readily ex-
cused. We venture our opinion perhaps with boldness, but we
conceive that the public acts of a high authority, itself emanating
from a constituency of no common order, can well afford to be
treated with candour.

# An inspection of the M8, song,
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The annual appointment of grand officers very materially in-
fluences the proceedings of the year; not so much by the vank of
life of those selected as by their Masonic attainments, and the
manner in which those attainments will, at least for the current
period of office, become available assets in the general stock of
Masonic deliberation. For example, the Grand Wardens are ex:
officio, with the M. W. G. Master and his deputy, members of
the boards of general purposes and finance, and, at the discrefion
of the joint Grand Secretary, may be summoned occasionally to
attend the Liodge of Benevelence, of which, in common with all
other grand officers, PAST and PRESENT, they are also members
ex officio. Now if such grand officers do not, or if they cannot,
attend, it can hardly be supposed but that the interests of the
Craft must suffer in proportion ; it being naturally presumed that
the attainments of the parties so distingnished by the Grand
Master have been the motive-cause of their elevation.

Furthermore, it should be borne in view that the Lodge of
Benevolence requires most especially some practically experienced
Freemason to preside over it; that the interpretation of the laws
which regulate its proceedings is not unoften called for; and that
it may become incumbent upon the president to reject petitions
for informality, even when a majority of the members present
might otherwise have wished them to be relieved. These are
among a few of the requisite qualifications of grand officers, who -
have it so much in their power to uphold and maintain the prin-
ciples of Masonry ; and we trust not to be misunderstood, when
we express a hopelul anticipation that in future the Masters and
Past Masters of Liodges may be assisted in their deliberations bv
brethren at least of equal experience and standing in the order.
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SECOND EPOCH.

WaeN the rains of heaven and the loosened waters of
the deep had executed the judgment pronounced by the
Divine Architect of the universe, and, save the inmates of
the ark, all created flesh had perished, the father of the
future race of men sent forth the raven, that he might
ascertain of the abatement of the flood, but that dark bird
of evil omen, unattached to the human family, returned not
to his protection, and the dove, the most domestic creature
of the feathered tribe, was selected as his faithful messenger ;
finding that the waters covered the earth as with a mantle,
presenting no place of rest, the tired wanderer, led by the
instinct of its nature, regained the shelter of the ark, inti-
mating that the time had not yet arrived for man to quit its
security, and take possession of the earth. At the expira-
tion of seven days, Noah again sent forth his messenger of
hope, which returned to him, bearing in its beak an olive
leaf, in token of the Creator’s mercy to mankind, and hence
esteemed throughout the nations of the world as the emblem
of human concord. The same period having elapsed, the
dove was dismissed yet a third time from the ark, and re-
turned no more. Whence Nozh concluded the season at
hand when, with his children, he should repeople the then
desert world. At the expiration of twelve months and ten
days from ‘the commencement of the flood, he descended
with his family from Ararat, a mountain in Armenia, on
which the ark had rested.

Well can imagination paint the feelings of the venerable
patriarch when he again beheld that earth, so lately thronged
with beautiful though guilty creatures, a silent desert: the
vast forest tenantless; the proud and stately cities swept
from the plain—not e’en a wreck remaining to mark the
graves of those whose crimes had drawn such fearful con-
demnation on them. In vain he sought for the traces of
cultivation, in vain he listened for the voice of life—all
was silent, save the breath of Gop upon the bills—mis
thunders o’er the vallies. Cleansed from her impurities, the
carth seemed fair and young; each wreck of corrupt hu-~
manity, of the herds of the field, the monsters of the deep,
concealed within her secret caves, or buried beneath her
mountains, in awful evidence to after ages, when the en-
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terprise of man, aided by the light of science, should lay
bare her mighty womb. "How vast had been the crimes of
the past world ! how sad its desolation —With a humbled
heart and chastened spirit, Noah erected his rude altar at
the foot of Ararat, and offered sacrifice to the Creator and
Preserver, of every clean creature, both of earth and air.

Perfected in the glorious science of Masonry, and the
arts necessary for human civilization which it embraced,
Noah, with his family, erected the first city after the flood,
called by Josephus, who speaks of it as existing in his time,
AmsBarqpr 3 which signifies the place of the descent. Ptolemy
‘calls it Nazuana. Here the mysteries of the Craft were
exercised; and the crude gifts of nature, the stone and
ductile metal, fashioned by the skilful mason’s hand into
the means of shelter from the inclemency of the storm,
and implements of agriculture for their mutal support.
Here God made his first covenant with Noah, that by
water he would never more destroy the world; and placed
bis bow in the heavens in token of the inviolability of his
promise. This solemn pledge and the preservation of the
great father of mankind are still commemorated and mo-
ralized in certain degrees and ceremonies of the Masonic
order.

Regardless of the awful judgment they had witnessed,
Ham and his descendants, in whom the evil principle
prevailed, fell from the worship of that God, by whose
mercy they had been preserved amid the destruction of
mankind : their unnatural conduct and hideous vices called
down upon him and his descendants the prophetic curse of
Noah—¢ and he said, cursed be Canaan; a servant of
servants shall he be unto his brethren.” Gen. ch. ix. v. 25.
Canaan, the name of the son of Ham, is here used to show
that the curse should descend, and be fulfilled in his pos-
terity, which has been accomplished to the very letter; for
the Canaanites were driven forth, and treated as slaves by
the descendants of Shem, who, under their Grand Master
Joshua, took possession of the promised land. The Syrians
were destroyed by the victorious Alexander, a descendant
of Japheth, and the Carthaginians vanquished by the legions
of Rome. The vast continent of Africa, peopled by the
idolatrous descendants of Ham, is still the nursery of slaves,
and the effect of Noah’s curse visible even at the present
hour.

Driven forth by the patriarch’s malediction, Ham and
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his sons migrated to the plains of Shinar, where they laid
the foundation of the Babylonian empire, and erected a
tower, whose lieight was intended to reach the heavens, in
honour of their worship, the chief object of which was the
sun; honoured by the different nations descended from the
builders of Shinar under the names QOsiris, Bacchus, and
Adonis. The number of authorities to prove this have
been collected by Kirker.

“ Ogygia me Bacchum canit,
Osiris Egyptus putat,
Arabie gens Adoneum.”
Ausontus in Myobarbum.

It is recorded by Sanchoniathon, that Shem married into
the family of Ham ; from which union sprung those three ex-
traordinary men called the three mighty ones, who, with un-~
ceasing perseverance, disseminated their system of idolatry,
founded upon the science of astronomy, prostituting for
that purpose the pure Masonic knowledge imparted by
their father. It was to dissipate these errors, and preserve
the worship of himself on earth, that the Great Architect
confounded the tongues of the idolators. The descendants
of Shem, who remained true in their allegiance to his holy
name, alone retaining the original language of mankind.

Prevented in their design of founding an universal em-
pire, which the inordinate ambition of Nimrod had led him
to contemplate, the tongues, destined to become the founders
of distinct nations, dispersed, and gradually peopled the
most remote parts of the earth, first inventing « means of
rendering themselves intelligible to each other, should they
ever encounter in distant lands those who had laboured
with them on the plains of Shinar; this is the origin of that
peculiar knowledge amongst Masons, which enables them
to hold converse with their foreign brethren, although un-
acquainted with the language of their country; forming one
of their bonds of union, as general as it is indissoluble.
Shem, on whom the patriarch’s blessing rested, settled in
Salem, which he governed, under the name of Melchezedek
both as priest and king ; from whose royal and sacred line
it was foretold should spring a yet greater one, in whom the
mystery, the promise, and the sacrifice should be fulfilled.

Abrabam, who was upwards of a hundred years of age
when Shem died, received from him his knowledge of the
sacred science, which he practised, together with the wor-
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ship of the true God, in the midst of the idolatrous nations,
by whom he was surrounded ; persccuted for his faith, he
fled to the land of Haran, where he was selected by the
- Almighty as the subject of a peculiar vevelation and Dless-
ing, who declared, that unto his seed he would give the
land from the Nile unto the great river Euphrates, Gen.
ch. xv.; but his wife Sarah being barren, he took her maid
Hagar to his bed, from whom sprang Ishmael. The son
of the bondwoman was not, however, the heir for whom the
promise had been given, for Sarah, conirary to the law of
nature at her age, bore a son, called by his father Isaac, in
whose seed the nations of the earth were to be blessed.
Ishmael, being detected by Sarah mocking her son at the
feast given by Abraham at his weaning, was, with his
mother Hagar, driven forth into the wilderness, where it
pleased the Creator to protect him till he became a powerful
nation, because he was of the race of Abraham. Thus the
difference between bond and fireo became established, and
the law that the slave shall not be admitted to a participation
of the privileges of our order.

The peculiar blessing bestowed on Abraham demanded
an exercise of peculiar faith, and he was commanded to
offer up his son as an atonement and type of the greater
sacrifice to follow; obedient, and confident in His power
who gave him, even from the grave, to raise up Isaac’s seed,
the patriarch- erected his altar on Mount Moriah, and
stretched forth his arm to slay the willing victim. Being
found perfect, the knife was stayed, and a more acceptable
sacrifice substituted. Abraham, being at the point of death,
commanded hjs servant to provide a wife for Isaac from
his own kindred, justly fearing that should he marry with a
Canaanitish woman his faith would be endangered. The
faithful messenger departed for the city of Nahor in Meso-
potamia, and returned with Rachel, the sister of Laban, to
be a wife unto his master’s son, to whom she bore issue
Esau and Jaceb.

The race of Shem had been hitherto prohibited from
intermarrying with the descendants of Ham, that they might
remain @ peculiar and distinet people.  Esau, regardless of
the Divine will, violated the commands of his father, and
took to wife Judith, the daughter of Beeri, the Hittite, and
Bashemath, the daughter of Elon, both of an idolatrous na-
tion; for which crime his birthright was permitted to depart
from him; and Jacob, by the contrivance of his mother,
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obtained his father’s blessing. On the death of Isaac, Jacols
fled to Padanaran to aveid the wrath of his brother, who,
fully sensible of the value of the loss he had sustained, de-
termined to avenge himself by violence.

While journeying, overcome by fatigue and distress, Jacob
rested at a place called Lutz or Luz—the bare ground his
couch, a stone his pillow. Here it was that the Almighty
appeared to him in a wondrous vision.

“ And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set upon the earth, and the
top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending
and descending on it.

“ And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God
of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou
liest, to thee will T give it, and to thy seed ; '

“ And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt
spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the
south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be
blessed.”—Genesis, chap. 28,

This wondrous vision was intended as a warning to man-
kind never to despair; to show that God is with us in the
city or the desert, in the light of day or the darkness of
night; that in the midst of wretchedness and misery his
power can protect and raise us from abasement to honour.
The mystical allusion of the ladder and its staves is doubt-
less understood by every Mason. Jacob, after setting up a
stone in token of God’s covenant, departed for the East,
and arrived where the servants of his uncle Laban tended
their sheep. Here he remained for fourteen years, serving
seven for each of his wives, Leah and Rachel, inereasing in
his flocks and worldly possessions till the time appointed by
the Divine command for his return to the land of his father.
‘While on his way, Esau, who had heard of his intention,
hastened, at the head of a body of his followers, to meet
him ; which circumstance alarming Jacob, for he knew his
brother’s disposition, he prayed to the God of his fathers for
assistance, who permitted an angel to wrestle with him, in
token that he should not be overcome. At break of day the
angel gave up the contest and changed the name of the pa-
triarch into Israel, a name signifying, in Hebrew, a prince
powerful with God and man.

After an affectionate meeting with his brother, whose
heart had been touched, they separated. Isau to the land
of Seir, whose sovereignty he had won, and Jacob to Canaan,
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where, with his family, he established himself in honour and
prosperity. Here the covenant was again renewed with the
promise made to Abraham. The life of the patriarch, dis-
tinguished as it had hitherto been by the revelation and
favour of the Deity, was destined to be clouded towards its
close; Dinah, his daughter by Leah, was defiled by Sechen,
the son of Hamor, the Hivite prince, and Rachel, his best
beloved wife, was taken from him; while his sons, jealous
of his partiality for his youngest, Joseph, disputed amongst
themselves, and disturbed his domestic happiness.

There is every reason to conclude that Joseph was worthy
of the affection of his father, who instructed him in the prin-
ciples of Masonry and imparted the secrets of the Craft; a
knowledge of infinite service to him when, by the jealousy
of his brethren, he was sold to slavery and rested amongst
the Egyptians, whose religion was founded on the science
of astronomy, introduced by the dispersed builders of Shi-
nar. The sun, under the name of Osiris, being the chief
cbject of their worship, they typified him by two characters,
that of an old man just before the winter solstice, having the
constellation Leo opposite to him, and the serpent or hydra
under him; the wolf on the east of the lion, the dog on the
west : such being the state of the southern hemisphere at
midnight about that period of the year. At the vernal
equinox they represented the great luminary under the
figure of a boy (Harpocrates), then was typified the death,
burial, and resurrection of Osiris; that is to say, the sun
just rising from the lower to the upper hemisphere.

The perfect Masonry of Joseph enabled him to correct
many of their errors, and explain to them the true meaning
of the ceremonies, whose origin was obscured by the worst
idolatry ; hence he arose to high honour; and at the time
of the great famine which he had foretold, was chief ruler
over Egypt; an office which enabled him to exercise the
pure Masonic virtues of charity and forgiveness, relieving
the wants of the neighbouring nations with a liberal hand,
and pardoning his unnatural brethren, who, driven {rom
Canaan by want, sought the land of Egypt to purchase corn
and oil. Jacob, who yet lived, heard of his son’s honour
and advancement, and journeyed from his own country
once more to embrace him. 'The descendants of Shem
eventually settled in the land, being favoured by Pharaoh and
his people ; but Jacob, warned Ly God of the future Zivodus,
commanded that he shonld not be buried after his death,
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but placed in a coffin, in the manner of the Egyptians, that
they might bear his bones with them to the promised land ;
the venerable patriarch, after blessing his children, and
foretelling their future misery and deliverance, died in the
salvation he awaited. Joseph, by the command of Pharach,
carried his father’s body beyond Jordan, and placed it in
the cave of the field of Machpelah.

After the death of Joseph, the Egyptians oppressed the
Hebrews, employing them in the most disgusting labour,
and, alarmed at their increase, eventually enacted a law,
commanding that every male child amongst them should be
destroyed at its birth; the Jewish females, being fair, were
preserved by their cruel masters. At this period the wife
of Amram, the grandson of Levi, was delivered of a son,
whom her maternal feelings led her to preserve from the
threatened destruction, by concealing him in an ark of
rushes, where he was eventually found by the daughter of
the Egyptian monarch, who, fascinated by his infant beauty,
reared and educated him as her own, and she called him
Moses, from mwn, because paftm, out of the waters,
s, have T drawn him.

Destined by the Deity to become the leader and deliverer
of his people, Moses wus incited to slay an Egyptian over-
seer, indignant at the cruelty he witnessed inflicted on his
brethren, and fled, to avoid the wrath of Pharaoch, to
Jethro, the ruler and priest of Midian, who bestowed on
him his daughter Zipporah in marriage; here it was, that
while employed in watching the herds of his father-in-law,
that God appeared to him in the burning bush at the foot
of Horeb, and commanded him to proclaim his will and
power in the land of the Egyptian; manifesting, by a suc-
cession of the most awful miracles, that he was in truth the
God of Isaac and of Jacob.

Armed with the Divine commission and authority, Moses
veturned to the court of that despotic king, from whose
wrath he had so lately fled, and demanded, in the name of
the God of Israel, permission for the departure of his
people; but the heart of the proud monarch being hard-
ened, he refused, and rebelled against the mandate of the
Deity. At the prophet’s word the waters of Egypt were
changed to blood, engendering the most loathsome reptiles;
from the dust of the earth arose clouds of lice and flies, in-
flicting a grievous pestilence; the persons of the Egyptians
became the victims of a loathsome disease; their firstborn
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died; darkness and desolation covered the land, ere the
pride of Pharach relented, and he permitted the children
of Israel to depart.

Loaded with the treasures heaped upon them by the
Egyptian nation, Moses and his people departed for the
desert; God their guide by day, their shield by night, thus
they reached the borders of the Red Sea, pursued by the
fierce king and his again hardened people. Obedient to the
will of Moses the waters divided, and the Israelites passed
dryshod through the flood; not so with the Egyptians,
who presumed to follow the chosen race—the waters were
loosened—on every side the deluge came, drowning the
captains and their hosts; in vain were their cries to their
false deities. In that awful hour the judgment of the true
God was manifested, while the rescued children of Abra-
ham, .in safety, from the shore offered prayers of gratitude
to Him, who remembered the promise given to their father,
and fulfilled his covenant and holy word.

The fiat pass'd, the awful doom fulfill'd,

Hush'd were the thunders, and the tempest still’d ;
The glowing sun smiles on the mighty streams,
That, wreathed in incense, kiss his golden beams ; -
The rushing waters seek each secret cave,

Ocean reclaims the tribute that it gave;

Till at the last, as on the Nilus’ tide

The blushing lotus-flower unfolds its pride,

The drowned earth through her sad veil appears
Like a lone widow smiling midst her tears.

O’er the vast desert flies the pilgrim dove,

Herald of hope, or messenger of love,

The watery waste presents no place of rest ;
Twice with tired wing she gains her floating nest,
Bearing the olive leaf, earth’s pledge, at last,

Of judgment, terror, and of danger past ;

On her third flight beholds the long-sought shore,
And secks the shelter of the ark no more.

From lofty Ararat man’s rescued race

Descend to seek their future dwelling-place,

The earth, that late in life and beauty smiled,
Appears a desert, tenantless and wild.
O'erwhelm’d each city—monument of pride—
The tusty bridegroom and the blushing bride,
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"The hoary sage, the hunter fierce and bold,
"The thrifty herdsmen, with their flocks untold;
Not e’en a wreck remains to mark their doom,
Buried alike the victim and the tomb.

+ Earth’s second parent, sadly and alone,
His simple altar rear’d of unhewn stone,
And offer’d sacrifice to Him, whose sway
The storm, the tempest, and the flood obey.
Untaught by wisdom, mindless of the past,
Ham and his sons forsook their God at last ;
Noah’s awful curse their future fate foretold,
Their children’s children bought like herds for gold.
By Shem’s pure race, to distant Shinar driven,
The pile was raised, they sought to rear to heaven ;
But soon the God, whose name they had denied,
His power display’d, and check’d their impious pride ;
O’er their struck souls doubt and confusion hung,
Dismay’d their rulers, changed their mocking tongue-
Sadly they wandex’d forth in lonely bands,
And planted nations in Earth’s distant lands:
The haughty Canaanite; the Tyrian slave ;
Carthage, whose empire found a Roman grave ;
Afric’s fierce tribes, whose heritage, the chain,
Labour, and stripes—indignity and pain—
Exist, the record of Almighty will ;
The curse, pronounced of old, prevailing still.
On Shem’s true sons, in their obedience blest,
The sacred pledge and its fulfilment rest.
To Abraham a son of hope is given,
‘Whose seed shall gain for man his forfeit heaven.
From Isaac’s loins twin heirs of promise came:
The hungry Esau sells his elder claim ;
Slave of his lusts, weds the foul Hittite’s child,
Becomes a hunter of the desert wild.
Jacob supplies the absent wand’rer’s place,
Obtains the sacred blessing of his race;
Flies from his brother's wrath, intent to gain
His uncle Laban’s tents and fertile plains;
But in the desert a bright vision came,
His father’s God proclaims his awful name,
Displays the ladder trod by feet divine,
The moral steps, the symbol and the sign,
That will conduct, when life’s short dream is past,
Lachk fuithfuld brother to his home at last.
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ON MASONIC NUMBIR.

BY THE RLV. GEO. OLIVER, D. P\ G. M. FOR LINCOLNSHIRE.

It is well known that in Masonry there are a series of
distinguishing numbers, each serving as a medium of refer-
ence to assist the recollection, and to fix permanently upon
the mind some very important moral or historical truths.
From this circumstance, doubts have been entertained un-
favourable to the Craft, as if its professors were supersti-
tiously attached to particular numbers, from a belief that
they contain a talismanic power of preventing dangers and
conveying blessings. This peculiarity will be easily de-
fended by its own appropriate and significant illustrations ;
and the custom may be satisfactorily accounted for from
sources of high Masonic authority. The wisest of the an-
cient philosophers, many of whom practised’ our science,
had a high veneration for number; and in the Old and
New Testaments we find most extraordinary evidences of
the same fecling. Bishop Horsley says, ¢ I am persuaded
that the choice of the number seven was a solemn and sig-
nificant appropriation of the offerings of the Supreme God,
the Maker of the world. The last business in the Book of
Job, when the great argument between Job and his friends
is brought to a conclusion, is a solemn sacrifice; not de-
vised by Job or any of his friends, but prescribed by the
express voice of God. And this sacrifice, like Balaam’s,
consists of seven bullocks and seven rams. It should seem,
therefore, that in the earliest ages, it was a characteristic
rite of the pure patriarchal worship, to sacrifice, on occa-
sions of great solemnity, by sevens.”

Pythagoras, who is represented in an ancient manuscript
written about the beginning of the fifteenth century, as
having gained admission into the ¢ lodges of Magonnes,
where he lerned muche, and retournedde, and woned yn
Grecia Magna, wacksynge, and becommynge a myghtye
wyseacre, and gratelyche renouned; and her he framed a
grate lodge at Groton, (Crotona in Italy,) and maked
manye Magonnes, some where offe dyde journeye yn
Fraunce, and maked manye Maconnes, wherefromme, yn
processe of tyme, the arte passed in Engelonde;” this great
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Freemason says in his discourse concerning the Gods¥, that
«number is the principle most providential of all heaven
and earth, and the nature that is betwixt them; it is the
root of divine beings, and of gods, and of demons; the
principle, fountain, and root of all things, which first ex-
isted in the divine mind, and out of wich all things were
digested into order and regularity.” Odd numbers were
called masculine, and appropriated to_the celestial godst;
and these were deemed perfect . Iven numbers were
accounted imperfect and female, and dedicated to the in-
fernal deities§. Whatever was generated of odd numbers
was, in like manner, of the male kind, and of even num-
bers, female|. And a number produced from the multi~
plication of odd and even was denominated dppevofyavg, her-
maphrodite. Hence Pythagoras concluded that Monad
was the father of number, and Duad the mother]. This
doctrine constituted one of his ineffable secrets, and was
communicated to his disciples at their initiation, as we learn
from Jamblichus **, who says, quoting from a fragment of
a book ascribed to him, ¢ I learned this when I was initi-
ated at Libeth in Thrace, Aglaophemus administering the
rites to me. Orpheus, son of Calliope, instructed by his
mother in the Pangeean mountain, said, that number is an
eternal substance, the most provident principle of the uni-
verse—heaven, and earth, and middle nature—likewise the
root of divine beings, and of gods and demonstt.” And
this is agreeable to the system of Masonry as now practised,
which gives a decided preference to odd numbers. I sub-
join a statement of the general reference which the most
prominent of our Masonic numbers bears to the great
truths which they are intended to illustrate.

ONE.

This number alludes to the unity of the Godhead, and to
the union of the royal, the priestly, and the prophetical
dignity in one person, during the patriarchal ages. The
philosophers held that the Monad was God, because it is
the beginning and end of all ; itself having neither beginning
nor end; and also hermaphrodite, because it s both male

# Jambl. vit. Pyth. c. 38. + Serv. in En. iii.

I Plut. de Hom. poesi. . § Serv. in En, iii.

1| Anon, in Ptol. Tetr, bibl, lib. i. 9 Plut. de anima procr.

#* Vit, Pyth. c. 28, ++ Stanley, Hist, Phil. vol. 3. p. 65.
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and female, odd and even®. It partakes of both natures;
being added to the even, it makes odd; to the odd, even .

THREE,
refers to the Trinity in Unity, to the three grand offerings
so frequently referred to in the lectures of Masonry; to the
three Grand Masters at the building of the Temple; the
three greater and lesser Lights; the three theological Vir-
tues, and the three wulers of Masonry. This number was
esteemed ineffable in ancient times. Virgil says,

“ Terna tibi haec primum triplici diversa colore
Licia circumdo, terque hec altaria circum
Effigiem duco. Numero Deus impare gaudet.” Ecl. 8.

Around his waxen image first I wind

T'hree woollen fillets, of three colours join’d ;

Therice bind about his thrice devoted head,

Which round the sacred altar ghrice is led.

Unequal numbers please the gods. Drypen.

FOUR.

The Tetrad was esteemed the most perfect number by
the Pythagoreans {, as being the arithmétical mean between
one and seven, equally exceeding and exceeded in nomber.
It wants 8 of 7, and exceeds 1 by 8. The first solid figure
is found in a Tetrad, for a point is cerrespondent to Monad,
a line to Duad, because drawn from one point to another, a
superficies to Triad, because it is the most simple of all recti-
lineal figures; but a solid properly agrees with the Tetrad;
for the first pyramid is in a Tetrad, the base being tri-
angular, so that at the bottom is 3, and at the top 1§. This
number refers with us to the four rivers of Paradise, Pison,
Gihon, Hiddekel, and Euphrates, which were imitated in
the four artificial rivers surrounding the tabernacle in the
wilderness.

FIVE.

This number represents the five books of Moses; the
five excellencies contained in Solomon’s T emple, which that

% Macrob. in Somn. Scip. i. 6.
+ Aristot. in Pyth. cited by Theon. Smyrn. Math. ¢. 5.
T Lucian. pro laps. in salut. adm.
§ Stanley, Hist. Phil. vol. iii. p. 60.

VOL. L L

=t



254 On Muasonie Number.

of Zerubbabel wanted. The five noble orders of architec-
ture, as well as the five external senses, are also shadowed
under this number. It anciently symbolised dyéia,’ healih,
in the form of a triple triangle conjoined within itself,

thus %
SEVEN.

Itis a most remarkable fact, that we find in every system
of antiquity a frequent reference to this number, which,
from its nature, can scarcely be ascribed to any event ex-
cept it be the institution of the Sabbath. Thus the seven
score Ogyrvens, or mystical personages, which, according to
Taliesin, pertain to the British muse; the seven score knobs
in the collar of the ox*, the seven persons who returned
from Caer Sidit, the seven Pleiades?, the seven Hyades§,
the seven Titans and Titanides, the seven Heliades of the
Greeks ||, the seven Cabiri of the Phenicians, the seven
Amschaspands of the Parsees, and the seven pieces into
which the body of Bacchus was torn by the Titans9], show
equally the predilection of all antiquity for this number;
and the Hindoo mythology had its seven Menus, seven
Pitris or Reshes, and seven Brahmadicas. Amongst the
Cabalists the septenary number denoted universality, and
was termed by the Pythagoreans swhouereie. They also gave
it the name of cefaopuov akios, worthy of veneration. To the
above cause may be ascribed the origin of the seven vases
in the temple of the sun near the ruins of Babian in
Upper Egypt**; the seven altars which burned continually
before the god Mithras in many of his templestt; the seven
holy fanes of the ancient Arabians}i; the seven bobuns of
perfection exhibited in the Hindoo code§§; with the de-
fective geographical knowledge of the same people which
circumscribed the whole earth within the compass of seven
peninsulas or durpas {|||; the seven planets of antiquity; the
Jewish Sephiroth, consisting of seven splendours; the sever

* Dav. Myth. Dru. p. 523. + Dav. Myth. Dru. p. 515.
T Ovid. Fast: 5. § Aratus. Astron, || Diod. Bibl. 1. 5.
9 Plut. de Isid. et Osir. p. 368. *# Savary's Letters on Egypt.
+t Montfauc. Ant. tom. 2.1, 7.

11 Sale’s Koran, Prelim. Disc. p. 22.

§$ Holwell, in Maur. Ind. Ant. vol. ii, p. 831.

Il Sacontala, Sir W. Jones” Works, vol. vi.
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gothic deities, commensurate with the hebdomadal division
of time; the seven worlds of the Indians and Chaldeans,
and the seven virtues, cardinal and theological*. In a word,
seven was always considered as a number possessed of many
mysterious properties, and divine sacrifices were considered
most efficacious when composed of this number:

¢ Seven bullocks yet unyoked for Pheebus choose,
And for Diana, seven unspotted ewes t.”

And even our own Scriptures abound with innumerable
instances of the authorized use of this number. Enoch, the
seventh after Adam, was translated to heaven. At the
deluge Noah received seven days’ notice of its commence-
ment; and was commanded to select clean beasts and fowls
by sevens, while the unclean were only admitted by pairs.
On the seventh month the ark rested on Ararat, and Noah
despatched his dove at the distance of seven days each time.
The seven years of plenty and seven years of famine were
denoted by Pharaoh’s dream of sever fat and seven lean
beasts, and seven ears of good and seven ears of blighted
corn. In the Jewish economy, the scventh year was directed
to be a sabbath of rest, and a grand jubilee commenced at
the end of seven times seven years. Job and Balaam each
offered sacrifices, by the express command of God, consist-
ing of seven bullocks and seven rams; and this was, un-~
doubtedly, conformable with the usual practice of Jewish
antiquity. Bishop Horsley says, that ¢ much of the Jewish
ritual was governed by the number seven. The golden
candlestick had seven branches, supporting seven burning
lamps. When atonement was to be made for the sin of a
priest, or of the congregation, the veil was to be sprinkled
with the blood of the offering ; and the mercy-seat was to be
sprinkled seven times on the great day of annual expiation.
The festivals of the Jews were celebrated each for seven
days successively ; and -among the extraordinary sacrifices.
were seven or twice seven lambs. 'When the ark of the
covenant was brought from the house of Obed-Edom to
Jerusalem, the sacrifice on that great occasion was seven
bullocks and sever rams.” The destruction of Jericho was
miraculously effected by the use of this number; for seven
priests, bearing seven rams’ horns for trumpets, were directed

* See my Signs and Symbols, p. 159, + Dryden.
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by the Almighty to compass the city seven days, and on the
seventh, to proceed round it seven times, when the walls
should fall into ruin.  Solomon was seven years building the
temple; which was dedicated in the seventh month, and the
public festival lasted seven days. The punishment of
Nebuchadnezzar was, that he should be banished seven
years from human society. The whole machinery of the
Apocalypse is conducted on precisely the same principle.
The Iconisms are almost all septenary. Here the first
person in the sacred Trinity is represented under the
figure of a glorious Being clothed with surpassing bril-
liancy, seated on a throne encircled by a rainbow, and re-
ceiving from the assembly of saints a most profound adora-
tion, in which they ascribe to Him seven degrees of beatitude.
He is attended by four beasts full of eyes, emblematical of
their perfect knowledge of ALL things, past, present, and to
come; for the number four signified universality amongst
the Cabalists, and it formed the holy Tetragrammaton of
the Jews*. The second person is described as a majestic
and vencrable personage, standing in the midst of seven
golden candlesticks, and holding in his hand seven stars, the
emblems of light and revelation; and, in another place, as
a lamb that had been slain, having seven horns and seven
eyes, symbols of universal power and knowledge, and re-
ceiving from the heavenly host a loud acknowledgment of
seven potencies.  And the third person is described as seven
lamps of fire, which are the seven.Spirits of God. Again,
the Apocalypse contains seven synchronisms which were
preceded by a succession of woes, addressed to seven
churches, recorded in a book with seven seals, denounced by
seven angels to the sound of seven trumpets, and revealed by
seven thunders or oracular voices. The wrath of God
against the idolatrous world is let loose by seven angels,
having seven plagues inclosed in seven golden vials. Idolatry
is represented under the figure of a scarlet coloured beast,
having seven heads; and seven idolatrous kings, or seven
forms of polytheism, are pointed out for destruction 4.

NINE.
A number whose properties are infinite and indeprivable.

* See More's Apocalypsis Apocalypsios, pp. 92, 148,
+ The above disquisition on the number seven is based on a note in

my History of Initiation, p. 135.
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Thus 9 being multiplied by any number, the figures in the
produoct added together will give a total of 9 ad infinitum.
Tts squares and cubes are possessed of the same properties.
"There is little remarkable attached to this number amongst
Masons.

TEN

refers to that awful event, the delivery of the moral law,
consisting of ten commandments, to Moses on the mount.
It was anciently called the first square, being composed of
the first four numbers, 1 + 2 + 8 + 4 = 10; and zarérez,
because it comprehends within itself the nature of even and
odd, and makes all number perfect. The oath propounded
by Pythagoras to the candidate was expressed by fen commas
or jods disposed in the form of a triangle, thus:

s Monad, fire, or the active principle.
s s Duad, the passive principle.
Triad, the world proceeding from their union.

M 2 9
Quaternary, the liberal sciences. :

5 3 9
ELEVEN.

This number draws our attention to those stupendous
works of God, the Egyptian captivity and deliverance
thence, typical of the great deliverance from moral slavery
by the death of Jesus Christ upon the cross. It refers to
the eleven stars in Joseph’s dream; to the eleven patriarchs,
after he was sold into Egypt; and to the eleven apostles of
QOur Saviour after Judas had betrayed his master.

TWENTY-SIX.

This is the most sacred of numbers, containing the
celebrated #hree, five, seven, and eleven, and including the
sacred name of God. In the ancient notation, 10, the sum
of 7 and 8, was expressed by I, 5 by A, and 11 by H,
thus: .

L A, H.
10 + 5 + 11 = 26.

TWENTY-SEVEN.

A cubic number, the product of 9, and its root 8; and
the cube of 8. In some of the higher degrees of Masonry
the Lodge is enlightened by 27 lights, and closed by
3 times 9. .
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FORTY.

This number bears a reference to many important facts.
To the forty years of Adam’s probation in Paradise; for as
Christ, of whom Adam was a type, underwent forty days’
trial in the wilderness, so it is supposed the first man was
tried forty years in Paradise, the prophetic style frequently
substituting days for years; to the jorty years that Moses
was hid in the land of Midian; to his forty days’ absti-
nence in the mount of God; to the forty years which the
Israelites were condemned to remain in the wilderness, as a
punishment for their disbelief of God’s word ; to the journey
of forty days and jforty nights which Elijah took, without
food, when he fled from the persecution of Jezebel to
Horeb’; to the jorty days of grace which God mercifully
gave to the Ninevites, who repented in sackcloth and ashes
at the preaching of Jonah; and to the for#y days’ tempta-
tion of Jesus Christ in the wilderness, when he obtained a
complete victory over the powers of darkness. It is com-
posed of 7 + 9 4+ 11 + 13 = 40.

SEVENTY

points to the number of souls who entered into Egypt with
Jacob; to the Babylonish captivity; to the Jewish Sanhe-
drim; to the revelation of the Messiah, who, according to
the prophecy of Daniel, was to make reconciliation for

iniquity at the expiration of seventy weeks, and to the
seventy deacons of Christ. »

120.

The number of years which Noah employed in preaching
repentance to the antediluvians, while constructing a vessel
for the safety of himself and family, amidst the impending
destruction of all animated nature,

300.

Haropim.

470.

The number of years in which certain important secrets

were lost to the world, and concealed even from Masonic
penetration.
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490. .

The period during which the Sabbatical was omitted,
which elicited the wrath of God, and brought on the Baby-
lonish captivity.

3,300.
MenarzcnIM.

30,000.
ADONIRAM.

80,000.
GHisLiM, Isu CuorzEs, and BEnaL

70,000,
Isu SaBBAL.

Such are the important references of Masonic notation,
They are neither puerile nor superstitious; but when
formed into a system, of which they are only component
parts, they tend to moderate the passions, to inspire peace
and good-will amongst men, and to elevate the soul to its
proper sphere—in the language equally of Masonry and
Christianity—to a house not made with hands eternal in
the heavens.

FREEMASONRY VINDICATED,
BY
J.B. Vivvurrns Kouus, &e. &e.

DIGNITARY OFFICER AND DUPUTY OF THE R.L., SOVEREIGN CHAPTER AND SUPREME COUNCIL
OF THE ILLUSTRIOUS TRINOSOPHERS.

 Audi profanum vulgus et arceo.”—Hon,

[The following observations are written by an intelligent foreign brother—we make no
apology for the idiomatic expressions, which, in many points, while they convey a
warmth of feeling in our language, prove how foreibly the author would express himself
in his own.]

In all ages FREEMASONRY has been subjected to many sar-
castic insinnations and odious invectives, cast upon it by Ignorance
and Prejudice. I am about to assume an arduous task—one of
the most vital importance—as an homage tendered to truth and
justice ; considering that the even newly-initiated brethren them-
selves have but a superficial knowledge of the vocation they did
embrace, the obligations it imposes, and the advantages it offers.



260 Freemasonry vindicated.

It is the impartial attention of these neophites in particular, and
that of every unbiassed mind, of every lover of truth, that I now
claim, while I confidently appeal to their candour and honour, to
hear frankly what I have as frankly to say.

The generality of those who condemn Freemasonry evince their
hostilities against its secrefs, which they cannot penetrate, and
thus “ damnant quod non intelligunt.” Nothing, however, will be
more easy than to controvert the erroneous notions that prejudiced
Tgnorance, or any other sordid motive, oppose to this truly philan-
thropic order. :

. Sitibi vera videtur,
Dede manus, et si falsa est, accingere contra,”

Max has not been thrown upon the earth by the hand of Chance :
his origin is more elevated, his descent more holy; an infinite
Wisdom presided over his birth; the sublime genius of a Divine
Axrchitect regulated all the prodigies of his organization.

In recalling to our mind the sublimity of our Origin, to us the
grandeur of our destiny is revealed; we feel that we have not
been brought into existence merely to vegetate, like the rest of
the animal creation, in this sublunary globe—to suffer much, to
enjoy little, and to die as if we had never lived. Our thoughts
tell us that this earth is nof the bound of our pilgrimage; that
another abode, more grand and more happy, calls us; and that
we ought, therefore, to render ourselves meritorious of a place
therein. But which is the road that is to lead us to that blissful
harbour through the storms of this life ? There is only one, that
of Science and Virtue combined. I said combined, because
Science without Viriue makes of man a knave; Virtue without
Science makes him a dupe and useless to society.

Thus, in His adorable Providence, the great Architect of the
Universe endowed us with a stimulum which urges us in search
of Science, and with sufficient intelligence for us to acquire it; at
the same time He caused to speak in us the unextinguishable
voice of conscience, which makes us discern evil from good. And,
as if these inward monitors had not been sufficient, He sanctioned
His laws by placing them under the safeguard of our own interests,
saying to man, “ Dbe thyself the arbiter of thy fate. I make thee
thy own wmaster ; choose either thy happiness through Virtue and
Science, or thy wretchedness throngh Vice and Ignorance; follow
the dictates of Reason, or be a slave to thy passions.”
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But the passions of man have stifled this sacred Voice. Selfish-
ness—dark corroding Selfishness—sacrificed every nobler senti-
ment to the quenchless thirst of gain; while cruel Ambition on
the one hand, and Fanaticism on the other, irritated his soul,
kindled the torch of hatred and discord, fomented envy, revenge,
fury, and every malignant propensity ; and, thus disturbed, deso-
lated and subverted whole families, cities, provinces, and empires.

The sweetest of all sentiments—that to which the Almighty,
entrusting His creative” power, has given the mission of perpetu-
ating His noblest work and of uniting the human race,—too often
trails with it Suspicion and Jealousy, too often is the cause of
every crime.

The sacred love for our native Land, which so strongly binds
the sons of the same country, has often made them mortal enemies
to those whose destiny was to tread a different soil, as if the union
of the one was founded on their reciprocal emmity against the
others.

Selfishness, Ambition, and Ignorance too fatally preceded dis-
sention and vice. The holier sentiment of adoration to Heaven
wandered at several epochs in the maze of Superstition and Fana-
ticism, during which time funeral piles were kindled ; the mur-
derous dagger committed assassinations ; appalling massacres took
place ; cities were destroyed, and the earth teemed with human
blood—that very earth wherein it was intended to bring but peace,”
charity, comfort, and hope.

But in the midst of these elements of discord and woes, which
at all times agitated and afllicted the whole world, FREEMASONRY
awoke from its slumber—its noble aim was to rally all men, of
every country, of every rank, of every principle, and of every
creed, under the sacred standard of concord and friendship, of-
universal benevolence. To restore to man his moral energy, his:
dignity, and his liberty ; to afford him a safe asylum against the
storms that disturb and contaminate man.

In those dark ages when Ignorance spread incense over altars
defiled with deified Vice, when Incest, Adultery, and Murder
were placed on the throne of the universe, when superstitious
Ambition framed gods of flesh and blood, appropriating to them
its own atrocious passions, and when Fanaticism sacrificed buman
victims in the name of irritated Heaven, FREEMASONRY still pre-
serverd its humble fanes, wherein a pure incense was offered to

VOL 1. A M
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the great Architect of the Universe, the irue and only God, and
wherein it taught man to develop his mental faculties, to exercise
and promote the moral and social virtues of humanity, decency,
and good order in the world, and to alleviate one another from the
physical evils under which the major part of the human race is
groaning. ‘

Thus Freemasonry, humble at first, by degrees spread itsell
swide over hoth hemispheres, where the beneficial influence of its
precepts has been powerfully felt by every class of men. Its
worship is God, the Creator of all; its principles, Virtue and
Science ; its mysteries, Universal Benevolence ; its precepts are
Toleration, Charity, and Humanity ; the world its Temple ; man-
kind its congregation, and all virtuous men are its ministers; and
as to its recompense, it is the ineflable satisfaction of a clear con-
science, in promoting as much as possible the welfare and happi-
ness of the human species at large, and of each member of the
Order in particular.

Actuated by these sacred principles, Freemasonry never ceases
to impress in the mind of men that we are all children of the same
Father; it never ceases to repeat to them, that we ought accord-
ingly to love one another like brothers.

It is at once a sad and painful thought that two-thirds of man-
kind are still at this moment groaning beneath the ignominious
shackles of Despotism, Superstition, and Error. But such has
heen the fate of Truth upon the earth, that it requires an immense
deal of time and perseverance ere she can make her way through
the dense clouds of Prejudice: her first steps have always been
counteracted Dby obstacles which repulsed her a thousand times
before she could surmount them, Nevertheless, she advances
imperceptibly every day; she acquires new strength; and we
shall soon see her triumphantly overspread the earth. So it is
with Freemasonry: sometimes persecuted, tolerated afterwards ;
sometimes calumniated, at other times patronized; yet it will
triumph at last over all its enemies, by persuading the world
that it is instituted for the benefit of man. We see it already,
like the great planet that illuminates the Universe, pouring forth
torrents of light on the very blasphemers who dared at first to out-
rage the sanctity of its dogmas.

The main object of the first legislators of all nations and of the
first Founders of profane institutions was to govern man; and in
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order to make him silent, subservient to their ambitious views,
and to be able to gratify, at his expense, all their passions, they
ever took care to keep him in Ignorance and Fear—the two pivots
on which their power maintained itself, They led him through
tortuous paths, that their designs should not be discovered, and
beguiled their circuitous journey with teirific tales. They treated
him, in short, as a nurse treats a young child, employing alter-
nately songs and threats, to lull him asleep or make him silent.

Man in ignorance is a man in darkness; and as a man is always
afraid in darkness, both physical and moral, it follows that, by his
being constantly kept in ignorance, he is kept in constant fears.
His fears, at last, become so habitual in him that they ultimately
convert themselves into a sort of want; so much s0, that he actu-
ally would fancy he wanted something had he nothing to fear.
In the same manner education may be made to habituate the
mind to opinions the most monstrous, or to the most preposterous
prejudices, as custom does the body to attitudes the most uneasy
or to any sort of diet. A man, whose imagination has been
worked up by superstitious notions into a state of fear, will have
that fear which he thinks essential (o his nature ; nothing, in fact,
does he fear so much as the idea of having nothing to fear.

But FREEMASONRY, far from encouraging Prejudices, perpetu-
ating Ignorance, propagating Darkness, exciting Fears, or feeding
Intolerance, teaches Truth and Science, Toleration and J ustice,
Courage aud Hope ; and, spreading its beneficent light throughout
the globe, it proves itself a universal tie, which unites all men of
every country, of every opinion, and of every persuasion. Tt isa
sure asylum, where the weary traveller finds a safe refuge from alt
the winds and storms, from all the physical and moral evils which
afflict, agitate, and desolate mankind. It is the Areopagus, where
man learns the real course he Las been destined to pursue ; where
Reason and Science enlighten him in his career, and, by taking
them for his guides, he will reach safely the consoling haven of
truth and happiness.

Then he learns that Virtue does exist on earth, and that she is
not the daughter of Ignorance and Imposture, but of Science and
Trath; he learns that the love of our fellow beings alone can
afford a happy existence. In vain he strives to find that peace
and happiness he is so anxious to aitain, among the turbulence
and corruptedness of the profane world, till, at last, he bends his
steps towards our Temple—he enters it, he listens, he instructs



264 Lreemasonry vindicated.

himself—he practises its dictates—peace and comfort begin to
relieve his overburdened heart ; and it is #hen that he discriminates
the immense distance that separates this Institution of Wisdom
and fraternal Benevolence from the sordid institutions of the
world, where Selfishness alone preponderates. * From our Temple
he turns his looks on the vast amplitheatre of life; he sees that
Passions preside over everything—they rear all and overthrow all;
he sees pride taking possession of grandeur— Audacity claiming
deference—DBaseness demanding honors, and obtaining them ; he
sees Insolence overwhelming Modesty—Opulence insulting Po-
verty—Ignorance persecuting Knowledge; he seces Merit and
Talent despised—Innocence often punished, while hypoerisy, -
perfidy, ingratitude, and crime are not only tolerated, but often-
times rewarded. 'There his ears are consecutively assailed with
these vepetitions,  be the fitst—be the strongest—get riches—ob-
tain power—overthrow thy rivals—crush thy competitors,” &e. &c.”
He sées, in short, that every body is dissatisfied with his own
condition, which he struggles to ameliorate, to the flagrant injury
of his fellow; for

« Lucrum sine damno alterins fieri non potest.”

Does FREEMASONRY represent any such picture, any such wretch-
edness? No. Its very enemies, who could calumniate it, have
never dared to impute to it any of those iniquities with which the
world abounds. In Masoury there is meither ¢ first nor last;”
there are neither ¢ strongest nor weakest,” “ highest nor lowest;”
there ave only brethren, all equal—all wishing the welfare of one
another—all united to enjoy the pleasure and happiness of recti-
fying each other's hearts, of edifying each other’s minds, and of
promoting as much as possible the social virtues of charity, good
will, and harmony among themselves and in the world at large.
In our Fraternity there is neither ambition, hatred, nor jealousy to
disturb its harmony ; we have no insolence to dread, no enmity to
fear. The sole scope and aim of every brother are to seck and
propound Truth and Science; to forgive and forget offences; to
love, edify, and assist one another. Any dispute, which a zeal
too ardent may sometimes elicit, soon disappears, to make room
to the general good, which is ultimately decided upon ; while the
spontaneous avowal of those who were in the wrong, attended by
instant reconciliation, brings back the pristine concord and peace
among the Craft.

(To be concluded in our next.)
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS REVIEW.

Sir,—As the work of Mr. O'Brien on the Round Towers of
Ireland has attracted no inconsiderable shave of attention, pethaps
you will deem the following remarks upon one of the Round
Towers in Scotland, which were embodied into an Essay and laid
by me (without the slightest knowledge of Mr. O'Brien’s labours)
before the Antiquarian Society of Edinburgh, in the month of
January last, deserving a place in your interesting miscellany.

Y ours very obediently,

London, R. TyTLER, M. D.
Aug. 1st, 1834.

One of the most remarkable antiquities in Great Britain is the
Ancient Round Tower, at present standing within the Chuxch-
yard of the city of Brechin, in the shire of Angus, in Scotland.
This Tower is usually called «the Little Steeple of Brechin,” in
contradistinction to the laxger Tower, ox Steeple of the Church,
which is a remnant of an ancient Cathedral, originally belonging
to the Bishoprick of Brechin, that is still one of the sees of the
Episcopal Church of Scotland, and gives a title, at present, to the
premier Bishop ; “ the Bishop of Brechin” being the title at this
day bestowed upon the first Pastor of the Episcopal Church of
North Britain.

The age in which the Little Steeple was erected is wholly un-
known,—as well as the race of people by whom it was constructed,
and the particular purposes which were contemplated by its Buil-
ders. This extraordinary vemain of a former age has been
examined and described by some of our most eminent researchers
into British Antiquities, such as Gordon, Grose, and Pennant.
By those writers, however, the question is left unresolved, at what
era the Brechin Tower was built, whether by the Picts, in the
most remote periods of British History, or by the Culdees, and
other races of Christians, by whom our Holy Religion was intro-
duced into these Islands.

“The Little Steeple” consists of a beautiful slender cylinder or
hollow pillar, about eighty feet high, built with sixty rows of smooth



266 The Round Tower of° Brechin, N. B.

stones, strongly cemented together by mortar, and is surmounted
with a cone of masonry, resembling the Architecture of the con-
tiguous Church and large Tower. This portion of the fabric is,
therefore, adventitious to the Tower or shaft of “ the Little
Steeple,” and has been constructed at a period posterior to the
erection of the cylinder, having been added to the summit of the
Building probably at the period of the erection of the Cathedral
and Jarger Steeple. This more modern cone, or crown, is about
twenty-three feet high,—and thus the whole Tower, complete with
the Pyramid, exhibits a handsome fabric about one hundred and
three feet in height, and is perhaps the most perfect remain of
Antiquity in the universe. I make this assertion because I have
had an-opportunity of seeing many of the most ancient monu-
ments which exist in Hindoostan ;—I have examined drawings,
inspected various represemtations, and perused descriptions of
the Antiquities of Asia, Europe, and Africa; yet can we find
neither a picture, nor an account of any monument, which we may
conceive of equal antiquity, that remains in the perfect condition
in which “ the Little Steeple” of Brechin at present exists. Du-
ring the course of my residence in India, from the year 1808 to
1833, I possessed favourable opportunities of examining the an-
tiquitics which abound on Continental India, and those that are
found within the Island of Java. The facts ascertained by me,
from an examination of aucient Oriental monuments, led me to
inspect, on the occasion of my recent visit to my native City, in
December, 1833, with minuteness the Tower, in consequence of
whose presence, Brechin has become celebrated in the writings of
our Antiquarians ;—and to my surprise discovered, on the west-
ern front of that Tower, two undoubted sculptures connected with
the ancient mythology of Hindoostan.—The figures in question
consist of an Elephant, having the feet of a Lion, and a Horse*.
Each of those figures is eleven inches in length, and about eight
in breadth.—They are carved in relief, and placed at the entrance
of an ancient gateway, that has been from time immemorial blocked
up with large stones, leaving, however, a small opening a little
above, and between the figures, which is sufficient to mark the

* Very inaccurate representations of those interesting sculptures are given
in several works in which the Breckin Tower is mentioned and it is to be
regretted (although of course unavoidable on his part) that Mr. O’Brien
should have admitted those misrepresentations of the figures into his book.
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former existence of an entrance, at this side of the Tower, into the
interior of the cylinder. Previous to drawing any conclusion re-
garding the particular description of persons by whom those sculp-
tures were formed, two facts must be determined, which are
these :— .

First,—It is incumbent upon me fo prove, that the figures in
question really belong to the ancient idolatry of Hindoostan ; and,
second, that they actudlly occupy the precise situation, at the
gate of an ancient Temple, in which, in conformity with the Hindoo
mythology, they would necessarily be placed, according to the
ideas entertained by Hindoos, with reference to the figure of the
Leonine Elephant, and the horse of Kalankee, the tenth and de-
stroying Avatar of Hindoostan, who, according to the ideas of the
aboriginal inhabitants of India, will make his appearance at the
termination of the Kali Yug, or age in which we are at present
living.

In order to determine the first of these positions, it is neces-
sary to enter into an explanation of the origin of the Hieroglyphic
compounded of a Lion and an Elephant, which is very frequently
discovered at the entrance of ancient Temples, both on the
Continent and in the islands of the Kast. A Hieroglyphic
of this description carved in stone was, some years ago, de-
posited by me in the museum of the Asiatic Society in Calcutta,
and in that figure the Lion is seen above the Elephant, as if the
former was in the act of devouring the latter animal,—whilst in
the Java Antiquities, the Elephant is usually discovered within
the Jaws of a monster, consisting of the Lioa's mouth, and ap-
parently a dragon’s or fish’s body. It is hence rendered apparent,
by means of the various combinations in which the two figures
are occasionally discovered, that it is not indispensably requisite,
according to the notions of idolaters, that the combination of the
Lion and Elephant should take place in any one peculiar form,
but simply that the compound Hieroglyphic should be present,
in a particular situation in reference to the Temple,—~namely, at
one of its gates, where it happens to be found. Thus, accordingly,
we find the Lion and Elephant, combined in various modes,
and often separate, at the gates and amongst the ruins of ancient
fabrics in India;—and on the western surface of the Scottish
monument, the same identical Hieroglyphic is discovered, being
a combination of the Elephant with the Lion; the feet of the
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latter being attached to, or forming the support of the former ani-
mal.—This, consequently, is a Hindoo Mythological Hicroglyphic,
and its explanation depends upon the idolatrous notions which are
still prevalent with respect to the Tropics; or boundaries of the
Solar course in the heavens. According to the Ancients, the uni-
verse was represented by a circle, divided equally by a line drawn
across the centre,—the sﬁperior semicircle, or Northern Hemi-
sphere, being texmed Heaven, and the inferior, Tartarus, Hades, or
Hell. Ofthese two divisions, the Tropics were considered the gates ;
the tropic of Cancer being the portal of Heaven, and that of Capri-
corn the gate of Hell. When, therefore, the Sun reached the
Northern Tropic, the gate of Heaven was said to have been opened,
and the luminary was then declared to have reached the summit
of the hill Jderx, or utmost extremity of his ascending course.
Jupiter was thus fabled to be seated on Ida, or Olympus; Apollo
on Parnassus; and Mahadeva, on Kailas, or Meru—the whole of
those fictitious mythological representations bearing a direct allusion
to the Solar luminary, or the Northern Tropic, at the extremity
of his ascending journey, on midsummer’s day.

But according to mythological opinions as they have descended
to us,—the world commenced with the Sun in Tawrus, and by
means of the Precession of the Equinoxes, the Earth having retro-
graded a sign, the Sun has retrogaded also; and thus the luminary
at his height in the northern Hemisphere appeared formerly in
Leo, and not in Cancer. The Lion, or sign Leo, was, in conse-
quence of the Tropical sign having been Leo, thus rendered the
emblem of solar light, solar heat, and solar strength,—and this
sign, or the Leonine symbol, became accordingly the emblem of
the arrival of the Sun upon the Northern Tropic, or was the sign
of solar ascent.

On the other hand, while the Lion was thus rendered the
Regent or guardian of the Northern gate of the Temple, or
heaven, the inferior Hemisphere was placed under the dominion
of the Serpent, known to the Greeks and Romans by the names of
Pytho and Draco,—and to the Hindoos, by the appellation of
Sesha Naga. When the Sun descended towards the Tropic of
Capricorn, he was, therefore, said to have entered the dominions
of the Serpent, and accordingly a Hieroglyphic was constructed
expressive of that fact, or the arrival of the Sun upon the South-
ern Tropic. Now the emblem of the Solor luminary among the
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Egyptians was the Bull's head, or Osirls, which consists of the
union of the solar circle, O, with the lunar crescent, %, thus
forming the common astronomical symbol, &, expressive of the
constellation Tawrus, and consisting of the union of the greater
with the lesser light. The inferior- Hemisphere of the globe
being placed under the rule of the Serpent, the Hieroglyphic in-
vented to express the descent of the Sun into the regions of the
Serpent, or those of ]Iades, and Patala was the head of the Bull,
or Osiris, adjoined to the body of the Serpent. This combination
1s recognised by mythologists as the serpentine Osiris, and is still
retained, although obscured, in the form of the constellation Capri-
cornus, which is compounded of a korned head, originally that of
a Bull, but at present converted into that of a Goat, united to the
body of a Dragon, or that of a fish.—The serpentine Osiris, com-
pounded of the Bull and Snake, is thus the prototype of the Ele-
phant,which consists of a Bull’s, or Quadrupedal body, united to the
snake, imagined to be discovered in the proboscis of the Indian
animal.—Hence the Elephant is the Indian Serpentine Qsiris, and
is the emblem of the constellation Capricornus, or inferior portal
of the heavens. 'This combination is named by the Brahmans,
Glanes, and decidedly corresponds with the Roman Janus ; — Ganes,
or human figure united to the head of the Elephant, being the
deity of doors, and gates, precisely in the same manner that
Janus presided over the entrances of the Temples and mansions
of the Romans. In mythology, the Elephant, ox Ganes, of Hin-
doostan, corresponds, thercfore, with the sign Capricorn of the
Zodiac, the serpentine Osiris of Lgypt, and the Janus of the Ro-
mans ; and this figure, indicating the entrance of the Sun into
Pqlala, or Hades, is, strange to say, found at the entrance of an
ancient Hindoo Temple, which is built precisely in the form of
the Siva Linga of Hindoos, and is in esistence in the county of
Angus in Scotland. The Lion and the Elephant ave thus em-
blems of the Two Tropics, or gates of the Heavens; and, as such,
are consequently placed at the gates of idolatrous Temples,—each
of those fabries being supposed to represent the universe, enclosing
the animus mundi, the Phallus, ov Linga, which is placed within
the centre of the interior. The Lion is accordingly the sign of
the Solar ascent, and the Elephant that of the Solar descent.—
Whence, at the ancient door of * the Little Steeple,” is discovered
the combination of the Elephant and Lion, in the identical posi-
YOL. 1. XN
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tion, in which, according to Ffindoo notions, it should be placed,
and formed in the mamner in which it nwst have been constructed,
with the view of representing the descending or setting Sun, to
which it fronts. For the Elephant, or sign of the Solar descent, is
placed superior to the Liow’s fect, or sign of the Solar ascent,—
the feet of the Lion symbolising the setting Sun ; above which is
placed the Elephant, or emblem of Hades. The shaft of the
Tower forms the Linga of the Hindoos, and in all Temples, agree-
ably to Brahminical notions, the entrance of the Temple consti-
tutes the Bomannee, or consort of Mahadeva Linga: the Elephent
placed, therefore, at the entrance of “the Little Steeple,” is a
compound of the Lion, ov Sirg, the peculiar emblem of the goddess
Bomannee, and the Elephant of Indra,—both being essential
component parts of Hindoo Mythology.

The destroying deity of Hindoostan is Cal, and his consort is
the well-known Calee, who equally gives her name to Caleutta and
Caledonia ; her most celebrated temple being erected on a ghaut
upon the banks of what is at present called the old Ganges, and
Calse-donia, or Calee-dun—implying ¢ Black Calee,” is the pre-
cise epithet by which in Hindoostan this destroying Goddess is
still recognized.

The consort of Calee is Cal, « the destroyer,” and at the termi-
nation of the present age, or Calee Yuyg, that is, the age of Calee,
he will, it is imagined by Hindoos, appear riding on a horse. This
representation forms the tenth Avatar, or Calankee; and hence
the ‘horse is worshipped, and placed under almost every Banyan
Tree in Bengal; and constructed exactly in the same shape in
which we find the figure upon the western front of the Brechin
Tower, This horse is the destructive deity of the waters,—Calee
being the goddess of the Ganges ; and hence the horse, or consort
of Calee, appears in the Scottish Calpi, or Celpi, an evil spirit,
which, in the shape of a horse, is said to reside in the rivers of
Scotland.

But the deity of the waters, beneath the shape of a horse, has
been, from the remotest periods of antiquity, the emblem of
maritime nations. Thus Neptune is fabled to have created the
Horse, and thus also Dido, the leader of a maritime colony from
Phenicia, was directed by an oracle to establish the City of Car-
thage on a spot where the head of a korse should be discovered
buried beneath the surface of the ground; and the representation of
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this horse is still seen impressed upon ancient Carthaginian coins:
It is admitted that both the Phenicians and Carthaginians traded
1o Britain, and consequently the mariners of those ancient mari-
"time nations conveyed with them to these islands the naval
symbol of the Horse, which was, in fact, the emblem of the ship;
the horse. carrying upon Land in the same manner as the ship
carries upon Sea, and thus the ship became conversely the symbol
of the Horse, as the ltter was rendered the emblem of the Ship.
From this combination of the korse and ship arvose the Scottish
unicorn, which consists merely of the Horse, with the mast, or bolt
sprit of the ship, implanted between his eyes.

The horse was consecrated to Apollo, or the Sun,—indicating
the rise of the Sun from the Sea, and his ascent to the meridian,
mid-day, or mid-summer. Hence the Horse is the symbol of the
Northern Tropic; and thus he appears in conjunction with tke
Leonine Blephant, on the southern side (or side next the Tropic,)
of the entrance of this most ancient and remarkable Tower.

It is proper to notice, that the Hieroglyphics in question have
Dbeen noticed, by preceding antiquarians, as being the Caledonian
Boar.—But to the figure of the Boar they have no resemblance ;
whilst the Caledonian Boar is itself a mythological figure, con-
structed in allusion to the Sun, being a conspicuous character in
the labours of Hercules, or Heri Cal, a Hindoo name of the Sun,
and indicating the Luminary’s progress through the Zodiacal con-
stellations.

Above the Hieroglyphics, which have been deseribed, are three
figures, also cut in relief, which have evidently been sculptuved by
{ollowers of the Christian Religion. They represent the Crucifiv-
ion, and two devotees, or monks,—having no appearance whatever
of the Virgin Mary, and St. John, as mentioned in the Encyclo-
pedia Britannica. Those figures are carved in a style of superior
excellence to those of the Elephant and Horse ; but whether they
do, or not, belong to the same age, I feel myself incapable of de-
‘termining. I must, however, observe, that the Saka, or Younger
Buddha, of Hindoos, is undoubtedly a corrupt tradition of the His-
tory of our SAVIOUR. This point I conceive to be capable of
establishment by means of undonbted historical proof’; but to enter
into full demonstration of this most interesting fact, would lead me
far beyond the hounds which a paper intended for the limits of your
iscellany would admit. I therefore content myself with rewuark-
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iug, that the ancient name of the Esk river, on whose banks « the
little Steeple ” of Brechen is erected, was Isaca, or Suca, that
consequently the Brechin Tower is a temple of Seca, and that
figures of the Llephant and Horse ave well known seulptures dis-
covered on the temples of Seca, both in Hindoostun and in the
island of Java.

R.T.

THE PHILOSOPHER AND HIS PUPIL.

Tar first 1ays of the rising sun were gilding the marble palaces and
temples of Crotona, when Heros and his companions, fresh from the
wine-house and the stews, frightened the silence of the blushing morn
by their loud jests and bacchanalian songs. The careful citizen, starting
from his slumber, prayed Minerva that his sons might not resemble
Heros; the virgin, who had gazed upon him with enamoured eyes,
vowed a wreath to Juno to incline the libertine to marriage ; while the
aged augur, employed at that early howr in decorating the temples for
the morning sacrifice, scowled after him, and prophesied of evil. Reck-
less alike of censure or esteem, the mad troop beunded on, appearing,
in their flowing garments and flower-crowned brows, more like a band
of spectres than children of the earth. At length they reached the
building where Pythagoras, who had fled from his native Samos, dis-
gusted with the tyranny of Polycrates, taught that system of philosophy
which has rendered his name immortal. Even at that early hour his
school was thronged with pupils, who formed a circle round their in-
spired master, so wrapped in his discourse, so mute and breathless, that
they more resembled a group of statuary from the chisel of the divine
Praxiteles than an assembly of living men. The subject of his dis-
course was the then mysterious science of geometry, the knowledge of
which he had acquired in his travels through Egypt and Judea, and
which, veiled in allegory and symbols, he taught to his more favoured
disciples. In the midst of his lecture, the propriety of the assembly
was disturbed by the unceremonious entrance of Heros and his com-~
panions, who, reckless and eager for sport, thought to confound the
philesopher, and turn his doctrines into mirth. Pythagoras received
them with undismayed countenance, and, perceiving their design,
resolved, by changing the subject of his lecture, to shame them, if
possible, from the vice to which they were the slaves.

“ Drunkenness,” he exclaimed, “ ye men of Crotona, is alike the
grave of manhood and of virtue ; the homicide of reason—of that noble
faculty which the gods have given to mankind to distinguish them from
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the creatures of the field ; but, alas! how often is their benevolence
wronged by its perversion ! How often is society outraged by the folly
and madness of the wine-cup, and man, the nearest to the gods in
wisdom, strength, and beauty, by his own act, by the indulgence of the
worst of viees, degraded to the level of the brute! We see them in our
streets the scoff of childhood, the scorn of -the wise, the inferior of the
slave, While such men exist in Crotona the altars of Bacchus need no
hecatomb ; garlanded for the sacrifice, the herd of voluntary beasts are
waiting at his temple.”

The clear voice and dignified manner of the sage gave strength to his
words. Heros hung his head in shame, and silently removed the gar-
land from his brow.

““ What,” hiccupped Theon, one of his dissolute companions, who
had observed the action, “shamed by the scolding of a man, who rails
against the pleasures of the world because he is past their enjoyment,
or has found them sour ?—Still silent? Art thou a man, and suffer
a torrent of epithets to overwhelm thee, drowned in expletives ?P—Well,
be it so. Let us leave him, friends, to turn sophist? in thy present
mood, I'll have no more of him or thee, the fit will soon pass, and
thou wilt find us at the house of the courtezan Lais; her smiles will
dispel the fumes of the wine, and soon unphilosophise thee.”

‘With these words the drunken Theon and his friends departed from
the hall, leaving Heros alone with the moralist and his disciples. For
hours the abashed youth sat, with his face veiled in his robe, listening to
the wisdom of Pythagoras with attentive care, and reflecting with bitter-
ness upon the folly of his past life ; his name stained with excess, his
means impaired ; the noble aim, the purpose of his being, defeated and
destroyed. The instruction for the morning being ended, one by one,
the disciples bowed to their master, and left his presence in reverential
silence. The sage was, at last, about to depart, when Heros, falling on
his knee, caught him by the garment.

“ What wouldst thou?” demanded the surprised philosopher: ¢ this
house is not a vininer’s, nor are those who were its inmates thy com-
panions. The residence of Lais is in the street where stands the Hos-
pital ; if thou art incapable of reaching it, a porter will convey thee to
her doors for hire.”

 Yather,” exclaimed the youth, "wounded by the severity of his
manner, ¢ I abjure such pleasures! 1 would learn truth, teach me thy
wisdom.”

Tt is the wine cup speaketh,” sternly rejoined Pythagoras: * truth
is an element too pure for thy vitiated taste.—Wisdom to thee !—wisdom
to a drunkard ! as well might you offer grim Pluto’s sacrifice upon the
altar of Olympian Jove, and deem the rites accepted.~—Farewell.”

“ Stay yet one moment,” replied the suppliant. «Is the folly of youth
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to render of no effect the resolve of age; even the gods relent if wooed
with penitence.—Wilt thou be less pitiful, father—Friend, reject e
not ; lead me from ignorance to wisdom ; from vice to virtue.”

"The sage, attracted by the apparent earnestness of the youth, gazed
upon him for a few moments, as if to read his very soul. “I re-
member,” he at last exclaimed, “ during the Trqmn war, thou wert
shield-bearer to the valiant and royal Agamemnon, and wert slain by
an arrow from the walls; evil and good were mingled in thee—thou
art still the same, I find. Dost thou not remember me?—1I then was
Euphorbus.”

Heros listened in astonishment, never having heard before of the
sage’s doctrine of the transmigration of the soul.

“Thou art strangely surprised, I see,” continued Pythagoras. ¢ Alas!
for the unrestrained indulgence of thy passions, were thy soul chastened
by temperance, thy mind fortified by wisdom, that past, which now
appears to thee a page, blank and unlettered, would be clear as the
bright sun ; but now the earthly particles of thy nature prevail, and vice
and intempcrance obscure it.”’

“Tell me,” exciaimed the bewildered youth, “how may I hope to
obtain such wondrous knowledge »”

“ By silence and patience,” replied the phﬂosopher. “No words,”
he continued, laying his finger upon his hip ; ““obey me—await my
hour, and depart.”

Silent and thoughtful, Heros scuglit his home; a few hours had
changed him. The intoxicating pleasures that hitherto had held his
soul in chains, debasing its action, crushing its nobler energies, he de-
termined should be cast off for ever.

“The cup, the midnight revel,” he exclaimed, “ shall be exchanged
for wisdom ; like an unseemly garb, T cast aside the vices of my youth,
and clothe myself anew.”

Months passed away, and Heros still adhered to his resolution.
Night found him at his studies and morning' stimulated him but to
fresh exertion: still the expected summons from the sage came not;
and, with the impatience of youth, he deemed himself forgotten, or
held unworthy of his instruction. The report of his altered mode of
life soon spread through the city ; but when they heard it, old men
shook their heads, and exclaimed, “ that he would break out again more
furious than the untamed colt ; more drunk than ever.”

His companions, angry at being denied admittance at his door,
sueered, and declared he had a fever ; but all joined in the opinion, that
his present change of life was but the mask of some fresh folly.

The day of the city festival at last arrived, and Heros ouce more
mingled with his fellow-citizens ; it being an ocecasion on which he
could not be absent without dishonour. Instead of the loose, festive
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garments he had hitherto worn, he appeared in a robe of unbleached
wool, carefully girded round his person ; while with an ivory staff’ he
guided his steps with decentgravity. On his entrance into the assembly,
the old men scoffed at him, and refused him his seat amongst them,
exclaiming, © Who is this in the garb of a sage ?—~the drunkard, Heros!
—back, your place is not here.”

Instead of resenting this marked insult with the intemperance that
had formerly characterised him, he meekly bowed his head, saying,
that youth was honoured in the reproof of age. The young men of his
own standing, emboldened by the example of their elders, refused to
receive him, reviling him for an hypocrite ; even the maidens, who had
formerly courted his smile, thinking to gratify their parents by a display
of modesty, drew their veils closely, as he passed them. Heros looked
around, no one smiled upon him ; none moved for him: ashamed, at
length, with being the object of the public gaze, he quietly seated him-
self at the feet of the assembly, with the outcast, the beggar, and the
slave,

Pythagoras, who, with his disciples, had been honoured with a public
seat, beheld the conduct of Heros with secret satisfaction, and, ad-
vancing in the centre of the assembly, exclaimed aloud, “ Xnow, oh! ye
men of Crotona, that humility is the first step to wisdom ;” and giving
his hand to the overwhelmed but delighted youth, he led him to a seat
amongst his pupils. The citizens loudly applauded the judgement of
the sage, exclaiming, ¢ Hail to Pythagoras !—honour to the crowned
victor of the Olympic games!” The ceremonies of the day passed on
and Heros had the satisfaction of twice laying the prize of his skill at
the feet of his distinguished master.

Pythagoras demanded from his disciples a noviciate of five years,
before he admited them to a participation of the higher mysteries of
his science. The reformed Heros had, for as long a period, been one of
the most zealous of his pupils ; the first to await his instruction, the last
to depart. As the favoured of the philosopher, the good no longer
shunned hiin, men’s tongues were loud in his praise; and he waited
impatiently for the hour that was to admit him to a participation of that
knowledge his soul thirsted to attain.

Returning from the contemplation of the heavenly system, whose
many worlds proclaim the existence of an eternal principle, he encoun-
tered a party of his former dissolute companions with Theon at their
head. The wine-cup had been drained, and the madness of its atrength
was manifest in their actions.

*“ What,” exclaimed Theon, scornfully, * virtue and philosophy at
thislate hour. A convert, friends, a convert—Minerva is deserted, and
Venus is now “he ascendant star,”
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With shouts of obscene laughter, the drunkards surrounded the ob-
ject of their sport, taunting him with their jests.

« Let me pass,” said Heros; “our paths are different ; why should
there be strife between us ?”

¢« One cup—one strain, and you are free.” |

« And so forfeit all I have laboured to attain—never! You may
persecute, insult, destroy me, but ne’er again reduce me to a level with
yourselves. The drunkard’s vice is .

« Listen to the sage,” interrupted Theon, ¢ or rather to the hypocrite
—he blasphemes the rites of Bacchus; let him beware the god’s
revenge.”

Unmoved by his patience, the drunken Crotonians danced round him
in frantic revel ; striking him with their garlands, and even inflicting
more serious injuries with their feruled staves. Tired of the exercise,
they at last paused.

«Wilt thou yet drink ?” exclaimed the chief of his tormentors, pre-
senting a cup of wine. “One libation in honour of the insulted god,
and you may depart.”

Heros rejected the insidious offer.

“This scorn is well,” sneered the vindictive Theon; “since you
reject the pledge of friendship, receive the effect of hate.” And falling
upon him with their weapons, they left him bruised and bleeding upon
the earth.

The wounds Heros received bore honourable testimony of his virtue,
and Pythagoras resolved no longer to delay his initiation, but prepared to
celebrate the event with becoming splendour. The report soon spread
through the city, and the people prepared for the event as for a festival.

*

¢ What!” exclaimed Theon, who, with his friends, were assembled at
the house of Lais, “ Heros received into the order of philosophers !—
public honours to him—the patron of debauchery—the promoter of
every mischief I

“ Ay, but he is changed,” replied one: “hath grown studious; for
these five years past, held himself aloof from all such vices; contemns
them, as we well can witness.”

 No matter,” said Theon, “1 will not do him reverence, or give
place to him in the assembly of the citizens—never. Lais,” he continued,
““ he was once thy slave; exert thy spells; out of thy woman’s wit invent
some plan to change his purpose—to cover him with shame instead of
honour ; and a hundred golden pieces shall requite the task.”

Lais accepted the glittering bait ; and it was resolved that a last at-
tempt should be made to shake the constancy of the neophite. Lais
was young, and to the voluptuous beauty of a matured person added

»
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the dangerous fascination of wit and grace. Ier pride had been piqued
by the desextion of Ileros; and she prepared for the attempt with the
strong desire of success, and confidence of her powers.

 Let him but gaze upon my form, drink the dark lustre of my eyes,
or listen to my passion-breathing lay, and he is my slave for ever.”

The confederates applauded her resolution, and, as they gazed upon
the animated temptress, exulted in the confidence of success. Heros
kept the vigil of his initiation in the temple of Minerva, robed in white,
and crowned with the acanthus-flower—he knelt before the awful shrine
of the goddess, whose statue frowned in stalely majesty upon her sup-
pliants. Half the night had passed in solitude and prayer, yet the
neophite still knelt, motionless as the statues around him; the dim
light from the perfumed lamps faintly showing the slender marble
columns, and gilding, with a silvery tint, their delicately carved capitals,
before an arch, which led to the secret recesses of the temple, hung
a richly embroidered veil of the prismatic colours, having in its centre a
golden triangle. 'I'he meditations of Heros were disturbed by the faint
tone of a lute, struck with a master-hand so soft and sweet, that nought
could live between its sound and silence.

“Do I dream?” he exclaimed: * or have my senses indeed become
refined to that which is not earthly P—Nearer and nearer comes the
sound—I am lost in melody.”

As Tie spoke, the strain increased in power, and a voice of sweetness
accompanied the instrwnent to the following words:

“ Drink of my cup--the am’ranth-flower,
That in jts golden bosom lies,
I pluck’d in that eternal bower,
Where love neer fades and hope ne’er dics,

< Drink of my cup—the gift T bring,
Is light—is life— eternai gain
“Twas drawn at that immortal spring,
Whose watcrs time can never drain.”

As the strain concluded, a cloud of rich perfume filled the teraple,
and a female figure, bearing 2 golden cup, advanced towards the asto-
nished Heros; a silver veil floated over Ler form, sufficiently trans-
parent to display the most perfect symmetry ; gems of value hung wpon
her naked arms and feet ; with betwitching grace, she presented to the
trembling ncophite her insidious gift.

“ Immortality ! he exclaimed : « Can it be?—Am I deemed worthy
the eternal boon ?—Spirit !—goddess! whate’er thou art, in merey to
my bewildered senses, repeat the promise I—tell me!”

“ Drink of my cup,” exclaimed the figure, ““and pleasure—immor-

YOL. I. 00 .
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tality are thine ! The lip of beauty and the praise of me; the juice of
earth, the honours of the world—all that men prize and seek.”

¢ Thou meanest not virtue,” replied the doubting Heros,

“«Virtue!” said the disguised courtezan ; * What is virtue? The pre-
judice of age—the dream of the phllosopher——-thta seorn of the really
wise. The only good is pleasure ; that thou mayst prove.”

« Never, if it must be purchased at such a price ! Take back thy gift.”

¢ Cold, unfeeling man!” exclaimed Lais, casting aside her veil:
“ princes have sued for my favours, yet I seck thee l—poets, philose-
phers have owned my charms, yet have I cast aside my sex’s pride to
woo thee, cold one! to my arms~—Heros, am I rejected ?”

The melting look which accompanied these words touched the heart
of Heros; he feared to gaze upon her beauties, yet his resolution
changed not.

 Leave me,” he said, firmly. and with averted glance; “I am de-~
voted to a better choice—virtue. I can have nought with thee.”

Lais, determined to try the blandishments of her person, caught him
by the robe, and casting her ivory arms around his neck, turned ber
gemmed eyes on his,

« Now then, leave me, if thon canst! for thee I will resign all other
love !—Thy heart shall be my home—thy breath my life |—Leave this
dull temple and the coming rites; and let this kiss be the fond seal of
our eternal unjon.”

Heros felt his resolution wavering, but, with one strong effort, he cast
her from him; and calling on Minerva for aid, rushed to the protection of
her altar. At the same instant the veil fell to the earth, and Pythagoras,
attended by the initiated, entered the ternple. Lais fled to her disap-
pointed confederates.

“Well, my son,” exclaimed the philosopher, « hast thou proved thy
claim to be admitted into our order. Thy trials are past—thy virtue
shall be rewarded. A bride immortal awaits thee, to whom thy happi-
ness,—thy life shall now be consecrated ; within whose arms treachery

can never lie—disappointment never reach thee—her name is Seience,
the daughter of Wispon and of Trurn.”




JOHN FITZ.
A SKETCH OF THE YEAR 1425
oy A. U. T.

Ir was in the year 1425 that the practice of Freemasonry was pro-
hibited in this country ; this step was occasioned principally by the
interference of Henry Beaufort, Bishop of Winchester, who, beéing
entrusted with the care of the person and education of Henry VI, a
minor, was desirous of obtaining the sole government of the affairs of
state, but conceived that the Craft, as a body, was inimical to his
designs.

In defiance, however, of the act, several of the Lodges continued
their meetings, although they were compelled to do so in the strictest
privacy. The Lodge of $t. John was among those who braved the
order of prohibition ; and their meetings were, at this particular period,
held at the house of Brother Jonathan Slark, the actual Master of the
Lodge, who resided in the neighbourhood of Eastcheap ; a man pecu-
liarly qualified, by his steady, determined and upright character, to
uphold and direct the proceedings of the Brethren.

It was in the month of Novemker in this year that John Fitz, who
had just arrived at manhood, was initiated into the tenets of Freema-
sonry. He was by trade a jeweller, and conceived that he would be
greatly benefited in his calling by being enrolled, more especially as
his connexion was yprincipally among foreign merchants, who were,
generally speaking, members of the fraternity.

His uncle, Stark, the Master, was averse to the introduction of his
nephew upon several points; but particularly as the state of the times
were so truly inimical to the Order, as to render it dangerous for any
man to be known following its pursuit. The expressed determination
of John Fitz was so unalterable, that his uncle was at last induced to
propose him as-a candidate for initiation into the peculiar mysteries of
the Order.

The effect produced upon the mind of their young Brother by the
ceremony of initiation was extremely gratifying to the members of the
Lodge ; his warm expression of thanks o them for the benefits he felt
they had conferred on him was so hearty and sincere, that they readily
confided to him certain features of their art.

Upon this evening, however, an unfortunate occurrence took place,
which eventually proved a most disastrous one. Robert Sprang, a draper,
and a fellow-companion of John Fitz, was also proposed for adimission
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into the St. John’s Ledge, but in consequence of his having, in a matter
of private business, distressed, in a very unfair maummer, one of the
members, and which was explained by the individual himself, the
request for his admission was negatived.

The avowal of the decision of the Lodge was communicated to
Robert Sprang by three of the members, who were deputed to wait
upon him at the Apple Tree Tavern, where Loth he and John Fitz were
in attendance, The apparent want of confidence thus shown excited
his bitter ire; indeed, he solemnly swore that their refusal to admit
him should be attended with a marked result. In addition to this, he
refused to receive the consolation which John Titz proffered to his
wounded feelings ; who assured him, that he would endeavour to make
matters straight, and pledged himself to leave no stone unturned to in-
duce the Lodge to rescind the obnoxious resolution.

“ Your assistance I despise,” retorted Robert Sprang., “I will not
disgrace myself by being made a Mason, now that I know they are
actuated in their proceedings by private malice and falsehood ; and I
warn you, Fitz, in remembrance of our former fellowship, to aveid the
path you now seek to tread, as I feel it will, if you persist, eventually
lead to your destruction.”

Thus saying, he left the house; and Fitz, undaunted by the wild
speech of Sprang, proceeded with manly fortitude to obtain the object
of his wishes.

Such strict precaution was observed in keeping the place of meeting
secret, that Fitz was not even aware that the Lodge was held at this
period at his uncle’s house, Upon this occasion the members separated,
and Fitz was told to proceed singly to his uncle, who was then waiting
for him. He had three strects to pass through before he could arrive
there; and at the time he was being admitted he fancied he saw Robert
Sprang at the distant corner, although he was unable, by the fog which
then prevailed, to recognise him distinctiy.

Sure enough, however, it was Sprang.  After leaving the Apple Tree
Tavern, he almost instantancously conceived the plan of watching the
party he had left; naturally concluding, that if he could dog the steps
of Pitz, he should be enabled to discover thie place of meeting, and by
that mode procure certain means of revenging himself for the deep
insult they had shown him. The departure of the four, scparately, at
once awakened his surmises, and proved to him the caution necessarily
to be observed in tracing them to their haunt. He followed ; saw Fitz
enter his uncle’s house, and, in the course of the following hour, thirty-
seven individuais were 2lso admitted} several of whom he knew by re-
port to be Freemasons. So determined was hie to watch, that he con-
tinued on the spot until the hour of one in the morning, at which time
the whole of the party separated, and retived to their respective homes,
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He was aware, from prior information, that the meetings of the
Lodge were held weekly, and concluded, that the same night in each
week was appropriated for that purpose. The following day, relentless
of the consequences, he waited upon Justice Knaggs, 2 known creature
of the Bishop of Winchester, and made known to him the meeting
which had'taken place, in defiance of the orders of the government, dis-
guising, however, the reasons which had actuated him to make the
discovery. g

The course to be pursued in the matter was duly considered. At one
time the Justice conceived it better at once to issue his warrant for the
apprehension of John Fitz ; but, upon reflection, it was determined to
wait until the following week, and by that means not only procure
direct evidence, but enable them to secure the whole of the parties
practising the forbidden rites of Freemasonry.

To carry into effect this double purpose, several officers were placed
in the immediate neighbourhood ; their operations being superintended
personally by Justice Knaggs, who was determined, if possible, to make
an example, in order to prove his subservient allegiance to the proud and
vindictive Bishop. Robert Sprang was correct in his surmises. About
the same number of persons arrived and were admitted into the house
of Mr. Jonathan Slark: after a short delay, and when the neighbour-
hood had generally retired to rest, the officers proceeded to their task.
Having knocked at the door, it was opened by a porter belonging to
Slark’s establishment, whom they immediately took into custody, and
desired him to conduct them to the room where the Freemason’s Lodge
was leld, and where his master and friends were engaged in treasonable
purposes, and for whose apprehension they had warrants. Unmoved by
their threats, he refused to do so, telling them they were at perfect liberty
to search the house, and would find themselves mistaken in supposing
any meetings were allowed to be held in his master’s house for treason-
able purposes.

Every habitable room in the house was searched without effect: it
now remained for them to search the vaults, which were known to be
extensive. A considerable time elapsed before they could obtain torches
for that purpose, and then they were under the necessity of precuring
a crow-bar and using strong manual labour before they could force the
first vault door. Long before this was effected, means had been suc-
cessfully taken to preserve their secrets: the Brethren were perfectly
aware of the dangerous predicament in which they were placed, and they.
therefore readily used their utmost exertions in removing and clearing
away their paraphernalia.

Tt was then decided that the whole of the party should depart, it happen-
ing by a fortunate circwmstance, that they were cnabled to do so, Ly



232 Jolin Fitz,

means of a trap which opened from one of the vaults, into a court where
heavy luggage was usually introduced. By aladder, this was easily done,
and the escape of the whole pariy was effected without the slightest
interruption.

Tt would be in vain to attempt to describe the astonishment of Justice
Knaggs and his myrmidons at their fruitless search. The minutest
scrutiny was made without success ; and indeed some doubts arose on
the part of the men as to the safety of pursuing their investigation,
conceiving that such an escape was almost supernatural. The malice
of Robert Sprang was shorn of its venom, and his spiteful attempts
were completely defeated: not, however, that the disappointment cor-
rected, for one moment, his bad feelings; on the contrary, he solicited
the Justice to arrest John Fitz, and even accompanied the officers to his
former friend’s house, where Fitz, who had arrived at home, was taken.
The opinion of this unfortunate young man, in regard to the political
events of the times, was well known to be completely inimical to the
designs of the party of the Bishop of Winchester: he had upon several
public occasions rendered himself conspicuous in siding with the
adherents of the Duke of Gloucester, protector of the realm ; and was
known to have headed a party of his young fellow-citizens upon the
cccasion, when the Bishop with his servants and followers were repelled
from taking forcible possession of the City.

The old Justice waited upon the Bishop early on the following day,
and related to him the particulars of the attempted arrest of the Free-
masons, and the step he had taken with John Fitz, whom he represented
as a partizan of the Duke of Gloucester, and a determined foe of the
Bishop.

Incensed beyond measure by the story, the Bishop at once determined
to wreak his vengeance on the person of John Fitz, and gave immediate
directions for bringing him 2s a criminal before him for examination ;
which was done the same day at the residence of the Bishop, in Stan-
gate, Lambeth®,

He was accused, on the evidence of Robelt Sprang, and testimonies
were offered by Justice Knaggs and his officers, in support of the charge,
of being engaged in treasonable practices, contrary to the laws of his
country. Fitz defended himself by referring to his known attachment to
the king and to the government ; at the same time, he stated he would
not degrade his character, by denying that he was a Freemason.

The Bishop at once desired him to reveal the objects and pursuits
of the Craft. To this question the prisoner stated, in a bold tone,
< That although he was but a young member of the fraternity, he.

# This palace is now converted into a warchouse for pottery.
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could upon his oath aver, that their principal objects were morality, and
that they employed themselves in the cultivation of the natural sciences,
and in obtaining mathematical and mechanical knowledge.”

This upright answer was grating to the ears of this unchristian judge.

I demand you to inform me, without evasion, the exact ceremonies
made use of when persons are initiated.”

This Fitz declined answering, stating, that he had solemnly engaged
never to reveal the same by word of mouth.

« Then write it down!” the bishop exclaimed.

¢ No,” answered Fitz, “ I am equally bound never to reveal, by any
act or deed, either directly or indirectly, the peculiar and valuable tenets
which have been entrusted to my keeping.”

< Then, put him to the torture!” cried the infuriated bishop ; * we
will force this braggart to tell the truth.”

“Never!” answered John Fitz ; “ T will never swerve from the prin-
ciples of honesty : rather than my tongue or my hands should disgrace
themselves by violating my honour, T would submit to their loss.”

“ You shall be taken at your word,” exclaimed the bishop; ¢ for
without you clearly explain to us the practices pursued in your treason-
able society within twenty-four hours, you shall be punished in such a
manner, as to be an example for deterring others from pursuing such
damnable doctrines.”

Fitz was then recommitted ; and, strange to relate, it appeared by
report, that in the course of the night he made his escape from his
dungeon. But what excited the wonder and apprehension of his rela-
tives and friends, was the strict concealment he apparently observed,
for from that period they were unable to trace him, and at length, after
a considerable period had elapsed, they concluded that he had been
basely murdered.

* = e * %

1t was in the year 1447 that the Bishop of Winchester died, having
survived the good Duke of Gloucester, as he was called (whose death or
murder has been placed, upon sure foundation, to his account), only
two months,

After this event took place, the Lodges met openly, without incurring
any penalty for so doing, and the 8t. John Lodge was then held at the
Apple Tree Tavern. At one of their meetings, they were informed
that a person unknown to their Guard or T'yler wished to obtain admit-
ance, and who appeared, from infirmity, to be unable to give proof of
his eligibility. The necessary and requisite measures were immedi-
ately ordered to be taken, and after a considerable delay, which arose
from unforeseen difficulties, it was reported that the stranger was really
entitled to admission, He was consequently introduced, and to the
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astonishment of the Brethren who were congregated, he made himself
known to them as their long lost Brother, John Titz! His appearance
exhibited marks of the lowest penury and distress; but what excited
their horror, was the discovery that he had, by his virtucus and
manly fortitude in preserving their Masonic secrets, been subjected to
the most infamous tyranny and mutilation of liis person—both his
hands had been cur orr and his ToneuE had ACTUALLY BEEN TORN ouT !
Where or how this dreadful punishment took place, remained a secret
for ever. 'They were unable to trace, from his inability to describe,
the authors of this crnel cutrage: the only mode which was left them
to prove their sympathy and admivation of his conduet was readily
employed, and during the after period of his life he was supported
and countenanced, not only by the Craft, but by the higher orders
of society.

BROTHERLY LOVE AND AFFECTION.

The following interesting and truly Riasonie narrative is vouched by anthenti:ity from the
Royal Somerset House and Inverness Lodge, No. 4,

On the 27th November, 1812, a very large and valuable fleet sailed
from Spithead for the West Indies, under the convoy of the Queen,
man-cf-war. A very short time after their sailing, a most violent tem-
pest arose, and this valuable convoy was so much dispersed, that only
forty sail remained under the pretection of the “ Consort.” At this « un-
toward” crisis, it bappened that the Gloire, French frigate of forty-four
guns, was cruising betwixt the Western Islands and Ferrol, and fell in
with the numerous stragglers of this ill-fated convoy. After this cala-
mitous dispersion, this powerful {rigate, amongst the dispersed and un-
armed, made many captures and valuable prizes, and amongst the rest, the
ship Princess Royal, Captain Alexander Foster, a fine ship of 400 tons,
laden with plantation stores for the Island of Jamaica. Captain Foster,
on being taken on board the French frigate Gloire, to deliver his papers,
took the opportunity of making himself known as a #Mason to the brave
and chivalrous commander of that frigate, and was thereupon ordered
into the commander’s cabin. He was politely informed that the “ mystic
tie” was recognised ; that the duty which he owed to his emperor and
to the country he served was paramount, and conscquently his first
care, and that his next duty was that which he owed as a man and
as a Mason— To serve a Brother in the hour of need.” Feeling
himself encumbered by his numerous captives, and wishing to continue
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a cruise destructive to our eommerce, as strictly compatible with his
duty, he deemed that with honour he could show his respect for the
Craft, by making  Brother Captain Foster” a present of his ship the
Princess Royal and her cargo, as caréel to receive from the said frigate
all the prisoners by whom he was then encumbered ; a condition most
gratefully and most fraternally accepted.’

Thus liberated, the Princess Royal proceeded on her course, and
landed and set at liberty the numerous captives at Barbadoes, and pro-
ceeded on to her ultimate destination, Jamaica, where she delivered her
cargo of supplies, and loaded back for the port of London, where she
soon after arrived in safety.

The peculiar circumstances of this case, led Captain Foster, advisedly,
to apply to the Admiralty Court for salvage ; and after very deliberate’
investigation and proof, if my memory serves right, a sum of 500/ was
awarded. But, nevertheless, so romantic and doubtful was this occur-
rence deemed, that on infermation said to be communicated by the
collector of the customs in Jamaica, the said ship Princess Royul was
seized in London, upen the presumption that she had been ransomed,
and consequently had forfeited her privileges as a British ship. After
2 most searching and diligent inquiry, and an appeal to the Privy
Council, the said ship Princess Royal was liberated from this unworthy
restraint,

The narrator of this incident was the acting party to procure the
release, and to preserve the privilege of this ship to her British owner.
He was cognizant of every fact, and it produced upon his mind the
desire of knowing more of a science which displayed Brotherly Love
and Affection in reality, and without show or affectation. He became
one amongst Masons immediately thereafter, and now labours as a
Mason to do good within his sphere,

ON THE NECESSITY OF A BUILDING FUND IN AID OF
MASONIC ASYLUMS.

Iy our last number, we adverted to the subject of an asylum for the
Acep Masow, and we promised to offer a plan for its erection and endow-
ment, in conjunction with a school-house for boys. It was not, how-
ever, our intenticn to have brought forward this interesting subject at
50 early a period, but the school edifice of the sister-charity having
sustained some serious dilapidation, we feel it to be an auspicious mo-
ment to make an appeal for the general interests of our charitable insti-
tutions. Itis a theme upon which we may well plead strongly ; and we
feel a proud satisfaction in the assurance of being able to show gooid

VO, T. »p
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evidence that abundant mesms exist to encure the completion of so
desirable an object.

Tt will hardly be denied, that the domiciliary discipline of a well-
regulated establishment has ensured, for the female ciaimants upon
Masonic sympathy, the most important advantages; and the surest
proof (if any, indeed, were wanting) of the inestimable value of  The
Royal Freemason’s Charity for Female Childrer,” will be found in the
avidity with which parents seek admission for their children within its
peaceful walls.

Several, indeed we may say a great number, of the Brethren are
anxious to procure for the boys the same advantages as are possessed
by the governors of the girls’ school, and are ready to offer both their
active services and pecuniary aid; on the latter point, we speak ad-
visedly in stating, that the whole of the sum required would be raised
within twelve months, if proper and full explanations are addressed to
the Craft,

That the Acep Masox, whose earlier years have been passed in the
active and cheerful exercise of his avocations, whose summer has been
warmed by friendship and cherished in hope, should, in the winter of
life, find no haven to receive him, is a ¥EeLEcT in the Order itself.
Individual cases of an irreproachable nature will oceur, where due
advantage may not have been taken which opportunity of independence
has probably afforded ; indeed, how often is success the mere result of
a lucky chance. The pure and blessed spirit of Masonry will readily
cast a veil over the frailties of many, but oh! let her enshrine the few
choicer but aged veterans, whose misfortunes and not their faults lead
them to seek a shelter, when no longer able to work, even for a morsel
of bread.

That the lessons of experience may assist youth in its earlier thoughts,
let the aged Mason and the youthful orphan be associated under one
roof, thus proving the truly majestic beauty of a system where the
provident care and the fostering hand of the more fortunate Brethren
can afford protection alike to the infant and the aged.

We would now enter upon a plan to raise the necessary funds for
this most desirable object; but, as we have already stated, a serious
dilapidation has been discovered in the foundation of the female scheol
edifice, which, although built scarcely forty years since, has become so
thoroughly decayed, as to require a sum exceeding 1200/ to defray the
expenses attending its repair.

Our first duty is to return sincere, grateful, and heartfelt thanks to
the merciful Protector of all His creatures, that a timely discovery was
made of the danger to which our infant community might have been
exposed, from the (alas! but too probable) sudden falling in of the
entire building. Under this serious visitation, it is imperative upon us
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to combine this unlooked-for call upon the general attention, and trust
that the liberality of all classes of Masons, each according to his means,
will promptly and cheerfully respond to the appeal. The total sum to
be raised for the entire completion of the triple object will probably
reach FIve THOUSAND Pounps—a large amount; but we will endeavonr
to prove it to be within our reach.

In London and its vicinity there will, it is to be heped, be a simul-
taneous effort made to commence the subscription-lists, while, in the
provinees, the provinéial authorities will, no doubt, convene meetings
in support offthe cause for which we so earnes tly implore their charitable
service. 'Where no provincial authority exists, subscriptions and dona-
tions will be thankfully received by the grand secretaries, the secretaries
of the two charities, as well as by the editors and publishers of the
Freemason’s Review, in aid of “IHE BUILDING FUND FOR THE
MASONIO ASYLUMS.”

We suggest, most respectfully, to the fraternity, that, to meet the
general objects of the TurEE institutions, the following propositions
may be seriously considered.

First.—That a dutiful address may be presented to His Most Gracious
Majesty, our illustrious Grand Patron, and also to Her Most Gracious

_ Majesty, the Queen, the Patroness of the Female School, setting forth
the several circumstances of our case.

Second.~—That the natal day of our illustrious Grand Master be fur-
ther commemorated as a festival in aid of the Aged Masons Asylum ;
for which subscriptions and donations will be received as on the other
days of festivity.

Third~That a subscription be opened at large in aid of a building
fund for the erection of the Boys' and Aged Masons’ Asylum, and for
the effectual repair of the Girls’ School House,

Fourth—That the Grand Lodge be requested to direct the payment,
annually, of one shilling from each London member of the Order, and
sixpence from each country member, in aid of this object. It being
well understood, that children from the country are equally eligible
with those in London for admission, and that, in the laws and regu-
lations for the admission of aged Masons, the country members shall
have a proportionate claim.

Fifth—That the clerical brethren of the order be solicited to advecate
our cause from the pulpit in their various distriets.

Simth—That it be suggested to the Provincial Grand Lodges to hold
an annual festival in aid of the proposed building fund ; their interests,
in fact, being inseparable from the leading mecessity*. If this recom-
mendation be extended to the Lodges in India, the West Indies, British

¥ ¥From this scurce considerable aid may be vonfidently expected.
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America, the colonies, and all parts where the English warrants are in
force, there will, in all probability, be very liberal remittanees made.

Seventh.—That a night for an annual ball shall be fixed at such
period of the season as may be considered most eligible, The proceed-
ings to be under the sanction and arrangement of an especial committee.

Eighth—A concert in the Hall would probably produce a handsome
sum. In such a cause our vocal brethren, we are confident, would
rally round the standard of charity ; aye, more, we could vouch for the
splendid services of more than one sister of mercy to hallow the sacred
cause.

Ninth.~That as the excursions to the Nore have already produced
for the boys' school nearly a thousand pounds; it is probable that an
additional excursion would materially aid the general building fund,

Tenth.—That a fancy fair be held in the Zoolegical, Surrey Zoolo-
gical, or Vauxhall Gardens, under the management of a committee.
We need hardly allude to the peculiar advantages with which the
brethren could conduct a festival of this description.

ZEleventh.—That the Lapies be earnestly solicited to aid this laudable
object by those acts of private charity, which, when exerted with the
all-persuasive force of their own sympathy, must crown our success, by
the resistless charms of an advocacy, to which nature adds the sanction
of LovE itself. .

SHALL WE SUCCEED P—SIALL WE NOT.

Under the constitution of England there are upwards of six hundred
Ledges ; it is imposé'ible, therefore, to look forward merely in hope, we
feel justified in the empectation of success. When the girls’ school
was first established, the London and country Lodges vied with a noble
and generous rivalry, in prompt and efficient assistance. It would be
unnecessary to record all the honourable traits which characterised their
mutual determination ; we select the two following, merely that we may
render our humble tribute to the memory of brethren, who have left us
so valuable a legacy in their noble examples, which will be perused with
peculiar interest at this moment.

The Shakspeare Lodge, now No. 116, on the 22d December, 1796,
in half an hour subscribed upwards of Eieury Pounps for the girls’
school. 'This spontaneous tribute was the more generous, from the cir-
cumstance of the members having just previously taken and paid for a
hundred and twenty tickets, to support a concert for the benefit of the
charity, which took place on the 9th of February in the same year: it
should also be observed, that the Lodge had voted FIFry GUINEAS two
months previously, in aid of the school.

In the year 1797, upwards of ONE HUNDRED AND TWELVE POUNDS
were collected. at the Chelmsford Lodge, after dinuer, for the same
laudable purpose.
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May the appeal to the successors of these truly Masonic brethren not
be made in vain! We believe the same spirit actuates them, and that
they will emulate the conduct recorded in the bygone day, by following
the example then recorded on the present most urgent occasion.

Lastly—LET EVERY MASON ACT AS IF SUCCESS DEPENDED UPON IS
OWN EXERTIONS, AND THAT A TOTAL FTAILURE MAY ATTEND HIS OWN
INDIFFERENCE.

TO THE GRAND STEWARDS OF THE PRESENT YEAR.

Brerares,—In the preceding pages we have appealed to the fraternity
in aid of a BurLpinG-runp, and have stated its peculiar objects. Among
the sources to be reckoned upon for support, we have there abstained
from including the Grand Stewards, because we consider that, as a
body, you demand particular attention, inasmuch, that although con-
firmed by the M. W. Grand Master in your official capacity, yet you
are in fact the representatives of no less than eighteen different Lodges,
and therefore may be presumed to possess very considerable interest in
so many influential quarters. We most respectfully beg to address you
on the present occasion.

In the olden time, the Office of Grand Steward was onerously expen-
sive, yet it was cheerfully borne. Noble brethren have been elected on
the board, and, until ¢ime and circumstance altered the then state of
things, it was soinewhat difficult to obtain the rRED aAprox, which is still
an object of emulation with many ;—those who wear it are justly proud
of the distinction it confers.

The expense attending the year of service is considerably lessened,
and may be considered as within the reach of any brother moving in
easy circumstances; and, on the final balance of account,. there usually
appears to be about 100/ in hand.

In general, this balance has Leen appropriated nearly as follows:

£ s
To the girls’ school, 102 10s, or . . . . . 1515
To the b(;ys’ school, 102, 10s., or . . . . . 1515
A piece of plate to the Seeretary . . . . . 2 &
Additionsl banquets . . . . . . . . . . 42 5

£100 0

Upon the two first items no other observation can be made but of
thankfulness, and, perhaps, a latent wish, that the whole balance had
been regularly so appropriated. But in reference to the third item,
where it has almost becoine a custom to give plate to a brother for the
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performance of a dignified office, we hardly venture to express our-
selves; in a few instances it has been wosuy declined. The fourth
item is unquestionably a matter of faste, and will be always regulated
accordingly.

But, brethren, observe for one moment one konourable fact—a theu-
sand pounds, or nearly so, has, in a very few years, been added to the
boys’ school fund by the Nore Commurree. May not its members be
justly called BENEFacTORS to that noble institution? In ten years, the
boards of Grand Stewards may effect the same result, at least ; and do
but for 2 moment ask the question, had the boards always done so, what
a fund would the Grand Stewards haveraised? What a powerful assist-
ance would the inferest of such a sum have rendered !

It is not too late, Do you, brethren, think upon the matter, and
may you be influenced to commence the good work. Meet early— de-
termine vigorously ; be in the van, not in the rear; let the good fight
be well fought, even as angels would contend for the mastery ; and you
will be seconded by hundreds of kindred spirits, who lack not the means
of doing good, so that the way be pointed out.

Thus let your year of office close, cheered by the blessings of the
orphan and the aged. You will leave to your successors the brightness
of your own fair fame, with the honest direction to them, “to do like-
wise.”

Again sincerely recommending the building fund to your notice and

protection, we remain, brethren, your assured friends,
THE EDITORS.

ON P ad —)I‘*-'/:V.-**’S GI{AVE.

Treap softly here, and pause, to breathe
A prayer for him who rests beneath.
Though savage hands, in silence, spread
The sand that hides the nameless dead,
Yet, as wandering Arabs tell,

Here guardian spirits love to dwell ;
Such as in poets’ visions seek

The tear on widow'd beauty’s cheek,
And bring each precious drop to lave
The peaceful Mason’s secret grave.
Tread softly, though the tempest blows,
1t startles not his deep repose.

Tread softly, though the sun’s warm ray
Hath parch’d to dust his holy clay,
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The spirit that it once enshrined

Hath mounted swifter than the wind ;

Hath gazed, oh, sun! beyond thy sphere,

Bounded thy limited career ;

Outshining thee in glory far!

As comets pass the meanest star.

Tread softly—'mid this barren sand

Lie relics of a bounteous hand,

That, livifig, would have freely press'd

The wandering brother to his breast,

And §1I'd a cup of gladness heve,

His lone and dreary path to cheer.

Oh, spare this dust! it once was part

Of an all-kind and bounteous heart ;

If yet with vital nower it glow’d,

On thee its fullness would have flow’d.

Tread softly—o’er the sacred mound

The badge of brotherhood is found.

Revere the signet on his breast—

Its holiest virtue was confess'd ;

He only lived on earth to prove

The fealty of a brother’s love.

If in thy bosom dwells the sign

That marks our brotherhood divine,

Give to this grave a holy tear,

Thy friend—thy brother slumbers here,
Winchester, September, 1834.

NOTITIA TEMPLARIZE, No. 1.

NOTES RELATIVE TO THE ANCIENT SCOTTISH TEMPLARS.

A FEW gleanings only are to be got out of the Scottish annals regard-
ing the ancient order of Knights Templars.

In the celebrated Ragman Roll, the signatures of the two heads of
the order appear; viz. ° Brianus, Preceptor Militie Templi;” and
“ Frere Johan de Sautre, mestre de la chivalerie del Temple en Escoce.”
The above Brianus is in all probability the identical Templar who
figures, so fatally for himself, in the following quotation from the ¢ Life .
of Sir William Wallace,” relating to the fight at Falkirk, 1298, ¢ In
one of these engagements he [ Wallace] advanced from the midst of his
little band, and with a single blow slew Sir Brian le Jay, a Knight
Templar of high military renown, who had shown himself most active
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in harassing the retreat of the Scots. The death of this T'emplar, which
took place in Callender Wood, damped the ardour of his companions,
and enabled the Scots to make good their retreat,” (See ¢ Life” in
Constable’s Miscellany.)

The possessions of the order in Scotlend were very considerable.
This appears from the numerous grants and charters made over to it.
The order had its head-quarters, or principal houses, in different stations
throughout the country, such as, the Temple on the south Esk, and
Balantradock, now called Arniston in Mid Lothian ; Aggerstone, in Stir-
lingshire ; Mary-Culter, in Kincardineshire; Inchyan, in the county of
Renfrew ; and St. Germains, in East Lothian,

Of all these they were deprived about the beginning of the fourteenth
century, soon after the prosecutions of the order in France by Philip
the Fair. A Papal Inquisition sat at Holyrood, in December, 1309, to
try or rather to condemn them. Only two Templars appeared before
this court, to answer for the crimes of which the order was accused.
These two were Walter de Clifton, grand preceptor for Scotland, and
William de Middleton. All the rest of the Knights had absconded, on
the first symptoms of persecution and oppression ; and joined them-
selves, it is said, to the patriot bands of the Bruce. Such at least is the
{radition of their fate, to which a modern French work on the order
adds, that they were remodelled into a new order by King Robert,
whose ceremonies were founded on that of the Temple. How far this
is historically correct, we have not the means of judging, in the shape of
proofs from any writings ; but we give the paragraph from the French
as it stands: “Aprés la mort de Jacques de Molay, des Templiers
Ecossais étant dévenue apostits, & I'instigation du Roi Robert Bruce, se
rangérent sous les banniéres d'un nouvel ordre institué par ce prince,
et dans lequel les receptions furent basées sur celles de I'ordre du Tem-
ple.”  (vid, © Manuel de I Ordre da Temple, 1823.”)

The French writer further deduces the origin and spread of Masonry
in Scotland from the above event. This, however, involves a very
difficult question, but a very interesting one, ‘as to the co-existence or
con-socialty of Freemasonry and Templery—to borrow the German
expression.

According to the last quoted authority (which in every thing official
is worthy of the highest regard, being published under the auspices of
the Grand Chapter of Paris), the unfortunate Scottish Templars
were ewxcommunicated by the grand master Larmenius, the suc-
cessor of the martyred de Molay, because they had disbanded when
they could no longer keep together, and * bathed their swords in bloody
Bannockburn,” The "Templar anathema is a curiosity of its kind:
« Ego denique fratrum Supremi Conventus decreto, e supremo mihi
commissa auctoritate, Scotos T'emplarios ordinis desertores, anathemate
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pereussos, illosque et fratres saneti Johannis Hycrosolyme, dominiorum
militize spoliatores (quibus apud Deum misericordia) extra girum Templi,
nunc et in futurum, volo, dico, jubeo.”

This document is dated 1324, and includes, as will be seen , the Knights
of St. John in the same curse with the deserters of the Teinple ; the
former, who were always obnoxious rivals to the Templars, having suc-
ceeded to most of the forfeited property. The Hospitallers, in their
turn, as every one knows, lost all their lands at the Reformation., « Sjc

transit gloria mundi,”
- PILGRIM.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASON’S REVILY,

“8ir axD BroTHER,

“As an efficer in his majesty’s serviee, I have partaken of the
benefits afforded by F reemasonry under more than one trying and dif-
ficult situation ; you will, therefore, I have no doubt, give me credit
for having read, with very great satisfaction, the delightful anecdotes of
the 46th regiment, as given in your last number, and if you will peruse
the accompanying MS., and notify to your correspondents that you
consider it acceptable, it is much at your service. One request, how-
ever I have to make, and it is made at the suggestion of a most distin-
guished officer and Brother ¥, viz, that you will favour me with a proof
of the printed copy before publication: my reason for giving you this
trouble ariscs from what you may consider to be an over anxiety to
prevent the remotest possibility of misconstruction being put upon any-
part of my MS. Even in your truly elegant compliment paid to the
46th, there is a sentence, in page 139, the last in the concluding pava-
graph, wherein you justly consider the brethren as anxious to emulate
a generosity, in which nature has shown such true nobility. And I am
morally assured that you would feel indignant, could you for a2 mement
conceive that your well intended praise might be construed (either on
the part of my military brethren or of yourself) into an approval of re-
publican principles.

I shall hope to reccive an assurance that my freedom is not offensive,
and subscribe mysslf your sincere friend and brother,
“A FIELD O¥FICER.”

We can hardly say whether more regret than pleasure has resulted
irom our correspondent’s kind letter—regret, that our Masonic senti-
'\%—\__'___%

# 8ir John Doyle (since deceased).—Ep.
VoL, I, QQ
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ments should by any-possibility have admitted of a double meaning, or
pleasure, that our correspondent so handsomely acquits us of any such
intention. The esamples set to the brethren were to follow the dictates
of  true nobility,” by practising the most enlightened generosity that a
soldier can feel, without any allusion to the political bias of 2 nation, or
without endangering his loyalty as a subject. .

.1t may be prudent to state, that the article in question was not penned
nor reported by a wilitary brother.—Eprror.

MASONIC INTELIIGENCE.

SUPREME GRAND CHAPTER.
QUARTERLY CONVOCATION, AUGUST .
Privcrears.—E. Cours.: Gorr, Buckuarnt, and Porrock as Z. H. J.

A report from the Committee of General purposes was read and con-
firmed.

It was elicited, after some lengthy observations, that the sub-com-
mittee of inquiry (see pp. 148, 163) had not signed the report of their
proceedings, which, of course, could not be presented until the next
Convocation. .

Warrants of Constitution were ordered for a Chapter to be held at
Newcnores, in Lancashire, and for a renewal of the Chapter formerly
held in the 1st Royal regiment, now stationed at Newry, in Ireland.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

[Since our last, the circulars containing the Grand Lodge communications of March &,
April 30, and June 4, have been jssucd. At the latter it was vesolved unanimousty, that the
Worshipful Brother John Lawrie, whe had served as G- 8. B. for two years, shall, in future,
take his seat and rauk in the Grand Lodge as P.G. 8. B., and wear the Masonic clothing
accordingly.]

Sgpr. 3.—R. W, John Ramsbotiom, M. P., Prov. G. M, as G. M.,
»  George Stone, J.G. W. as 8,.G. W,
» 1R, Willest, P.J.G. W. as J.G. W,
The Lodge was more numerously attended than is usually the case at
{his season, but there was 1o business of any importance.
A message was delivered from His Royal Highness the M. W, G.M,,
regretting that the state of his health prevented his coming to town, as
he had intended, which communication was received with sincere regret.
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MASTERS AND PAST MASTERS CLUB.

SerreMneR 3.—Several Masters and Past Masters attended at the
George and Blue Boar, Holborn, and formed themselves into a club.
After some prefatory arrangements, the party dined together, and ad-
Journed in the evening to the quarterly communication of the Grand
Lodge. :

It was 'determined, that a meeting of the club should be held on the
30th of October at the same Place, when the regulations proposed this
day should be further“considered, previous to their more general pro-
mulgation. In this early stage it would be improper to give any further
publicity to the inaugural proceedings of an association caleulated to
exercise a most important and, we consciously believe, an equally benc-
ficial influence upon the order.

ROYAY, MASONIC INSTITUTION FOIL BOYS.

Juny 12.~Mr. Moore, theindefatigable treasurer, examined the chil-
dren in the Hall, and we are much gratified in being able to state, that
his report of their general improvement in education is equally credit-
able to the scholars and their teachers.

Jury 14—~Quanterrty Generan Covrr.— Considerable interest
having been excited at the last especial general court (see p. 159), this
meeting was well attended at the early hour of seven, when the trea-
surer, Mr. Moore, took the chair. The minutes of various meetings,
since the last quarterly general court, were read, and confirmed. After
some. explanatory observations by Mr. Lithgoe, the minutes of the
especial general meeting of the 23d May were put for confirmation,
and unanimously approved. The most perfect harmony regulated the
proceedings of the evening. Among the Governors present, we ob-
served Messrs. R. Smith, Mestayer, White (G. 8.), Moore, Rev, Mr.
Gilbert, Dr. Crucefix, Messrs. Lithgoe, Giraud, and Waller.

The former committee were unanimously re-elected, as the com-
mittees for 1834—35.

By. Barnes, Richard, Br. Harper, Edwards, G. S.

»» Begbie, John, s Lithgoe, Joseph,

» Bickford, Thomas, s> Mestayer, Richard M., P.G.D.
» Broadfoot, Fhilip, s Richards, Edward L.

» Coe, I. J. H, »» Rodgers, R. W. J.

»» Cragg, Joseph W. s> Savory, Thomas F., P.G.D.

s Crucefix, Robert Thos. M. D, 55 Smith, Thomas R., P.G.D,

»» Gilbert, Rev. Gilbert, 5> Sinith, James,

»» Gilbert, John, » Thiselton, Octavius Young,

» Giraud, Richard I, »» Thomson, Peter,

“
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The following candidates were admitted :

1. Richard Hunt. 5. Frederick Atchisou.
9. William Neels. 6. Francis Pope Smith,
3. Alfred Gibbons*®. 7. John Hartley.

4. Alfred Walker®.

& These two were zdmitted in the institution by a special vote.

ROYAL FREEMASONS CHARITY FOR FEMALE CHILDREN.

Jury 10.—QuaRTERLY GENERAL CounT.—A report was presented
by the House Committee, expressing their extreme regret in being
compelled to state that the foundation of the school-house was found to
be so materially defective as to threaten the most dangerous conse-
quences. A report from the architect and surveyor, Brother 8. Staples,
jun. was also read: upon which the General Court came to the unani-
\mous resolution to empower the House Committee to carry into effect
the necessary repairs, and further authorized them to take such measures,
as to them might seem propet, in appealing to the Grand Ledge and the
fraternity for assistance te raise the necessary fundst.

Jury 24.—The public examination of the children took place in the
presence of Lord J. H. S. Churchill, and many of the Governors. The
interesting scene was graced by 2 considerable attendance of ladies, who
evidently were much gratified by their general inspection of the esta-
blishment, After the examination, the company visited the children at
their dinner, and expressed themselves delighted with the domestic
arrangements. It must have been a proud day for the excellent matron.
Sir George Smart assisted at the piano, and the children acquitted
themselves to his perfect satisfaction. One sad drawback, however,
upon the pleasure of the day was the appearance of the school-house,
supported on every side with huge beams of timber, while it might be
said to have been literally without a foundation. We cannot but cx-
press regret that the House Committee did not arrange the examination
to take place in the Hall itself, which would heve afforded better oppor-
tunity to accommodate the company, and we have no hesitation in
stating, thata beneficial result would have attended the change ; pre-
bably they will bear the hint in view next year.

The following prizes were presented by Lord J. H. 8. Churchill:

Mary Ann Deakin . . General good conduct . Workbox.

Ann Bowler Calton . Needlework . . . . Ditto.
Tliza Jane Newton . Ditto . . . . . - - Ditto.

Honnah E. Womesley Reading . . . . -+ Books.
Sophia Deakin . . . Exercise of Memory . . Ditto.
Saral Fairbairn. . . Ditto « . . . . . Ditto.
Julia Whorrod . . . Tousehold Work . . . Ditto.
Fmma Parker . . . Ditto . Pitto.

+ In another part of this Review, this subject has been miore pointediy adverted o—Ep.
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CELEBRATION OF THE CENTENARY OF THE STRONG MAN L.oDGE. No. 53.

JuLy 3d.—The Brethren of this Lodge celebrated their centenary
this day, at the Star and Garter, Putney.

"The fine weather displayed the beautiful scenery on the banks of the
Thames, to the greatest advantage, anfl added considerably to the hila-
rity and enjoyment of the Brethren. The arrangements for their accom-
modation were such as reflected the highest degree of credit upon their
worthy host, Mr. Bachelor, whose urbanity and attention was the sub-
Jject of general encomium.

The dining-room was decorated with the banmers of the Grand
Lodge of England, and the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch (many of
the Brethren being Royal Arch-masons), the banner of the Strong Man
Lodge was suspended over the Master’s chair in the east. The banners
of the virtues and grand principles of Masonry were placed round the
room, and a band of musicians was provided.

The Lodge was opened by the Master, assisted by his Wardens and
Officers, in the presence of most of the Brethren, at one, p. ». The
proceedings were commenced by the Master reading the warrant of con-
stitution, dated 1734 ; and after other preliminary business was disposed
of, the Brethren were called to refreshment, at three, p. L., when they
partook of a splendid banquet prepared for the occasion,

The Worshipful Master, Brother George William Turner, was called
to the chair, supported on the left by Brother Waxrd, Past Master, and
on the right by Brother Flaxman, Past Master.

Brother Canham, Senior Warden in the west, supported by Brother
Lenard, as Junior Deacon; and Brother W heatley in the south, as
Junior Warden, After the cloth was removed, the W, orshipful Master
rose, and addressed the brethren as follows :—

‘A century has clapsed since our Lodge was coustituted, Death,
the great destroyer, has, during that period; removed numbers of our
brethren from this mortal state of existence, The memory of the
founders of our Lodge is entitled to our especial reverence, inasmuch ag
they were men who were considered by the brethren of that age worthy
depositorics of our principles and privileges: those principles they have
transmitted to tis, unsullied by any dishonourable act, and these privi-
leges we now enjoy, unimpaired by innovation. It is, therefore, with
the deepest feelings of respect and veneration that I now ca]l upon you
to honour their memory with your approbation.

“The pious and immortal memory of James Lyon, late Earl of
Strathmore, and Grand Master of Masons when this Lodge was consti-
tuted, a. x. 5784, A, . 1734.” Drank in solemn silence.

 The pious memory of the M aster, Oflieers and Brethren who first
tomposed this Lodge,”  Drank in solemn silence.
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After which the Master again rose, and addressed the brethren ; cx-
patiating on the benefits which the Craft had derived from the con-
tinued patronage and support of the present Royal Family of England,
under whose fostering protection Freemasonry has obtained an unex-
ampled degree of splendour aud prosperity. He also adverted to the
interesting fact, that his present Majesty was actually the presiding
Master of a Lodge at the period of his accession to the throne, and
concluded by proposing the health of

¢« Qur beloved Sovereign and Brother, King William the Fourth,
Grand Patron of Masonry.” After the acclamations had subsided, the
Masonic anthem was sung. Air—God save the King.— Hail, Ma-
sonry Divine!”

The following toasts were then successively given from the chair:—

« The Queen, and all the other branches of the Royal Family.”
Song (Brother Turner), “ The King and the Queen, God bless them !”

« His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, Most Worshipful Grand
Master of Masons,” Drank with enthusiastic applause. Song, “Arise,
and blow thy Trumpet, Fame.”

¢« The Right Honorable Lord Dundas, Pro. Grand Master of Masons.”
Song (Brother Wakeling), “ Auld Lang Syne.”

« The Right Honorable the Earl of Durham, Right Worshipful
Deputy Grand Master.” Song (Brother Sarson), When Earth’s
Foundations first was laid.”

« The Grand Lodge of England, and the Officers composing the
same.” After which a new Masonic duet was sung, to the air of “All’s
‘Well,” by Brothers Lenard and Turner, All's Right.”

« The Right Honorable Lord Xinnaird, and the Grand Lodge of
Scotland.”  Song, © Oft I met your Social Band.”

« His Grace the Duke of Leinster, and the Grand Lodge of Ireland.”
Air, “ Saint Patrick’s Day.”

The business of the Lodge was resumed by the Master calling the
brethren from refreshment to labour; when a number of medals,
struck in silver 10 commemorate the event, were then presented to those
brethren who had particularly distinguished themselves by their zealous
exertions in support of the Lodge and Freemasonry in general, who
received them with due acknowledgments. After which the Lodge was
closed, and the brethren resumed the festive board, when the following
toast was proposed by the Worshipful Master :—

« Prosperity to the Strong Man Lodge, and may it continue to flou-
rish from century to century, until tine shall be no more.”

A variety of other appropriate songs, toasts, and sentiments, were
given, and the festivities of the cvening were kept up with all the soci-
ality and harmony for which Freemasons are so pre-eminently distin-
guished,
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ALL’S RIGHT.

A Musonic Duet, as sung by Brothers Turner and Lenard, at the Centenary Festival of the

Strong Man Lodge, July 3rd, 1834,

Prorrorep by a master power,

In Jife’s high noon, or final hour,

Our one Grand Lodge, the world, is found,

And all mankind as Brothers bound ;

Our secrets form a moral store,

The Tyler’s conscience guards the door.

Who comes here —A stranger seeks the light !

The sign—your hand—the word—all’s right.

Depending on Masonic aid,

By line and compass level made,

The Master draws the social plan,

To labour calls on every man ;

While Truth her great foundation lays,

And by degrees we merit raise, ,
Who comes here >~—A Brother claims the light !
The sign~—your hand—the word—all ’s right,

Supported by Faith, Hope, and Love,

Till rolling years shall cease to move H

Strong in our faith, hope cheers our hearts,

And love to God and man imparts,

Our Lodge thus built, for ages past

Has lasted, and shall ever last,

Who comes here >—A Brother claims the light !
The sign~—your hand—the word—all’s right,

JuLy 23rd.—The summer festival of the Bank of England Lodge
was held this day at Richmond 5 the visitors that attended expressed
themselves highly delighted with the entertainment—indeed it would
be fastidious in us not to acknowledge that the day passed off in the
mast social and delightful manner: racy wit enlisted Brother Jerrold as
her champion ; fancy in her poetic garb chose Brother Sillery ; frolic
with her holiday smile found something « very peculiar ” in Brother
Clarke ; and ““good humour” left none dissatisfied except with mine host,
who probably thought, that  real turtle” would be too much for such
frolicsome Masons an d, therefore, substituted the less esteemed, but more
generally known, product from a calf’s head. Verily, mine host, this
should not have happened,
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Avcust Sth.—DBrother Malyn, P. M. of No. 12, was this day elected
to the office of Surgeon to the Western Dispensary, by a considerable
majority of votes.

This election is very creditable to the discernment of the Governors,
who in securing the professional services of our highly esteemed and
talented Brother, have conferred a real benefit upon, their valuable insti-
tution. Mr. Malyn adds to a perfect knowledge of his profession, the
still higher qualifications of humanity and gentlemanly conduct, which
will render him beloved by the poorer classes, for whom he is now called
upon to exert his professional aid.

Avgust 12th.—The fifty-seventh annual regatta at Greenwich was
commenmorated by a most auspicious day, which drew an assemblage of
not less than 7000 persons, before the close of the match, which was
most admirably contested in five heats. The prize wherry was cleverly
won in the first possible style by Weeks; there were sundry other prizes
awarded to some of the losers who were the neavest. This regatta is
peculiarly interesting from its having had its origin in times long since
gone by. 1In 1773, the Freemason’s lodge at Greenwich gave a coat
and badge, to be rowed for by six competitors. The second man in
that contest was Mr. Roberts, the late worthy host of the Ligonier’s
ead, at present in his 86th year, and enjoying perfect health.

SepT. 19.—CROSS OF CHRIST ENCAMPMENT OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.—A
quarterly meeting of the Companions was held this day. A former
report from the council was read, expressive of their unanimous accord-
ance in the propriety of a vote passed at previous meetings, and recom-
mending that a silver chalice should be presented to their Past Eminent
Commander, 1. H. Goldsworthy. The E. C. Baumer then addressed
the conclave, drawing their attention to the invaluable services of their
distinguished friend, who, for so many years, had sapported the order.
In the name of the Companions he then presented the chalice to the
Past B. C., to whom he paid a tribute of grateful courtesy, which was
suitably acknowledged, under feelings of considerable emotion ; the
Past E. C. concluded his thanks by stating, that he could not but feel
proud while he lived, of such a pleasing testimony of the regard of his
Companions, and that when he should be summoned hence by the
Tterna) command, that chalice should, by his last will, become the pro-
perty of the order; so that in future times, those who aspire to the
Holy Rosicrucian degree would partake of its contents.

The chalice on one side bears the arms of 1. H. Goldsworthy, and on
the other the following inseription:—¢ Presented to the P. E. Com-
mander, 1. H. Goldsworthy, as a votive tribute, from the members of
the Cross of Christ Encampment of Knights Templars, to commemo-
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rate their regard to him as a Companion, and their estimation of his
Masonic attainments.”

Sepr., 25.—The subscribers to the Gilkes tribute dined together this
day at the Freemasons' Tavern. We have not received an account of
the dinner, which will probably be reported in our next Number.

Serr. 29th.—The Sheriffs of London and Middlesex, Aldermen
Wilson an Harmer, this day completed their period of service, and a
most gratifying year it must have proved to them, not even a srxornn
ExEeuTIoN has taken“place, Under any cireumstances we mast have
felt gratified to have recorded so pleasing a fact, which is the more
delightful to us from the recollection that it is our excellent brother,
Alderman Harmer, P. S, ¢. D. who has with his estimable colleague so
peculiarly distinguished the shrievalty.

——— e

Masoniec Curr Cuar—July 10th. The Most W orshipful Grand
Master visited the Lodge of Friendship, No. 6, Lord J. I, S. Churchill
in the chair, At the banquet about 150 noble and distinguished members
of the order attended in compliment to the royal visitor,

Mgrs, Croox.—Having, in our report of the anniversary festival of the
Girls’ School, stated that this kind-hearted lady had been matron for
thirteen years, we, with grateful pleasure, beg to say, that her services
have exceeded the period of thirty years. Some time sin ce, a tea-service
of plate was presented to her, as a memorial of respect,

SUBJECTS UNDER CONSIDERATION,

Or1vions or tiE DEan o~ T CoNDUCT OF TiE Livive,

Some PassaeEs N aux Larn or A Masoxn,

A Tarz, by Sheridan Knowles,

Hisrory awp AwtiQuiriss op Freemasosny, by the Rey, George
Oliver, Prov. D. G. M. for Lincolnshire,

Tue Lobers-or Instrucrion 1y Lowxpon,

Tue Freemason’s Provipune Resounor is unavoidably delayed,
from press of matter,

fasonic @bituary.

“ Brother ALExANDER Logan was initiated in the Druid’s Lodge of

Love and Liberality, No. 103, Redruth, Cornwall, on the 7th of April,

YOL. 1, R TR
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A.D. 1795, and was admitted a subseribing member of the Granby Lodge,
Durham, February 7, a. 1. 5797. During thirty-five years in which he
belonged to this Lodge he was twenty times called to the chair, having
been elected eighteen years in succession, and twice subsequently ; and
out of that long period, was only six times absent, whilst holding the
office of Worshipful Master. Of seven hundred and nine Lodges,
which were held during the whole series of thirty-five years, he failed
in attendance but forty-three times; presenting, in his life, an almost
unparalieled instance of Masonic assiduity within the Lodge, and strict
practice and application of its glorious terets in his worldly transactions
without.

« He held the office of Deputy Provincial Grand Master for many
years with credit to himself, and to the honour and satisfaction of the
Craft. He departed this life December 25, A. . 1832, and was interred
at St. Oswald's Church.

« Brother Logan having never expressed a wish to be interred with
Masonic honours, the brethren attended his funeral as private friends ;
and caused this memoir to be inserted in the records of the Lodge as a
testimony of his moral worth*.”

Sin Joun Doyie. This gallant officer and most distinguished Free-
mason died in August last, at his residencein Somerset-street, Portman~
square. Sir John was Prov. Grand Master for Guernsey and Jersey,
and had served generally the offices of the Craft, who, among other
services, will particularly remember him as President of the Board of
Stewards, on the natal day of His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex,
in 1829. His military career was one of high reputation. He entered
the service, by the purchase of an ensigney in the 48th Foot, in 1771.
In 1775 he embarked, as lieutenant, with the 40th Foot, for America,
where he served in all the campaigns of that period, having received a
wound in action. In 1778 he obtained a company in Lord Rawdon’s
corps,  the Volunteers of Ireland” (afterwards 105th Foot), and pur-
chased his majority in it in 1781, having been twice wounded while
serving in that regiment, The regiment was reduced in 1784. Having
returned to his native country, Ireland, he remained on half-pay until
the commencement of the French revolutionary war, at which time he
raised the gallant 87th regiment, “the Royal Irish Fusileers,” in the
command of which he embarked for the Continent, with Earl Moira.
He served under the Duke of York in the campaign of 1794, and re-
pulsed an attack of the enemy at Alost, where he was severely wounded.
In 1796 he got the coloneley of the 87th, and was sent in command of
a secret expedition into Holland, and on his return was appointed

* Extract of a minute in the beoks of the Marquis of Granby Lodge, Durham.
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secretary at war in Ireland, and afterwards served as brigadier-general
in Gibraltar, Minorca, and Malta. He volunteered his services to
Egypt, and accompanied General Hutchinson (the Iate Barl of Do-
noughmore) in the expedition against Grand Cairo, His services here
received the thanks of Parliament, and he was in 1804 appointed lieute~
nant-governor of Guernsey; created a baronet in 1805, with liberty to
have supporters to his arms and an additional crest. In April, 1808,
he was appointed lieutenant-general ; in 1812, K.B.; in 1815, K.G. C.
of the Bath (a vacancy in which order is caused by his death): and in
August, 1819, the brevet of general. It will be only necessary to enu-
merate the distinctions borne on the colours of Sir John’s regiment to
show the nature and extent of his service——« Barossa, Tarifa, Vittoria,
Nivelle, Orthes, Toulouse, Peninsula, Ava.” By Sir John’s death the
coloneley of the regiment he so long commanded becomes vacant, as
well as the governorship of Charlemont Fort. Sir John Doyle was in
his seventy-eighth year, having been born in 1756.

PROVINCIAL.

Dewssury, June 23rd.—A very eloquent sermon was this day
preached, in the parish church of Dewsbury, . before the society of Free
and Accepted Masons, by the R. W.G. P.C. the Rev. Dr. Naylor, of
Wakefield, from 1 Cor. xiii. 13: on occasion of the removal of a Lodge
from Thornhill to that place. The reverend gentleman very clearly
developed the principles upon which the science is founded, and recom-
mended, in the most impressive manner, the cultivation of that beautiful
code of morals which runs like a rich vein through the entire system of
Freemasonry. Upwards of a hundred of the Brethren afterwards
dined together, at the White Lion Inn, and spent the afternoon with
that harmony and satisfaction which characterizes the fraternity. They
separated at an early hour, fully bent on the extension and practice of
the virtues of loyalty, morality, brotherly love, and benevolence, which
have ever been the great objects of masonry to inculcate, and of its laws
to enforce.

Brmannenan, June 24th.—The Brethren of St Paul’s Lodge, No.
51, held their Axvuar Frsrivaz, at their Lodge room, Pump Tavern,
Bull Ring, Birmingham.

The business of the Lodge commenced at two o’clock, and at half~past
three, the Brethren, in full masonic costume, partook of an excellent
dinner, served up with Mrs. Evans’s usual skill and good taste, which re-
ceived, as it deserved, the unqualified approval of every one present,
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Appropriate masonic toasts, &e., were given, and drank with due ho-
nours by the Brethren, who enjoyed the “ mirthful festivities of sociality,
good fellowship, and good wine,” till a late hour in the evening., Some
of the toasts were as follows: viz.

“ The King, Grand Patron of the Order.”

“ His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, M. W.G. M.”

“ The Right Honorable the Earl of Durham, D.G. M.”

“ The Masonic trowel, may it ever be kept bright by spreading the
cement of brotherly affection.”

“ May our conversation be such, as that youth may therein find in-
struction, women modesty, the aged respect, and all men civility.”

“ Increase to the trade, and prosperity to the inhabitants, of the town
of Birmingham.”

* The Worshipful Master of St. Paul's Lodge.”

On this toast being drank, Brother Lloyd, the W. M. of St. Paul’s
Lodge, rose, and returned thanks to the following effect : —

“ Brethren, in thanking you for the henour which you have conferved
upon me, I feel I should be unable to give utterance to my feelings,
were I not convinced that T am swrrounded by those who will judge with
candour, admonish with friendship, and cast the mantle of love over
every imperfection they may discover,

“ Tt would be ignorance not to know, and knowing, it would be affecta-
tion to conceal, that our institution has been misunderstood by prejudice,
misrepresented by malevolence, and slandered by calurmny. By some we
have been charged as the abettors of immorality and the champions of
infidelity. Others allege that our pursuits are light, trifling, and frivo-
lous ; but to such an objection we can reply, that a Locke, a Wash-
ington, a Jenner, 2 Boulton, and many other distinguished individuals,
have ranked under our banners ; and it is not to be supposed that such
men—men who have irradiated the world by their genius and blessed
it by their benevolence~—would have continued their support to a society
against which such objections could be truly urged. It isa consolation,
notwithstanding all the objections that have been made to, and all the
charges that have been brought against, our Institution, that every
Mason may successfully refute the one and remove the other. Let us
be regulated by the precepts of wisdom, supported by the strength of
virtue, and adorned with the beauty of benevolence. Let our faith be
governed by the volwme of the suered law, and our lives regulated by
the divine precepts it contains, and we shall furnish a mcre complete
refutation of the charges that have becn preferred against us than can
be supplied by the acuteness of reasoning, the flowers of rhetoric, or the
charms of elequence.” ’

Merruyr, June 24¢h,~—The Loyal Cambrian Lodge of Freemasous
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held their festival, in celebration of St. John the deust on which
occasion many visiting Brothers attended.

Gansporoven.—OreninG oF THE TrENT Longr.—Adugust 18.—The
brethren in this place having petitioned the M. W. Grand Master for a
Warrant of Constitution in the usual way, the V. W, Deputy Prov.,
Grand Master, the Rev. George Oliver, granted them a Dispensation,
and issued his commission to Brother Cropper, P. G. 8. W., Brother
Hickson, P. G. J. W, and Brother W. A, Nicholson, P. G. Avchiteet,
empowering them, in his absence, to open and constitute the new Lodge
in form.

On Monday, the 11th of August, the above P. G. officers assembled
in the private room engaged by the brethren to hold their Lodge in, at
11 o’clock, a. »r.—there also met them brethren from the Witham
Lodge, Lincoln, No. 374, and the Humber Lodge, No. 65. The busi-
ness of the day commenced by Brother Hickson (who officiated as
W. M.) opening the Lodge in all the degrees. The ode, No. 9, in
Preston s Illustrations, ¢ Hail, Universal Lord,” was then sung, accom-
panied by Brother Gandy, the Prov. G. Organist, on the pianoforte.
The acting P. G. Secretary then read the petition, dispensation, and
commission, and informed the W, M. of the wish of the brethren to be
formed into a new Lodge. The brethren having signified their appro-
bation of the officers named in the warrant, the anthem, No, 1,  Let
there be light, the Almighty spoke,” was sung, and the ceremony of
installation succeeded.

The Master elect, Brother J. W. Pashley, was presented to the W, M.
by Brother Gray, P. G. Steward, as being well skilled in the Craft; the
ancient charges and regulations were read over by the P. G. Secretary,
and the W. M. elect having signified his submission thereto, he was
regularly installed, and invested with the badge of office, and the move-
able end immoveable jewels were presented to him. The W. M.
having taken the chair, the Lodge proceeded to pay homage to him ;
and, the grand honours given; having appointed his Wardens, who
were then invested, as well as the rest of the officers, the new Lodge
was then proclaimed three times in the usual way, and the ceremony
concluded with a hymn and chorus.

The brethren afterwards dined together at the White Hart, when
several appropriate toasts were given and drank, and the meeting sepa-
rated at an early hour, much pleased with the events of the day.

DorcHESTER, — August 21.—A Provincial Grand Lodge for the
county of Dorset was held this day at the county hall, in this town, by
the Dep. Prov. G. M., Brother Wm. Elliot, Esq., acting for the Prov.
G. M., Brother Wm. Williams, Esq., who was by illness prevented
from attending. 'The Lodge was duly opened at ten o'clock, and at
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cleven the Brethren proceeded to church in the following order, pre-
ceded by the band of the 1st dragoon guards, which, by the kind per-
mission of Col, Sir Geo. Teesdale, attended on the occasion :—

Two Tylers—Visiting Brethren—The Lodges of the Province, viz.
Faith and Unanimity . . Dorchester.
Unity . . . . . . . Warcham.
Benevolence . . . . Sherborne.
Honour and I‘nendslnp . Blandford.

All Souls . . . . . . Weymouth,
Amity . . Poole.
P.G.J.D. (Br Commms, All Souls),
P. 8. D. (Br. Highmore, Benevolence),
P. G. J. W. (Br. Oakley, Honour and Friendship),
Standard of the Prov. Gmnd Lodge.
P.G. 8. W. (Br. Sydenham, Amity).
Volume of the Sacred Law, borne by two Brethren.
P. G. Chaplain (the Rev, Br. Burgess, of Upway),
Standard of the Prov. G. M.
P. G. Wardens-of Somerset and Wilts,
P. Prov. G. Wardens.
D. Prov. G. M. (W. Elliot, Esq.)
Two Prov. Grand Stewards—Prov. G. Tyler.

On arriving at St. Peter’s church the procession halted, and the
. Brethren formed in two lines, through which the D. P. G. M. and his
officers passed into the church followed by the several Lodges in in-
verted order. Divine service was impressively read by the Rev. J. M.
Colson, and a very suitable and excellent sermon was preached by the
Rev. Br. Burgess, from Acts, ch., xx. v. 31, “ And now, brethren, I
commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to
build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are
sanctified.” The reverend gentleman, after noticing the antiquity of
Masonry, observed, that the institution was strictly a religious one;
that it was in accordance with the Old and New Testament. He then
dwelt on the virtues which, he said, were studied and enforced by the
Masonic body :—Faith, Hope, and Charity form the keystone to that
fabric, whose builder and maker is Gon. He urged the importance of
admitting SUCH PERSONS ONLY INTO THE ORDER, WHOSE MORAL AND
RELIGIOUS CHARACTERS WOULD BEAR THE STRICTEST SCRUTINY, and
concluded with some excellent remarks on the general tendency of the
Craft, After the sermon, the Brethren formed in the same order, and
returned to the county hall, when the business of the Craft was re-
sumed, and the D. P. G. M. appointed his officers for the ensuing
year, viz.
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Bro. Lipscombe, Lodge Benevolence, Prov. G. 8. W,
» Milledge, ,  All Souls, w G.J.W,
»» Eidingham, ,,  Unity, »  G.8.D.
5 Fooks, ,» Al Souls, » G.J.D.

Votes of thanks were passed to the Rev. J. M. Colson for the use of
his church, and for his kindness in reading the services; to the Rev.
Bro. Burgess for his excellent sermon ; and to Col. Sir Geo. Teesdale,
and the officers of the 1st dragoon guards, for the attendance of their
masterly band. -

The Lodge was then adjourned to the Nuw Lopner Roox of Faith
and Unanimity, just built in South-street, Dorchester; and the same
was dedicated in due form by the D. P. G. M. and his officers, to which
ceremony none but Master Masons were admitted. The following
prayer was offered up on the occasion to the Turone or GRracE, by the
P. G. Chaplain,

“ Almighty and Eternal Gop, the sole Ruler and Architect of the
Universe, at whose creative fiat all things first were made, we, the
creatures of thy providential care, and the work of thy hands, humbly
implore thee to pour down on this, our holy convocation, assembled in
thy holy name, the continual dew of thy blessing, and so descend with
all thy majesty and glory, and impress every heart before thee with an
awful sense of thy divine presence.

“ May our feeble efforts to serve and glorify thee meet with thy
kind approbation, and may we know, in deed and in truth, that thou
thyself art in the midst of us. We have unitedly endeavoured to build
a house to thy majesty, and dedicated the same to thine honour and
glory: let thine approbation sanction these, our imperfect endeavours,
and may the glory and the benefit of all mankind be its foundations—
its pillars—its chief corner-stone. As the sun, the glory of the firma-
ment, rises in the east to illumine the day, so let the sun of righteous-
ness arise upon the temple of this day’s consecration, that it may always
be illuminated with thy divine wisdom, and all its members be truly
taught of Gop.

“ May the Master be enabled to teach and the younger brethren to
receive instruction ; that thy Name in all things may be eternally glori-
fied, and our souls universally benefited. Open to us all the treasures
of thy Holy Word, and make us truly acquainted with that best of all
Masonic knowledge, that divinest of all wisdom, the fear of God and
the love of cach other. Preserve us from every snare and every evil,
and lead us to the possession of every good. Bless all our social meet-
ings, and, above all, the present opportunity of this momentary adora-
tion at the footstool of thy gracious throne. Let thy eternal Majesty
rest upon us; and be thou our shadow from the storm, our shield from
danger, and our rock of defence,



308 Musonic Intelligence.

« (), thou supreme and Eternal Being, the source of all perfection anit
of divine love, look down with compassion upon the offspring of thy
creative power, and let a double portion of thy spirit and grace rest
upon our present engagement, and whilst we are uniting ourselves to
cach other in the strictest bonds of holy brotherhood, of divine and
pure affection, may we still be more and nore earnest to unite our
hands to tuEmr, the everlasting source of unsullied wisdom, before
whom we bend in humble praise and adoration of thy incornprehen-
sible power, thy glory, and the truth of thy salvation, who art the Lorp
of all; to whom be all honour and glory, might, majesty, and domi-
nion, now and for ever. Amen.”

The Lodge was then closed with the customary form.

The brethren afterwards assembled at the King’s Arms Inn, where a
most sumptuous dinner was provided by Brother Oliver. On the re-
moval of the cloth, a number of loyal and appropriate toasts were
drank, and the evening closed, after a day passed in the truest joyful
festivity, hallowed by a liberal subseription, which was entered into
for the assistance of those brethren of the province who are in dis-
tressed circumstances.

Warrorp.—August 22.—~The summer meeting of the Watford
Lodge, 580, was held this day at the Bssex Arms, at eleven in the fore-
noon, Brother W, Stuart, Esq., M. P, Past G. 8. W., W. M, in the
chair. The business of the day was well conducted in the three degrees
by the R. W. Brother. Three gentlemen were initiated, viz.—The
Hon. and Rev. W. R. Capel, brother to the Earl of Essex ; Mr. Howard,
late of the Hon. East India maritime service, and Mr. T. A. Perry, of
Harpenden.

After the Lodge was closed, a sumptuous banquet was served up in
excellent style to nearly fifty brethren, including several visitors, among
whom we noticed Brother Harper, G. 8., Brother Acklam, of the Grand
Steward’s Lodge, and several others, The newly initiated Brethren,
especially the Rev. W. R. Capel, in very handsome terms, acknowledged
the compliment paid to them by the Lodge. Br. Majoribanks, P.G.8. W.
centributed equally to the substantial as to the convivial department ; to
the former he supplied a “good fat buck,” and the latter he enlivened
by that peculiar good humour and cheerfulness which always distin-
guish him. The vocal department was ably sustained by Brothers
Jolly, Fitzwilliam, and others, but we must not forget to thank Brother
Howard, one of the neophites, for the hearty enjoyment which his
truly comic humour afforded us.

SourianrroN.—August 26.—An immense concourse of spectators
assembled in the High-street of this town to witness the procession of
the Provivcian Graxp Loner of Hampshire, consisting of the vaxious
Lodges of Southampton, Portsmouth, Winchester, Lymington, &c.
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At twelve o’clock the procession, preceded by a band of music, with the
usual banners and insignia of the order, marched from the Freemasons’
Hall, in Bugle-street, along the Quay, up High-street, to All Saints’
Church, where an excellent and appropriate discourse was delivered by
the Prov. G. Chaplain, the Rev. Brother Isprrr. P. G. Org. Bro-
ther Cuarp, Mus. Dr., presided at the organ, and gave a scientific
display of his taste and skill on that instrument. A Masonic anthem,
composed by him expressly for the occasion, was sung with the most
impressive effect by Messrs. Bishop, Masters, and Perrier, from Win-
chester, and generally admired for the beauty and simplicity of the
composition. The following passages from the Old Testament were
appropriately selected :—

Verse—Three Voices. Habakuk, c. iii. v. 2, 3.
" Revive thy work, O Lord, in us, in the midst of the years; make known thy word; in
wrath remember merey. For thy glory covereth the heavens, and the earth is full of thy
praise.
Recitative. Zachariah, c. vii. v. 9, 10.
Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, execute true judgment, and shew merey and compassion’every
man to his brother, and oppress not the widow, or the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor.

. Solo—Contra Tenor.
- And let no one imagine evil agaiust his brother in his heart.

Verse—Three Voices. Micah, e vi. v. 8.
He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; And what doth the Lord require of thee, but
to do justly, and to love merey, and to walk humbly with thy God. Hallelujah.—Amen.

The galleries were filled with hundreds of elegantly dressed females
and the body of the church was crowded to excess. On the conclusion
of the service -the procession returned to the Masonic Hall, and trans-
acted the business of the Grand Lodge; in the course of which a letter
was read from his Royal Highness the Duks or Sussex, Grand Master
of the Fraternity in England, (then residing at the mansion of Thomas
Thistlethwaite, Esq., of Southwick Park, in this county), expressive of
his deep regret at being prevented from attending the meeting by severe
indisposition, and almost total deprivation of sight ; stating, that his
medical attendants had advised him to abstain from anything likely to
create excitement previous to an operation he was about to undergo.

This was followed by a unanimous resolution of the meeting to present
an address of condolence to his Royal Highness, lamenting the heavy
affliction. under which he laboured, with a fervent prayer to the Grand
Architect of the Universe that he would bless with success the endeavours
of his medical astendants, and be speedily and perfectly restored to his
health and sight.

The Prov. G. M. appointed the following brethren his grand offcers for
the ensuing year—Sir Lucrus Cuwmiss, Baxt,, of East Cosham, Senior
G.Warden ; Brother Lusmu, of Winchester, Junior G. Warden. Brother
Maxrrerp, one of the oldest and most respected brethren of the Craft,

YOI I, ss
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resigned his office of Master of the Ccremonies, held by him for a
number of years past.

At half past four the brethren sat down to a most splendid dinner pro-
vided by Nichollsand Fisk, of this town. The R.W.J.S. Pextuaze, M.P.
the Prov. G. M. presided, supported by the Dep. P. G. M. Sir Joan
MiL1BANK, Bart., and his other grand officers. ' The rational enjoyment
of the guests was promoted in a very high degfee by the affability and
brotherly courtesy evinced by the Prov. G. M., and the many admirable
and appropriate speeches delivered by him on the occasion. The en-
tertainment passed off with the utmost harmony and satisfaction to the
numerous party assembled.

CONSECRATION AND DEDICATION OF A NEW MASONIC LODGE.

Ceremony observed at the dedication: of Freemason's Hall, by the R. W. Lord Viscount Ebring-

ton, M. P., P.G.M. of Devon, at Tiverton,on Wednesday, Sept. 3, 4. D.1834—4. L. 5834.

Ir will be pleasing to the fraternity in general to read a description
of the above ceremonies, which have so much interested the Craft in
the western provinces, and have furnished so gratifying a proof of the
vast increase of Masonic principles in that portion of the empire. Some
excellent and zealous brethren have, by considerable industry and ex-
penditure, completed a Masonic hall in the pretty town of Tiverton,
which, for correct Masonic arrangement and high taste, has been seldom
excelled. The hall is devoted exclusively to the progressive degrees of
Masonry, and it has been painted and decorated accordingly. On the
walls are depicted representations of many ancient Masonic worthies in
attitude and costume, doing infinite credit to the genius of the able
artist, Brother Reed, to whose gratuitous pencil the brethren are in-
debted for these and manifold other exquisite decorations; a good
organ (an instrument so important in the solemnities of Masonry) adds
to the characteristic furniture of the hall: in fact, the whele is in due
accordance with the pure spirit of the profession in which we exult,
and must here arrest the attention of every intelligent and inquiring
Mason. Already the Lodge of Fidelity, 280, has attached to it a R. A.
Chapter and an encampment of Knights Templars ; and if we may augur
from the desire of improvement and the avidity in research which
animate most of its members, we suspect that this Lodge will add con-
siderable lustre to our royal art, while it receives itself that portion of
admiration which the uniform urbanity of its members has so justly
excited. We have long been delighted to observe the interchange of
attentions and visits among the Lodges in the west of England; we
know no regulation more calculated to promote © brotherly love” than
reciprocities of this description, and we turn with considerable pleasure
for proof of the soundness of this position to the good fruits produced
thereby in the three neighbouring and visiting Lodges of Tiverton,,
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Taunton, and Bridgewater, which was eloquently. adverted to by the
W. M. of 327, Brother Eales White; in allusion to the designations
of the lodges, he said * they had auspiciously commenced in Fidelity
(Tiverton); they had progressed in Unanimily and Sincerity (Taun-
ton), and completed it in Perpetual Friendship (Bridgewater).”
‘Wednesday, the 3d of September, was the day fixed on for the cere-
mony of dedication, and notwithstanding the unpropitious state of the
weather, the streets through which the procession was to pass were
densely crowded, and the town presented an animated appearance of
unusual bustle and influx. The procession was imposing, from its
length and appearance ; but we regretted, as we always do on similar
occasions, the omission of the clothing attached to the important degree
of Royal Arch. The Provincial G. Lodge was opened by -the R. W.
P. G. M. Lord Viscount Ebrington, in the new Masonic Hall, at ten
o'clock, a. a. and close tiled at eleven. After the business of the P. G,
Lodge had been transacted, the Lodge was adjourned, and the visiting
and other brethren admitted, They proceeded to church in the follewing
order of procession :—
A Tyler, with a drawn sword.
Two Stewards.
A Banner.
Band of Musie.
Brethren not members of any Lodge in the Province, two and two, the
Juniors preceding.
Visiting Lodge of Unanimity and Sincerity, with banners, &c. &e.
’ two and two, .
The Brethren of the Lodges in the Province, two and two,
the Junior Lodge preceding, and each Lodge following its
Banner.
*
Provincial Grand Tyler, with a drawn sword.
The Wardens, P. Masters, and Masters of the Lodges in the Province,
two and two, the Juniors preceding.
A Banner.
Four Master Masons carrying the Lodge covered with white satin,
Grand Pursuivant.
A Cornucopia borne by a Master of a Lodge,
A Banner.
Two Golden Favers with wine and oil, borne by two Masters of Lodges.
Wardens and Officers of (visiting) Grand Lodge of Somerset,
two and two.
Grand Organist.
Grand Director of Ceremonies—Grand Superintendant of Works,
Grand Deacons,
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Past Prov. Grand Secretaries.
Prov, Grand Secretary, with the Book of Constitutions on a cushiow.
Past P. Grand Registrars.
Past P. Grand Treasurers.
Prov. Grand Registrar bearing the Seal.——Grand Treasurer.
A Banner.
Past Prov. Grand Chaplains.
Prov. Grand Chaplain, with the Volume of the Sacred Law,
and the Square and Compasses thereon.
Past Prov. Grand Wardens.
The Corinthian Light carried by a Master of a Lodge.
Prov. Grand Junior Warden with his Column,
The Doric Light carried by a Master of a Lodge.
Prov. Grand Senior Warden with his Column.
The Banner of the R, W, Wirrian Canwitaex, D. D.,
Deputy Prov. Grand Master of Devon.
The R. W. Lorp Porrmore, Past D.P.G.M.—The D.P.G. Master,
"The Ionic Light carried by a Master of a Lodge.
The Standard of C. K. K. Tyxtg, Esq. M. P., Prov. G. M. Somerset,
borne by brother Polhill.
The Prov. Grand Sword Bearer with the Sword of State.
The Prov. Grand Master of Somerset.
The Standard of the R. W. Lorp Viscount EBRrineroN, M. P,
Prov. Grand Master of Devon.
The Prov. Grand Sword Bearer with the Sword of State.
The Provincial Grand Master.
Two Prov. Grand Stewards.
A Tyler with a drawn sword.

Grand Steward.
Grand Steward.

On arriving at the door of the church, the brethren halted, and
formed two lines, by dividing to the right and left : the procession then
entered the church in inverted order.

After the brethren were seated in their respective places, and the
organist having taken his place at the organ, the choir sung with great
effect the following

MASONIC HYMN.,

Unto thee, great Gon, belong
Mystic rites and sacred song!
Lowly bending at thy shrine,

‘We hail thy majesty divine!
Glorious Architect above!

Source of light and source of love !
Here thy light and love prevail—
Hail, Almighty Master, hail!
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Whilst in yonder regions bright,
The sun by day, the moon by night,
And the stars that gild the sky,
Blazon forth thy praise on high.
Join, O earth! and. as you roll
From east to west, from,pole to pole,
Lift to Heaven your grateful lays—
Join the universal praise.

Warm’d by thy benignant grace,

Sweet friendship link’d the human race ;

Pity Jodged within the breast ;
Charity became her guest.

There the naked, raiment found ;
Sickness, balsam for its wound ;
Sorrow, comfort ; hunger, bread ;
Strangers there a welcome shed.

Still to us, O Gop, dispense

Thy divine benevolence!

Teach the tender tear to flow,
Melting at a Brother’s woe.

Like Samaria’s sons, that we,

Bless’d with boundless Charity,

To th’ admiring world may prove,
They dwell in God whe dwell in love.

Before the sermon the following

ANTHEM,
Chorus.

313

Behold how good and joyful a thing it is, Brethren, to dwell together

in unity.

Air,

It is like jthe dew of Hermon which fell upon the hill of Sion, for

there the Lord promised his blessing, and life for evermore.

Verse.

O pray for thé peace of Jerusalem! They shall prosper that love

thee.

For there the Lord promised his blessing and life for evermore.

Chorus.

After the sermon the following

MASONIC HYMN.
To Heaven’s High Axchitect all praise,
All praise, all gratitude be given;
Who deign’d the human soul to raise,
By mystic secrets sprung from heaven.



314 - Masonic Intelligence.

Chorus.
Sound aloud the great Jehovah’s praise,
To him the dome, the Temple raise.

The morning service at the church was performed by Prov. G. Chap-
lain Brother Russell ; and an eloquent discourse admirably suited to the
high character of the occasion, was delivered by the D. P. G, M. Brother
Rev. W. Carwithen, D. D., taking for his text the third chapter of St.
Peter, part of the 18th verse, « Now as brethven love one another, be piti-
ful, be courteous®.” We cannot omit offering our high commendation
of the delightful manner in which the vocal services (appointed for the
day) were performed by Mr. and Miss Seguin, Brothers Risdon, Spark,
Cole, Hayeraft, Carpenter, &e. &c., and the no less admirable accom-
paniments on the organ by Brothers Moxhay and Reed. Although the
fine old capacious church was crowded to suffocation, not a note was
lost, and we shall not readily forget the sensations which were produced
by that delicions strain of harmony attached to the words, © It is like
the dew of Hermon which fell upon the hill of Sion.”

The Brethren left the church in the same order as they entered,
and veturned to the Masonic Hall, into which the Members of the Pro-
vincial Lodge entered in due procession, and proceeded with the

DEDICATION.

The procession moved three times round the Hall, the organ playing,
the Grand Organist having taken his seat on entering the room. After
the third procession and on arriving at the chair, the R. W. Prov. G.
Master took his seat. The trumpet then sounded, and the director of
ceremonies proclaimed Lorp Viscount Esriverow, M. P., Provingial
Grand Master of Devon, in due form. The director of ceremonies
then proclaimed the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, and the other
officers of the Provincial Lodge, each officer taking his place in the
Lodge, in the usual manner, as he was proclaimed. The covered Lodge
was placed in the centre of the room, with the three lights, the cornu-
copia, and the two golden cwers thereon. The Bible was placed on the
pedestal, and the book of constitutions before the Secretary. :

- The Secretary then read from the constitution book the section headed
« Concerning God and Religion,” and delivered an address remarkable
for elegance of language and the most chaste Masonic feeling, con-
cluding by requesting the Prov. G. Master to dedicate the Hall,
"The Lodge was then close tiled, and the R. W. Provincial G. Master,

% At the request of the Prov. G. L., the Rev. Brother has kindly consented to print the
sermon for distribution. We consider that every sermon on similar oceasions should be
published, the enquiring Brother would thereby be directed in his duty, and the sceptic
shown the folly of disapproving that of which he can know nothing. We confess our disap-
pointment that the very appropriate sermon, delivered at Dorchester, by the P. G. Chaplain
Brother Burgess is not likely to be printed.—ED.
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assisted by his officers, completed the Cercmony of Dedication, amidst
the appropriate grand honours of Masonry, ’

The Provincial Grand Lodge was then closed, in ample form, with
solemn prayer.

At five o’clock about one hundred brethren sat down to a most sump-
tuous banquet provided for them in the spacious assembly room, at
which the R. W. Lord Ebrington presided. Among the brethren we
noticed Brothers Rev. Dr. Carwithen, Rev. — Russell, Elton, Sir
George Magrath, Lawson, Carrow, Moore, Moxhay, Brake, Carwithen,
Tanner, and Dr. Baldy, of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Devon ; and
R. W. Colonel Tynte, Brothers Hancock, Eales White, Rev. — Warre,
Parsons, Browne, Maher, and Polhil, of the Provineial Grand Lodge of
Somerset ; we recognized also Brothers Rev. Carrington Lee, Emery,
Colonel Roberton, Beedel, Randolph, Leigh, Milford, Kennaway,
Carew, Alford, Cox, and many other distinguished Masons. A subject
of the imperial autocrat, and a native of Sweden, were at the table. The
dinner and dessert were of the first character, and the Masonic devices
in confectionary peculiarly ingenious. On the removal of the cloth,
“ Non Nobis” was sung in most exquisite style by the musical brethren
before-mentioned, whose rich strains of melody will not readily be for-
gotten, in the numerous glees, catches, &e. with which they favoured
the brethren, Many loyal and appropriate toasts were drank ; and the
evening proceeded in that delightful harmony and rational conviviality
for which meetings of the fraternity are remarkable. The speeches
were of the first order, combining a uniform expression of warm and
social feeling, and invocations to those holier acts of charity and bene-
volence which are attached in peculiar force to the truc professions of
Freemasonry. The day will long be remembered ; while the character
of its appointed Masonic ceremonies, and the very effective manner in
which those various observances were conducted, will certainly tend to
assist the progressive increase of the Craft in this and the adjoining
provinces. Much credit is due to the Rev. Dr. Carwithen for his judi-
cious direction of the procession and the ceremonies of the day ; while
the zeal and activity of his very efficient assistant, Brother Rippon, will
not be disregarded. The Stewards were indefatigable in their exertions,
and can have spared no pains in securing comfort both for labour and
refreshment. Brothers Carrow and Emery, the Prov. Grand Stewards,
were admirably szconded by Brothers Roberton, Hodges, and Mason.
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TRIOQ.
The words by BRoTHER JouN LEE STEVENS, sef fo music by Samuel White, Esq., and sung
at the opening of the Pl th Masonic Hall.

GreaT universal Architect,
Our labours aid, our plans direct;
Until delighted we complete
This monument of art,
‘Where Masons may securely meet,
And mysteries impart.

Let Science here her sway extend,
And Genius ev’ry power lend ;
And Knowledge, Truth, and Purity
Inspire our skilful band ;
While Faith, and Hope, and Charity,
Support us hand in hand.

Hence! horrid Strife ; mad Discord, hence !
Ye must not dare to wound the sense,
‘Where Peace and Love united dwell,
Blessing their sacred home;
And Masonry her magic spell
Has flung around the dome!

EDINBURGH.

June 24.—The Meeting for the Annual Election of Office-bearers of
the Lodge Canongate Kilwinning took place this day at eight o’clock
P. 3., 2t which the attendance of the Members, and of Deputations from
other Lodges, was very numerous.

[The communication of particulars which accompanied the above notice being charged with
some doubts as to whether it was desired to be published or not, we refrain from doing so,

and our correspondent will, of course, acquit us of any intentional neglect.]

DUBLIN.

Masoxic Femane Orpuan Scmoon®.—A grand dramatic enter-
tainment (under the patronage of the Grand Master, the Duke of
Leinster, and several distinguished members of the Craft) was given
Teb. 14, 1832, at the Theatre Royal, for the benefit of the orphan
children of distressed Free and Accepted Masons. Independent
of the gratification which contributing to this laudable charity must
have afforded to the benevolent and humane, the spectacle was on a
most magnificent scale, as, in addition to an atterative bill of fare, the

* Lately removed to No. 6, Hamilton-row, Merrion-square,
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children of the schools appeared on the stage, and the Brethren of this
ancient and social body attended, in full Masonic costume, upon his
Grace the M. W. G. M., whose throne was erected upon the stage. The
effect produced by the Grand Lodge assembled on the stage, and the
numerous Brethren in the front, in their clothing, was very striking.
The audience appeared to feel much interest when the Brethren rose, in
complimént to their Grand Master, and saluted him with public honours.

ADDRESS,

Spoken by Brether Caleraft, at the Theatre Royal, Hawkins'-street, Dublin, on the late
Benefit Night in aid of the distressed.  Written by Broiher P. E. Byrne, Lodge 50.

Whany first the Mienry ArcmiTrer design’d
One master virtue to adorn the mind,

Amid this world of want and war below,

e taught us how to feel for others” woe;
And gave to us, he said, a precept new—

“ Love one another as I have loved you!”
For the fulfilment of that high command,

* To hold to suffering worth a Broraer’s hand,
We’ve met to-night '—and it is sweet to see
This triumph of heaven-born Charity,

‘Whose kindly voice hath, like 2 magic sound,
Drawn all those beaming eyes and smiles around—
Smiles that from no poor affectation start,
But own their fountain in each kindred heart.
Woman’s bright eyes to cheer us in our task,
And snowy hands to give us all we ask!
Welcome, fair sisters! 'tis no common cause
That claims to-night your aid and your applause ;
No ruined spendthrift, who but justly pays
Atonement for his dissipated ways;
No sturdy mendicant, who ill can bear
Refusal of his peremptory prayer ;
No half-impostor, studied to impose—
O no! we ask your pity but for those
On whom adversity hath shower'd distress,
And age, and sickness, and heartbrokenness !
For infant girls left helplessly to tread
A cruel world, without the means of bread—
‘Without a friend to cherish and to love,
Save only Hra——the one great friend above.
"Tis yours to shield their limbs that ill can bear
The inclement chillness of the wintry air,—

VOL, 1, TT
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To snatch them from the gulph where thousand snares
For hapless beauty, infamy prepares,
To dry the burning tear-drops that run o'er,
And point to hope and better things in store !
All this is yours ; and Masoxry divine.
Triumphantly exclaims, ¢ "Tis also mine!”

Yet now, methinks, some gentle fair I hear,
« Bless us! what crowds of Masons we have here !
Masonry is a very curious thing—
"T'is something wrong 1°m just considering ;
Brother, I do not mean to be uncivil,
But tell me, do they really raise the devil?
Calcraft, I hope, will let the secret out,
And tell the people what ’tis all about!”

Fair ladies, really you have not guess'd well, .
The secret is—I have a mind to tell—
To tell—no, not the secret—but to say,
We thank you all for coming to our play ;
You 've aided us—with you we *ve done our best
To succour virtue friendless and distress’'d ;
We own, too, that but for your gentle aid,
Weak would have been each effort we have made;
Yours be the triumph, then ! for, without you,
Our prospects would (Zike us ) look rather blue!
Accept the thanks of every Mason here—
Not from lips only but from hearts sincere ;
May ye be loved and happy as ye are fair!
But think of Masons only as they are!
Heed not the stories vulgar minds receive,
But keep this night in memory, and believe
That Cuarrry and Masoxry (the same
In principle) but differ in the name!

In the year 1797 Freemasonry in Ireland flourished so greatly under
its accomplished Grand Master the Earl of Donoughmore, that scarcely
a village was without its Masonic Meeting. The number of Masons
made, therefore, in the sister isle manifested an enthusiasm which
greatly exceeded its popularity in England. About 50 lodges met in
Dublin alone, and in the city of Armagh 34 lodges of that single county
assembled in general committee, to. vote resolutions expressive of their
loyalty, with a declaration to support the King and Constitution. In
1834 scarcely eight lodges meet in Dublin,

O gquam tempora mutantur.
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VIENNA.

The attention of the congress of Vienna has been called to the sub~
Ject of the existing Masonic Lodges in that city. They look on them
as secret societies which give eause for much inguietude in a political
point of view without considering the difference between the countries
which have been lately disturbed, without the commotions having,
however, had any connexion with the order and the state of their own
dominions,—did they give this but a fair consideration, many voices
in the congress would have exclaimed for the protection and fostering
of the lodges*.

UNITED STATES.

Masonic Hall, New York.—~The first stone of this building erected
under the direction of Mr. Hugh Reneigle, was laid in June, 1826,
with great ceremonies; the front is Gothie, of eastern gray granite,
with buttresses surmounted by pinnacles and battlements ; the princi-
pal entrance is a gothic arch, 14 feet in height, above which a fine
window 22 feet in height, lights the principal apartment, the noblest
room in America, being 95 feet long, 47 wide, and 25 feet high, in the
best style of florid gothic; the roof is an imitation of that of Henry
VIIth. chapel, at Westminster, and the whole is ornamented with rich
carved tracery. ~ This hall is annually opened for the exhibition of the
American institute for the promotion of industry, agriculture, ma-
nufactures, &ec.

JUNE 24th.—GRAND LODGE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

An adjourned meeting of the R. W. Grand Lodge of the State of
New York, will be held this evening at 8 o’clock, at Masonic Hall, to
hear the report of the committee of arrangements, for uniting in the
public solemnities on Thursday next, in honour of La Fayette, the intel-
ligence of whose death has just reached the United States. By order
of the Grand Lodge.—James Herring, Grand Secretary.

JunE 26.—In pursuance of the above meeting, the Grand Lodge of
the State assembled early this morning, and afterwards joined in the
great national procession. The number of the Brethren, and the gran-
deur of their appointments, attracted universal attention.

* Let the principles of Freemasonry be duly appreciated; and few persons but would belong
to the order,~Ep.
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45 We are under the necessity of requesting our brother editors
of the provincial press, and other friends who send us newspapers,
that the same may be very conspicuously directed for the EpiToR OF
rms review. This caution is the more necessary, from the circum-
stance of our esteemed friends, the publishers, receiving daily such a
great number of papers on their own account, that unless those in-
tended for our perusal are most conspicuously addressed, they may
inadvertently be overlooked, as has been the case,

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
A Fi1eLD OFFICER shall be attended to.
Masonicys is in error: the Grand Lodge only can supersede the power vested in the Board
of General Purposes, while it is acting in conformity with the book of constitutions.
A Heprew BroTaeR's remarks do not offend us; but why not at once use our pages—they
are open to him.

QuerisT should address his letter to a Higher Quarter; we cannot insert it. We cam,
however, undeceive him on one point—the motion for a revisal of the Constitutions was NOT
withdrawn sine die, but postponed in compliance with a request to that eftect, and courte-
ously acknowledged by the M. W. G. Master at the June Quarterly Communication,
Querist should attend in December, when in Grand Lodge he can speak to a subject upon
which he writes too hastily.

REV. G. OLIVER is sincerely thanked for his indulgence.
Bro. LLoYD’s communication came too late for our last number.

Dr. TYTLER must accept our best acknowledgments for many fraternal attentions which
will not readily be forgotten. We heartily wish him a pleasant and speedy voyage to India,
from whence his early despatches will be most acceptable.

A SugerNEess correspondent is respectfully informed that no anonymous communieation
can be inserted; but if the name and address had been appended, the insectiou of the article
would have been doubtful. He should bear in mind that no topic of a religious or politica}
discussion should be entertained by us, aud the present communication, although admirably
penned, partakes a ¢ wee-bit” of hoth.

Bro. GUNTER, of Halesworth, will, we hope, be pleased with No. 3.

M=z. H. O’Brien should recollect that October approaches.

I.S. W. We must cater for the many, and not for the fizo ; hints from such friends, if a
tittle sharp, gratify us in the motive-cause.~The Knights Templars are not forgotten,

A GRAND OFFICER, Many thanks for the present letter.
A SusALTERN BroTHER will pereeive that his suggestions have been observed.

Prueniy was but just in time. His future notes (as early as he can) will be thankfully
inserted.

Bro. Fooks. Has he quite forgotten us?

Bros. JERROLD AND Kerrignuir. The letters from these friends came too Jate, but will
appear in No. 4.



OR THE CAUSES OF THE DECAY OF OUR NATIONAL
MORALITY, AND ON SOME MODERN SCHEMES FOR
ITS RENOVATION.

Wik all confess that education is now more widely diffused than
formerly, and many esteem education the only sure guarantee for the
practice of virtue, all agree that a far greater degree of crime prevails
in this country than existed in former times, or than exists at present
among foreign nations. The truth is so glaring, that even the most
violent demagogue attempts not to conceal the vices of his worshippers ;
he only attempts to palliate them, by throwing the blame of bringing
them into operation upon the government of the country. It appears
to us that in this attempt he is unsuccessful. The habits of a people
are not rapidly changed by the acts of an administration ; and if they
were, still every government has professed that its stability and pro-
sperity depend on the virtuous and orderly habits of the people. Surely
it cannot be supposed that our rulers have always endecvoured to corrupt
us; or, that wishing to improve our social condition, they have never-
theless blundered invariably on such expedients as have defeated their
purpose. No—the causes of the decline and also of the growth of mo-
rality in nations, are to be found in a deeper knowledge of man than it
is the fashion for the superficial (or, as they prefer to be called, prac-
tical) statists 6f our day to attain. We feel our own utter incom-
petency to this great task, but we have hope that some hints in this
brief paper may assist the progress of minds more equal to its under-
taking,

It generally happens, when a subject is little understood, that it gives
rise to a thousand positive opinions ; such is the case with our present
topic. Every one imagines he has discovered the cause for the decline
of our morality. Of many and conflicting hypotheses we shall touch on
a few only, and on these more or less slightly, according as they have
obtained fewer or greater number of suffrages, previous to developing
our own views.

1t is very common to argue, that immorality is the inevitable result of
the increase of population,and of the consequent congregation of mimbers
in great towns and manufactories, or of poverty. To each of these causes
something may truly be attributed ; but they are insufficient, either
singly or conjointly, to explain the present condition of the people. For
old London, with its narrow ways, and accumulated stories of building,
was more densely peopled than our modern city, and that over an extent
of surface quite as efficient for all vicious purposes as at present. Po-
verty must ever be the fruitful parent of many crimes. Independently



322 On the Causes of the

of being a direct incentive to spoliation, it has so irresistible a tendency
to produce selfishness, that it frequently blunts the social affections, and
renders character, appearance, and comfort, matters of no regard. But
poverty has existed before our time, in its most appalling form ; famine
and desolation long overspread the land, during the wars of York and
Lancaster ; yet, with a bound as it were, all the social and refined emotions
sprung up, and flourished in the time of the Tudors. With all our dis-
tress, direct starvation is mever the lot of our English population ; yet
to this strait many foreigners have been reduced, without any material
change thereby occurring in the character of their nation ; moreover, it is
not to the very lowest of the populace, that all vicious courses are con-
fined. Drinking, the parent of the other vices, is equally practised by
the well fed and well paid mechanic, and the small shopkeeper, as by
the half fed Irishman. There is, and has been, ample employment for
male domestic servants; yet, how many thousand intelligent lads
prefer picking pockets, and other similar pursuits, to menial service.
Poverty then is one material cause of demoralization—but it is only
one.

The cause we are seeking is evident enough in the eyes of the Clergy ;
according to them, it is the spread of < Modern Infidelity.” Education
is incomplete, because every thing is taught, but the  one thing need-
ful.” Mechanies, chemistry, history, philosophy,—for the acquisition of
these, there are facilities enough ; but religious instruction is wanted ;
and without such instruction, the knowledge of sciences is not only
useless, but, inasmuch as they are often the vehicles for infidel opinions,
destructive to morals.

Of the accuracy of all this, we have doubts; but if it be true, the
clergy have pronounced a sentence savouring of self-condemnation.
When it is remembered that they have all ithe education of our youth
in their hands; they have all appliances and means to boot for in-~
fluencing the minds of our adult population ; they have the prejudice
of our old people enlisted on their side; furthermore, all masters of
colleges or of public schools are of their order; not even a tailor or
draper will send his son for instruction elsewhere than to a ¢ Classical
Academy,” where the Rev. —————— presides. The discipline of
charity schools is their own; and there the Bible forms invariably and
exclusively the basis of instruction. Then, what wealth and honour
to stimulate talent and eloquence abound in our church,—what means
for the building, repair, and the decoration of noble temples! Lastly,
how firmly rooted in the minds of all aged people is the vene-
ration for every person and thing connected with the protestant
establishment ! Yet, with all these advantages, do our clergy confess that
they are unable to make stand against the pernicious doctrines, which
their predecessors so successfully combated, even when their antagonists
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were the great wits of the new French sehool, and when free-thinking
had somewhat of novelty and fashion to recommend it.

- But we have said, we deny altogether the allegation concerning the
spread of infidelity. We disbelieve the existence of any set of men
zealous for the propagation of infidelity ; unless, indeed, infidelity mean
the inclination to change any part of the doctrine or discipline of the
established church. Where are they ? what are the titles of their works?
Since the much abused.’ Lectures” of Mr. Lawrence, we have heard
of no infidel publications, and they are hardly known among the lower
orders. The trash of Carlile and Taylor has continued :—but what is
its circulation? not one hundredth part of the annual sale of Bibles;
scarcely more perhaps, than the consumption of sermons. The spread
of infidelity is a phantom.

The clergy themselves, according to many, stand accused of supine-
ness and want of zeal. For our parts, we cannot attribute any im-
portant effects to these causes, even should the censure be correct; for,
although the laxity of some of their body may diminish their con-
gregations, the ardour and ability of the dissenters fully secure a
supply of religious exhortation ; while, at the same time, the tenets of
the latter differ little from orthodoxy, they inculeate exactly the same
system of morals. If then, notincrease of population, nor its condensa-
tion, nor poverty, nor the spread of infidelity, nor the supineness of the
church, be the true cause of the confessed demoralization of the English
people, what is the cause? Our opinion is, that the effect in question
has been produced by, 1st, A gradual change in the manners, not the
morals, of society—a change resulting from the remote, and apparently
feeble sources of fashionable and capricious mutation ; 2nd. That the
public mind, enlightened so far as to throw off the ancient trammels of
authority, demands a moral discipline of a more extensive and liberal
kind than is supplied at present by any class of religious or philosophical
instructors.

A proposition, so novel to many, as is implied in the first of the
above propositions ; namely, that the mere manners and customs of
society influence more than any other cause the morals of society,
demands some examination, In the first place, let any person candidly
reflect on the motives which govern his conduct daily and hourly, in
his intercourse with his fellow-creatures:—he will find, that in doing
right, he is seldom acted upon by his religious belief, seldom thinks of
the legal punishment that awaits delinquency on his part, seldom calls
upon the inward menitor, conscience, or the moral sense, for assistance
against temptation ; but, that having instinetively imbibed the mode of
thought and tone of feeling, which distinguishes those about him, his
ideas are never directed out of the current of propriety ; which is, how-
ever, only another word for a system of conduct, approved of by the
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understanding, but established by an imperious system of habits, of
which the proper name is—/fushion.

What ordinarily in society renders a man honest >~ hat keeps one
gentleman’s hand out of another’s pocket?—Not surely the thunders of
the Church,—not truly the terrors of law,—mnot reflection on the loss
of character that wouid attend detection,—but, simply Zabiz. He is
never accustomed to think of such a matter for a moment. Fashion
has rendered him as much the slave of a confirmed and violent preju-
dice against picking pockets, as an old woman is the slave of her foolish
abhorrence of a toad. The same feeling in a great measure protects
society from the perpetration of many vices, towards which there are
strong natural ties in the human constitution. It leads also to many
actions which are identical with those fowing from reasonable religious
moral motives. We know that its influence is not so pure as that
depending on higher considerations ; we would prefer that 2 man should
be honest, and temperate, and chaste, only because his conscience di-
rected him ; ay, and such a man would we cherish and trust ;—but so
frail are we, that temptation is continually overcoming the pure and
virtuous intention, and we require the agency of habit to fortify us.
Industry may be taught by moral disquisitions on its utility and pro-
priety, and on the baneful effects of sloth ; and the hearer will form
good resolutions to labour diligently, and perhaps he will keep them :
but take mankind at large, and such resolutions will not be adhered
to long. On the other hand, are we not familiar with numerous
instances where nor religion, nor morals, nor reason are appealed to,
and yet the most industrious habits have been formed,~—and without
compulsion, are we to despise this powerful ally, habit? In all ages
and places she has shown herself too powerful an antagonist to be ever-
thrown by virtue and philosophy, —shall we therefore disdain to enlist
her on our side? See with what despotic sway she has established her
barbarous code of honour.- ‘The mandates of religion, the words of the
Jaw, our own sense of justice, all are outraged in a duel—still, who dares
to refuse the challenge? No one. In a station where the practice is
customary, 110 one can overcome the most artificial, but predominant, of
habits—the deference to fashion.

We do not propese to argue a question which has been mooted by
some zealous persons, viz. whether good actions springing from other
than religious motives are acceptable to the Most High. Wearesimply
endeavouring to point out how a system of morals may be engendered
which leads to the temporal happiness of the human race: it forms no
impediment to a system founded on religion, and we confess it requires
that to complete it. We deem, however, the morals of habit necessary to
mankind at large ; and we think it is more powerful for temporal pur-
poses than the morals of precepts, which indeed experience demonstrates
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to be almost inert as far as regards the mass of mankind, when it is
employed as the sole means of instruction ;—in a word, we take the
nature of man to be, that he is half an angel and half a beast,—he has
long been treated as a being actuated by reason in opposition to instinet ;
on the contrary, he has as many and dominant instinets as any other
animal: it is requisite to educate these instinets, and convert them to
the best piirposes. By appealing only to the angelie nature of man, you
may incite him to acts_of heroism and martyrdom; but to make him
perform constantly and surely the many unobtrusive duties which form
the daily beauty of his life, the corporal habits must be brought to blend
with, and assist, the suggestions of the loftier faculties,

To apply this principle to the correction of the public morals in every
respect, would require more space than our limits allow 5 but, since all
are agreed that drinking is a vice more prevalent than any other, and
that it forms the incipient step from which most other crimes take their
origin, we shall commence by showing how the growth of this baneful
practice is produced, and how the management of the habit may be
employed for its correction. It must be observed, in the first place, that
the love of drinking is a propensity, various in its nature, various in its
degree, and differing in both respects in its moral delinquency, In-
dependently of drinking purely to quench thirst, the majority of
persons drink from habit: this being created by imitation of those by
whom they have been brought up, as is the case with our regular meals
of tea and coffee, in which obviously more is drunk, and with less ex-
pedition, than would be necessary, if we took them on account of thirst,
The habit, however, must have had originally a deeper source, which
appears to have been listlessness, the want of amusement, or, what is
almost the same thing, of employment. These fluids are allowed by
the doctors to have some slight influence on the nerves, causing, accord-
ing to them, a gentle exhilaration, or even a distant approach to in-
toxication followed by depression : such is possibly the case, when they
are taken in inordinate quantities, and of unusual strength ; but upon
the whole, the symptoms are so slight, and among the lower class of
persons so little time is allowed for their production, that we may con-
clude the habit of employing oneself in the act of tasting and swallowing
a particular fluid, at a particular time, and in company with others, to
be the main causz of the great consumption of tea and coffee which is
constantly taking place. :

But to habit, the custom of imitation, and the necessity for some spe-
cies of employment to fill up the listless intervals of leisure, we must
add another, and a much more powerful motive as the cause of the con-
sumption of intoxicating liquors—it is the anticipation of a highly
Pleasurable excitement:—no one can deny this. In vain the self-ad-
miring ascetic may abuse any departure from water drinking as in-
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